
1 

The Oregon Department of Agriculture has issued an advisory 

to grass seed growers to make sure they apply zinc phosphide 

below ground until the above-ground application season kicks in 

beginning in May.

The March 19 advisory was in response to the discovery of dead 

geese at Staats Lake, just north of Salem. Twenty-two geese were 

found dead on the lake in an incident in early March. Three were 

found dead near the lake in a second incident.

A necropsy performed at the University of California, Davis, 

showed the geese died from ingesting zinc phosphide, said 

Rose Kachadoorian, pesticide registration and certification 

leader at ODA. Zinc phosphide is the active ingredient in baits 

used on Oregon grass seed fields to control voles. Registration 

labels prohibit growers from applying the product above ground 

between September 1 and early May.

In its advisory, ODA stressed that growers must follow label 

directions on the restricted use rodenticide, and that a copy of 

the product’s label must be in the applicator’s possession while 

applying it. The advisory stressed that the label prohibits applying 

the bait to bare ground or above ground on grass grown for seed 

at this time of year.

Kachadoorian said that in the past, the department has uncovered 

incidents where workers were sloppy when applying the bait to 

vole holes.

“We have seen a number of cases where we’ve done use 

observations or responded to complaints about zinc phosphide 

where it is clear that they were aiming for the hole, but were in a 

hurry and spilled some on the soil surface,” she said. “That is not 

legal.”

Zinc phosphide is extremely toxic to geese, she said.

She said repeated incidents of misapplications could result 

in growers losing the availability of zinc phosphide and other 

rodenticide products.

“That is always an option,” Kachadoorian said. “We haven’t gone 

in that direction in recent years, because we haven’t seen geese 

dying for a couple of years now.”

The department also reported this week that in the process of 

additional surveillance triggered by the goose deaths, an inspector 

found what appears to be an off-label application of an anti-

coagulant rodenticide not registered for use on grass grown for 

seed in a grass seed field in the South Valley.
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The department is in the process of identifying the anti-coagulant. 

Dale Mitchell, pesticide compliance program manager for ODA, 

said it appears to be Ramik Brown. Mitchell said he hopes to have 

test results by the first of April.

Mitchell said the geese deaths and the South Valley incidents are 

not connected in any way, and that the department knows of no 

recent bird deaths in the south valley from ingesting a pesticide 

product.

Ramik Brown is registered for use around structures; terrestrial 

non-food, non-feed areas; almond, filbert and walnut orchards; 

commercial nurseries; and Christmas tree plantations. It is not 

labeled for use on grass grown for seed.

Mitchell echoed Kachadoorian’s comments, saying that off-

labeled use of rodenticides could have serious ramifications for 

growers’ ability to control voles in the future.

“Rodenticide products that may be being used for vole or rodent 

control that are not authorized are a very serious concern and 

could impact the availability of any rodenticide products for use 

within grass grown for seed,” Mitchell said.

Mitchell said he also has received an additional report in recent 

days that zinc phosphide was found above ground on a grass 

seed field in the South Valley. Here again, this application is not 

suspected to have caused any goose deaths.

In cases of gross negligence or willful misconduct, the department 

can fine pesticide applicators as much as $10,000 per incident for 

applying product off-label.

The department determines when to open the above-ground 

baiting season through consultations with wildlife biologists at 

the ODFW. In recent years, the above-ground application season 

for zinc phosphide has opened between May 1 and May 8.

“It all depends on when the birds leave,” Kachadoorian said.

Farms Groups Unite to Defeat Anti-GMO Measure in Jackson County

Oregonians for Food and Shelter (OFS), the Oregon Farm Bureau 

and Oregon Cattlemen’s Association are among farm organizations 

working to defeat a ballot measure that seeks to outlaw production 

of genetically engineered crops in Jackson County.

Scott Dahlman, executive director of Oregonians for Food and 

Shelter, said the groups have been raising funds for the No on 

Measure 15-119 campaign, and working to unify the measure’s 

opposition.

“(OFS’s) Paulette (Pyle) has been living down there pulling together 

the different groups so the farmers know what is going on and 

can be united behind (the No on Measure 15-119 campaign),” 

Dahlman said.

He said Jackson County residents can expect to see “a lot of signs 

and bumper stickers” in coming days. And, he said, “There will be 

a full month of TV and radio ads talking about why the measure is 

a bad idea.”

Dahlman said out-of-state money in opposition to the measure 

has been coming in from the American Farm Bureau Federation, 

some state Farm Bureaus and national and regional sugar beet 

associations.

