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Advisory Urges Comments on Chlorpyrifos Proposal
Oregon grass seed commissions and the Oregon Seed Council are
encouraging growers to submit comments to the EPA on a proposal
to revoke U.S. crop tolerances for the insecticide chlorpyrifos.

crop value and your ability to control pests if EPA revokes the
tolerances.
The proposal by EPA is in response to a decision by the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals ordering the agency to respond to
allegations about chlorpyrifos that surfaced in a 2007 activist
petition. The order comes prior to the agency’s completion of
its formal health and safety evaluations of the product, which
currently is underway in a registration review.

Chlorpyrifos is the active ingredient in the Dow AgroSciences
product Lorsban and other insecticides.
The public comment period, which ends January 5, “serves as
an opportunity for users and supporters of chlorpyrifos to share
the economic and collective benefits, in addition to express the
potential agronomic impact without its availability. Additionally,
public comments can better inform the U.S. EPA about “how
the product is used and the key importance of maintaining crop
tolerances,” according to an advisory sent to growers by the
organizations.

If the revocation occurs, U.S. growers will not be able to
apply chlorpyrifos, the active ingredient in Lorsban and other
insecticides, to their crops. However, EPA’s proposal will not affect
the 2016 growing season, according to the advisory.

Parties interested in commenting can go to www.regulations.
gov, search “chlorpyrifos 0653” and select “Comment Now.” The
organizations also included a hyperlink to the EPA comment
website in the advisory, which was sent by e-mail on December
11.
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In commenting, chlorpyrifos supporters are instructed to
include information on yourself, including: if you are a farmer,
crops grown on your operation or in your geographical region;
benefits of chlorpyrifos to your operation, including yield impact,
time savings, need for solution to insect resistance and need for
rotational-use product; pests controlled, rates and times used,
and reliability of product; and a description of the impact on
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CALENDAR
January 20
		

Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association 55th Annual Meeting, Linn County Fair and Expo, Albany;
7:45 a.m. registration; 8:30 a.m. Welcome and Introduction

January 22

Dunn Carney Ag Summit, Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E., Salem; 7:30 a.m.

January 26

Oregon Seed Council meeting, Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St., N.E., Albany, 6:30 p.m.

February 3

Clover Growers Annual Meeting, Wilsonville Holiday Inn, 25425 SW 95th Ave., Wilsonville; 9 a.m.

February 3

Tall Fescue Commission meeting, Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany; 6 p.m.

February 8

Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St. N.E., Salem; 7 a.m.

February 16

Ryegrass Commission Meeting, Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany; 6 pm
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Winter Cutworm Pressure High
Oregon State University Extension Service has put out an alert
regarding winter cutworm after large numbers of the pest have
been reported in recent months across Western Oregon and
Washington.

brown or greyish with dark sports or small patches. OSU Extension
personnel expect moths to emerge in May and June and begin
laying eggs in July and August.
Winter cutworms tend to hide near the base of plants during the
day and come out at night to feed, the alert states.

“Winter cutworms have been actively feeding during cold
conditions in grass seed fields (ryegrass and tall fescue), seedling
clover seed fields, between grape vineyard rows, grass pastures,
lawns, meadows, sod and putting greens,” according to the
December 14 alert.

Treatment thresholds have not been established, but Michigan
State University and Cornell University suggest four-to-six larvae
per square foot as a threshold. “Many fields in the Willamette
Valley are well above this threshold range,” the alert states.

Winter cutworms are more cold-tolerant than other cutworm
species, the alert states, and can cause defoliation of aboveground plant parts as they move across fields in the fall and
winter. “Late-season defoliation from cutworms on grasses could
deplete root reserves, causing increased winter injury to crops if
cold temperatures persist, which could reduce spring regrowth.
Feeding is of great concern in new seedlings and in established
dormant stands,” the alert states.

The alert provides several cultural control tactics that growers
can use, including treating field borders with registered border
treatments to prevent the cutworms from migrating from field
to field and tilling ground before planting to expose and kill
overwintering larvae and pupae.
If using insecticides, the alert asks growers to keep in mind that
larvae must be active for insecticides to be effective, and that after
the first frost in the fall, it has been suggested that insecticides are
less effective.

Winter cutworms were first detected in Oregon in 2001 but have not
previously been documented as an agricultural pest in the state.
The alert notes that for management purposes, it is important to
accurately distinguish between cutworm and armyworm species.
Cutworms are about one-eighth to two-inches long, the bodies are
olive to dark brown or green with a tan head with black angled
lines. Their bodies are smooth and marked with a series of black
dashes over a cream-colored line on both sides.

