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ODA Director Talks Minimum Wage, Pesticides, Port and More
Speaking at the Oregon Seed League’s 75th Annual Convention in
Salem December 8, Oregon Department of Agriculture Director
Katy Coba said to expect an increase in Oregon’s minimum wage,
possibly as early as this year.

misuse of pesticides. That is the
absolute worst thing that we can have
happen in our industry.
“We cannot afford to have any more
high-profile misuse cases,” she said.

“My prediction is we are going to see an increase in the minimum
wage in Oregon,” she said. It is just a matter of when.”
A group calling itself “Oregonians for 15” is circulating a ballot
initiative that would raise the state’s minimum hourly wage from
its current $9.25 to $11.50 in 2017, to $13.25 in 2018 and to $15 in
2019. A second ballot initiative being circulated would raise the
wage to $13.50 an hour.

Coba also thanked the agricultural
lobby and growers who connected
with legislators last session, and urged
more of the same. “I implore you to
continue to be engaged in this topic,”
she said.

Backers of both initiatives are targeting the November General
Election.

And she spoke highly of the seed industry’s work at promoting coexistence with wine-grape growers and other neighboring farmers.

Lawmakers also are planning to introduce minimum wage
increase bills in the February legislative session. And Governor
Kate Brown announced January 14 that she is proposing a twotiered minimum wage increase to be phased in over six years,
starting in 2017.

“Grass seed has led the way,” she said, noting that the industry
was active in outreach efforts and in meetings convened by the
department to address the issue of co-existence.

Katy Coba

“Those are the kinds of things that we need to do,” she said. “This
is the kind of framework we want to establish to promote coexistence within our industry.”

Brown’s plan calls for raising the wage to $10.25 in 2017 outside the
Portland Urban Growth Boundary, and increasing it to $13.50 by
2022. Within Portland’s UGB, the plan calls for a gradual increase
to $15.52 by 2022.

Coba also addressed issues at the Port of Portland, saying the
department “is fully engaged” with efforts to revitalize container
service at the port.

Under both scenarios, the wage would increase with inflation after
2022.

“We need to be active at the federal level,” she said. “We cannot
have another West Coast port shutdown in three years. The
economic impact on agriculture is just devastating.”

Already with the tenth highest minimum wage in the country,
Oregon farmers face difficulties competing with farmers in states
with lower minimums, Coba said at the December Seed League
meeting.
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Winter Cutworm a New Pest of Concern
Management Guidelines Provided at Production Meeting
With virtually no warning, the winter cutworm emerged as a
pest of concern in Willamette Valley grass and clover seed fields
this past fall, in some cases forcing growers to take out fields and
replant. The pest also is being found in wheat, pasture, turf and
residential areas.

look around the base of plants in areas where crop damage is
evident.

The pest’s sudden emergence was shocking given that its history in
the Valley prior to this past fall included two reports of damage in
non-agricultural settings, in 2014. This past fall, however, growers
encountered significant crop damage in seedlings and established
stands across a variety of grass and clover seed species, according
to Oregon State University North Valley Field Crops Extension
agent Nicole Anderson.

No treatment threshold has been established, but Anderson said
threshold recommendations range from 1 to 2 larvae per square
foot to 4 to 6.

Fields that have not been tilled are at the greatest risk, she said, as
are fields with low-growing weeds. The pest prefers lower, wetter
regions of fields, but not to the exclusion of other field regions.

Management recommendations include removing weeds and
residue along field edges to prevent egg laying and to starve
larvae from food sources, as well as use of tillage and registered
insecticides.

Speaking at an OSU Extension production meeting in Salem
January 12, Anderson said the good news is insecticides appear
to do a pretty good job of controlling the cutworm. Also, she said,
natural predators to the cutworm are known to be present in
Oregon. They could help keep the pest suppressed after the two to
three years it takes for an ecosystem to recognize a new pest and
for biocontrol agents to build up to beneficial levels.

She advised growers to wait until daytime highs are into the 40s,
and ideally up to 50 degrees Fahrenheit, before treating for the
pest with an insecticide. At temperatures under 40, it is much
more difficult for the pest to metabolize the insecticide, she said.
Also, spraying later in the day is optimal, given the pest feeds at
night.
In some cases, multiple insecticide applications may be necessary,
she said. “If you have to spray a second time, make sure you are
changing your chemistry and use a different mode of action,” she
said.

As for bad news, there is plenty.
The winter cutworm, also known as the large yellow underwing,
is very cold tolerant, thus feeds much later into the fall and winter
compared to other cutworm species in Oregon. And it feeds in
groups, helping it damage crops at a rapid pace.

Researchers to date are unsure if the winter cutworm’s presence
in the Willamette Valley will be a one-and-done, or short-term
phenomenon. But, given that some entomologists believe
the problem could be long-term, growers should use caution,
Anderson said.

The pest also has a wide host range.
When scouting for the pest, Anderson said OSU Extension is
recommending growers look for clipped or notched leaves in
established stands, which are indications of feeding, and look for
plants that are missing in seedling stands.

