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OSU Hires New South Valley Extension Agent
Oregon State University’s College of Agricultural Sciences
announced that it has filled the South Willamette Valley field crops
extension agent position.

“That was another real advantage we saw,” Karow said. The
extension service offers some Spanish language training in
horticultural crops and is hoping to extend that to field crops,
Karow said.

Clare Sullivan succeeds Paul Marquardt, who left earlier this year
after serving less than a year in that position.

Thirty-five people applied for the position.

Sullivan will begin June 16.

With Sullivan’s addition, the extension service now has two field
crops agents serving the Willamette Valley.

She will have responsibility for field crops extension and applied
research activities in Linn, Benton and Lane counties, with limited
responsibility to mid-Valley growers, according to Russ Karow,
head of the college’s Crop and Soil Sciences Department.

“The grander vision is still to ultimately have three field-cropping
systems agronomists doing county-level activity here in the
Valley,” Karow said.

Sullivan has a master’s degree in soil science from the University
of Sasketchwan and experience in integrated pest management,
crop management, water quality and university teaching.

Asked when that might happen, Karow said, “We’re still waiting to
figure that out.”

“Among the things that attracted us to her is she has a broad range
of experience,” Karow said. “She’s done some IPM work, where she
was working with horticultural crops. She has done work looking at
greenhouse gases and soil fertility in cereal-legume crop rotations.
And she has taught classes.”
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2014 CALENDAR
May 20

Primary Election Day. Ballots must be received by county elections offices by 8 p.m.
Ag PAC endorsements can be found at http://www.agpac.biz

May 20

North Valley Spring Field Day: On Old McMinnville Highway, just east of Carlton; 1:30 p.m.
Contact Nicole Anderson for details, 503-553-9922.

May 22

South Valley Spring Field Day: Contact Mike Flowers for information: 541-737-9940.

May 22

Union County Field Burn/Smoke Management Program Review and Committee Meeting:
Union County 4-H and Extension Education Center Conference Room; 10 a.m. to noon.

May 28

Hyslop Farm Field Day: 3455 N.E. Granger Road, Corvallis; 8 a.m.

May 28

Hermiston Agricultural Research and Extension Center Grass Seed Field Day; 2121 South First St., Hermiston; 8:30 a.m. to noon.

June 25-27

Oregon Seed Association Summer Convention, Salishan Spa and Golf Resort, 7760 U.S. 101, Gleneden Beach.
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Above Ground Restrictions on ZP Lifted Through August
The Oregon Department of Agriculture on May 2 lifted the aboveground application restrictions on zinc phosphide.

The department is investigating the incident and could issue civil
penalties to the grower or growers responsible. No enforcement
action has been taken to date.

Four zinc phsophide products are now available for above-ground
use on grass seed fields under special local needs labels:

Kachadoorian wanted to remind growers that above-ground
application of zinc phosphide still is restricted when geese are
present in a field, or have been seen in a field within 14 days.

• HACCO/Prozap Zinc Phosphide Oat Bait;
• Bell/ZP Rodent Bait AG;

The products can be applied above ground through August 31.

Three zinc phosphide products are currently registered for belowground use in grass seed fields and can be used below ground
throughout the year: Bell/ZP Rodent Bait AG; Motomco/AP AG
Pellets; and HACCO/Prozap Zinc Phosphide Pellets.

The May 2 start date for above-ground application is six days
earlier than last year’s May 8 start date, and one day later than the
earliest allowed, which is May 1.

Care must be taken so that the products are not spilled or
otherwise placed on the ground surface if using them below
ground, according to the ODA.

Rose Kachadoorian, pesticide registration and certification leader
for the ODA, said the department lifted the restrictions after
consulting with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Kachadoorian said she learned earlier this year that it is difficult
for some growers to get bait applied by the Aug. 31 ending date
for above-ground application. She and Pesticide Registration
Specialist David Priebe are considering approaching the USFWS
and ODFW about possibly extending the ending date a week or so
if the department hears from growers that this is something that
would benefit them.

