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We at the Oregon Seed Council encourage our grower and dealer 

members to be active in the political arena. During legislative 

sessions, your voice can help defeat or pass bills that harm or help 

natural resource industries. During election cycles, your vote and 

financial support can mean the difference between getting a pro-

natural resources candidate elected and one not supportive of our 

industries.

With the election fast approaching (many of you will have your 

ballots in hand by the time this reaches you), now is the time to 

do your homework, get to know the candidates and work to elect 

those who best support your ideals and business goals.

These next three weeks also are the best time to get to know your 

legislator. Don’t wait until after the election or until the legislative 

session starts in January. Meet them now. Find out what they are 

all about, and work to elect the ones who best represent you.

The best way to meet candidates is to volunteer for their 

campaigns. Short of that, we encourage you to attend a town hall 

meeting or other scheduled event. These events provide excellent 

opportunities to meet your legislator. Later, as you get to know 

them, don’t be afraid to call them up and meet them for a cup of 

coffee.

Also, it may not seem like much, but a $50 donation can help show 

your support for a candidate, and help their campaign. And it 

won’t cost you anything, given that the donation is a political tax 

credit.

Also, please consider donating to Oregon Seed-PAC, the political 

action committee of the Oregon seed industry or Oregon AG-PAC, 

which is a coalition of natural resource industry groups, including 

the Oregon Seed Council, who work to try and influence elections 

and elect candidates supportive of our industries. Again, a $50 

donation is a small cost for the benefit.

We’ve included in this eUpdate a link to a list of endorsements 

from Oregon AG-PAC.

In the last legislative session, the 

natural resources lobby was 

able to defeat several bills 

that would have been 

harmful to agriculture. 

We expect a similarly 

intense session this next 

year. Electing candidates 

supportive of the natural 

resource industries is vital 

for the future of our industry 

and your operation.
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Mark Your Ballots

ELECTION CALENDAR

The Secretary of State began mailing ballots on October 15. 
Ballots are due back at county clerks’ offices by 5 p.m. on 
November 4, or at designated county drop boxes by 8 p.m. on 
November 4.

LINK TO AG-PAC ENDORSEMENTS

http://www.agpac.biz/#!endorsements/c1yzj
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Approaching 3,600 Pounds to the Acre

The year was 1993 and Phil Rolston, 

senior scientist at the government-

owned AgResearch institute, had just 

moved from the north island of New 

Zealand to Christchurch on the south 

island to expand his research on grass 

seed production.

With the new millennium approaching 

and Rolston looking for a way to enthuse 

growers over the yield potential of 

perennial ryegrass, he decided to start 

what he called Ryegrass 2,000.

“I wanted to give the research program a bit of a spark,” Rolston 

said.

The goal-oriented effort included the formation of a Ryegrass 2,000 

club, complete with annual dues and seed-yield competitions 

where growers submitted yield results that researchers would 

verify.

It didn’t take long, Rolston said, before growers achieved the 

Ryegrass 2,000 goal, which involved producing 2,000 kilograms 

per hectare, or 1,800 pounds of perennial ryegrass seed to the acre.

In 2004, Rolston started Ryegrass 3,000, and, before too long, 

growers achieved that target, Rolston said. Earlier this year, 

Rolston initiated Ryegrass 4,000, with a goal of producing 3,600 

pounds per acre of perennial ryegrass seed, or 4,000 kilograms per 

hectare.

Rolston, who obtained a doctorate in weed science from Oregon 

State University in the late-1970s, spoke about the ambitious 

efforts of New Zealand grass seed growers at the OSU Extension 

fall cereal and grass seed production meetings, held Sept. 16 and 

17 in Salem, Albany and Forest Grove.

While weed control, disease control and other early- and mid-

season crop management practices are important facets to 

obtaining top yields, Rolston believes the most critical practices 

occur at the end of the growing season.

“It is easy to see where progress could potentially come,” he told 

growers in Salem, Sept. 16. “But it is not so easy to see where the 

answers are.”