Sugar beet associations “are especially concerned with this,” 

Dahlman said, “because Oregon is a huge supplier of sugar beet 

seed for the rest of the nation and the genetically engineered 

variety of sugar beet basically dominates the market.”

Also, Dahlman said, the sugar beet associations “are fearful that if 

counties in Oregon start doing this, that counties elsewhere will 

begin to do it, as well. They see this as precedent setting.”

Dahlman said the measure “is a bad idea” for several reasons.

“First and foremost, it is extremely disconcerting anytime you have 

an electorate determining what crops can or cannot be grown 

within a county. Above and beyond that, in Jackson County, you 

are creating a measure that creates a whole bunch of new work 
for a county that really can’t afford to have new people on staff to 
enforce this kind of measure.

continued from page 1

continued on page 3
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“The county manager made a presentation to county 
commissioners last week and said that in the first year, it will cost 
the county over $200,000 to implement this measure,” Dahlman 
said. “That is $200,000 that either is going to have to come from 
increased taxes, or from cuts to other services.”

Dahlman said initiatives are circulating in other Oregon counties 
that also would ban production of GMO crops, including initiatives 
in Benton and Lane counties. Also, Josephine County voters will 
vote on a similar measure in the May 20 primary election, but 
that measure isn’t expected to be implemented given that Oregon 
lawmakers passed a seed pre-emption law in 2013, which bars 
counties and other government bodies below the state level from 
banning production of genetically engineered crops.

If it passes, however, the Josephine County measure could provide 
“standing” for a lawsuit challenging the seed pre-emption law, as 
the 2013 legislation is known.

“If it passes, we believe that most definitely the seed pre-emption 
law will be challenged in court,” Dahlman said.

Also, Dahlman said, “While we do have a seed pre-emption law on 
the books, a law is only as good as the next Legislature. If political 
pressure increases, you never know what could happen, and that 
could put growers at risk in Lane, Benton and Josephine counties.”

The Jackson County measure was “grandfathered” in because it 
had already qualified for the ballot before lawmakers passed the 
seed pre-emption bill.

Dahlman said grass seed farmers can help defeat the Jackson 
County measure by going to www.protectoregonfarmers.com 
and contributing, or by submitting their name to the campaign 
and signing on as a supporter. Doing so, he said, can show 
Jackson County voters “the groundswell of support from farmers 
throughout Oregon about why they see this as important.”

continued from page 2

Oregon State University Extension Cereals Specialist Mike Flowers 
is reporting that Septoria and stripe rust pressure in winter wheat 
is low across the region.

“Due to the cold weather that we had, and particularly the cold and 
dry weather that we had in the fall, the level of Septoria is lower 
than what it has been in the past, and we have yet to see any stripe 
rust, or receive any reports of it,” Flowers said in a phone interview 
March 14.

“Those are two good signs for wheat growers. Maybe we are getting 
a little break here from the two major diseases that we fight year in 
and year out,” Flowers said.

Flowers said growers should keep an eye on fields, but, in general, 
they may want to hold back on adding a fungicide to their tank 
mixes in the immediate future.

“Generally, if they have a stripe rust resistant variety 
– if they are growing Kaseberg, Legion or Bobtail for 
seed – I’ve not been recommending that they make that 
(fungicide) application,” he said. “We’ve got an issue 
with Septoria gaining resistance to our fungicides, so if 
we can back off our applications, that is certainly a plus.”

Growers with Goetze or SY Ovation – varieties susceptible to 
stripe rust – typically already will have added a fungicide 
to their tank mixes, Flowers said, but here again, he 
noted, no stripe rust had been reported in those 
varieties as of mid-March.

The lack of early season stripe rust pressure typically means lower 
pressure throughout the season, Flowers said.

“The longer we can go without getting stripe rust, generally the 
better that is for us as far as fighting the disease later in the year,” 
he said. “If it has not overwintered, that means it has to come in 
from somewhere else.”

Flowers said low disease pressure early in the season is unusual. 
“It’s been probably four or five years (since we’ve had low disease 
pressure),” he said. “Normally we’ve had reports of stripe rust by 
now, because it has overwintered. What we found this year is the 
cold temperatures have really slowed things down.”

On a separate topic, Flowers asked growers who encounter Septoria 
resistance to fungicides to report the incidents to OSU.