“We need to be cautious,” she said, “to think about looking at fields
as soon as we get rains next fall, and then monitor activity in the
fall and winter months.” She added that winter cutworm larvae
could continue feeding until weather begins to warm in March.

The pest feeds at night, so generally is undetectable on the surface
during daylight hours. If scouting for the pest in the day, Extension
recommends growers scrape away the top two inches of soil and

CALENDAR
February 3

Clover Growers Annual Meeting, Wilsonville Holiday Inn, 25425 SW 95th Ave., Wilsonville; 9 a.m.

February 3

Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany; 6 p.m.

February 8

Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St. N.E., Salem; 7 a.m.

February 16

Ryegrass Commission Meeting, Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany; 6 p.m.

February 19-20
February 23

Western Regional AgVocacy Conference, Reno, Nevada; Information: Marie Bowers, 541-914-0613; Marie@bashawseed.com
Oregon Seed Council Meeting, Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany, 6:30 p.m.
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You Get What You Vote For
By Jon Iverson
I sat in the December Oregon Seed League’s convention listening
to Barry Horowitz from CMS Consulting Services explain the
current port situation: “Well, you get what you vote for,” he said at
one point. This statement struck a chord with me.

currently a YF&R state committee
member representing Clackamas
and Multnomah counties. YF&R
has helped me grow by providing
leadership training that has taught me
how to effectively share my opinion,
and instructions on how to testify, so I
am confident when I am at the Capitol.
YF&R helps the shyest individuals by
teaching them how to get involved by
providing written and oral testimony
and turning them into powerful voices
and advocates for agriculture.

I certainly did not vote for those who are allowing the container
port to be shut down in Portland. And while I might not feel
represented on this important issue, my reaction is best explained
by the fact that less than two percent of the nation’s population
are farmers, and every generation is getting further removed from
the farm. This statistic is sobering, particularly given that only a
fraction of Oregon’s farmers engage in the making of public policy.
If you think your voice is not needed, take a look at Salem. With
$15 minimum wage, predictive scheduling, paid sick leave, flexible
scheduling, higher taxes and a plethora of other harmful bills
coming down the pike, we are in real trouble if we don’t tell our
story to those who are making policy decisions. We are far more
effective with a little effort from many, than a great deal of effort
from a few. I know it is not easy, and I often feel uncomfortable
doing it. However, if every farmer did as little as writing their
representative and senator, we would be better off.

Jon Iverson

Make no mistake, agriculture and small businesses are under
attack, even if those making the rules think they are helping us.
If you are like me and believe in the good agriculture creates,
get involved and stand up for the agricultural community. Send
messages to your legislators about key legislation and take the
opportunity to attend committee meetings or meet with your
local legislators. And I encourage you to get involved with one or
more agricultural organizations. These organizations help provide
valuable support networks, and let you know that you are not
alone.

There are many ways to be involved. I would specifically
encourage young farmers to get involved with the Young Farmers
& Ranchers (YF&R) program with the Oregon Farm Bureau. I am

Jon Iverson is a third generation family farmer

Scholarship Application Deadline Approaching
Deadline to apply for the Oregon Seed Council scholarship is
fast approaching.

• Will your experience help you to promote the agricultural
industry in your life?

Applicants for two awards, one for $2,500 and one for $1,000,
must submit their applications by March 1.

Essays should be no more than 500 words and submitted on a
separate sheet of paper.

Applicants must be legal residents of the United States,
permanent residents of Oregon and have graduated or will
graduate in 2015 from an Oregon high school or equivalent.

Selection preference will be given to applicants who come from
a seed production farm; have been employed by a farm with an
emphasis on seed production; have been employed by a seed
dealer; are accepted to or enrolled in a college.

Applications must include responses to a questionnaire, three
letters of reference and an essay answering the following three
questions:

Scholarship finalists will be selected by the Oregon Seed Council
Scholarship Committee and interviewed by the committee in
the spring.

• What have you done to be most qualified for this
scholarship?

For more information or to access an application form, please
go to www.oregonseedcouncil.org/info and click on the
scholarship application.

• Do you see yourself as an ambassador for the agricultural
industry after you finish college?
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Winter Wheat Planting Window Closing
All soft white winter wheat varieties are not created equal when it
comes to late plantings.

“Seeds are probably going to be smaller than what you are used to
this year,” he said.

At an Oregon State University Extension production meeting in
Salem January 12, Extension Cereals Specialist Mike Flowers said
growers “do not want to be putting Bobtail or Rosalyn in the ground
right now.”

Flowers recommended growers plant winter wheat no later than
February 15. After that, he said, producers may be better off going
with a spring wheat – even despite a shortage of options.
Flowers identified Diva, Louise and Alturas as the top spring lines
available right now for the Willamette Valley.

Bobtail and Rosalyn, two top winter wheat varieties, typically do
not do well when planted this late, he said.

Also, he said, after February 15, the sooner the better is the general
rule for planting spring wheat.

“If I have a choice, Goetze and Art Deco are the way to go right
now,” Flowers said.

