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THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

Willie Vogt, a speaker at the Oregon Seed League’s 73rd annual 

convention, has a simple message for farmers: The more you 

embrace and use technology, the better off you will be.

Vogt, editorial director of Penton/Farm Progress Magazine, 

encourages farmers to incorporate technology into their 

operations, and to use Facebook and other social media to 

improve their image among an urban populace that has little 

understanding of what it takes to produce a crop.

Vogt’s presentation, “National Media Perspectives, Trends 

and the Growing Influence of Social Media,” is scheduled the 

morning of Dec. 3 at the two-day convention. His presentation 

is among a diverse lineup that includes:

•	 A market report from Sam Cable of Barenbrug;

•	 An update on the political landscape from Oregon Senate 

Minority Leader Ted Ferrioli, R-John Day;

•	 An update on the new mandatory program for health 

insurance from Dennis Gamroth of Pacific Risk Management;

•	 A presentation by Oregon Department of Agriculture 

Director Katy Coba on “The Complicated Diversity of Issues 

Impacting Growers;”

•	 A talk on “Forages: Changes, Challenges and Opportunities” 

by University of Kentucky and Auburn University forage 

specialists Gary Lacefield and Don Ball, respectively;

•	 And an update on the Farm Bill by Barry Bushue, president of 

the Oregon Farm Bureau and vice president of the American 

Farm Bureau.

The convention begins with registration December 2 at 7:30 

a.m. It adjourns December 3 at 3:30 p.m. Location: Salem 

Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

Interested parties can pre-registration for the convention 

online at www.seedleague.org/registration.html through 

November 22. Registration is also available by calling the Seed 

League office at 503-364-1673. The complete program can be 

seen at seedleague.org/program-2013.pdf.

Willie Vogt, pictured at this summer’s Farm Progress Show in Decatur, 
Ill., will provide a presentation on National Media Perspectives, Trends 
and the Growing Influence of Social Media at the 73rd annual Oregon 
Seed League’s convention.
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EPA: Farms May Need SPCC Plan

According to the EPA, growers need to prepare and have on 
hand a Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure Plan, 
or SPCC Plan, if they have more than 1,320 gallons of above-
ground oil storage capacity and if their location provides a 
reasonable pathway to surface water.

Under the latter requirement, the EPA notes that a “reasonable 
pathway” does not have to be a navigable waterway. “If a fuel 
tank is next to the road ditch which eventually connects to a 
creek, that could be considered reasonable pathway to surface 
water,” the agency wrote.

It is up to the individual to determine if the farm is subject to 
the SPCC regulations, according to the agency.

A permit is not necessary, but the agency wrote that in cases 
where a farm needs a plan, “fines will be issued” if a spill occurs 
and the farm does not have a plan.

Plans must include a secondary containment facility that 
is designed to hold 110 percent of the volume of the largest 

tank on the farm. Containment systems could include berms, 
curbing or sorbent materials, the agency wrote.

In most cases, growers can self certify. Requirements for 
professional certification can come into play when growers 
have more than 10,000 gallons in above ground oil storage 
capacity.

Although the rule has been around since 1973, the EPA made 
a push to bring farmers into compliance after amendments to 
the rule were added in 2009.

It set a compliance date of November 10, 2010 at that time.

More information on SPCC plans, and self-certification 
templates are available from the EPA at http://www.epa.gov/
oem/docs/oil/spcc/sample_plan.pdf .

Growers also are welcomed to call Roger Beyer at the Oregon 
Seed Council office, 503-585-1157, for more information.

Oregon State University’s College of Agricultural Sciences 
plans by next fall to fill the vacant position created with the 
retirement of soil scientist John Hart.

From there, personnel decisions get muddy.

The college’s Executive Associate Dean Bill Boggess said that 
several positions are “in the mix” of positions the college could 
fill in coming months, including a third Willamette Valley field 
crops extension agent.

The mid-Valley has been without a field crops extension agent 
since Tom Silberstein left earlier this year to take a position 
in Klamath Falls. The position remains a high priority for the 
grass seed industry.

Also in the mix is a Willamette Valley vegetable crops extension 
agent. The valley will be without a fulltime vegetable crops 
extension agent after Dan McGrath retires at the end of 
January.

The Valley formerly had two extension agents serving vegetable 
crops: Bob McReynolds served the North Valley, and McGrath 
the South. McReynolds, who retired from fulltime work several 
years back, discontinued his half-time position in June of this 
year.

Boggess said agricultural administration at OSU will devise 
a formal “priority staffing” plan in late November, keeping 
in mind that Hart’s position already is identified as the top 
priority.

