
1 

Oregon State University Extension plant pathologist Cynthia 
Ocamb is taking every opportunity to get out the word that the 
plant disease black leg is spreading – in some cases, uncontrollably 
– across brassica seed fields in the Willamette Valley.

Ocamb has been a regular on meeting agendas and has issued 
several alerts over the past year warning of the impending problem. 
She also has worked with the Oregon Department of Agriculture to 
institute rules prohibiting seed found infected with the black leg 
pathogen from being planted and requiring crucifer seed, such as 
the brassicas cabbage, broccoli, radish and turnip, be tested and 
treated prior to planting.

Still, she said, the problem keeps spreading.

“I am worried that we have a big epidemic already under way,” 
she said last week. “We have a lot of inoculum still out there from 
infected crop residues and we have new inoculum developing. I 
think we’re in for a great big mess.”

Ocamb’s main advice to growers: Apply a registered fungicide to 
fall- and winter-planted brassicas as soon as you can access fields, 
regardless of how the field looks.

“If the field looks good, that is even more reason to apply a 
protective fungicide,” she said, “because the disease isn’t epidemic 
in that field yet, and, if you wait until it is epidemic, you are not 
going to get that big economic return from putting on a fungicide.

“We want to definitely have protective chemistries on fields, 
because these pathogens are moving across fields rapidly, and once 
they get into a field, they are going across the entire field,” she said.

Thoughts that a grower can escape problems with black leg, light 
leaf spot and white leaf spot, diseases that also are showing up in 
fields, are unrealistic, Ocamb said.

“I’ve seen one or two fields since October that didn’t have black leg 
in it,” she said. “And I’ve looked at more than four dozen fields.”

Also, Ocamb said, it is unrealistic for growers to expect seed 
treatments to protect their crops.

“It protects them from introducing it to the field,” she said, “but 

we still have this infected residue pressure. That is why we need a 
fungicide program.

In addition to protecting foliage, putting on a fungicide as soon as 
possible can protect seed heads from infection, she said.

“Pretty soon here, we are going to have flowering, and you don’t 
want infected leaves within a foot of your seed pod, because it is 
going to splash up to the seed pod,” she said.

Ocamb attributes at least a portion of the increased disease 
pressure in brassica and crucifer crops from passage of House Bill 
2427 in 2013, which essentially banned canola production from the 
Willamette Valley.

Included in that bill was a relaxation of seed testing and seed 
treating protocols for brassica seed crops.

Also contributing to the increased pressure is an increase in acreage 
planted to crucifer crops as a result of increased Oregon sales into 
the Midwest cover crop market.

The Valley, with its cool, damp spring weather, is an ideal 
environment for the disease, Ocamb said. In a manner of a year 
after the passage of HB 2427, the disease was spreading throughout 
brassica seed fields.

ODA issued temporary rules early last year requiring brassica 
seed be tested, found free of black leg and treated prior to being 
planted in the Valley. The department subsequently made the rule 
permanent.
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ODFW Proposing to Remove Goose Check Stations

In a move that could increase goose hunting in the Willamette 
Valley, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is proposing to 
close all goose-hunting check stations.

The check stations, which cost the department just under $225,000 
a year to operate, are in place to ensure dusky Canada geese are 
not over-harvested, said Ron Anglin, administrator of the ODFW’s 
Wildlife Division. Hunters are required to bring all geese they kill 
to the stations. Anglin said he’s talked to hunters who have driven 
over an hour to reach a check station after shooting geese.

The Pacific Flyway Council has in place protections for the dusky 
Canada goose in response to its population decline from 20,000 to 
25,000 in the 1970s to 10,000 to 15,000 today.

Hunters who kill a dusky can lose their hunting privileges in the 
Northwest Zone for the remainder of the year. Under the new 
proposal, hunters found with a dusky goose will face a fine, but 
won’t lose hunting privileges, a provision that could change as the 
department works out the details of the proposal, Anglin said.

Anglin said the department took into account that numbers of 
cackling geese that inhabit the Willamette Valley each fall, winter 
and early spring, far exceed population goals of 250,000. In the fall 
of 2013, which is the latest count, 312,000 cacklers inhabited the 
Valley.

