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at www.oregonstate.edu/valleyfieldcrops. The publications 
include information on minimum soil pH values for different 
crops and lime application guidelines.

Other critical fall activities include controlling slugs and 
getting a head start on weed control, the agents said.

“As soon as we get moisture, be putting out (slug) bait 
stations,” Anderson said. “And as soon as it becomes apparent 
that slugs are coming close to the soil surface, we should be 
getting some bait on.”

When it comes to weed control, the two agents advise growers 
to consider applying pre-emergent herbicides as soon as the 
weather cooperates.

“For some of these grass seed fields where there are roughstalk 
bluegrass or annual bluegrass problems, some of these early 
fall herbicides could start to be used if we get adequate soil 
moisture,” Anderson said.

“If we get early moisture this fall, be thinking about what 
early season herbicide options there are to try and get a little 
bit of a lead on some of the weed control issues,” Anderson 
said.

Oregon State University’s field crops extension agents Nicole 
Anderson and Paul Marquardt advise growers to soil test in 
the next couple of weeks to measure nutrient levels and soil 
pH.

“Harvest is pretty well wrapped up,” Anderson said earlier 
this month, “and we are gearing up to start planting. Red 
clover yields look pretty decent in the North Valley.

“The most critical thing right now is going to be measuring 
soil pH and other nutrients in fields, and getting lime and 
fall fertilizers applied when needed,” Anderson said. “It is 
important to keep an eye on K (if straw has been baled) and 
surface pH in established grass seed crops.”

The OSU Extension Service has put together two new excellent 
publications on soil acidity and liming. They can be found 
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Interest in cover crops is exploding in the Midwest as corn and 
soybean growers look for new ways to improve soil health.

During the three-day Farm 
Progress Show, held Aug. 27, 
28 and 29 in Decatur, Ill., 
cover crops, including annual 
ryegrass, were featured in 
the first-ever cover crop 
demonstration plot. And 
hundreds of growers stopped 
by the Oregon Ryegrass  
Commission booth to share 
their experiences and learn 
more about using annual 
ryegrass.

Many hadn’t grown cover 
crops yet, but were planning 
to.

Dick Zeiser, from Iowa, was looking to grow annual ryegrass 
on 40 acres of his hillier ground for weed and erosion control. 
He wanted to know how deep and when to plant the seed.

Dan Towery, a crop consultant from Indiana who works with 
the Commission was manning the booth, said to plant it 
shallow, about three-eighths of an inch deep.

Towery wanted to know if Zeiser lived north or south of 
Interstate 70. North of I-70 and Zeiser will need to get the seed 
planted no later than Sept. 15. If his farm is south of I-70, he 
typically can wait another week or so. The trick, Towery said, 
is getting the seed in the ground early enough to get a stand 
before a killing frost.

Some growers had considerable experience with cover crops, 
but still had questions.

Joe Rothermel of Champaign 
County, Ill., has used annual 
ryegrass for four years, but 
was still learning how to 
manage the crop.

“In general, I use it for soil 
health,” he said. “I think we 
have to do everything we can 
to get water into the ground 
and keep it there.”

As a side benefit, he is getting 
weed control, something he 
didn’t expect when he started 
growing annual ryegrass.

Rothermel said he has trouble getting a stand in the fall, and, 
at times, has difficulty killing annual ryegrass in the spring. 
This year, a particularly rainy spring, he had difficulty killing 
the crop.

“It doesn’t always turn out the way you think it will,” Rothermel 
said. “You’ve got to have Plan A, Plan B and Plan C. I call it 
“‘I’m practicing cover crops’,” he said.

Paul Butler, from Macon, Ill., who is relatively new to cover 
crops, said he uses annual ryegrass to improve soil tilth, break 
up soil compaction and fight weeds.

“When we have compaction issues, there is not a lot I can do,” 
Butler said. “The radish and the ryegrass seem to be doing a 
good job with that.”

