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Thoughts on Current Crop/Planting
Conditions

Fall weed growth got off to a fast start this year thanks to rains

by Nicole Anderson, OSU Extension Agent

that fell the last week of September in the Willamette Valley.

Soil moisture this fall is higher than most years, certainly
higher than the fall of 2012. While the heavy downpour
that occurred in late September was a little nerve
wracking for everyone, it has resulted in good planting
conditions for some of the later planted grass seed crops
and wheat. There are some nice seed beds out there and
early crop emergence and growth is evident. Grasses and
clovers are showing good plant height and rooting depth,
which will hopefully make those crops more resilient to
cold weather conditions and pest pressure during the
winter months.

As a consequence, many growers treated fields earlier than
usual with soil applied herbicides.
That can be good news for certified annual ryegrass seed
growers, who were able to spray out all of the sprout and
get fields planted early. For established perennial grass seed
fields, however, early sprouting can be problematic, said
Steve Salisbury, field rep for Wilbur-Ellis in Shedd.
“We can’t fall asleep at the
wheel, or we could end up
with a tremendous amount

It will be important to keep a close eye on weeds as
they will also benefit from the soil moisture and warm
temperatures that we have seen in October. Frequent
scouting and timely herbicide sprays will be critical to
keep ahead of the weed pressure. The same should be
said for slugs. Baiting conditions are really good right now
with lots of soil moisture, warm temperatures at night
and no rain. This is a good time to be putting bait stations
out and getting hot spots or entire fields treated with baits
or liquid sprays.

of weed pressure by late fall,”
Salisbury said. “Chemicals
are going to peter out, and
you still could have a month
to go before weeds stop
sprouting.”
The circumstances put a
premium on field scouting,
Salisbury said, particularly
in

established

fields

of

perennial ryegrass, tall fescue
and orchardgrass.
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Winter a Busy Time for Commodity Seed Commissions
By Bryan Ostlund
Oregon’s three major grass seed commissions and the Oregon
Clover Commission have a busy winter ahead.
The Oregon Fine Fescue, Ryegrass and Tall Fescue Commissions
are continuing to work with Lane PR in their national turf
promotion program, and will participate in several national
trade shows in coming months.
The Ryegrass Commission will participate in the National
No-Till Conference, Jan. 15-18 in Springfield, Ill; and at the
Commodity Classic convention and trade show, Feb. 27-March
1 in San Antonio.
The Ryegrass and Tall Fescue Commissions, along with the
Clover and Orchardgrass Commissions, will also participate
at the National Cattlemen’s Convention, Feb. 4-7 in Nashville;
and at the National Farm Machinery Show, Feb. 12-15 in
Louisville. Renowned forage industry specialists Don Ball and
Garry Lacefield will be participating as delegates on behalf
of the commissions at both shows. Lacefield is an extension
forage specialist for the University of Kentucky and Ball is a
retired extension forage specialist from Auburn University.

Oregon grass and forage seed commissions participate in many
industry-related conferences.

for the first time in the Commodity Classic convention,
partnering with the Ryegrass Commission. The commissions’
booth will feature Midwest cover crop experts Dan Towery,
Mike Plumer and Jamie Scott.

The Oregon Fine Fescue Commission will participate in New
England Grows, Feb. 5-7 in Boston; and with the Tall Fescue
Commission, will participate at the Golf Industry Show, Feb.
3-6 in Orlando.

These trade shows are an excellent means of communicating
with professionals and homeowners about the benefits and
value Oregon grass and forage seed brings to sports fields,
municipalities, golf courses, home lawns and forage programs.

At the New England Grows show, the Fine Fescue Commission
will sponsor a booth and are looking into opportunities
to sponsor educational sessions. The message there will
be to promote the environmental advantages and value
of fine fescue and will be aimed at consumers’ homes and
municipalities.

In other commission news, the Clover Commission is setting
new processes for requests for research proposals and is
continuing to push for IR-4 program chemical registrations.
The Clover Commission will discuss these issues at its annual
meeting, Jan. 24 at the Wilsonville Holiday Inn. Midwest cover
crop expert Dan Towery is scheduled to be the keynote speaker
at that meeting.