“If feeding persists into the winter, spray applications are most
effective when daytime temperatures are greater than 40 degrees
Fahrenheit and that over 50 degrees is ideal,” the alert states.
Contact OSU Extension personnel Nicole Anderson, Clare Sullivan
or Amy J. Dreves for more information.
View the OSU alert:
http://oregonstate.edu/valleyfieldcrops/sites/default/files/
finalalert_wintercutworm12_16_15.pdf

Adult moths have yellow-orange hindwings with a black band
close to the edge of the wing. The forewings are light to orange-

EPA Proposes Changes to Applicator Certification – Comment Deadline December 23
Growers still have time to submit comments on the Environmental
Protection Agency’s newly proposed pesticide applicator
certification requirements, but they’ll have to hurry. The comment
period ends December 23.

The existing requirement is 16 credit hours total in five years,
regardless of how many categories an applicator is licensed in.

The new certification standards include several changes to existing
standards, the most notable being that the certification cycle is
being reduced from five years to three years, and the amount of
core and continuing education credits for private and commercial
applicators to get certified in most cases is being increased.

Dahlman pointed out that changing the licensing certification
requirements will be difficult and expensive for the Oregon
Department of Agriculture – a fact that could prompt the
department to raise applicator certification fees.

The proposed rules also include the addition of a new category of
fumigants, which requires a separate exam.

“These programs are completely funded by fees, and if you have a
huge increase cost for the program at ODA, they are going to come
looking for increasing fees,” he said.

Under the proposed rules, commercial license holders will need
six core credits and six continuing education credits for every
category in which they hold a license, and private applicators will
need to have six hours of core credit and three hours of continuing
education credits for each type of license.

To comment, Dahlman said applicators can go to the Oregonians
for Food and Shelter website and click on the Action Alert tab, or
go to:

“For those that are licensed in multiple categories, this could be a
pretty big increase,” said Scott Dahlman of Oregonians for Food
and Shelter.

https://www.votervoice.net/OFS/campaigns/43747/respond
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Rush to Implement Paid Sick Leave Raises Concerns
Oregon agriculture and business groups have expressed
disappointment in the state’s rush to implement new paid sick
leave rules in absence of a viable transition period.
The Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries issued the new rules on
December 9, leaving employers just twenty-two days to implement
the policy.
BOLI has stated it will delay agency penalties for failure to comply
with the new rules until 2017, however, employees are able to seek
private lawsuits against employers starting January 1, 2016.
“This is very concerning,” said Betsy Earls of Associated Oregon
Industries. “We are disappointed that a safe harbor and transition
period was not written into the rules.”
Jenny Dresler of the Oregon Farm Bureau expressed disappointment
in BOLI’s decision to delay seminars showing employers how to
comply with the new rules until after the January 1 implementation
date, and to charge $25 to attend the seminars.

During the crafting of Senate Bill 454, Dresler said it was the ag
lobby’s understanding that an employee of a labor contractor
would not be counted towards the ten-employee threshold when
a farmer hired workers through the contractor. BOLI, however, has
ruled that workers hired through a labor contractor count toward
the farm’s ten-worker threshold.

Dresler also expressed disappointment in BOLI’s interpretation of
how to determine whether a company reaches the 10-employee
threshold that mandates compliance.

Dresler said farmers should prepare as best they can for the January
1 implementation by updating their employee handbooks and
printing off new labor-law posters from the BOLI website.

“It appears our farmers will have to double-count temporary
laborers,” Dresler said, “something that was never the intent of
the Legislature. This will result in thousands of farmers and small
business owners – many of whom operate on slim margins – being
thrown into the new paid-sick-leave requirements.”

Go to the Oregon Farm Bureau website and sign up at www.
oregonfb.org/advocacy to receive more information and to keep
abreast of efforts to alter the rules. Employers also can go to a
frequently-asked-questions section on BOLI’s website at http://
www.oregon.gov/boli/ta/pages/t_faq_tabenefits.aspx.

ODA Proposes Seed License Fee Increase
The Oregon Department of Agriculture is proposing a fifty percent
increase in the licensing fee for wholesale seed dealers, raising
the annual fee from $500 to $750. The proposal is being made to
accommodate a request from the Oregon Seed Association that
the department add to its staff a half-time education-based seedregulatory position.

The position would be designed to provide outreach and
education services and random inspections of Oregon licensed
wholesale seed dealers, according to a rule summary submitted
by the department.
The agency is holding a hearing on whether other options should
be considered for achieving the proposal’s goals, according to a
department notice. It is scheduled for January 28, beginning at
9 a.m., in Conference Room D, which is in the basement of the
department’s headquarters, 635 Capitol St. N.E. in Salem.

OSA Executive Director Angie Blacker said the association had
asked the department to fund the position out of its general fund,
but, in absence of that, supports raising fees to secure the position.