• Motomco/AP AG Pellets;
• HACCO/Prozap Zinc Phosphide Pellets.

“The geese are gone,” she said.
The above-ground application restrictions are in place between
August 31 and early May to protect migrating geese from zinc
phosphide poisoning.

She advised growers to contact Priebe if they would like the ending
date extended. He can be reached at dpriebe@oda.state.or.us or
by calling 503-986-4635.

Zinc phosphide, which is used to control voles in grass seed fields,
is highly toxic to geese. In March, 22 geese died north of Salem
after ingesting zinc phosphide.

Spring Production Topics for Willamette Valley Field Crops
By Nicole Anderson, OSU Extension Agent
Overall, there is much less stripe rust on wheat this year
with reports of infections only coming from the North Valley
(Washington and northern Yamhill counties) where pressure has
been fairly minimal. So far stripe rust has been found on Goetze,
Kaseberg, SY Ovation and Tubbs 06. There have been no reports
of stripe rust on Legion or Bobtail. Septoria remains a concern on
most fall planted varieties. However, the weather has cooperated
fairly well and allowed for flag leaf fungicide applications to be
applied on time. Remember to scout spring-planted wheat fields
for rust and cereal leaf beetle and treat as necessary throughout
the spring and early summer.

and industry studies have shown PGR response in annual ryegrass
to be less consistent. Many fields will receive a fungicide treatment
with the PGR spray. If rust pressure increases, fields will need to
be treated again later in the spring, especially on first year fields.
Fungicide applications for head blight should be completed on
orchardgrass before flowering.
Fall planted crimson clover is beginning to bloom in the North
Valley. Many fields were treated with a fungicide one or more
times to control sclerotinia root rot which was more prevalent
this year compared to recent years. Some growers are beginning
to experiment with PGRs (Palisade) to look for possible reductions
in crop height/biomass and yield benefits. Routine herbicide
applications are being made to red and white clover fields. Spring
growth appears to be normal at this point. Red clover fields will
begin being flailed or chopped for silage during the last two weeks
in May. Meadowfoam has started to bloom in the South Valley
where no issues with pollination have been reported so far.

There have been scattered reports of light stem rust pressure on
a few young perennial ryegrass fields. Disease pressure will most
likely increase with higher temperatures throughout May and early
June. Plant growth regulators (PGR) are currently being applied.
PGRs are still considered excellent tools for reducing lodging
and increasing yields on most grass species including perennial
ryegrass, tall fescue, fine fescue and orchargrass. However, OSU
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Look to Union County Extension for Ergot Information
Oregon State University Union County Extension Agent Darrin
Walenta said he hopes to have information on ergot ascospore
levels in the Grande Ronde Valley sometime before flowering
starts in Kentucky bluegrass.

“Hopefully, based on early ascospore releases, we’ll have a good
idea of what to anticipate (as far as ergot ascospore density) as
crop development approaches the flowering stage,” he said.
The challenge is to correlate ascospore activity with the flowering
stage of the grass seed crop, he said. In particular, understanding
the flowering behavior of an individual Kentucky bluegrass
variety (and for perennial ryegrass) can help one estimate if
ergot ascospore activity will coincide with peak flowering of
that particular variety. “As it stands now, we don’t yet have realtime assessment and predictive tools available, although we are
working towards that goal, so we are trying to use the data we
generate to ‘forecast’ potential infection,” Walenta said.

Last year, Walenta said, ergot ascospore counts were low entering
the flowering stage, and many growers got by without treating for
the disease.
At high infection levels, ergot can result in “pretty significant
yield loss in the field,” Walenta said, “and then you’ll experience
secondary seed loss during cleaning in an effort to remove
ergot sclerotia. If you have to keep cleaning lots to remove ergot
sclerotia, which are considered inert matter, to meet quality
standards, you’re at risk of losing additional seed.”

Walenta encourages growers and fieldmen to call him if they
want more information on the ergot ascospore counts and other
research news in Union County. He will be developing an email
distribution list to get an “Ergot Update” out to the GRV industry
in a timely manner this season, he said.