In comparing inputs between crops with high yields and those 

with average yields, Rolston said he found very little difference.

“There was really no difference in how much money and inputs 

that were going into a crop that was average and a crop that was 

excellent,” he said.

Further, he said: “If we go into fields at head emergence and 

count head densities and head sizes, there is hardly any difference 

between a whole range of crops that end up with very different 

yield outcomes.

“That leads me to think that the difference between an average 

crop and a high-yielding crop is all about how the crop finishes,” 

he said. “And how the crop finishes often is driven by decisions 

that are made during spring.”

Rolston said the timing of late season inputs, such as spring 

nitrogen, is a critical factor.

“We’ve got a pretty good handle on what the total rate should be. 

But the timing, and particularly, the timing in relation to your 

plant-growth-regulator timing, seems to be really critical,” he said.

Also, Rolston said, grass seed crops lose literally half of their 

potential yield in the final days before harvest. He documented 

this by counting seeds 10 days before harvest and comparing that 

to harvested seed.

“Half of those seeds fail to turn up as harvested seed,” he said.

Seeds are shattered, undersized, and 20 percent of saleable seed is 

left on the ground after harvest, he said.

“We think there are still some really big opportunities going 

forward if we can minimize those harvest losses,” he said.

Phil Rolston
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Oregon State University has stayed in-house in naming College 

of Agricultural Sciences landscape soil scientist Jay Noller to head 

the Department of Crop and Soil Science.

Noller, 55, replaced Russ Karow, who is retiring after 31 years with 

the university, including 14 years as head of the department.

Noller has been at OSU since 2000 and served as associate 

department head since 2008. He was an assistant professor from 

2000 to 2003, an associate professor from 2003 to 2012 and has 

been a full professor since 2012.

Noller obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Colorado in 

Boulder in 1993 and his master’s and bachelor’s degrees from 

California State University in Los Angeles. All of his degrees are in 

geology.

Noller has worked extensively with soils and agriculture in his 

academic career. His Ph.D. thesis focused on the influence of 

climate on soils and agriculture along the western slope of South 

America. And he recently had a two-volume book published 

looking at paleo agricultural systems in the Eastern Mediterranean 

with a central question of how long can humans farm a plot of 

land.

He discovered that in Syria, people are still farming the same field, 

same plot of land that they were 15,000 years ago. Also, he said, the 

soils he looked at in the studies are similar to some of Oregon soils.

“When I look at the future of Oregon 

agriculture, I’m very optimistic,” he 

said. “I’d like us to be thinking in 

terms of thousands of years when 

we make decisions.”

Decisions such as where to put a 

reservoir or irrigation system “sets a 

context for agriculture way off into 

the future,” he said.

“Once somebody puts in a drip line; 

once somebody puts in a well; that 

basically becomes a hard point around which pivots decisions for 

centuries or even millennia,” he said.

Noller said he will work to keep the department flexible so it can 

meet the needs of an ever-changing agricultural landscape.

“We have a landscape that is shifting at times faster than we could 

ever anticipate,” he said. As examples of the shifting landscape, 

he mentioned the relatively recent appearances in Oregon of the 

spotted wing drosophila, marmorated stink bugs, unauthorized 

GMO wheat and other unexpected developments.

“This is one of the reasons why we are going to continue to be at 

the boundary of what was and what will be in terms of Oregon 

agriculture,” he said.

Oregon State University Names Noller to Head Department 

Azoxystrobin fungicides apparently are losing their battle with 

the wheat disease Septoria, but new chemistry is expected to be 

released next year which should help combat the problem.

SDHIs, short for succinate dehydrogenase inhibitors, are expected 

to be released as mixes with azoxystrobin and propiconazole. The 

new products should provide good control of Septoria and rust 

diseases, according to researchers.

OSU Ph.D. student Christina Hagerty documented Septoria’s 

widespread resistance to azoxystrobiin fungicides when she 

surveyed fields this past summer.