“We’d like to hear about it, because we’d like to get an idea whether 
this thing is moving fast, or if it is moving slow, so that we can keep 
ahead of it,” Flowers said.

Growers can call Flowers direct at 541-737-9940 if they believe they 
are encountering resistance.

Flowers estimated that wheat acreage in the 
Valley this year is “in the 100,000 acre range.

“Grass is going up and down, radishes and other crops are 
increasing in acreage, but I think the wheat acres have 

stayed pretty steady,” he said.

 

Stripe Rust, Septoria Pressure Low in Wheat

http://www.protectoregonfarmers.com
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Statisticians at USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service 

had slightly higher acreage estimates for annual ryegrass and tall 

fescue seed than production estimates compiled by Oregon State 

University Extension and a slightly lower estimate of perennial 

ryegrass seed production. But overall, the acreage figures are 

pretty similar.

In their second year of compiling production acreage estimates for 

the Oregon grass seed industry, USDA NASS enumerators reported 

that Oregon growers produced tall fescue seed on 138,000 acres, 

while OSU reported tall fescue seed production at 134,680.

NASS put annual ryegrass seed production at 128,000 acres, while 

OSU put it at 126,040.

NASS estimated perennial ryegrass seed production at 99,000 

acres, compared to 104,790 acres in the OSU report.

The NASS survey also calculated acreage going forward, something 

the OSU survey doesn’t provide. NASS determined that 129,000 

acres of annual ryegrass are available for harvest in 2014; 112,000 

acres of perennial ryegrass are available for harvest in 2014; and 

146,000 acres of tall fescue are available for harvest in 2014.

NASS reported that it received responses from 75 percent of those 

contacted for its 2014 survey.

The NASS survey was funded by the Oregon Ryegrass Growers 

Seed Commission, the Oregon Tall Fescue Commission and the 

Oregon Grass Seed Bargaining Association.

NASS Acreage Numbers Similar to OSU’s

Oregon growers produced 3.4 percent more pounds of grass seed 

in 2013 than in 2012, but saw a 12.7 percent increase in value as 

higher prices took root in an industry plagued by low prices during 

and after the Great Recession.

The disparity in increases between price and production was 

revealed in retired Oregon State University Extension Seed 

Specialist Bill Young’s annual Grass and Legume Seed Estimates.

Other figures released in the report show that harvested grass 

seed acres increased from 408,000 in 2012 to 415,916 in 2013. The 

acreage is still well below the 2004-05 historic high of 528,760, but 

up significantly from the 373,295 acres grown in 2010-11.

Annual ryegrass production remained relatively stable at 126,040 

(compared to 127,040 in 2012). Perennial ryegrass dropped only 

slightly, from 105,160 in 2012 to 104,790 in 2013. Tall fescue acres, 

meanwhile, increased from 127,250 in 2012 to 134,680 in 2013.

Percentage-wise Kentucky bluegrass and Chewings fescue showed 

the biggest increases from a year ago, with the bluegrass acres 

increasing 13.2 percent to 11,970 in 2013, and the Chewings acres 

increasing to 8,270 in 2013.

Grass seed values increased $55.4 million from a year earlier, and 

increased nearly $120 million from two years ago. The $417 million 

in production value in 2013 was still down substantially from the 

historic high of $505.3 million in 2007-08.

Legume seed crop estimates showed that crimson clover acreage 

jumped substantially, as growers harvested 11,340 acres in 2013, 

up from 8,690 in 2012. Meanwhile, red clover acreage dropped 

substantially, going from 17,350 in 2012 to 14,180 in 2013.

Overall, growers harvested 40,255 acres of legume seed in 2013, 

down from 40,925 in 2012, and down from 43,043 in 2011. Legume 

seed value, however, was at a record $44.1 million due to strong 

prices for all clover crops.

The 2013 Grass and Legume Seed Estimates will be available for 

growers to view online soon, Young said. Production statistics 

from 2012 to 1976 are available by going to the Oregon Agricultural 

Information Network (http://oain.oregonstate.edu).

Extension Economist Bart Eleveld helped compile the report.

Grass and Legume Seed Production Estimates Show Big Increase in Value

http://oain.oregonstate.edu
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The field crops position held by Paul Marquardt was approved 

to be refilled immediately after Paul announced his resignation 

in early January and the search process is being conducted. The 

position had a full consideration closing date of February 28, 

and from the pool of over 30 applicants in place at that time, 

two well qualified applicants were selected for interview in 

early April.