Walenta said researchers now are trying to determine how quickly
ergot inoculum levels build up in the field and the relationship to
actual ergot infection levels that occur in a given season.
“That is one of the big unknowns,” he said. “We know that one
sclerotia can germinate and produce thousands of ascospores,
but we don’t fully understand the dynamics between the primary
inoculum (sclerotia left in the field after harvest) on subsequent
ergot incidence and severity in a grass seed crop.

“I tried this approach last year on a small scale, and it worked
well, so I want to expand distribution to any interested grower/
consultant in 2014 and post the updates on our county website,”
he said. Unfortunately, the updates are not available on a weekly
basis, he said, due to intensive labor and time needed to process
the results in Steve Alderman’s lab in Corvallis.

“To complicate matters further, secondary spread of honeydew is
another spatial and temporal dynamic we don’t fully understand,”
he said.

“Dr. Alderman does an amazing job processing the weekly spore
samples collected in the GRV and the Columbia Basin,” Walenta
said. “In fact, Steve is the only one who has the expertise to handle
this part of the process, and he puts in a lot of extra hours to get
the results as quickly as he can.”

Walenta said 2007 was a severe ergot infection year in the Grande
Ronde Valley, or GRV, and a motivating factor to ramp up research
efforts. “At that time, we didn’t have any research data from the
GRV that would give any clues on what led to the inoculum buildup and infection levels,” he said. “Fortunately, I am working with
a great team of researchers investigating many different aspects
of the ergot issue in perennial ryegrass and Kentucky bluegrass.”

The collection of actual ascospore density data (and multiple
years worth) in each location, is critical towards the team’s
effort to develop a Q-PCR detection system for airborne ergot
ascospores, Walenta said. Such a system, used in conjunction
with the predictive models that are currently under development
would give growers a valuable tool to use in the ergot management
decision-making process, he said.

Walenta is working with Jeremiah Dung, from the OSU Central
Oregon Agricultural Research Center; Steve Alderman, from
USDA-ARS in Corvallis; and Phil Hamm from the OSU Hermiston
Agricultural Research Center.

“At the end of the day, we want to develop tools that enable the
grower to make effective and economical decisions regarding
ergot management. It is a monumental challenge but the team
is not only taking on the challenge, but making progress towards
our goal,” Walenta said.

As part of their effort, the team has been actively monitoring for
the disease in the GRV and the Columbia Basin to determine the
timing and density of ergot ascospores. Walenta said he has two
traps out to determine ascospore levels in 2014: One in a field that
experienced ergot infection last year; and one at another site that
has experienced low levels of ascospore activity in recent years,
but zero ergot infection.

Walenta can be reached at the Union County OSU Extension Office,
541-963-1010, or by email at darrin.walenta@oregonstate.edu.
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OSU Working to Obtain New Glufosinate Label
Oregon State University Extension, with support from the Oregon
Seed Council, is working to obtain a label for growers to use a third
glufosinate product on grasses grown for seed.

Andy Hulting, OSU Extension weed specialist, said he has been
working with Loveland Products to obtain a special local needs
label for its product Forfeit 280, and that Loveland is applying to
the Oregon Department of Agriculture for the label allowing use
in grasses grown for seed. Like Rely and Reckon, Forfeit 280 also
contains glufosinate as its active ingredient.

To date, despite that two glufosinate products, Rely 280 and
Reckon 280SL, are registered on grass grown for seed, growers are
reportedly having trouble securing supplies.

Oregon grass seed growers use glufosinate to control established
annual bluegrass and other grass weeds.

Rely, made by Bayer Crop Science, reportedly is in short supply
because Bayer is using the bulk of its glufosinate supplies to make
Liberty herbicide. Liberty serves Bayer’s LibertyLink markets.
LibertyLink crops resistant to glufosinate include corn, soybeans,
cotton and canola.

Loveland’s goal is to have the product labeled for use in the
Willamette Valley by next fall or spring, Hulting said.
“It’s a pretty big deal,” Hulting said of the pending registration. “It
will give the growers more options for glufosinate products.”

