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Rolston Tops Extension Meetings Agenda
New Zealand researcher Phil Rolston is heading the program for
Oregon State University Extension Service’s upcoming seed and
cereal crop production sessions.

OSU Extension Cereals Specialist
Mike Flowers will provide information
on wheat varieties, sharp eyespot
and on 2014 fungicide and plant
growth regulator data. Sharp eyespot,
a disease new to the Valley, was
widespread in the Valley this summer.

Rolston created incentive programs in New Zealand and
conducted research that has helped New Zealand growers achieve
perennial ryegrass seed yields of 3,000 pounds to the acre.
“We are really excited to have Phil visiting Oregon and spending
time with our producers and industry reps,” OSU North Valley Field
Crops Extension Agent Nicole Anderson said. “He understands
grass and clover seed production systems better than most anyone
in the world, and he has a lot of information and ideas to offer.”

Anderson will provide a presentation
on fall slug management.
Phil Rolston

OSU EXTENSION SEED AND CEREAL CROP
PRODUCTION SESSIONS:

Rolston, senior seed researcher at AgResearch Ltd. in New
Zealand, will be presenting a talk titled, “Pushing the Yield Barrier:
Using the New Zealand Ryegrass 4000 Model to Increase Oregon
Perennial Ryegrass and Tall Fescue Seed Yield.”

SEPTEMBER 16, 8:30 a.m. to noon
Roth’s Hospitality Center,
1130 Wallace Road, West Salem

Ryegrass 4000 is Rolston’s latest incentive program. It is an attempt
to push yields to 4,000 kilograms of perennial ryegrass seed to the
hectare, or 3,600 pounds to the acre.

SEPTEMBER 16, 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Linn County Fair & Expo Center,
3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany

Also on the program, Andy Hulting, OSU Extension weed specialist,
will provide a talk on managing Italian ryegrass, roughstalk
bluegrass and annual bluegrass in wheat and seed crops.

SEPTEMBER 17, 8:30 a.m. to noon
Forest Grove Elks Lodge,
2810 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove

Christina Haggerty, a plant pathology graduate student at OSU,
will provide information on a survey of septoria resistance to
fungicides in the Willamette Valley.
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Supply Shortage Slows Spring Sales
The Oregon Ryegrass and Tall Fescue commissions’ seed reports
showed a dramatic decline in fourth quarter sales from previous
years and previous quarters, sparking a question of what
happened.
Rob Duerst of Ioka Marketing and Doug Pickles of Lewis Seed said
a lack of supply was the primary reason for last spring’s sluggish
movement.
“I think a lot of the poundage was moved earlier in the year,”
Duerst said. “And the overall picture is there is just less seed out
there.
“To the best of my knowledge, most of the warehouses were
cleaned out at the end of the year,” he said.
“There just wasn’t the seed there,” Pickles said. “And, of course, the
lousy spring didn’t help either.”
According to the report, growers moved less than 11.5 million
pounds of perennial ryegrass seed to dealers in the fourth quarter,
compared to just under 40 million pounds in the third quarter, 38.5
million in the second quarter and 42.4 million in the first quarter.

“There was pretty good movement on Gulf in May and June, so
I think that pipeline got filled up and they are going to try to get
through that inventory before they come back and re-order,”
Pickles said.

Fourth quarter movement of perennial ryegrass seed in the
previous three years was well over 40 million, and nearly 60 million
pounds four years ago.

“A lot of guys we’ve been talking to in the South, they have a lot
of hay. Cattle numbers are still down, even though cattle prices
are high. And I think things are still pretty green,” Pickles said. “It
really hasn’t burned up yet.

The pattern was similar in tall fescue as growers moved just over 22
million pounds of turf type tall fescue seed to dealers in the fourth
quarter of this year, compared to just under 31 million pounds in
2012-13, 41.2 million pounds in 2011-12, 68 million pounds in the
fourth quarter of 2010-11, and 84.7 million pounds in the fourth
quarter of 2009-10.