Hagerty, who works in the lab of OSU Botany and Plant Pathology 

Professor Chris Mundt, decided to conduct the survey after 

discovering that Septoria resistance to azoxystrobin fungicides, 

such as Quadris, increased from just 9 percent of isolates tested in 

2012 at OSU’s Hyslop research farm to 72 percent this past spring.

She unveiled her results at the OSU Extension grass seed and 

cereal production meetings held Sept. 16 and 17 in Salem, Albany 

and Forest Grove.

Hagerty found that the resistance rate was high and evenly spread 

throughout the Valley.

Also at the meetings, OSU Extension Weed Specialist Andy Hulting 

said wheat growers now have access to new chemistry for pre-

emergent weed control.

Pyroxasulfone is being released as a dry formulation in Zidua 

from BASF and as a liquid formulation in Anthem Flex, which is 

a mixture of pyroxasulfone and carfentrazone, from FMC, Hulting 

said.

Hulting said pyroxasulfone provides excellent control of Italian 

ryegrass and is expected to be strong on annual bluegrass, 

roughstalk bluegrass, rattail fescue and decent on most brome 

species.

New Chemistries for Disease and Weed Control

Jay Noller
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Oregon State University Endophyte Service Lab Allocated Money

In September, the Oregon Legislature’s Emergency Board allocated 

$100,000 to the Oregon State University Endophyte Service Lab, 

ensuring the lab has adequate funds to continue operating at full 

capacity through the 2014-15 fiscal year.

While lab manager Dr. Morrie Craig said the funding was 

appreciated, the fact that the lab had to go before the Emergency 

Board underscores what has become a persistent problem.

Revenue generated by fees and base state funding simply hasn’t 

been adequate in recent years, putting at risk the ability of the 

lab to satisfy its critical functions, including, most importantly, 

keeping straw moving between Oregon and Japan.

Straw from Oregon grass seed fields today is a major feed source 

for Japanese livestock herds. Exporters have moved upwards of 

600,000 tons of the straw to Japan, Taiwan and Korea in recent 

years, with the bulk going to Japan.

Under an agreement reached with the Japanese Ministry of 

Agriculture in 2000, exporters test tall fescue straw for the presence 

of endophyte alkaloids before shipping to Japan. If digested at high 

levels, endophyte, which is bred into turf grass to provide drought 

and disease tolerance, can cause health problems in animals.

The $100,000 allocated the lab in September will allow Craig to 

backfill salary and keep technicians on fulltime through the fall, 

winter and spring months, when the lab typically focuses on 

research, Craig said. The research conducted by the lab is helping 

meet a second part of the 2000 agreement, Craig said, that being 

the search for a long-term solution to issues of endophyte toxicity.

It is in the summer months, particularly a two month stretch 

between July 15 and Sept. 15, when the lab is most critical to the 

industry. Keeping on board skilled technicians is critical to the 

ability of the lab to fulfill those functions, Craig said.

The endophyte lab measures toxicity in parts per billion, Craig 

said, three orders of magnitude more sensitive than most lab tests, 

which typically measure in parts per million.

The lab ran approximately 2,500 samples this past year between 

July 15 and Sept. 15, Craig said.

“It takes a well-trained group to run these assays,” Craig said. “You 

have to keep experienced people around, so if (Japanese livestock 

owners) ever get clinical disease, we can believe their numbers 

and they can believe ours.”

The agreement between the Japanese Ministry of Agriculture 

and the U.S. straw industry came after more than 5,000 cases of 

endophyte toxicity were reported in Japanese herds in 2000. As 

part of the agreement, the lab was awarded $300,000 a year on top 

of its regularly allocated OSU Experiment Station funding.

As Experiment Station funding went through a series of cuts over 

the past dozen or so years, the lab found itself short of funds, Craig 

said, forcing it to go to lawmakers for jolts of funding, such as the 

September E-Board allocation.

Money generated from fees, now at $60 a sample, cover only about 

two-thirds of the revenue needed to run the lab, Craig said.

