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The e-newsletter

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates 
to Oregon seed producers and field reps. The focus is on 
agronomic and pest issues. In contrast to the Oregon 
Seed Magazine, the e-newsletter will have an emphasis 
on regional reports from field reps, consultants, growers 
and OSU research and Extension staff. We plan to 
include label updates, links to pertinent research and 
publications and a calendar of meetings and tours. This 
is a pilot issue and we are open to suggestions. Our goal 
is to keep it short and concise. The plan is to aim for a 
monthly issue except during harvest.

– Mark Mellbye, Agronomist, eUPDATE Coordinator
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Regional Reports

NORTH VALLEY. Disease pressure was low through mid-May. 
Most fertilizer and pgr applications were completed on grass 
seed and grain crops in a timely manner. Only scattered vole 
problems. Lots of annual bluegrass in perennial ryegrass 
fields this season. Some wheat fields looking yellow, but stripe 
rust under control this year.

SOUTH VALLEY. Wet weather delayed spring fertilizer and 
planting operations significantly. Some poorly drained 
annual ryegrass fields were not fertilized until late April. The 
late planting of spring grain, fescue and radish is of particular 
concern because the weather turned dry and warm after 
planting. 

Less stripe rust pressure on wheat this year, but septoria 
was a concern during the rainy period in April. In grass seed 
crops, little rust pressure has been observed except on a few 
early fall planted baby fields. Many fields received a fungicide 
treatment with the pgr spray. Good flowering and pollination 
weather on meadowfoam.

HERMISTON AND COLUMBIA BASIN. While some stripe rust has 
been seen in the winter wheat fields, usually an indication 
that rust will be seen also in KBG plantings, none has been 
reported as yet. Powdery mildew levels are high, given the 
cooler weather, but disease becomes less important as the 
season progresses. Flowering will begin soon so applying 
fungicides to reduce ergot infection will also be starting. 
Overall the crop looks good, following a mild winter and 
slightly cooler than normal spring. 

UNION COUNTY. Grass seed crops (Kentucky bluegrass and fine 
fescue) are heading out.  Very low levels of ergot spores have 
been detected since May 1.  Stripe rust pressure in winter 
wheat has not been a problem this spring since many fields 
were treated with a fungicide during herbicide application. 
Monitoring should continue in both winter and spring wheat 
fields. Overall, crops look good given how dry it has been this 
growing season.

MAY 30 -  HYSLOP FARM FIELD DAY. 8 am – 4:30 pm at the Hyslop 
Experimental Farm on Granger Road, which is just off Hwy 20 between 
Albany and Corvallis.  Topics include cereals, clover, meadowfoam 
and grass seed research by OSU and USDA-ARS scientists. Lunch 
by the OSU Crops Club.  http://cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/sites/
default/files/news/2012_hyslop_field_day.pdf

MAY 31. THIRD ANNUAL NORTH VALLEY FIELD CROP TOUR. 1:30 pm 
to 4:30 pm. Contact Nicole Anderson, OSU Extension field crops agent 
for more information, or check the Willamette Valley Field Crops web 
site for a tour description. http://oregonstate.edu/valleyfieldcrops/

MAY 31.  HAREC  GRASS SEED FIELD DAY. Various topics focused 
on grass seed production practices and pests.  Located at OSU’s 
Hermiston Agricultural Research and Extension Center, 2121 S. First 
Street, Hermiston, OR 97838.  Phone (541) 567-6337. 
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/hermiston/2012-grass-seed-field-day

CALENDARCALENDAR

http://oregonstate.edu/valleyfieldcrops/
http://cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/news/2012_hyslop_field_day.pdf
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OSU Extension personnel first identified Stagonospora 
nodorum blotch (SNB) on winter wheat in the Willamette 
Valley in mid-May. The disease has now been positively 
identified in commercial fields in both the North and 
South Valley. Formerly known to some as Septoria 
nodorum, stagonospora nodorum is similar to the 
commonly seen Septoria tritici. However, Stagonospora 
nodorum causes disease on leaves and glumes of the head, 
whereas Septoria tritici attacks leaves only. Ascospores 
of Stagonospora nodurum tend to move into fields later 
in the spring and resulting eye-shaped leaf lesions look 
similar to those of Septoria tritici but lack visible pycnidia. 
OSU is recommending 
that growers and field 
reps actively scout fields 
at this time and treat 
infected fields to protect 
heads if the disease is 
present. We recommend 
prioritizing scouting 
Skiles and Legion fields 
but encourage you to be 
vigilant of other varieties. 
Yield loss and/or lower 
test weights can result if 
the disease moves into 
the head of the plant. 

- Nicole Anderson, OSU Field Crops Extension Agent
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Disease, Insect and Weed Problems

In this section we provide information and reminders about common pest problems, and also alert growers to new outbreaks, 
current research developments, etc. 

Year Spring Rust Level at Hyslop* 

1998  10.0    pustules / ft of row 

1999    0.2    pustules / ft of row 

2000    4.0    pustules / ft of row 

2001    0.2    pustules / ft of row 

2002  12.0    pustules / ft of row 

2003    0.2    pustules / ft of row 

2004    0.2    pustules / ft of row 

2005  22.4    pustules / ft of row 

2006    0.05  pustules / ft of row 

2007    0.07  pustules / ft of row 

2008    0.2    pustules / ft of row 

2009    0.05  pustules / ft of row 

2010    0.1    pustules / ft of row 

2011    6.0    pustules / ft of row 

2012    0.05  pustules / ft of row 

 * Active rust pustules per ft. of row in September-planted, first-year perennial ryegrass plots on 3/15

The head spray should go on 
about 17-21 days after the 
flag leaf spray. Label cutoff 
dates and previous usage 
affect which fungicide can 
be used at this time. Double 
check with your field rep to 
stay on-label. The stripe rust 
situation will be part of field 
days this month at Hyslop 
Farm and in the North Valley 
Extension Tour. 