At the Golf Industry Show, the two fescue commissions will
host a booth and be part of the show’s sponsorship program
promoting the environmental advantages and value fine
fescue and tall fescue bring to golf courses. We plan to
prominently display that message throughout the show,
including on message boards, in short course seminars and in
the trade show. We will have two people from Lane PR there to
introduce us as sponsors at the sessions.

Also in the coming months, the four forage Commissions
will receive a new book on the forage industry being written
by Ball and Lacefield. The two forage specialists will turn the
book over to us soon. We expect within this fiscal year to put
the finishing touches on the book and publish it.

Similar to what we’ve done in the Northeast, the plan is to
bring university program leaders from the South into our
public relations programs as spokespeople. As we work with
media, it’s better if quotes and comments on the value of fine
turf are coming from university sources, and not from what
might appear to be a biased industry.

Ball and Lacefield also will provide a presentation on forage to
Oregon growers at the Oregon Seed Growers League’s annual
meeting, Dec. 2 and 3 in Salem. In addition, they will conduct
a training session for commissioners who will be participating
in the forage related trade shows.

In addition to the Cattlemen’s Convention and National Farm
Machinery Show, the Clover Commission will be participating

All in all, the next few months are a busy time for the grass and
forage seed commodity commissions.
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OSU Seed Lab Report Highlights Improved Efficiencies
By Adriel Garay
We at the Oregon State University Seed Lab first off want to
thank the industry for using our services. We are here to help
you, the Oregon grass seed grower, succeed, and we welcome
any suggestions you may have for improving our operation.

TZs were reported within 24 to 48 hours of receiving samples
this summer, and ploidy within seven to nine days.
Looking ahead, our goal is to maintain the quick turn-around
we achieved this summer and to focus our research to see if
TZ can be used as an alternative to germination.

We are happy to report that this past summer we were able to
provide timely services to our customers. Purity turn-around
was around three to four days (excluding weekends). And
the new no-factoring rule in orchardgrass has dramatically
streamlined orchardgrass purity testing.

Also, we will be conducting workshops and training services
for seed growers, cleaners and dealers again this winter. In
the workshops, we provide training on weed and inert seed
identification, and seed cleaning and seed testing principles.

Also, throughout the summer, we were able to plant seeds
for germination tests the same day or the next morning
after receiving them. And the early-ending of germinations
on ryegrasses streamlined the whole germination process.
Around 50 percent of perennial ryegrass ended on the first
count in July. That progressed to more than 70 percent by the
end of September.

We have yet to finalize dates for the workshops. We will do our
best to get that information to you well in advance.
Again, please let us know if you have suggestions for improving
our operation, and thank you for your business.
Garay is the manager of the OSU Seed Lab

ODA Seeking Quarantine for Ryegrass Toxicity
The Oregon Department of Agriculture is preparing to place
restrictions on the importation of annual ryegrass seed from
Australia and other areas where annual ryegrass toxicity is
known to occur.

Fears are the bacterium could become established in Oregon,
particularly since its nematode vector recently was detected
here, though the bacterium has not been found to date.
Compounding concerns, infections by the bacterium can go
undetected for years, and current control measures do not
effectively eliminate the bacterium from infested fields. Also,
in experimental studies, nematodes native to Oregon have
been shown to successfully vector the bacterium to wheat
and bentgrass.

On October 3, the department filed paperwork to start the
process for adopting a state quarantine, including scheduling
a public hearing and running notices of the hearing in The
Oregonian, Capital Press, Albany Democrat Herald and
Statesman Journal.
The hearing on the proposed quarantine is scheduled for
November 21 at ODA’s Hawthorne laboratory, 151 Hawthorne
St. N.E., Salem, beginning at 10 a.m.

Because R. toxicus is on the USDA Select Agent List for
Bioterrorism, its detection in Oregon likely would result in
a stringent federal response, wrote Nancy Osterbauer, plant
health program manager for ODA, in the department’s risk
assessment report.

Annual ryegrass toxicity is caused by the bacterium
Rathayibacter toxicus. The disease can severely limit seed
production in ryegrass and other grass species. The R. toxicus
bacterium also produces a toxin that can contaminate
grass seed and hay, and can be fatal to grazing animals. The
bacterium is vectored by the nematode Anguina funesta.