Principally, however, the decision to close the stations was based 
on budgetary reasons.

“It is getting to the point where we cannot financially afford to 
continue to operate the check stations without making program 
cuts in some other areas,” Anglin said.

Polk County farmer Kathy Hadley said she is hopeful the Flyway 
Council – and ultimately the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – 
approve the ODFW proposal.

“All the check stations have done is drive down the number of 
people that participate in goose hunting,” said Hadley, an ex-
officio member of the Oregon Farm Bureau’s Wildlife Committee.

“It’s not like goose is that great to eat in the first place,” she said. 

“So if you put as much time and effort into it as you do, plus driving 
a long distance to reach a check station, it is no wonder the guys 
just decide not to bother with (hunting) it.”

Asked whether she thought that closing the stations will increase 
hunter participation, Hadley said, “I think it has got to help.”

Also, Hadley said, nothing moves geese around quite like hunters.

“Just keeping them moving around is huge,” she said. “And if 
they have been hunted and they see you, they take off right away, 
because they are leery from getting shot by hunters.

“They don’t just fly to the far side of the field if they see me drive 
up in my pickup because they don’t want to be shot and killed,” 
she said.

“There is no reason that goose hunting can’t be managed just like 
any other controlled hunt where you have a tag or a license and if 
you get caught with something you aren’t supposed to have, you 
get a big fine,” she said.

Geese damage ranges from complete destruction of a crop to 
“eating it back to where you sustain yield losses,” Hadley said.

Of equal concern, she said, is the time spent trying to minimize 
goose damage.

“We check all of our fields at least twice a day from November 
to April,” she said. “We’re lucky, because all of our fields are 
concentrated in a fairly close area. But I know several guys in the 

Black Leg Spreading in Valley (continued)

The damage, however, in the form of infected residue, had been 
done.

Ocamb now believes it will take a minimum of four years to bring 
the disease under control in Willamette Valley brassica acreage.

In the meantime, she advises growers to aggressively treat for the 
trio of diseases with foliar fungicides.

“We probably need a three-to-five-spray program for winter-
planted crops,” she said.

“For spring-planted crops, I would base your spray decisions on 
the weather. If it is not hot and dry, we’re going to be in a danger 
zone, so I would put on a protective fungicide, if possible, and then 
continue to watch the weather,” she said.

“If we can get clean seed and keep from building up these residues 
for four years, we can hopefully go back to a time when we don’t 
have to put foliar fungicides on all the time,” she said.

Continued on page 3



3 

If you are a licensed pesticide applicator in Oregon, it is likely you 
received a call from Oregon Department of Agriculture Director 
Katy Coba last month.

The department on February 24 contacted approximately 7,000 
licensed pesticide applicators with a robocall to alert applicators 
about the importance of preventing herbicide drift.

A robocall, according to Wikipedia, is a phone call that uses a 
computerized autodialer to deliver a prerecorded message.

In the message, Coba said she was calling “with an important 
message about preventing herbicide drift.”

Coba then outlines important steps applicators can take to 
prevent drift, including reading and following all label directions, 
determining if there are crops that are highly susceptible to 
herbicide exposure near the treatment site and communicating 
with neighbors.

The department timed the robocall with the beginning of spray 
season, according to Ann Ketter, education and outreach facilitator 
for ODA’s Pesticides Program.

“It is timed to coincide with the beginning of broadleaf herbicide 
applications in fields,” Ketter said.

Last month’s robocall is one of two the department expects to issue 
this year: the second is scheduled for when temperatures heat up.

Rising temperatures, Ketter said, can cause herbicide volatilization 
in certain products.

Ketter said the robocalls are part of a bigger effort to prevent 
herbicide drift outside of regulatory action.

A stakeholder group made up of grape-industry and field-crop 
representatives, as well as agency representatives, has been 
meeting since January of 2014 with the goal of cooperatively 
addressing issues surrounding herbicide drift from field crops onto 
sensitive broadleaf crops, such as grapes.

