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Regional Reports
NORTH VALLEY. 200 GDD’s was reached in mid-late February

There was a big push to plant spring grain crops on fields that
didn’t get planted in the fall or were damaged by slugs. The
relatively dry weather helped growers plant, but some river
bottom ground shows stress from the dry fall and winter weather
pattern.

and the industry is running fertilizer on both grass seed and
wheat. Some split applications will go out later in the month.
Grass herbicide sprays are being applied on fall planted red and
crimson clover and on some winter wheat. Other growers are
holding off on the post-emergence grass herbicide treatment.
Broadleaf sprays on wheat will start in another 2-3 weeks.
Overall, weed pressure seems to be “normal” up here, mostly
fighting tough Italian ryegrass in wheat.

HERMISTON AND COLUMBIA BASIN. Following a mild winter,
most grass seed and winter wheat fields look good. Spring
fertilizing underway and some potatoes are already in the
ground. No disease or insect pest problems to report at this time.

No major pest problems at this point other than continued
frustration with slugs. Baits are still going out on seedling grass
and clovers to keep pressure down.

NORTHEAST OREGON. The month of March tends to be a mix of
late winter & early spring weather conditions so field activities
have been limited to date. Precipitation events (snow and
rain) and windy conditions have made it difficult to apply the
last of the dormant treatments in grass seed and peppermint.
Top dress fertilizer applications have begun in some locations
around the valley where field conditions facilitate equipment
operation.

Some fields did not get planted with fall crops due to the
abnormally dry September and October. Expect a fair amount
of spring crops to get planted in March-April. With wheat prices
up, strong oat contracts and even talk of spring planting crimson
clover, growers have a decent chance of recouping some of loss
from not getting crops fall established on these fields.

Grass seed crops are either in the process of breaking dormancy
or have already done so, therefore, careful consideration
is needed before deciding to apply herbicides that require
application to dormant grass stands or prior to rapid growth.
Winter grain mites have been problematic in some grass seed
fields.

Palisade is being applied on some wheat fields, with growers
trying sprays on a few acres or on a field or two. Later planted
wheat fields look good, but some of the earlier fields are showing
septoria. Red clover fields look okay, but had to re-plant some
crimson fields. Seeing some early schlerotinia on lush clover
fields.

SOUTH VALLEY. Fertilizer is going on grass seed crops and
mostly finished on winter wheat fields. Fertilizer prices have
stabilized or are at least about the same as last year. Dry weather
in February and the first few days of March helped with fertilizer
applications, except on wetter and poorly drained seed fields.
Spring fertilizer will get going in the coming week or two on
annual ryegrass.

IN THIS ISSUE:

Slugs were the most important problem during the fall and
winter months. Baiting programs were expensive and not always
effective. Winter wheat looks good. Stripe rust was observed late
February on Goetze and Ovation wheat fields. Septoria disease
also observed and heavier on earlier plantings. Still have grass
herbicides to apply on wheat fields. Looking to get started on
broadleaf control on grass seed crops in another 10-14 days.
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Disease, Insect and Weed Problems
Poa control and Rely alternatives. As most grass seed growers
in the Willamette Valley know, the herbicide Rely is not
available this season due to lack of manufacturing capacity
and the company’s need to meet the “Liberty Link” market
in the Midwest. In addition to OSU weed scientists, industry
agronomists have trials out this season looking at alternatives
for Rely.
The field research has focused not just on new products, but
how to make better use in general of the herbicides currently
registered to improve control of both annual and roughstalk
bluegrass. Field treatments look promising. Shown in the
photo below is a representative trial conducted by Wilber Ellis
in Linn County which is showing excellent poa control in tall
fescue in a field with heavy annual bluegrass pressure.