The $100,000 awarded the lab in September, “brings us back 

to where we were 10 to 15 years ago,” Craig said, “not counting 

inflation.”

Craig said he hopes lawmakers reinstate experiment station 

funding this next session, allowing the lab to operate without 

going to the Emergency Board again this time next year.

The EPA in August reinstated no-spray buffers around salmon-

bearing streams for carbaryl, chlorpyrifos, diazinon, malathion 

and methomyl. Buffers of 60 feet for ground applications and 300 

feet for air applications will remain in place until EPA implements 

protections for Pacific salmon and steelhead based on reinitiated 

consultations with the National Marine Fisheries Service, which is 

charged with protecting endangered ocean-going fish.

Further, buffers for 1,3-D, bromoxynil, diflubenzuron, propargite, 

metolachlor, prometryn and fenbutatin oxide remain in effect 

until NMFS completes biological opinions, or BiOps, on their 

effects on salmon.

Once EPA receives the BiOp for a chemical, officials expect the 

chemical will no longer be subject to the buffers.

EPA is expecting a final BiOp for three of the compounds – 

diflubenzuon, propargit and fenbutatin oxide – by the end of the 

year, according to Rose Kachadoorian, pesticide regulatory leader 

with the Oregon Department of Agriculture.

BiOps for the remaining compounds aren’t expected until 2017 at 

the earliest, she said.

In an effort to show where the buffers apply and to what products, 

EPA has released a mapping system called Salmon Mapper, which 

growers and applicators can access online at http://www2.epa.

gov/endangered-species/salmon-mapper .

EPA reinstated the buffers for carbaryl, chlorpyrifos, diazinon, 

malathion and methomyl in response to an injunction issued by 

a U.S. District Court in Washington.

No-spray Buffers Reinstated

http://www2.epa.gov/endangered-species/salmon-mapper
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Oregon Seed Association is Hosting Its Second Annual Winter Workshop

The Oregon Seed Association is hosting its second annual Winter 

Workshop on November 18 at the Salem Convention Center, 200 

Commercial St. S.E.

Topics at the workshop include presentations on multi-modal 

transportation, seed lab etiquette and workplace safety.

The workshop is open to members and nonmembers of the OSA. 

Cost is $40 per person.

Breakfast and lunch are provided with the registration.

The workshop starts with a check-in and continental breakfast 

held from 9:15 a.m. to 10 a.m., followed by the Intermodal 

Transportation Workshop led by Dan Wadley of Matson Logistics 

and Jim Anderton of Mode Transportation.

Seed lab etiquette is the next topic. Sharon Davidson of Agri-Seed 

Testing will walk workshop participants through the lab process 

from start to finish and discuss how properly submitted samples 

and cooperation with your lab will provide the most efficient 

experience, as well as faster turnaround times.

Davidson’s presentation will be followed by a question and answer 

session.

Finally, following lunch, the workplace safety seminar will feature 

a presentation by safety and compliance consultant Don Fleck. 

Fleck will present information on how to recognize and prevent 

safety hazards in the office, warehouse and loading dock areas. He 

will provide important safety protocols and procedures to keep 

management and workers out of danger.

All participants in the safety workshop will earn a general safety 

certificate in compliance with annual OSHA training requirements.

Registration forms and payment to OSA must be received no later 

than Nov. 10.

For more information, please contact Angie Blacker, OSA Executive 

Director, at blacker@pacwestcom.com, or 503-685-7555.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2014

October 22   Oregon Seed Council meeting, 6:30 p.m. Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

November 18 Oregon Seed Association Winter Workshop, 9:15 a.m., Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

November 19 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Seed Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

November 20  Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

December 3  Oregon Clover Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Golden Valley Restaurant and Brewery, 980 N.E. 4th St., McMinnville

December 8 Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

December 8-9 Oregon Seed Growers League annual meeting, Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

December 8  Two-hour Core Pesticide Block, sponsored by CPS, 7 a.m., Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