“The group has very clearly stated that their goal is to reduce drift 

in a cooperative, good-neighbor fashion,” Ketter said. “Legislation 
is something none of them want.”

Also as part of the effort, Oregon Department of Agriculture is 
preparing to issue a brochure reminding applicators to “Take Care 
While Using Broadleaf Herbicides.”

Members of the Preventing Herbicide Drift Task Force have 
requested the department provide them with 15,000 brochures, 
which will be distributed in a variety of methods, Ketter said, 
including by Wilco Farm Stores at retail outlets.

The brochure utilizes the “Good Neighbor” theme that is becoming 
a signature of the campaign, answering the question: “What can 
you do to be a good neighbor?”

Among bullet points, the brochure lists:

•  Read, understand and follow all precautions and restrictions on  
    the herbicide label;

•  Find out if there are sensitive crops near the future treatment site;

•  Map sensitive crop areas and communicate their location to the         
    person who will be spraying the herbicide; and

•  Select herbicides that are less prone to drift or volatilization.

ODA also is putting out Facebook posts that will share educational 
information on preventing herbicide drift, Ketter said.

Drift Concerns Front and Center
ODA Conducts First of Two ‘Robocalls’

Valley who have people hired full time just for that purpose.”

Coyote and eagle silhouettes, reflective tape, propane cannons 
and other measures for keeping geese out of fields can work on a 
short-time basis, she said, but eventually are ineffective.

“If you get lazy with it and don’t change up and give them a 
different look, they’ll land right next to a silhouette or a flag or 
reflective tape,” she said.

“There is definitely nothing as good as hunting,” she said.

One drawback to the ODFW proposal is if the Flyway Council, and 
ultimately its overseeing agency the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
does not endorse the new strategy, the ODFW Commission may 
be forced to shut down all goose hunting in the Northwest Zone.

“If we don’t have the money to run the check stations and the service 
says the only way you can have a season is if you run the check 
stations, then we would be looking at making a recommendation 
(to the commission) of no goose hunting season,” Anglin said.

ODFW Proposing to Remove Goose Check Stations (continued)
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Roger Beyer believes that nothing makes an impact on legislators 
like talking to a farmer.

And Beyer should know. 

A former state representative, former Senate Republican Leader 
and current lobbyist for grass seed and other agricultural 
industries, Beyer has more than two decades of experience in the 
Oregon Capitol.

But Beyer isn’t basing his opinion on his impressions alone.

“All polling, research, focus-group data and other information 
shows that one of the most trusted advisors to legislators is 
farmers,” Beyer said.

“It is very important for farmers to come in and have direct contact 
with their legislators, because they are trusted and seen as people 
who are experts on those issues,” Beyer said.

Even the general public looks up to farmers when it comes to 
issues affecting agriculture, Beyer said.

“When you see ballot measures dealing with agricultural issues, 
such as food labeling, it’s not just by happenstance that farmers 
are the spokespersons on television,” he said. “It is because people 
are shown to respond to and trust what farmers have to say.”

One convenient day for farmers to participate in proceedings 
at the Capitol is Natural Resources Day, this year scheduled for 
March 17.

The Oregon Blueberry Commission that day will deliver pies to 
each legislator’s office, which will be accompanied by ice cream 
delivered by the Oregon Dairy Farmers Association. Also that day, 
the Oregon Agriculture Educational Foundation will be hosting 

a reception in the evening for legislators and producers to get 
together and talk.

As for proceedings at the Capitol, Beyer said labor issues are “front 
and center” in the Legislature.

Included among them are:

•  Efforts to requiring paid sick leave;

•  Efforts to increase the minimum wage; and

•  Efforts to require employers to pay into a state-run retirement 
system.

The minimum-wage increase proposals range from $12 to $15 
an hour, up from the current minimum of $9.25 an hour, plus the 
continued use of the annual escalator.

Under the state-run retirement proposal, employers would be 
required to deduct wages and turn them over to a state-sanctioned 
program. Among other detrimental impacts on business, this 
would be a bookkeeping nightmare for farm operations with 
multiple seasonal and part-time employees, Beyer said.