Tertraploid annual ryegrass in the 1-node stage on March 5 at Hyslop
Farm. Photo by Dan Curtis.

and the 1-node stage marks the beginning of the window of
application for these products.
Species and varieties vary in when they begin stem elongation.
The 1-node stage shown in the photo is from an early maturing
tetraploid annual ryegrass variety grown on moderately welldrained soil. Diploid varieties grown in the same field have
not yet shown any above ground nodes, and most of the
tillers on the tetraploid had not yet begun to joint on March 5.
Most of the major or primary tillers in the field should show a
distinct above ground node before it’s considered to be fully
in the 1-node state.
When it comes to timing of plant growth regulators, these
differences in growth stages can be important. Some varieties
of annual ryegrass will need to be treated well ahead of later
maturing turf type tall fescue for example. Growth stage also
affects timing of “burn-down” herbicide applications using
glyphosate on annual ryegrass. Spraying should be timed
to occur before jointing, but when air temperatures are
above 50 F. In addition, soil temperatures should reach 45 F,
and spraying must occur in sunlight and take place 4 hours
before sunset. To optimize control on ryegrass, glyphosate
should not be applied while nighttime temperatures are still
dropping below freezing regardless of growth stage.

Poa control in tall fescue next to an un-sprayed check plot. Photo by
Steve Salisbury

Crop Growth Stage. In March, most of winter wheat and
some of grass seed crops in the Willamette Valley begin to
enter the jointing or stem elongation stage of growth. This is a
time when the plant becomes more susceptible to herbicides,
especially phenoxy broadleaf sprays. Early stem elongation
also marks the time when N fertilizer should be on the ground
and available for the period of rapid update that takes place in
April. Plant growth regulators are also applied during jointing,
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Label and Industry Updates
ODA acknowledgement: The Oregon Department of
Agriculture pesticide program is instrumental obtaining
pesticide registrations for seed crops in Oregon. David L.
Priebe, ODA State Registration Specialist – played a key role
in labels discussed below.

Brigade WSB) on all grass crops grown in Idaho, Oregon and
Washington. Use is no longer limited to just orchardgrass
seed; the registration covers all species of grasses grown in
the PNW for seed, forage, fodder and hay, and in pastures and
rangeland.

Puma and Tacoma herbicides. The EPA approved the request
from the ODA for a Section 18 emergency use of fenoxapropp-ethyl for use in perennial ryegrass, annual ryegrass and tall
fescue grown for seed. Two products – Puma and Tacoma –
both with the same level of active ingredient, are included.
As with all Section 18 labels, growers and applicators are
required to have these in their possession during application.
The labels expire September 15, 2013.

FMC Corporation has put these registered uses on federal
supplemental labels for both Brigade 2EC and Brigade
WSB. In order to provide adequate directions for the most
common pests encountered in our area, the ODA and OSU
(Glenn Fisher and Joe DeFrancesco) worked with FMC to
develop FIFRA Section 2(ee) bulletins for our uses.
Brigade 2EC Bulletin (pdf)
Brigade 2EC Label (pdf)
Brigade WSB Bulletin (pdf)
Brigade WSB Label (pdf)

The ODA pesticide division has a website which lists these
and other Section 18 registrations in Oregon. It is a quick and
easy way to get a copy of the labels: http://www.oregon.gov/

Current clover work: Andy Hulting and Nicole Anderson,
OSU Extension Service, are currently screening new broadleaf
herbicides in clover crops – primarily flumetsulam and
asulox. Three red clover trials are in progress (North Valley
and Hyslop Farm) and will be included in May field days.

ODA/PEST/pages/sec18.aspx
Brigade 2EC and WSB insecticide. Late last year, EPA
approved the full registration of bifenthrin (Brigade 2EC and

Crop Reminders
Complete the first N fertilizer application on established
perennial seed fields. Whether split or single, applications
should be timed to provide adequate N for the period of peak
uptake in April.

closely with your field rep on wheat and annual ryegrass and
recommendations for use are evolving.
Scout for billbug damage in orchardgrass fields in late March.
Monitor grass seed fields in NE Oregon for winter grain mite
and, in the coming months, Banks grain mite.

Scout for stripe rust in winter wheat fields. Even if an early
fungicide spray is applied during March or early April, all
wheat fields should be sprayed at flag leaf emergence, which
remains the most important single fungicide spray timing in
wheat.

The e-newsletter
The goal of the e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to
Oregon Seed Producers and field reps from the Oregon Seed
Council. The focus is on agronomic and pest issues, label
updates and regional reports from growers, industry reps
and consultants and OSU research and Extension staff. The
e-newsletter will also serve from time to time as a means
to communicate updates on important legislative or policy
issues of particular concern to Oregon seed producers, such
as the update on HB 2504 provided by Roger Beyer in this
issue. Want to contribute an observation, photo or idea? Just
send an email to me at oregonseedupdate@gmail.com.