Additional applications will be reviewed following the final 

closing date of March 18 and additional interviews scheduled 

if warranted. We hope to have the new person in place by this 

summer if at all possible. With this new faculty member on board, 

we will be back to a Willamette Valley county-based field crops 

staff of two. When budgets improve, our intent is to add a third 

position back to the Mid-Valley.

South Willamette Valley Extension Field Crops Position Update

By Russ Karow, Head, CSS Crop and Soil Science

After a cold, wet start to spring, the weather has finally begun to 

cooperate and fertilizer has been going on grass seed fields for 

several weeks. Some split applications will continue into April.

Fertilizer prices are stable or slightly cheaper than last year.

Many growers have gotten a good start on spraying early spring 

herbicides on grass and clover seed crops. Some have also used 

this as an opportunity to start “burning down” fields that will be 

planted to spring cereal, grass and vegetable crops.

In some areas of the Valley, barley yellow dwarf virus symptoms 

became very apparent on perennial ryegrass in late winter. Vole 

damage has also been a problem in grass and clover seed fields this 

year. Baiting programs were expensive and not always effective.

Some fall-planted clover seed fields suffered from freezing 

conditions that occurred in December and January and needed 

to be re-planted. Many crimson clover fields, especially ones 

that were early planted or volunteered, have had to be treated for 

sclerotinia rot.

Current conditions are favorable for spring slug baiting, especially 

on seedling grass and clovers and fields that may be no-till planted 

next fall.

Spring Seed Crop Update

By Nicole Anderson, OSU Extension Agent

The Oregon Seed Certification Service is continuing the Early 

Sampling program for annual and perennial ryegrass seed lots.

To request this service, the service is requesting you send a list of 

fields to the Seed Certification office by April 1. The service asks 

growers to list the seed, grower, field number, acreage and variety 

and crop for each seed field on the application, which is available 

online on the service’s website www.seedcert.oregonstate.edu/

forms.

The service said that soon after receiving requests, it will check 

the eligibility of each field and send growers a confirmation letter, 

along with an invoice for those eligible fields.

The service asks growers with any questions to call the Oregon 

Seed Certification office at 541-737-4513.

Early Sampling Deadline Approaches

http://www.seedcert.oregonstate.edu/forms
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If you don’t have health insurance through your employer, 

Medicare or Medicaid, you’ll need an individual policy or you 

could face a fine in 2014.

After March 31, you must qualify for a hardship exemption or a 

special enrollment period to sign up for health coverage. Special 

enrollment periods can last 60 days from the date of the qualifying 

event and include:

	 •	 Getting	married

	 •	 Having,	adopting	or	placement	of	a	child

	 •	 Permanently	moving	offering	different	health	plan	options

	 •	 Losing	 other	 health	 coverage	 due	 to	 job	 loss,	 divorce,	 loss	 

  of eligibility for Medicaid or CHIP, expiration of COBRA  

  coverage or a health plan being decertified. 

	 •	 A	change	in	income	or	household	status	that	affects	eligibility	 

  for tax credits or cost-sharing reductions for those already  

  enrolled

Without a qualifying event you can’t buy insurance until the next 

Open Enrollment Period. Job-based plans generally allow special 

enrollment periods of 30 days.

If you choose not to buy health insurance but can afford to, you 

must pay the individual shared responsibility payment. This is the 

greater of 1 percent of your yearly income or $95 per person for the 

year (uninsured children is $47.50 per child). The most a family 

would have to pay in 2014 is $285. This increases every year and is 

paid when you pay taxes.

There are certain circumstances where you won’t have to make the 

payment, including:

	 •	 Uninsured	for	less	than	three	months	of	the	year

	 •	 The	lowest-priced	coverage	cost	more	than	8	percent	of	your	 

  household income

	 •	 Income	is	too	low	and	you	don’t	have	to	file	a	tax	return

	 •	 Not	lawfully present in the U.S.

For more information and enrollment contact the author Spencer 

Gould at 503-399-2100 ext. 309 or by email spencerg@pacificrisk.

com. Spencer provides insurance services to agriculture through 

Pacific Risk Management, Inc.

Insurance Update: Open Enrollment Ends March 31

2014
April 17 Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

April 21 Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting, 10 a.m., Hood River Hotel, Hood River

April 22 Oregon Seed Council meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

April 23 Oregon Clover Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Jake’s Deli and Restaurant, 1208 Baker St., McMinnville

April 24 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Seed Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

CALENDAR

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