Butler, too, said he had a hard time killing his annual ryegrass 
this spring. He failed with his first two sprays, he said. He then 
tried to cultivate it, but that “just made a mess,” he said.

“I waited until it got good and warm, and sprayed it again, 
and it died nice,” he said.

If corn is early, Butler will drill in the annual ryegrass seed. If 
not, he’ll fly it on. This year, because it’s a late crop, he plans 
to fly on the seed with the corn still standing.

Butler planted 1 acre the first year, 10 acres this year, and this 
fall he plans to plant 30 acres.

“If it continues to do well, I’ll do more and more,” he said.

Overall annual ryegrass movement to the Midwest has grown 
from a few thousand pounds in the 1990s to 15 to 20 million 
pounds today, according to Oregon State University Extension 
agent Mark Mellbye. Crop consultant Mike Plumer, a retired 
University of Illinois Extension agent who also works with 
the Commission, estimated annual ryegrass today makes up 
about 25 percent of the burgeoning cover crop market.
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Dan Towery manning the Oregon 
Ryegrass Commission booth at the 
2013 Farm Progress Show.

Cover Crops all the Rage in Midwest

Mark Mellbye talks with a patron at 
the 2013 Farm Progress Show.

The Annual Ryegrass plot at the Farm Progress Show was a nice catalyst 
for discussion about the plant.
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Virus a Threat to Early Planted Winter Wheat

Oregon State University Extension Cereals Specialist Mike 
Flowers is advising Willamette Valley growers to add an 
insecticidal seed treatment to their normal fungicidal 
treatment if planting wheat prior to Oct. 15.

“That is the best protection against barley yellow dwarf virus,” 
Flowers said.

Barley yellow dwarf virus, a disease transmitted by aphids, 
has caused dramatic yield losses in recent years, Flowers said.

“The last three years, we have had fields throughout the state 
that have had 30 to 50 percent yield reductions due to the 
disease,” he said.

Oct. 15 is when aphids typically start dying off in Western 
Oregon, Flowers said.

“Obviously that varies year by year, but, based on our historical 
trends, that’s the date,” Flowers said.

Young wheat plants are attractive to aphids because they are 
a source of fresh, green, leafy tissue, Flowers said. And fall 
infections can significantly reduce yields.

“The earlier the virus gets into the plant, the more damage it 
causes,” Flowers said. “Fall infections are what we try to avoid, 

because they are the ones that cause the biggest yield dip.”

Generally, Flowers said, OSU Extension recommends Western 
Oregon growers start planting winter wheat around the 
second week of October.

“You don’t want to go too early because you are at high risk for 
early season diseases like barley yellow dwarf or strawbreaker 
footrot,” he said.
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OSU Wheat Varieties Excel in Valley Trials

Two Oregon State University releases were the top performers 
three years running in North Willamette Valley wheat yield 
trials.

Rosalyn and Bobtail, both soft white winter wheats, also 
performed well in South Willamette Valley trials, with Rosalyn 
scoring fourth a year ago and 12th this year, and Bobtail 
scoring third this year and fifth a year ago.

Both are acceptable quality for soft white wheat, said OSU 
Extension Cereals Specialist Mike Flowers, with Bobtail on 
the higher end of the quality spectrum and Rosalyn on the 
lower end. Both also are awnless, short, stiff strawed with 
good resistance to stripe rust. Bobtail also carries septoria 
resistance.

Rosalyn yielded 180 bushels an acre in the North Valley this 
year. Bobtail yielded 174.4.

Other high-yielding varieties include LCS Artdeco from 
Limagrain (168.6), SY Ovation from Syngenta (161.6), 
Kaseberg from OSU (158.6) and WB Exp. 436 from WestBred 

(153.3). All are awned varieties with moderate stripe rust 
resistance, Flowers said.