While disease levels have been low to date, warm weather 
in May and June can still result in significant rust pressure. 
Fungicide sprays on first year fields should be applied before 
peak bloom, or earlier if your field consultant finds rust. 

A useful aid to growers and field reps is the rust disease model 
for stem rust in the Willamette Valley.  It is available on the 
same USDA-ARS website as the table showing the spring 
rust level at Hyslop (http://www.ars.usda.gov/pandp/docs.
htm?docid=18292).

Stripe rust in wheat. Chris Mundt, OSU plant disease 
scientist, reports that stripe rust pressure on wheat has been 
less this season compared to the past two years, but septoria 
disease appears to be worse. Field reps who work with wheat 
agree. While disease pressure is less this spring, varieties of 
wheat susceptible to stripe rust, such as Goetze and Tubbs 06, 
should probably receive a head spray in late May or early June 
to protect the crop from a late outbreak. 

Septoria disease on wheat was common 
during rainy spring weather this spring. 
Septoria species also are one of the causes 
of leaf spot in perennial ryegrass and tall 
fescue (along with several other fungus). 
Warm dry weather and timely flag leaf 
sprays on wheat have done a good job of 
controlling this disease.

Electronic Newsletter

Stem rust on grass seed crops: Each spring, USDA plant 
disease scientist Bill Pfender determines the amount of 
rust present in stands of perennial ryegrass planted mid-
September at Hyslop Farm. The observation on this date 
provides an indication of how early and potentially how 
severe the stem rust disease pressure will be in the Willamette 
Valley. The amount of rust was at the low end of what has 
been observed the past five years. 

Stagonospora nodorum
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Above-ground – Applications only allowed May 8 to August 31, 2012

Crop: Grass Grown for Seed. (Note there are straw harvest and feeding 
restrictions).

HACCO/Prozap® Zinc Phosphide Pellets, EPA Reg. No. 61282-49,  
SLN No. OR-050009

HACCO/Prozap® Zinc Phosphide Oat Bait, EPA Reg. No. 61282-14,  
SLN No. OR-990009

Bell/ZP Rodent Bait AG, EPA Reg. No. 12455-17, EPA SLN No. OR-990034

Motomco/ZP AG Pellets, EPA Reg. No. 12455-17-3240, 
EPA SLN No. OR-990034

Year-round – Below ground only

Crop: Grass Grown for Seed

HACCO/Prozap® Zinc Phosphide Pellets, EPA Reg. No. 61282-49,  
SLN No. OR-050032

Bell/ZP Rodent Bait AG, EPA Reg. No. 12455-17, EPA SLN No. OR-050031

Motomco/ZP AG Pellets, EPA Reg. No. 12455-17-3240,  
EPA SLN No. OR-050031

Year-round – Below ground only

Crops: Clover grown for seed, forage or hay; clover/grass mixtures 
grown for forage or hay; and pasture

HACCO/Prozap® Zinc Phosphide Pellets, EPA Reg. No. 61282-49,  
SLN No. OR-090020

Bell/ZP Rodent Bait AG, EPA Reg. No. 12455-17, EPA SLN No. OR-100005

Motomco/ZP AG Pellets, EPA Reg. No. 12455-17-3240,  
EPA SLN No. OR-100005

CROP REMINDERS

Flag certified seed fields for border removal where needed 
to meet isolation requirements. In the Valley, helicopter 
inspections normally begin in late May, but fields may be 
inspected by ground earlier. 

Spring wheat varieties should be sprayed with a protective 
fungicide at flag leaf emergence. Check with your field rep 
for CLB and aphids as well, and for current tank-mix options. 

Stem rust often begins to show in the Valley after Memorial 
Day with the increase in temperatures. Fungicide tank mixes 
with pgr kept most fields disease-free though May, but will 
not hold if disease picks up in June. 

Fungicide sprays should be completed on orchardgrass before 
flowering.

Fields of susceptible Kentucky bluegrass varieties should be 
monitored for the onset of anthesis and, if needed, for timing 
of fungicide application, especially so if a field was infected 
with ergot last year.

Label Updates

This will usually be a short section, but with the number of different rodenticide baits available for vole control,  
we felt a full list of current registrations would be helpful. 

Voles and ZP baits. For the past fourteen years, the ODA has 
worked closely with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to develop a workable 
solution to the on-going vole problem. A primary goal of all 
agencies has been to avoid exposing migratory Canada geese 
to the vole control product zinc phosphide while helping grass 
and clover seed producers keep this rodent pest in check.  

Since 1999, Oregon has had at least one registration under 
Section 24(c) for the above-ground use of zinc phosphide in/
on grass grown for seed. In 2012, above-ground applications 
are May 8 – August 31. In previous years, applications were 
allowed to begin as early as May 1. The 24(c) or SLN labels are 
special local needs labels. This type of pesticide registration 
requires the user to have the label and related packaging in 
their possession at the time of application. 

There are ten zinc phosphide, or ZP, labels for use in Oregon. 
Rose Kachadoorian, ODA pesticide division, has provided 
a list of them that follow. Note there are no labels which 
allow year-round above ground use. Work with your field 
rep to make sure you have the correct product and follow 
the directions closely to help ODA maintain these important 
labels for the seed industry. 
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Wilco; and several other Valley field reps.
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To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit: 
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 
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