“Farmers are willing to spend money down there, but they aren’t
going to overseed if they don’t have to,” he said.
As for the cover crop market, Pickles said the window of sales
opportunity there is narrowing.
“Hopefully the valve just doesn’t shut off too soon,” he said.

Growers moved 50 million pounds of turf type tall fescue to dealers
in the third quarter of this year, 37.7 million pounds in the second
quarter, and 40 million pounds in the first quarter.

Duerst said he’s had good movement of turf type perennial
ryegrass from mid-harvest through to the current time.
“We’re moving through the seed at a rapid pace right now,” he said.
“They are taking seed right off the cleaning facilities as fast as we
can clean it.

“It is bizarre how the movement just went downhill in the fourth
quarter,” Duerst said.
“You see these little spikes and you kind of wonder what happened
here, and then either the trend will continue, or we’ll see a spike the
other way in the next quarter,” Duerst said. “It will be interesting to
see what comes up in the first quarter of this year.”

“Fall movement is excellent. I think everyone was ready for seed
and needed seed. I think the factor right now is to try to get it
shipped fast enough.

Duerst and Pickles said summer sales were brisk, with some
exceptions.

“The customer wants it right now, and getting it out the door and
keeping everybody happy is a challenge,” Duerst said.

“It started good in July and stayed strong into August,” Pickles
said. “And on the annual ryegrass side of things, proprietaries have
been moving pretty good, but on the Gulf annual ryegrass side of
things, it has been very slow.

“We still have three, four weeks of movement we hope here,”
Duerst said. “I think the question is what it will look like going
down the road from here, going into spring.”
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Valley Wheat Crop ‘Pretty Good’ Despite Disease Issues
Other than some problems with septoria and the discovery of a
plant disease new to the region, the 2014 Willamette Valley wheat
crop looked good, according to Oregon State University Extension
Cereals Specialist Mike Flowers.
“I thought it looked pretty good overall,” Flowers said. “We avoided
the issues that I thought we were going to have with drought, and
yields seemed to be average to above average for most people.”
As for the problem spots, they seemed to be varied and spotty,
Flowers said, and didn’t have a big impact on the overall picture.
“We saw a new disease this year in sharp eyespot, which, even
though it was widespread, seemed to have minimal impact in most
cases,” Flowers said. “Even though there certainly were fields that
were greatly affected, overall, I would say it had minimal impact.
“We also had a major issue with septoria in SY Ovation this year,”
Flowers said. “Particularly in the South and mid-Valley, Ovation
got hit pretty hard.

Flowers said he expects the variety Bobtail will see a big jump
in use next year. The new OSU variety has shown excellent
resistance to rust and septoria and has had very high yields, he
said. “It continues to be the one that, statistically, for yields, I can’t
differentiate when you spray or when you don’t spray it,” he said.

“But even though some fields got hit pretty hard by the disease,
they seemed to do okay yield-wise. Between septoria and the dry
weather, though, they did have lower than normal test weights,”
he said.

Flowers said plenty of Bobtail seed will be available. “If guys want
it, they should be able to get it,” he said.

Flowers said OSU researchers have confirmed that septoria has
mutated in the Valley and is now resistant to the strobilurin class
of fungicides.

Asked what growers should be thinking about this fall, Flowers
said, “Two things: One is thinking about what varieties they want
to plant, and figure out what kind of seed treatment they want to
use. If they are going to plant early in the season, we recommend
using an insecticidal seed treatment. If they are waiting until the
second half of October, they can probably just go with a fungicidal
seed treatment.

“We have pretty convincing data that shows that it is widespread
across the Valley where we got 50 percent or more resistance in
each field that we sampled for resistance to that fungicide class,”
Flowers said.
“We also have some pretty convincing data that we are wearing
away the efficacy of our DMI products, so that is of great concern,
because those are the two major classes of fungicide that we
have,” he said. “Both still work well on rust. It is septoria that is
problematic.”

“The other big thing is review what happened this year: What went
well; what went bad.
“I think, particularly, people need to look at their grain protein
numbers.

Flowers said a new class of chemistry that is expected to be
available by next year should help growers control septoria The
SDHIs (Succinate dehydrogenase inhibitors) will come mixed
with either a strobilurin or a DMI or both, Flowers said, providing
control of the two major diseases in Willamette Valley wheat.