The quarantine would require countries with the disease
to officially certify shipments of annual ryegrass seed as
originating from an area that is free of the bacterium, or that
the shipment has been officially tested and found free of the
bacterium. In both cases, documentation supporting these
official statements must be provided to ODA upon request.

In a report developed as part of its quarantine protocol, the
department rated the risk of the bacterium establishing and
spreading in Oregon as very high.

Osterbauer said that if the state quarantine is established, the
department will petition the USDA Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service to enforce the quarantine at all ports of
entry.

Native to Australia, R. toxicus has become established in
New Zealand and South Africa from the introduction of
contaminated seed from Australia. The bacterium also has
been found in Japan.
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Oregon Seed Certification Service Reports Increase in Acres
By Dennis Lundeen
The 2013 inspection season began 7-10 days earlier this year
than most, and many crops overlapped in timing, which
created a rather compressed inspection season by midsummer.

Foundation Seed and Plant Materials Board typically meets
the second week of February. Please check the OSCS website
for further information on these meetings (http://seedcert.
oregonstate.edu/). In addition, OSCS will be participating
with the Oregon Department of Agriculture in an Oregon
Seed Association sponsored workshop on seed labeling and
certification this November.

With regard to the number of acres certified, recent years
seem to have followed the economy, with a recent high of
243,438 acres in 2008, and low of 193,458 acres certified in
2010. Since 2010, acres have increased each year to 232,821
acres in 2012. Total acreage for 2013 will be approximately
240,000. Perennial ryegrass acres have decreased six percent,
and tall fescue has increased 11 percent from 2012 to 2013.

In cooperation with seed growers, warehouse operators
and seed company representatives, OSCS strives to provide
a responsive and responsible certification program which
continues to play its part in maintaining the high quality of
seed Oregon is known to produce within the United States
and internationally.

Some of the additional 2013 increase in acres is coming from
certified small grains (wheat, oats, barley, etc.) and annual
ryegrass. Both have had significant increases the past three
years. In addition, relatively new crops to Oregon like radish
and corn have also added to the increase.

The Oregon Seed Certification Service provides certification
services on field seed crops, native seed, mint roots and
potatoes, and is the federally recognized Seed Certifying
Agency for Oregon. In this role, OSCS completes field and
records inspections related to varietal identity and purity
on over 1,000 different seed varieties across the state. It also
assists in the development of local seed standards for these
crops in cooperation with several advisory committees, and
the Certification, Foundation Seed and Plant Materials Board,
which is chaired by the dean of the Oregon State University
College of Agricultural Sciences.

A complete report on all crops and acres will be published
in the Oregon Seed Certification Activity Summary later this
October.
Currently the Oregon Seed Certification Service is preparing
for fall and winter advisory committee meetings, which are
as follows: Cereals Advisory Committee, November 26; Grass
and Legume and Seed Conditioner’s Advisory meetings,
Dec. 4; Mint Advisory meeting, January 9; and the Potato
Advisory Committee meeting, January 28. The Certification,

Lundeen is manager and seed certification specialist for Oregon
Seed Certification Services

Oregon Seed Council Scholarships

OREGON SEED

Two college scholarships will be available in 2014 from the
Oregon Seed Council, one for $2,500 and one for $1,000.
The scholarships are dedicated to students who have had a
connection with the seed industry, without regard to what
they plan on studying in the future. This is a way to reward
past service to the industry as someone potentially starts a
new career path. This doesn’t preclude a student studying
crop science or agri-business from eligibility, it simply opens
the pool of applicants to a broader audience.
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The complete eligibility rules can be found
on the Oregon Seed Council website. Students interested
in applying are encouraged to go to oregonseedcouncil.org
under the “Info” tab for the rules and scholarship application.
Applications are due March 1, 2014.

The scholarship will be available for college bound students
who come from a farm involved in seed production, have
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Seed Council Forwards Names for GMO Task Force
The Oregon Seed Council has provided Gov. John Kitzhaber
two names to serve on a task force the governor is convening.
The task force will be advising the Oregon Department
of Agriculture in coming months on recommendations
for legislation regarding genetically modified crops to be
considered in 2015.

non-GE growers and means to compensate growers if they
are harmed. Labeling and consumer choice also are issues
that should be carefully considered by the state,” he wrote.
Kitzhaber said he is taking several steps to address these issues,
including forming the task force and advising the Oregon
Department of Agriculture to use its existing authorities to
deal with conflicts between GE and non-GE crops.