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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USFWS Issues Streaked Horned Lark Advisory
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has issued an outline of dos and
don’ts for grass seed farmers to follow to protect the streaked horned
lark, a bird listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.
“Agricultural lands hold the key to restoring a healthy population of
streaked horned larks in the Willamette Valley,” the service wrote.
“Certain types of farmlands can provide good habitat for larks if
framers create open, sparsely vegetated areas that provide suitable
habitat for larks during the breeding season.”
In October of 2013 the service listed the lark and exempted
agricultural activities from responsibilities of harming the bird. In
August of this year, four environmental groups filed notice of intent
to sue the service for listing the bird as threatened, rather than the
more protective endangered listing, and for exempting agricultural
activities.
The streaked horned lark is a subspecies of the horned lark, which is
found exclusively in Western Oregon and Washington. It is a groundnesting bird found in open conditions, sparsely vegetated areas in
the Willamette Valley and on Puget Sound prairies, sandy islands in
the Columbia River and along the Washington Coast, according to a
2013 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service press release.

Streaked Horned Lark

Agricultural road margins can provide good lark habitat, the
advisory noted. “This habitat is already available and simply needs
to be maintained with early herbicide applications,” the service
wrote. “Keeping vehicles and equipment off road margins during
the breeding season is also an important conservation measure,”
according to the advisory.

The Wildlife Service first identified the streaked horned lark as a
candidate for the ESA in 2001. For several years, it has been working
with partners to aid the lark’s recovery and address current and
future threats.
In the USFWS advisory issued earlier this month, the service wrote
that the lark can breed successfully on farmlands “if properly
structured habitat is available during the breeding season and if
disturbance is avoided for a period of at least six weeks.”

Also, removing trees along windbreaks, hedgerows and roads can
restore the wide-open landscape context preferred by larks, the
service wrote.

Guidelines for protecting the bird include: Adjusting timing of
agricultural practices to help create habitat for larks, including
adjusting the timing of summer fallowing for weed control; delaying
tilling after harvest of early-season crops; delaying straw baling in
early-harvested fields; delaying weed control in young grass seed
crops to allow some broad-leaf growth for nesting; and allowing
unproductive areas to persist in an otherwise productive field to
provide islands of habitat for nesting.

Parties interested in working to conserve larks on farmlands are
asked to contact Cat Brown at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at
503-231-6179.
The guideline is expected to be available on the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s website in coming days at www.fws.gov, according
to Brown.
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Goose Hunting Check Stations Close
Scappoose farmer Marie Gadotti, for years a vocal supporter of
efforts to minimize the damage geese inflict on farmland, said the
Pacific Flyway Council has agreed to close the goose hunting check
stations and make shooting a dusky Canada goose illegal.
The July decision by the council came in response to a request
by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, which made the
proposal due to a shortage of funds to continue operating the
station. Part of the decision to close the stations was based on
the fact that dusky Canada goose populations have reached over
15,000 and are approaching the 20,000 target number, Gadotti
said.
The hunter check stations were established to ensure dusky Canada
geese were not being shot. Hunters were required to bring geese to
the check stations: Those found to have shot a dusky Canada goose
lost hunting privileges.
Ron Anglin, administrator of ODFW’s Wildlife Division, said the
requirement discouraged hunters from participating in the season.
Some hunters were forced to drive more than an hour to reach a
check station, he said.
Speaking at the Oregon Seed Growers League’s 75th Annual
Convention, Gadotti said the downside to the new management
plan is that goose hunting could be suspended if dusky populations
dip below 5,000.

“We need to look at these hunting seasons: when do they first
arrive; how do we get them moving and what time of year do we
take the closures,” she said.
Gadotti also urged growers to apply for depredation permits. While
the 500 Canada cackler limit available for the season will hardly
make a dent in the 340,000 cackler geese she estimated inhabit
Oregon each winter, the applications serve another valuable
function.

“There is nothing in place (in the line of check stations) in the event
that should happen,” she said. “It is in the hands of the hunters, in
my opinion. They have to be vigilant not to shoot the duskies.”
She encouraged growers to talk to hunters to help ensure dusky
populations remain stable.

“In those permits, it asks for your damages,” she said. “(Officials)
will be looking at the information in those to see how much damage
we are suffering.”

Gadotti also said that removing the check stations frees up hunting
date restrictions.
“We need to be advising ODFW when we want to see that goose
season start in the fall, when we want to have those breaks,” she
said.

She encouraged growers who are applying for the permits to
contact her through Roger Beyer at the Oregon Seed Council.
“We have developed a couple of different damage report surveys so
people can get all the damage down: Not just what you might have
lost in one field, but how much time you spend chasing them; what
you lose from fall to spring,” she said.

She noted that the traditional goose hunting season started October
24, in some cases a full month after migrating geese started landing
on her farmland.
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