“If your grain protein is below eight-and-a-half, or certainly below
eight, it gives you a good idea that you shorted yourself some
nitrogen. So you need to adjust your nitrogen management.
“The converse is, if you have ten percent protein grain, that would
indicate that there was too much nitrogen in the system,” he said.

Flowers said researchers are unsure why SY Ovation was so heavily
hit by septoria. “It is really hard to say whether it was a timing
issue, or whether it was a varietal issue. We don’t really know.

“Fall is a good time to take stock in that,” he said. “You’ll get your
yield data back, your test weight data back; your protein data back.
It’s a good opportunity to see if there are areas where you need to
make some changes. Or, if you’re doing pretty good, maybe you
don’t want to make any.”

“I still think it is a variety people should be taking a look at growing,”
he said. “(The septoria problem this year) is just something you
need to be aware of and be on top of.”
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Avoiding Pesticide Drift Critical for Albany Farmer
Awareness of crop stage, weather conditions and chemical
volatility can go a long way toward protecting neighboring crops
from pesticide drift, according to Albany farmer Terry Plagmann.
And Plagmann should know. He has produced wine grapes and
grass seed in fields separated by a 20-foot county road for the past
15 years.
“The main thing is, you just have to be aware,” Plagmann said.
“You always have to be aware of the potential for problems.”
Plagmann said he uses some standard practices to avoid damaging
his grapes when treating the adjacent grass seed field. He uses
low pressure on his sprayer, opens up his nozzles, uses spray drift
retardants if there is any possibility of downwind damage, and he
refrains from using ester formulation phenoxy herbicides.
Terry Plagmann stands next to wine grapes that he grows across the
road from a grass seed field that he also farms.

“I make sure I’m using the right nozzles that aren’t putting fine
particles in the air that are going to drift excessively,” he said.
“And I use the amine formulas (of phenoxies) that don’t tend to
volatilize like an ester formula will, or I use things that I know are
less apt to damage my own grapes, and, therefore, I have never
damaged my own grapes in 15 years.”

Jones said issues surrounding drift prompted the department to
form a workgroup that is seeking solutions to the problem.

Plagmann, who farms adjacent to an organic grower, also said that
checking with your neighbor is an important activity that can help
minimize chances of damaging neighboring crops.

The workgroup, which started meeting in January of this year,
includes representatives of the Oregon Farm Bureau, Oregonians
for Food and Shelter, the Oregon Winegrowers Association, the
Oregon Seed Council, chemical retailers and others.

But the main ingredient in avoiding injuring adjacent crops, he
said, is using common sense.

The group is putting together educational materials targeted at
different commodities, Jones said.

“You have to think about where this could possibly get to, how far
away can it get,” he said. “And if it is an issue, maybe you just better
wait for a better time or a better day.”

“It is enough of an issue that we want to get out ahead of it and
make sure groups have educational material to distribute to their
members so we don’t have somebody going to the Legislature,”
Jones said.

Pesticide drift has become a significant issue for Oregon farmers
in recent years as an increase in wine grape acreage has increased
the potential for conflicts.

Plagmann said there is no way to absolutely ensure you will never
damage your neighbor’s crop. As evidence, Plagmann said he once
had to pay a neighbor for damaging three rows of his raspberries
with herbicide drift, despite doing everything right.

Between 2010 and 2011, the number of complaints to the Oregon
Department of Agriculture of pesticide drift damaging wine
grapes increased from seven to 17. The department handled 13
complaints of drift damaging wine grapes in 2012, and 12 in 2013.

“Everything was perfect the day I sprayed,” Plagmann said. “Then
three days later we got unexpected heat and the wrong wind and
it just blew the vapors right over into his raspberries and damaged
about three rows.

Fifteen of the 49 complaints the department fielded from wine
grape growers over the four year period involved 2,4-D, with 10
involving ester formulations. Other active ingredients commonly
identified as damaging wine grapes included glyphosate and
clopyralid. Seven of the incidents involved drift or volatilization
from applications on grass seed fields.