Apply phenoxy herbicides before the 2-node stage in wheat if
the label allows treatment after jointing starts. Some varieties
of grass seed also begin jointing much earlier than others and
caution is warranted. Your field rep can help with product
selection, formulation and timing to avoid potential yield
losses.
Plant spring grains as early as possible, and include 20 lbs N/
ac with the seed. To help prevent lodging, limit total N to 7580 lbs/ac.
Plant growth regulators can be valuable tools in seed
production and useful harvest aids in wheat. Rate and timing
are worked out on most perennial grass seed crops, but work

-Mark Mellbye, Agronomist, eUPDATE coordinator
3

Electronic Newsletter

Legislative Report - Roger Beyer
A current bill in the Oregon legislature, HB 2504, would
have a significant impact on personal property exemptions
in agriculture, as outlined in the talking points below. The
Oregon Seed Council recommends that you contact your
state legislators and oppose HB 2504.

Tax exemptions are designed and implemented to ensure
a group of people, industry or activity, which society has
deemed important, is stable and has the ability to succeed.
Farm and forest use has been the backbone of Oregon’s
economy since its founding and deserves the protections
given to them by their tax exempt status.

HB 2504 Talking Points

Tax exemptions are different than tax credits. Tax credits
are used to give a “shot in the arm” to an industry for a short
period of time.

Under current law, personal property of farmers and farm
operations such as machinery, equipment, products, annual
and perennial plants or crops and irrigation equipment are
exempt from annual property tax. This bill repeals those
exemptions after 2015.

The most recent report from Oregon Department of Revenue
on these exemptions states these exemptions are successfully
accomplishing the goals they were implemented to achieve.

These are long standing and established exemptions dating
back to 1973 or earlier.

Farm & Forest Items Affected:

Oregon’s agricultural industry is made up of small business
owners that operate on a small profit margin which relies
heavily on tax exemptions that would enable Oregon’s farmers
to compete in a global market.

• Grain

• Seed

• Vegetables

• Nuts

• Fish

• Poultry

• Milk

• Mint

Tax exemptions on perishable goods, where the producer
does not have the ability to set the price of their products
and have differing growing seasons due to weather and other
variables allows, this industry to be competitive.

• Fur-bearing Animals

• Bees

• Christmas Trees

• Farm Machinery

• Farm Labor Camps

• Skyline/Swing Yarders

• Hay

• Fruit

This bill taxes crops, some of which will never be marketable,
due to factors outside of the farmer’s control.

• Hops

• Wool

• Butter

• Cheese

• Bivalve Mollusks

• Livestock

• Vermiculture

• Deciduous Trees

• Farm Equipment

• Irrigation Equipment

The uncertainty of future costs caused by HB 2504 will bring
an abrupt halt to the economic recovery in the agriculture
and forestry sectors of the state.

• Environmentally
Sensitive Logging
Equipment

CALENDAR
March 19

Natural Resources Day, Oregon State Capitol building

March 20

Field Crop Diagnostic Workshop. Union County, NE Oregon.
Contact Darrin Walenta-OSU Extension at 541-963-1010 for
more details.

March 21

Oregon Seed Council Meeting, Cascade Grill, Albany, 6:30 pm

May 9

HAREC Grass Seed Field Day. Annual grass seed field day
at the OSU Hermiston Agricultural Research and Extension
Center. Hermiston, Oregon. 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon.
(http://oregonstate.edu/dept/hermiston)
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May 29

Hyslop Farm Field Day. The annual OSU Crop and Soil
Science field day with a focus on grass and legume seed
production, alternative crops, weed control and small
grain variety development. 8:30 am to 4 pm.

May

Willamette Valley May Field Tours. Plot tours in Washington and Linn County are planned for May. OSU Extension is
working with each of the major chemical companies this
year (Bayer, Syngenta, BASF, Dupont, Dow) on fungicide
and seed treatment trials on wheat in addition to variety
trials. Growers and field reps will have an opportunity to
look at these trials during May. Date and times will be set
later in April.