“You can start planting spring wheat in mid-February if it is dry
enough,” he said. “And, especially if you are not going to irrigate,
you want to get it in in that February time frame. It is generally
going to be warm enough. You’re not going to have to worry about
freeze out. You’re going to gain a little bit of extra rain. And you
can actually get some pretty darn good yields off of dryland spring
wheat that is planted in February.”

Growers looking to take advantage of the last window of opportunity
to plant a winter wheat also will need to bump up seeding rates to
maximize yields, he said.
“Plant it like a spring wheat. Get that seeding rate up,” Flowers said.
“Make sure it is bumped up one and one-half times your fall rate.”
Flowers recommended a seeding rate of 33 seeds per square foot,
or 150 pounds to the acre. Also, he said, growers should adjust
for the fact that last year’s dry conditions resulted in small seeds.

He put the cutoff date for planting spring wheat at April 1, but
noted growers “can go a little later” if irrigating.

Slug Position Candidates Narrowed to Three
Oregon State University’s search to fill an invertebrate crop-pest
scientist position to focus on slugs is entering the home stretch,
with three candidates still in the running:

The interview process will include a 90-minute seminar, held 9:30
to 11 a.m. on each of the three days, where a biographical sketch
of the candidates will be provided and candidates will address
the topic, “My vision for terrestrial mollusk pest management
in Oregon agriculture.” The process also will include a 30 to 40
minute question and answer period.

• Margret Douglas, a Ph.D. candidate at Penn State University;
• Abigail Walter, a researcher at the Swedish University of
Ag Science, who received her Ph.D. from the University of
Minnesota; and

Douglas will be interviewed on February 1, Walter on February 2
and McDonnell on February 3.

• Rory McDonnell, a research specialist at the University
of California, who received his Ph.D. from the National
University of Ireland.

The seminars will be presented in Crop Science Building Room
138 in Corvallis.
In addition, an afternoon session designed for the candidates
to meet with growers will be held each day at the Linn County
Extension Office in Tangent, at 33630 McFarland Road, from 4 to
5:30 p.m.

College of Agricultural Sciences administrators, Crop and Soil
Science faculty and a search committee will interview the
candidates over three days, beginning February 1, with each
candidate interviewed separately. Growers and others are welcome
and encouraged to participate, according to Sujaya Rao, an OSU
entomologist who is chairing the search committee.

Rao said a hiring decision could be reached by mid-February, and
that the successful candidate will start as soon as he or she is able.

“This is a position that the growers played a big part in getting, so
we want their input,” Rao said.
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A Few Good Lines’ Stand Out in 2015 Wheat Trials
Like much of Oregon’s wheat crop, yields and test weights
generally were down in the 2015 Oregon State University wheat
trials. But some new and some old lines continued with relatively
strong performances, said OSU Extension Cereals Specialist Mike
Flowers.
“Overall, it was a pretty rough year, it being dry in a lot of places,”
Flowers said. “But there are a few good lines that I think people
should be taking a look at.”
Flowers singled out the OSU/Limagrain LOR 092 line, saying it did
well across a wide range of environments in Oregon, Washington
and parts of Idaho. He described it as a taller line, similar to Tubbs.
He also singled out Limagrain’s LWW 12-7105, describing it as an
early variety with a good disease package that has performed well
in the high-production regions.
As for the varieties people can grow right now, Flowers said
Kaseberg continued its strong performance, as did Bobtail.
“The issue with Bobtail is test weights,” Flowers said. “That is
definitely something people have to pay attention to.”
“If you want a combination of high yield and good protein, those
are two varieties that people should look at,” he said.

While test weights were down across the board last year, Bobtail’s
was particularly low, hitting only 53.6 in the La Grande irrigated
trial.

Among experimental lines, Flowers said the OSU 12R line had
good overall performance. And he’s keeping close watch on the
LCS Aymeric, a wheat that is a little winter tender, but has good
soil borne wheat mosaic virus resistance.

Flowers also named the Limagrain variety LCS Artdeco as a
strong performer, as well as WestBred’s Trifecta and Syngenta’s SY
Ovation.

“If you are looking for an irrigated hard red that performs well and
has that resistance, Aymeric looks like it might be a good choice,”
he said. “It is definitely one that we will be taking a look at in the
future.”

“They all did really well,” he said.
“Basically, the varieties that you would expect to be near the
top were near the top,” he said. “I would say there aren’t a lot of
surprises there.”

Aymeric yielded 155.4 bushels per acre in the Hermiston irrigated
trial, but had a low test weight score of 55.7. At least some of the
low test weight can be attributed to the hot dry conditions, which
lowered test weights for most other varieties in the trial, as well.

Among hard red wheats, Flowers said the variety LCS Jet stood out.
“It was the resounding winner,” he said. “It has been doing really
well the last few years. It is definitely one of the ones that people
should be looking pretty hard at, particularly if they are in the high
production zones.”

As for hard whites, the variety OR 2111025 did well both in test
weight, with 60.6 pounds, and yield in the La Grande irrigated
trial, producing 105.7 bushels per acre.

Flowers also singled out the hard red variety Keldin as a good
option for growers in irrigated production zones.

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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