Hart, a soil scientist and plant nutritionist, received the Oregon 
Ryegrass Growers Association 2013 Service Award at the 
association’s meeting last January.

Boggess said that budget cuts have forced the college to 
operate at 25 percent less capacity than in 2007, leading to 
some difficult personnel decisions.

The Valley vegetable crop position and the mid-Valley field 
crops position “may surface as part of this upcoming priority 
staffing,” Boggess said, “but they are a little further down the 
list (than the soil scientist/plant nutrition position). Until we 
see everything else, and where we are budget-wise, it is not 
clear to me that they’ll make the cut.”

For now, Boggess said, Ed Peachey, an associate professor and 
weed scientist in the college’s Department of Horticulture, 
has been asked to cover vegetable crops in the valley; And 
South Valley extension agent Paul Marquardt and North Valley 
extension agent Nicole Anderson have been asked to cover the 
complete Valley.

“Those (vegetable crops and field crops) are both being 
covered,” Boggess said. “But we don’t have as much depth as 
we would like (in the Valley), and so we will be circling back on 
those when we get the capacity.”

The Valley’s vegetable crop and third agronomy positions are 
competing for resources against vacant positions across the 
state, Boggess said.

OSU Looks to Fill Soil Scientist Position

http://www.epa.gov/oem/docs/oil/spcc/sample_plan.pdf
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The annual Dunn Carney Ag Summit, scheduled January 10 
this year at the Wilsonville Holiday Inn, provides participants 
an insight into legal issues affecting Oregon agriculture.

It also provides an opportunity for something rare to come by 
these days: Free legal advice.

The format for the six-year-old summit has stayed the same 
since its origin, according to Tim Bernasek, a Dunn Carney 
lawyer who specializes in agricultural law and who first 
conceived the summit.

It starts with an overview by Oregon Department of Agriculture 
Director Katy Coba on the state of Oregon agriculture. It then 
drills down into four presentations on issues of importance to 
the agricultural industry. Topics on January 10 agenda include: 
The latest developments on water resources in Oregon; a 
discussion on conservation easements titled, “Threat or 
Opportunity;” a discussion surrounding agri-tourism titled, 

“How Farm Stands Became a Legal Football;” and an update 
on farm labor immigration reform.

Keynote speaker this year is Sherri Noxel from the Austin 
Family Business Program at Oregon State University.

The event concludes with lunch.

Bernasek said he thought of sponsoring the summit as a way to 
give back to an agricultural community that has turned to him 
for legal advice often over the years. Also, he said, the idea was 
to provide a unique forum on legal issues affecting agriculture.

Participation at the event has grown from 95 in 2008, its first 
year, to 122 in 2011. Attendance slipped slightly last year due 
to weather.

The event is free. Participants are asked to register by 
going to: http://www.dunncarney.com/news-events/ag-
summit-2014-2.

Annual Ag Summit Tackles Legal Issues

Lawmakers Approve Bill Banning Local Governments From Regulating GMOs

In the three-day special legislative session that ran from 
September 30 to October 2, lawmakers approved a bill that pre-
empts local government bodies from regulating genetically 
modified organisms, or GMOs.

The seed pre-emption bill, as Senate Bill 863 is known, was 
included in a package of five bills lawmakers approved in 
the special session that was called by Gov. John Kitzhaber. 
Kitzhaber called the session in an attempt to free up money for 
schools and health and human services.

The governor and leaders of the House and Senate put 
together a bipartisan agreement – “the grand bargain,” as it is 
known – that frees up an additional $180 million for colleges 
and universities, health and human services and the depleted 
K-12 education budget.

The additional revenue will come from a combination of 
public employee pension reforms, tax reforms that lower the 
threshold for the highest corporate income tax bracket from 
$10 million to $1 million and caps on personal income tax 
exemptions for the wealthy.

The five-bill package also included tax reductions on some  
S corporations and LLCs, and SB 863.

 The seed pre-emption bill provides an exemption for Jackson 
County, where a measure already has been earmarked for the 
May 2014 ballot that would prohibit production of genetically 

modified crops in that county. But it puts a halt to several 
initiatives that sought to ban the production of GMO crops, 
including initiatives in Josephine, Benton, Lane, Clackamas, 
Multnomah and Washington counties.

Those initiatives could have been disastrous for the agricultural 
community, resulting in a patchwork of regulations that would 
have been confusing, at the least, patently unfair and next to 
impossible for counties to enforce with their limited budgets 
and little agricultural expertise, according to testimony in 
support of SB 863.