Just recently, lawmakers held hearings on bills dealing with gender 
equity and potential retaliation for employees inquiring about 
wage disparity. These two bills are among several that open up 
an employer to individual civil action from an employee and to 
Bureau of Labor and Industries enforcement action.

“This makes these bills particularly troubling,” Beyer said. “Any 
testimony we can get from farmers opposing these bills will be 
helpful.”

Beyer said grass seed growers can stay abreast of hearing dates by 
contacting his office at 503-585-1157.

Natural Resources Day March 17

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on February 17 formally removed 
the Oregon chub from the federal Endangered Species List.

A minnow found only in the Willamette Valley, the chub is the first 
fish ever removed from the list.

The USFWS made the historic announcement at the Finley 
National Wildlife Refuge in Corvallis.

“This effort succeeded because of an extraordinary partnership 
between federal and state agencies, landowners and other 
stakeholders who brought this species and ecosystem back from 
the brink of extinction in just over twenty years,” Secretary of the 
Interior Sally Jewell said.

“Our success here is a good reminder that by working together 
species recovery is possible,” Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Director Curt Melcher said.

The chub, found solely in sloughs, bogs, beaver ponds and other 
slow-moving backwaters, was listed for protection under the 
Endangered Species Act in 1993 when fewer than 1,000 of the 
species was known to exist. Today the population stands at more 
than 140,000 fish at 80 locations with a diverse range of habitats.

The chub joins 28 other species that have been removed from the 
Endangered Species List.

In a press release announcing the delisting the USFWS 
acknowledged that “private landowners have been an essential 
partner is recovering the Oregon chub by managing habitats 
on their lands and, in some cases, creating habitat to support 
introductions of the species on their property.”

Oregon Chub Delisted; Landowner Efforts Applauded
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Insects Make Early Showing

Not just diseases are showing up early in Willamette Valley grass 
seed and wheat fields. According to Oregon Seed Council Research 
and Regulatory Coordinator Steve Salisbury, insects, too, are early 
this year. And, like with diseases, the earlier an insect infestation, 
the bigger an impact it can have on yields.

“If people aren’t looking and they aren’t aware of (the early insect 
pressure), they could have a rude awakening, because the insects 
are out there and they are feeding on the crops,” he said.

Aphids, which vector barley yellow dwarf virus, are considered 
a major pest in wheat, but the virus also can dramatically lower 
grass seed yields, Salisbury said, particularly in perennial ryegrass 
and tall fescue.

Cutworms, meanwhile, damage plants strictly by feeding on them. 
Plant damage can be significant, however, if the worms feed on 
crowns and developing tillers.

Salisbury said he first began noticing the insects in mid-February, 
a good three weeks earlier than they typically arrive.

“My concern is the early aphid infestation could have a big impact 

on yields,” he said, “particularly in wheat, but also in perennial 
ryegrass and tall fescue.”

In monitoring aphid populations, Salisbury said to keep in mind 
that aphids tend to be localized.

“You can have some areas that will be heavily infested, and then 
you go down the road a couple of miles and you might see a few, 
but they aren’t at levels worth treating,” he said.

Field trials have shown that fall treatments for aphids can reduce 
barley yellow dwarf virus infection: infection that can translate 
to significant reductions in yield. Spring infection, meanwhile, 
typically is much less harmful, however, the earlier the infection 
occurs in the spring, the bigger the impact on the crop and yield.

This year, the early arrival of aphids could force growers to apply 
an aphid treatment in the spring, Salisbury said.

“The insects are building populations way earlier than what we 
would typically see,” Salisbury said. “So keep monitoring them 
and if they reach threshold levels, consider treating.”

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 17 Natural Resources Day; Oregon Capitol, 900 Court St. N.E., Salem

March 17 Precision Farming Expo 2015; 9 a.m.; Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E. Information: http://precisionfarmingexpo.com/

March 24 Oregon Seed Council meeting; 6:30 p.m. Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

April 10 Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting; SAGE Center, 101 Olson Road, Boardman

April 13 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Seed Commission meeting; 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

April 16 Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting; 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

April 28 Oregon Seed Council meeting; 6:30 p.m. Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany 

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

