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Democrats Post Gains in Oregon
Ag lobby faces challenges in the upcoming session
Nationally, Republicans fared exceptionally well in the November 4

“In the House, Brad Witt, Brian Clem and Caddy McKeown are the first

mid-term elections. Not so in Oregon.

three to come to mind, but we need two more (to block bad bills),” he

Here, Democrats gained one seat in the House and two seats in the

said.

Senate, increasing their majorities in both chambers, and Democratic

“And Val Hoyle has always been very supportive of agriculture in the

Gov. John Kitzhaber and U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley both won re-election.

Junction City area,” he said.

Democrats now hold a 18-12 advantage in the Oregon Senate and a 35-

Bills that are beneficial for agriculture, like the GMO pre-emption bill

25 advantage in the House. (The Senate seat held by Republican Bruce

that the agriculture lobby pushed through last session, will be next to

Starr was being called in favor of Democrat Chuck Riley, though there

impossible to pass this next session, Beyer said.

will possibly be a recount.)

“I don’t give a bill like that much of a chance next year,” he said.

Roger Beyer, executive director of the Oregon Seed Council and

As for the governor’s race, Beyer said he was surprised how close it was.

lobbyist for the grass seed industry, said the agriculture lobby has its

“He (Kitzhaber) had a fund-raising advantage and a name recognition

work cut out in the next legislative session.

advantage over (Republican challenger) Dennis Richardson,” Beyer

“We’re going to have to work closely with our Democrat allies to

said. “I didn’t think it would be close. But the issues that came up in

try to hopefully form a coalition of pro ag legislators in one or both

the last couple of weeks with his administration and his fiancée hurt

chambers,” Beyer said.

him badly.”

Also, Beyer said, it will be critical for Republicans to hold firm and vote

Kitzhaber received 714,411 votes, or 49.8 percent of votes cast, to

as a block.

Richardson’s 635,543, or 44.3 percent of the votes.

“That is the only power they will have now,” he said.

Beyer added that the question looms about how effective Kitzhaber

Beyer will provide information on the election and the upcoming

will be in his fourth and final term. “He has a strong majority in both

session at the Oregon Seed Growers League meeting, December 9 at

parties,” Beyer said. “That will help him be effective. But, at the same

11:45 a.m.

time, he is a lame duck now. He can’t run again. So people may want to

Among bills he expects to see next session are several aimed at

stay away from him somewhat.”

pesticide use.

The Seed League Meeting is being held at the Salem Convention

“We’re going to be looking at everything from buffers to bans,” he said.

Center. (seedleague.org/program.html)

Beyer said to also expect an attempt to topple the state’s current
pesticide pre-emption law, which prohibits counties and other
government bodies below the state from regulating pesticides.
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Weather, Economy, Politics, Seed Cleaning on Convention Agenda
Weather forecaster Rufus La Lone gives forecasts over a website
and through email in a conversational tone that draws readers.
La Lone, a featured speaker at the 2014 Oregon Seed Growers
League’s convention, will talk about his forecasts, why he uses a
conversational style to deliver his forecasts and why forecasting
weather in the Pacific Northwest is so tough.
La Lone will start the afternoon general session on day one of the
two-day convention.
He will be followed by a seed cleaning panel, which will address
the top five issues, or problems, for seed equipment, and the costs
to growers.

2013 Oregon Seed League Convention

The general session concludes that afternoon with a presentation
by Stewart Moorehead of John Deere on robotics and automation
in agriculture.

Day two’s agenda includes a social media panel, a report on
drone technology, a report on how to avoid wrongful termination
lawsuits, a report on black leg and light leaf spot disease outbreaks
in turnips and other brassica crops and a report on avoiding spray
drift impacts on sensitive crops.

Jason Hunton, Seed League President, will kick off the day with
opening remarks and immediately hand the microphone to Bill
Humphreys, president and CEO of Citizens Bank. Humphreys’
presentation is titled “The Long Road to Recovery: Where Are We
Now?”

The meeting is being held December 8 and 9 at the Salem
Convention Center. (seedleague.org/program.html)
Registration begins at 8 a.m. December 8. Exhibits open at 8 a.m.
December 8 and 7:30 a.m. December 9.

The morning session on day one also includes remarks from
Steve Salisbury, the Oregon grass seed industry’s new research
and regulatory coordinator, and a report from Paulette Pyle of
Oregonians for Food and Shelter on what to expect in the 2015
legislative session.

The meeting includes a reception, beginning at 4:40 p.m. on
December 8.
The Salem Convention Center is located at 200 Commercial St.
S.E.

Also on day one, a two-hour core pesticide credit is being offered
in a presentation from Crop Production Services beginning at 7
a.m. (Preregistration is required to attend.)