Reckon is made by Solera out of Mesa, Arizona.

Pesticide Reminder: The Importance of Co-existence
By Rose Kachadoorian, Oregon Department of Agriculture
Grapes and nursery crops that are particularly sensitive to
certain herbicides are being planted into areas that have been
traditionally field crops, pastures or Christmas trees. Crops
requiring commercial honey bees for pollination are now being
planted in areas previously occupied by wind-pollinated crops.
Schools and homes are built next to tree crops in which air-blast
sprayers are commonly used. Roads once infrequently traveled
are now frequently traveled by concerned citizens.

• If your neighbor’s crop is in full bloom and he has hives
pollinating his crop, think about your insecticide selection
and its toxicity to bees, and the direction of the wind. Talk to
your neighbor and find out when the hives will be removed.
Focus on avoiding drift.
It is also critical that there is good communication between
growers and hired commercial applicators. Growers should
communicate information regarding nearby sensitive crops,
pollinators, schools, endangered plant species and waterways to
commercial applicators.

With all of this change and crop diversity, can agriculture
be successful? The answer is absolutely yes. However, it is
essential that agricultural practices, including pesticide use, be
implemented with co-existence in mind. Two keys to co-existence
are open communication between neighboring agricultural
producers, and being aware of your surroundings.

It is all about common sense, good communication and having
enough information to make informed decisions. These can make
a lot of difference in how agriculture is perceived, and the success
of future restrictions mandated by the Legislature.
Three good resources available on this topic can be found at
http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/PEST/pages/index.aspx,

Examples:
• If you are growing a field crop and plan to use an ester
formulation of a phenoxy herbicide, talk to any nearby
vineyard owner/managers. Find out if the grapes are at
a particularly vulnerable stage, and learn about how to
minimize risks, including possibly using alternative products.
Focus on avoiding drift.

http://extension.oregonstate.edu and http://www.npic.orst.
edu
Rose Kachadoorian is pesticide registration/certification and
licensing leader and endangered species specialist in the Oregon
Department of Agriculture’s Pesticides Program.

• If you farm next to a school, select low-odor products, and
time applications when there are the fewest people present.
Focus on avoiding drift.
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Seed Industry Excels at Outreach
When it comes to educating Oregonians about agriculture and the
important role it plays in the state’s cultural and economic health,
arguably no industry can top grass seed.
Through its commodity commissions and trade organizations,
the grass seed industry is on the forefront of efforts to share
information about Oregon agriculture.
“Oregon’s grass seed industry has been very proactive and
successful in conveying the value of agriculture to Oregonians in
all walks of life,” said Bruce Pokarney, communications director of
the Oregon Department of Agriculture.
Among other efforts, the grass seed industry:
• Hosts a booth at the Oregon State Fair each year;
• Provides scholarships annually for two teachers;
FFA students from North Marion High School work the Oregon Seed
Council booth at Ag Fest, April 26 and 27 in Salem.

• Is a major sponsor of Ag in the Classroom and the Summer
Ag Institute;
• Is a supporter of Adopt a Farmer, a program put on by the
Agri-Business Council of Oregon; and

“Ag Fest is one of the important venues we use to educate
Oregonians about agriculture and the important role agriculture
plays in our state,” Oregon Seed Council Executive Director Roger
Beyer said. “It’s a big part of our outreach.”

• Is a major sponsor of the Grass Roots Initiative, an exhibit
at the National Arboretum in Washington, D.C., which is
expected to open later this spring. The exhibit highlights the
many environmental, utilitarian and aesthetic benefits of
grass.

Even individual farmers get involved in educating Oregonians.
South Willamette Valley grower Nick Bowers on May 1 provided
an 80 minute presentation on grass seed to three first grade
classes. The presentation included hands-on demonstrations and
education about the benefits of grass.

The grass seed industry also hosts a booth each year at Oregon Ag
Fest, held this year April 26 and 27 at the Oregon State Fairgrounds.

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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