“Sometimes things like that happen,” he said. “Nobody is trying to
damage somebody else. It just sometimes happens.”
But being aware of one’s surrounding and using common sense
when applying pesticides go a long way toward minimizing
damaging neighboring crops with drift, he said.

In all, the department handled 131 drift complaints the past
two and one-half years, said Sunny Jones of ODA’s Pesticide
Compliance Program.
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Control of Grasses Critical in Early Fall
This fall is shaping up much differently than last year when two
big rain events dumped five inches of rain on grass seed fields in
September and caught growers by surprise.

Hulting explained that pre-emergence herbicides only work on
germinating volunteer grass or grass weeds, but have no foliar
activity, and don’t control already established plants.

The outcome was a difficult fall of controlling weeds and volunteer
grass in established grasses because the optimum timing for preemergence herbicides was missed.

“That is why if you miss your window, you’re done,” he said.
Additionally, Hulting said, new grass stands, whether they are
carbon banded or not, need to be planted in the last two weeks of
September or the first two weeks of October.

This year is more normal, and, according to Oregon State University
Extension Weed Specialist Andy Hulting, growers should be better
prepared to get their pre-emergence herbicides on established
grass in timely fashion.

“After that, the days get shorter and soil temps cool off and it is
difficult to get stands established,” Hulting said.
Ideally, new plantings should have three to five leaves or one tiller
heading into colder temperatures, he said. “To do that, it needs to
happen in the next two to three weeks, otherwise, you’re behind,
particularly in the carbon seeding, and generally you’ll have less
consistent success.”

Optimally, that means getting the herbicides applied when the
first rains hit or directly after, Hulting said.
“Applications to control volunteer grass and annual bluegrass and
roughstalk bluegrass in established grasses with pre-emergence
herbicides will be critical with the first fall rains,” Hulting said.

My First 90 Days on the Job
By Clare Sullivan, Oregon State University, South Valley Field Crops Extension Agent
Well, it has been a whirlwind of a few months for me here in
Oregon. It is hard to believe that my first 90 days as the South
Valley Field Crops Extension Agent have come and gone. Just three
months ago I arrived from British Columbia, and walked right into
the harvest season. Arriving at harvest was very busy, but very
fun, and a great time to meet people. I learned so much about
the cropping systems in a short period by witnessing grass seed,
meadowfoam, radish, mint, wheat and clover harvest first hand.
I have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to drive windrowers,
walk through seed cleaning facilities, see mint distillation
and observe all the different approaches farmers take in their
operations.
My extension responsibilities cover Linn, Benton and southern
Polk counties, and I have been busy exploring these areas. Since
arriving I have spent most of my time meeting farmers and
soaking up production information. The agricultural community
has been extremely welcoming and engaged. I have met so many
innovative farmers and been surprised at the complexities of the
grass seed industry. From farm to farm I have visited with growers
in windrowers, combines, trucks, warehouses and my personal
favorite – over harvest meals. In addition to getting to know each
other, the visits have given me a chance to survey farmers’ needs
and find out what they want from Extension.

Benton County Chief Operating Officer Dennis Aloia talks with OSU
Extension agent Clare Sullivan this summer at a Benton County
Commissioner meeting in Corvallis where Sullivan was introduced to
the commission.

to have a fresh perspective (even if it is Canadian), and expect
Extension to support them through innovative research and
by extending information. I have also been busy meeting the
team of people with whom I will be tackling these issues: OSU
faculty (including retirees!), agricultural chemical distributors,
seed company representatives, Seed Council representatives,

Among the top hits of growers’ challenges are slugs, grass weeds,
voles, the need for rotational crops, assistance with public
relations… and more slugs. Growers in the Valley seem excited

Continued
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My First 90 Days on the Job Continued
ways to bridge communication at the urban/rural interface to deal
with challenges as they arise.

government agencies and even international researchers. I
have just begun to tap into the vast knowledge that exists in this
Valley, and am really looking forward to collaborating with this
professional network.