OREGON SEED GROWERS LEAGUE
ANNUAL CONVENTION
Program
Sponsor:
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Salem Conference Center n Salem, Oregon
n
n
n
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Industry Speakers
Educational Sessions
Trade Show
Industry Reception

REGISTER ONLINE NOW
(Click Here)
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Blackleg Disease Research Update on Seed League Meeting Agenda
As part of 2013 legislation that essentially banned canola production
in the Willamette Valley until 2018, lawmakers provided funding for
research to study if and how the production of canola and other
brassica crops would affect Oregon’s multi-million dollar specialty
seed industry.

of turnip, radish and other
brassica family seed crops
in recent years for the evergrowing Midwest cover crop
market.

One year into the three-year study, Oregon State University
researchers may be no closer to answering whether brassica crops
pose a significant threat to the industry, as the specialty seed industry
contends, but they have made some alarming discoveries.

Still, it is canola that has
drawn the most concern of
the specialty seed growers,
in part because they say that
specialty seed buyers have
abandoned other areas where
canola production took hold.

OSU assistant professor Cindy Ocamb found that a high percentage
of plants at their research sites and elsewhere in the Valley were
infected with the fungal disease blackleg, and that light leaf spot and
white leaf spot also were present.

Members of the specialty seed industry note that canola hosts many
of the same diseases and insects as the brassica seed crops they
produce and can cross pollinate with their high-value crops, risking
seed purity.

Given that seed planted at the research sites was tested, found free of
diseases and treated with a fungicide prior to planting, researchers
believe a high level of disease inoculum already was present in the
Valley prior to the launch of the research.

Conversely, several Willamette Valley growers who want to produce
canola as a rotation crop, contend that given some parameters,
canola production can occur in the Valley with no threat to the
specialty seed industry.

Ocamb said she also found blackleg and white leaf spot in the Valley
this fall, indicating that last summer’s discoveries may not be an
isolated incident.

Ocamb will provide a presentation of her research at the Oregon
Seed Growers League’s 74th annual convention, December 9 at 1:30
p.m. The convention is held at the Salem Convention Center, 200
Commercial St. S.E. (seedleague.org/program.html)

The research involves monitoring approximately 500 acres of canola,
500 acres of turnips and 500 acres of radish for three years.
Researchers sought to expand the study beyond canola in part
because Valley growers have dramatically increased production

Rule Proposed to Prevent Spread of Blackleg
The Oregon Department of Agriculture has proposed a rule
requiring that growers plant seed that has been tested and treated
for blackleg disease if producing crops in the brassicaceae family
in Oregon.

•

Crops in the brassicaceae family include brassicas, such as
cauliflower and broccoli; sinapis crops, such as yellow mustard;
and raphanus sativus, or radish.

Also, to prevent the buildup of blackleg and other diseases and
pests of brassica crops, a brassica crop may not be grown on the
same plot of land for two consecutive years or not more than two
years in any five.

The rule states:
•

All brassicaceae seed planted for commercial reasons
in Oregon be accompanied by an official test stating the
untreated seed is free from blackleg;

•

All brassicaceae seed be treated with either a fungicide or an
approved hot-water treatment prior to planting;

•

Any volunteer or uncontrolled brassicaceae in and around
production fields must be rogued out or otherwise eliminated
by the producers;

All fields in which blackleg has been detected and officially
confirmed must be treated in a manner approved by the
department. Treatment plans may include foliar fungicide
applications, rogueing out infected plant material, postharvest residue management and, potentially, crop
destruction.

A public hearing on the proposed rule has been scheduled
for December 16 at the department’s Hawthorne facility, 151
Hawthorne Ave. N.E. in Salem, starting at 10 a.m.
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Newly Listed Bird Topic of ODA Zinc Phosphide Advisory
The Oregon Department of Agriculture is advising growers not to
use pesticides that are toxic to birds near populations of streaked
horned lark.

The department bans above-ground use of zinc phosphide
between September 1 and early May to prevent zinc phosphide
exposure to geese.

The streaked horned lark, a subspecies of the more widespread
horned lark, was listed as threatened under the Endangered
Species Act in October 2013.

Special local need labels allow above-ground use of zinc phosphide
between early May and August 31.
If using one of four zinc phosphide products registered for yearround below-ground use in grass seed fields, ODA is advising
growers to be sure that product is not spilled or distributed above
ground.

The alert comes in response to the discovery of a dead streaked
horned lark on or near a ryegrass seed field south of Corvallis last
summer.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service officials said zinc phosphide had
been applied to the field prior to the bird’s death, but they have
not confirmed that the vole bait was responsible for the death,
according to Rose Kachadoorian, pesticide regulatory leader of
the Oregon Department of Agriculture.

“There have been possible goose kills due to sloppy and/or carless
applications,” the department wrote in an earlier alert.