“Ovation and Artdeco are probably going to require two 
fungicide applications,” Flowers said. “Rosalyn, Kaseberg and 
WestBred 436 are probably going to require one fungicide 
application.”

Bobtail may get by with no fungicides.

“I’m not sure I would say no spray on Bobtail, but it is certainly 
the most resistant to stripe rust, has the most resistance to 
septoria and has had no response to fungicides in our trials 
the last two years,” Flowers said.

Flowers said it is encouraging that breeders are coming out 
with disease resistant varieties.

“Going to a wheat that is a one-spray wheat is a big leap for 
us,” he said.

Flowers said to expect a good supply of Bobtail seed as early 
as next year. Look for adequate supplies of Rosalyn seed in 
two years.
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Oregonians for Renewable Power is circulating an initiative 
petition to recognize hydro-electric power as a renewable 
energy under Oregon’s renewable portfolio standard. The 
group hopes to gather 87,213 signatures by July of next year, 
which would qualify the initiative for the November 2014 
ballot.

Under the state’s existing renewable portfolio standard, most 
hydropower is not considered a renewable resource. The 
standard has led utilities to bring online highly subsidized 
and relatively inefficient wind and solar power, which has cost 
Oregon a reported $198 million in tax credits, and resulted in 
a steady increase in utility bills.

Further, the Cascade Policy Institute predicts dramatic rate 
increases are ahead as utilities strive to meet the state’s 
renewable portfolio standard, or RPS.

Under the state’s RPS, large utilities must generate 15 percent 
of their demand with renewable resources by 2015, 20 percent 
by 2020, and 25 percent by 2025.

The standard was established by the 2007 Oregon Legislature. 
Since then, lawmakers have repeatedly rejected proposals 
to amend the standard to include hydropower. The citizens 
group decided this year to take the issue to voters.

The Oregon Seed Council Board decided at its Aug. 27 meeting 
to support the petition because of negative affects large power 
rate increases will have on the seed industry.

“Seed producers and dealers use large amounts of electrical 
power to run seed cleaners, blenders and warehouses,” OSC 
Executive Director Roger Beyer said. “Many producers also 
use electrical power for irrigation.

“Power cost increases are a big enough burden, without the 
addition of high-cost green energy,” Beyer said.

Also, Beyer said: “Including hydropower as green power 
makes sense as it is a renewable resource and will help to keep 
electricity rates more affordable.”

David Reinhard, public affairs director for the initiative, said 
the initiative doesn’t repeal Oregon’s renewable portfolio 
standard: It simply modifies it to recognize all hydropower as 
a qualifying renewable energy source.

Reinhard said the citizens group has been gathering signatures 
through volunteers for several months. In August, the group 
started utilizing paid signature gatherers.

The group is calling the initiative IP3, or the “Hydro as 
Renewable Energy Act.”

For more information, to sign a petition or donate to the 
campaign, go to www.hydropetition.com.
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September 12 OSU Fall Extension Meeting: Forest Grove Elks, 2810 Pacific Ave. Forest Grove; 8:30 a.m.

September 12 OSU Fall Extension Meeting: West Salem Roth’s, 1130 Wallace Road N.W. Salem; 1:30 p.m.

September 13  OSU Fall Extension Meeting: Linn County Fairgrounds, 3700 Knox Butte Road N.E., Albany; 8:30 a.m.

September 17  Oregon Ryegrass Commission meeting: Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany; 6 p.m.

September 24  Oregon Seed Council meeting: Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany; 6:30 p.m.

September 26  Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting: Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany; 6 p.m.

September 30  Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting: Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St. N.E., Salem; 7 p.m.

December 2-3  Oregon Seed Growers League Annual Meeting, Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E., Salem
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THE E-NEWSLETTER

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 

seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s 

happening currently with respect to weather, pest and disease 

outbreaks, harvest, label updates, and other management activities. 

Growers or field reps can provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.

http://www.hydropetition.com