“The task force will address labeling requirements, liability,
compensation, budgetary requirements and any other areas
where new authorities are warranted,” the governor wrote in
an Oct. 1 letter to House Speaker Tina Kotek, D-Portland, and
Senate President Peter Courtney, D-Salem.

“This should include, but is not limited to, mapping and
‘pinning’ systems so that growers can coordinate on what
is grown where and when, buffers between GE and non-GE
crops, and exclusion areas,” he wrote.

Kitzhaber wrote that he also expects the task force to guide
ODA on the use of its existing authorities regarding GMO
regulation.

Kitzhaber gave the task force until June 2014 to report back
to him.
In addressing the task force, Kitzhaber wrote that it “will
be balanced, including representatives of the agricultural
sector including organic farming and the environmental
community.”

In the letter, Kitzhaber said he believes agriculture should be
regulated at a state level, and not at a county level. In signing
Senate Bill 633 in October, he assured that will be the case.
The bill bars local governments from regulating agricultural
seed.

Roger Beyer, executive director of the Oregon Seed Council,
said the grass seed industry will be well represented if the
governor selects the two growers the council has put forward.
He said he wasn’t at liberty to divulge their names.

He went on to write that he believes there are “real issues
about genetically engineered crops and other agricultural
products, including how to avoid or minimize conflicts with

USDA Cover Crop Campaign Gets a Boost
A USDA campaign endorsing cover crops is getting a boost
in visibility from The Howard G. Buffett Foundation, a
development that could pay dividends for Oregon seed
producers.

The NRCS campaign is aimed
at improving soil health
by touting the benefits of
cover crops, such as annual
ryegrass, red clover, alfalfa
and radish, crops with seed
production in Oregon.

The foundation decided this past spring to raise awareness
of the two-year-old USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service campaign titled Unlock the Secrets in the Soil.

The campaign provides
growers tools and knowledge
about improving soil health
through the use of cover
crops.

An article recently released in an online publication provided
information on the campaign and profiled two growers who
use cover crops.
Leon Moses of Greensboro, N.C., said he began using annual
ryegrass, hairy vetch and clover as cover crops in 2006.

The Howard G. Buffett Foundation works to improve food
security for impoverished and marginalized populations by,
among other means, improving the sustainability of food
production.

“I began to learn very quickly that no-till and cover crops
combined to make healthy soils that rewarded me with higher
yields,” Moses is quoted as saying.
Jack Erisman of Illinois said he’s been using cover crops for
many years. “The bottom line?” he said. “Cover crops offer a
way to find true sustainability and real costs savings.”

With the Illinois Department of Agriculture recently starting a
cover crop initiative and the NRCS campaign getting a boost
in visibility, it is clear that cover crop seed production offers
Oregon producers a growing market opportunity.
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CALENDAR
2013
October 30

Oregon Seed Council meeting, Cascade Grill, 110 Opel St. N.E., Albany, 6:30 p.m.

November 12-14

Willamette Valley Ag Expo, Linn County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Rd., Albany. (Core Credit classes offered 12 and 14)

November 14-16

Tri-State Grain Growers Convention, Davenport Hotel, 10 S. Post St., Spokane, WA

December 2-3

Oregon Seed Growers League Annual Meeting, Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

December 4-6

Hermiston Farm Fair, Hermiston Conference Center, 415 S. Hwy 395, Hermiston, OR

January 7

OSU Extension Wheat and Seed Production Meeting, Linn County Fair and Expo Center, Albany, 8:30 a.m.

January 8

OSU Extension Wheat and Seed Production Meeting, Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 2810 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove, 8:30 a.m.

January 8

OSU Extension Wheat and Seed Production Meeting, West Salem Roth’s, 1130 Wallace Rd., N.W., Salem, 1:30 p.m.

January 15

Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Conference, Linn County Fair and Expo Center, Albany, 8 a.m.

January 24

Oregon Clover Commission Annual Growers Meeting, Wilsonville Holiday Inn, 25425 S.W. 95th Ave., Wilsonville

CONNECT WITH US

THE E-NEWSLETTER

To sign-up for this e-newsletter
or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.
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