The department is issuing the alert as a precaution, she said.

Kachadoorian said no incidents of zinc phosphide poisoning have
been reported this fall.

Zinc phosphide poisoning was identified for being responsible
for the death of 22 geese in March 2014 near Staats Lake, north of
Salem.

The largest area of potential habitat for streaked horned lark is
the agricultural land base in the Willamette Valley. These areas are
generally large and flat with no trees or tall shrubs.

Kachadoorian also wanted to remind growers that if they have
raptors around their barns to consider using first-generation
anticoagulants that are less toxic and less harmful to raptors than
second-generation anticoagulants.

Agricultural lands used by streaked horned larks include bare or
sparsely vegetated areas within or adjacent to grass seed fields,
pastures or fallow fields, wetland mudflats and recently planted
Christmas tree farms with extensive bare ground.

The reminder is in response to the recent discovery of the death
of two golden eagle nestlings in Central Oregon from a secondgeneration anticoagulant.

Kachadoorian also wanted to remind growers not to apply zinc
phosphide above ground until the department lifts its ban on that
practice in early May.

Free Pesticide Collection Event Scheduled in McMinnville
Farmers in Yamhill and Polk counties are invited to bring unwanted
pesticides and pesticide containers to a collection event at Wilco
Agronomy Center in McMinville Saturday December 6 from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Containers must be triple-rinsed. All size containers up to
55-gallon capacity plastic drums can be recycled.
For questions and technical assistance, growers are asked to
contact Oregon State University Extension agent Nicole Anderson
at 503-553-9922.

The event is free but requires participants to pre-register by
November 21.

The Wilco Agronomy Center is located in McMinnville at 1400 S.
Highway 99W.

Registration forms can be obtained online at www.yamhillswcd.
org and www.polkswcd.org or by visiting the Yamhill or Polk soil
and water conservation district offices, at 2200 S.W. 2nd Street in
McMinnville, or 580 Main St., Ste. A, in Dallas.

Registration forms can be submitted to the Greater Yamhill
Watershed Council via mail at P.O. Box 1517, McMinnville, OR,
97128; or by email to director@yamhillwatershedcouncil.org.
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‘Hot Goods’ Cases Update on Agenda at Annual Dunn Carney Ag Summit
Two judges, including a federal district court judge, have found
that the U.S. Department of Labor in 2012 unlawfully coerced
three blueberry farms to agree to unfavorable settlements that
included admissions of labor law violations.

Bernasek, of the Portland law firm Dunn Carney, will present an
update on the developments of the cases at the annual Dunn
Carney Ag Summit, January 21 at the Wilsonville Holiday Inn.
Also on the agenda, Carrie Ferstl, a manager with The National
Food Laboratory, will lead a discussion titled, Food Safety Crisis
Management.

The farms agreed to the settlements after the USDOL threatened
to issue hot goods orders on hundreds of thousands of dollars
of freshly harvested blueberries. Under U.S. labor law, the
department can issue hot goods orders to halt shipments of goods
that are suspected of being produced in violation of U.S. labor law.

Ferstl holds a bachelor’s degree in animal science and a master’s
degree in food microbiology from the University of California,
Davis, and a doctorate degree in food microbiology from
Technische Universität München in Germany.

Critics say the provision was never intended to be used on
perishable goods.

Other summit topics include a presentation on dealing with
neighbors, titled “Good Fences Make Good Neighbors,” and a
presentation on estate planning and business succession.

Settlements that the farms agreed to included fines that in one
case topped $160,000, and a waiver of any right to appeal the
judgments.

The summit, which runs from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and includes
breakfast and lunch, starts with a presentation by Oregon
Department of Agriculture Director Katy Coba.

Despite the judicial findings, however, more than six months after
the federal court ruling and nearly a year after a Eugene magistrate
judge first vacated the judgments, the farms have yet to receive full
restitution of the money they shelled out in fines.

Parties interested in attending are asked to register at dunncarney.
com.

Portland lawyer Tim Bernasek, who represents the farms, said he
believes DOL ultimately will be forced to fully refund the growers.

There is no charge to attend.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2014
November 18

Oregon Seed Association Winter Workshop, 9:15 a.m., Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

November 19

Oregon Ryegrass Growers Seed Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

November 20

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

November 25

Oregon Seed Council meeting, 6:30 p.m. Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

December 3

Oregon Clover Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Golden Valley Restaurant and Brewery, 980 N.E. 4th St., McMinnville

December 8-9

Oregon Seed Growers League annual meeting, Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E. (seedleague.org/program.html)

December 8

Two-hour Core Pesticide Block, sponsored by CPS, 7 a.m., Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E.

2015
January 21

Dunn Carney Ag Summit, 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Holiday Inn, 25425 S.W. 95th Ave., Wilsonville (dunncarney.com)

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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