All in all, I am very happy in my new position and with the move
to Oregon. I have been surfing at the coast, camping in the
mountains, floating in rivers, and had family visitors I got to show
off around the valley. Returning recently from a visit to Canada,
it felt surprisingly good to be welcomed by the familiar smells of
grass and mint harvest – a good sign I think.

This fall I will be busy meeting more growers, attending a
multitude of meetings and working with on-farm research. I am
involved in slug research projects, and will be helping with wheat
variety and herbicide efficacy trials. As I settle into this position,
I will be thinking of longer-term ways I can serve growers’ needs
through my expertise and interests. With a background in soil and
nutrient management, one area in which I hope to work is soil
fertility and crop rotations. I am also interested in exploring new

My home office is in the Linn County Extension office in Albany.
Please feel free to drop by or contact me by telephone/email: 541967-3871 or Clare.Sullivan@oregonstate.edu.

Grass Seed Featured in Magazine
Don Doerfler of Ioka Farms and Nick Bowers of KB Seed Solutions
are featured in the premiere issue of a new magazine, Growing
Oregon.

“The publication can be a great
supplement to a company’s or
organization’s own marketing
and promotional efforts,” Coba
said.

The magazine, a guide to Oregon’s agriculture, is targeted to
potential buyers of Oregon agricultural products. It was published
by the Oregon Department of Agriculture, and paid for by
advertisements taken out by Oregon agricultural commodity
commissions and associations.

In the section devoted to grass
seed, Doerfler talks about
how Oregon is the Grass Seed
Capital of the World and that
grass seed is important to
Oregon in many ways.

The Oregon Seed Council and the Oregon Seed Association each
took out a full-page ad.
The 53-page magazine provides an overview of Oregon farmers,
ranchers and fishermen, as well as food processors. The publication
also pairs with a website that provides a digital magazine and
tablet-friendly versions.

Bowers mentions that Oregon
grass seed is used to help
prevent erosion. “A root
system growing will hold soil in place so it won’t just
wash away,” he is quoted as saying.

ODA worked with Journal Communications out of Tennessee to
produce the magazine. No public funds were used, ODA spokesman
Bruce Pokarney said.

Bryan Ostlund, administrator of three grass seed commissions and
the Oregon Clover Commission, talks about how Oregon ryegrass
is used as a cover crop in the Midwest to improve crop production
in an environmentally friendly manner. And he talks about how the
durability and texture of Oregon grass makes it the top choice for
sports fields, parks, lawns and golf courses. Ostlund also mentions
that Oregon grass seed was used for the 2014 FIFA World Cup in
Brazil, and for past Super Bowls.

“With the tremendous diversity of our agriculture and fisheries, we
have a lot to offer for those interested in buying our products,” ODA
Director Katy Coba said. “Growing Oregon will be a great resource
and marketing tool to showcase the business of Oregon food and
agriculture.”
ODA will use the magazine in direct mailings, trade shows, in
consumer venues and to connect with Oregon decision makers,
Pokarney said. Copies also will be distributed to Oregon businesses
and organizations connected to agriculture and fisheries.

The department plans to publish five issues of Growing Oregon
magazine, putting out one each year through 2018, Pokarney said.
To see the magazine online, go to http://www.OR-agriculture.com.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2014
September 16

OSU Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Session,
8:30 a.m. to noon, Roth’s Hospitality Center, 1130 Wallace Road, West Salem

September 16

OSU Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Session,
1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., Linn County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany

September 17

OSU Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Session,
8:30 a.m. to noon, Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 2810 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove

September 17

Oregon Ryegrass Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

September 22

Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St. N.E., Salem

September 23

Oregon Seed Council meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

September 25

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

October 8

Oregon Clover Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Jakes Deli & Restaurant, 1208 S.W. Baker St., McMinnville

October 21

Oregon Seed Council meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 St. N.E., Albany

December 8 & 9 Oregon Seed League Annual Convention,
Salem Conference Center, Salem, Oregon. Visit seedleague.org for more information

2015
January 14

Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting,
Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville, Oregon. Oregon Clover Commission – 503.364.2944

January 21

Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Meeting,
Linn County Fair & Expo Center, Albany, Oregon
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