Some lawmakers said the seed pre-emption bill was a key to 
generating Republican support for the package. That the bill 
even was included in the five-bill package says a lot about 
persistence, said Oregon Seed Council Executive Director 
Roger Beyer.

Beyer said the ag lobby consistently stressed the importance of 
passing a seed pre-emption bill during the special session and 
during the 2013 regular legislative session, when a similar bill, 
Senate Bill 633, passed the Senate by a vote of 17-12, but died 
in the House Rules Committee.

“Whenever we talked to a legislator, we would always bring up 
the issue,” Beyer said.

“I guess it shows persistence pays off,” he said.

http://www.dunncarney.com/news-events/ag-summit-2014-2
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Annual ryegrass seed production has an extended and 
interesting history in Oregon. In a book by former Oregon 
State University Extension Seed Certification Specialist Don 
Brewer, titled “Oregon Seed Production,” he indicates ryegrass 
in general is noted in Oregon literature prior to 1900, with seed 
production beginning in the 1920s.

Certified annual ryegrass began in 1959 with a variety bred and 
developed in Texas named Gulf. Records indicate there were 
508 acres of certified Gulf annual ryegrass in 1961.

Fast-forward from 1961 to the years 2000-2008, and the average 
certified annual ryegrass production in Oregon was 2,463 acres, 
with a high of 3,113 in 2000 and a low of 1,892 acres in 2003.

Beginning in 2009, certified acreage began to increase. Certified 
annual ryegrass acres was 5,010 in 2009; 6,127 in 2010; 10,104 
in 2011; 16,580 in 2012; and 13,156 in 2013.

This sharp increase was primarily due to additional foreign 
demand, combined with a recent interest in annual ryegrass 
as a cover crop in Midwest corn and soybean rotations. These 
changes have led to increased market interest, so for those who 
may be interested in producing certified annual ryegrass, here 
is a review of the process and how to get started.

The procedures and requirements to certify annual ryegrass in 
Oregon are similar to most other grass species, with the basic 
requirements listed here:

•	 Varieties certified must be accepted and listed with the 
Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS). Accepted varieties 
have been through a review process and are considered to 
be Distinct, Uniform and Stable. This requirement is for 
varieties of both domestic and foreign origin.

•	 Field History requirements must be met. The standard 
field history requirement is five years out of annual or 

intermediate ryegrass, or festulolium. With certain defined 
procedures this can be modified to as low as two years.

•	 Seedstock used must be of the correct generation: 
Foundation, Registered or Breeder Seed.

•	 All fields receive an initial inspection at planting and a crop 
inspection when mature.

•	 Harvested fields must have correct isolation distances from 
all other ryegrasses, festulolium and meadow fescue with 
the same ploidy level.

•	 Seed testing

 - Seed samples are taken by OSCS and tested at the OSU  
 Seed Lab.

 - Standard seed tests include purity, germination,   
 fluorescence and an All-States noxious weed exam.

 - Tetraploid varieties require a ploidy exam.

•	 Certified tags are then issued for all lots that meet published 
field and seed standards.

If we can look to the past 113 years of annual ryegrass history 
and use that to predict the future, then it appears annual 
ryegrass will continue to play a major part of seed production 
in Oregon, and certified production will be an important part 
of that.

For complete details on Oregon certified production of annual 
ryegrass and other species, please visit the OSCS website at 
http://seedcert.oregonstate.edu, or contact us at the Oregon 
Seed Certification Service, 31 Crop Science Building, Oregon 
State University Corvallis, OR  97331-3003. Phone: 541-737-
4513.  

Dennis Lundeen is the Seed Certification Manager at Oregon 
State University
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Certified Annual Ryegrass Production in Oregon

By Dennis Lundeen

2013-14
December 2-3 Oregon Seed Growers League Annual Meeting, Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

December 4-6 Hermiston Farm Fair, Hermiston Conference Center, 415 S. Hwy 395, Hermiston, OR

January 7 OSU Extension Wheat and Seed Production Meeting, Linn County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany, 8:30 a.m.

January 8 OSU Extension Wheat and Seed Production Meeting, Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 2810 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove, 8:30 a.m.

January 8 OSU Extension Wheat and Seed Production Meeting, West Salem Roth’s, 1130 Wallace Rd., N.W., Salem, 1:30 p.m.

January 10 Dunn Carney Ag Summit, Holiday Inn, Wilsonville, 25425 S.W. 95th Ave., 7:30 a.m.

January 15 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Conference, Linn County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany, 8 a.m.

January 24 Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting, Holiday Inn, Wilsonville, 25425 S.W. 95th Ave.

CALENDAR

http://seedcert.oregonstate.edu



