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Minimum Wage Increase Passes Senate: Now In House
The Oregon Senate on February 11 approved a bill that would
raise the state’s minimum wage, despite strong opposition from
Republican lawmakers.

Asked if he thought the issue would
resurface in 2017, Beyer said,
“Absolutely.”

Senate Bill 1532 passed 16-12, with Sen. Betsy Johnson,
D-Scappoose, joining Republicans in opposing it.

Other bills that affected employers
but are no longer in play include
two measures to amend paid sick
leave laws, both of which have died
in committee, and a wage-theft bill,
Senate Bill 1587, which has been
significantly amended.

The bill would raise the wage in increments to $14.75 inside
the Portland urban growth boundary; to $13.50 in a middle tier,
which would include most Oregon seed growers; and to $12.50
in sparsely population areas, including the Northeastern Oregon
grass seed production region.

Roger Beyer

“Senate Bill 1587 as drafted would have really been onerous for
employers,” Beyer said. “It basically said every employer is guilty
of wage theft until you prove yourself innocent. But the bill has
been modified to the point where most business organizations
are now supportive or neutral on it.”

Oregon’s current minimum wage is $9.25 an hour, the eighth
highest in the nation. The federal minimum wage is $7.25.
The bill now is in the House.
Roger Beyer, executive director of the Oregon Seed Council,
urged seed growers to contact their House representative.

In its current form, the bill would require employers to add
several itemizations to pay stubs, including: date of payments;
dates of work covered by the payment; the name, business
registry number or business identification number of the
employer; name of the employee; address and telephone
number of the employer; the rate of pay; whether the employee
was paid by the hour, shift, day, week or month or piece-rate; if
piece rate, the number of pieces completed at each piece rate
and the total pay for each rate; amount of overtime and rate of
pay for overtime.

“We need seed growers to contact their House members as soon
as possible and tell them what the impact will be of a minimum
wage that tops out at $13.50 for most seed growers,” Beyer said.
In a mid-way report on the one-month February session,
Beyer said the minimum wage is the sole “bad bill” still alive.
Problematic bills that were introduced earlier in the session
have died or been amended to the point they no longer pose
threats to seed production, Beyer said.
Among bills in that category are a seed preemption bill that
would have removed a restriction on counties and other local
governments from imposing rules on seed and plant production.

Continued on page 2

That bill, House Bill 4122, is still moving forward, Beyer said,
but has been altered significantly so it doesn’t affect seed
preemption anymore. The bill now deals solely with labeling of
genetically modified fish.
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Oregonians for Food and Shelter continues to oppose the
bill, Beyer said, and are working to conform it to federal label
requirements on genetically engineered fish that some expect to
be implemented in the near future.
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Asked why the bill was amended to its current form, Beyer said,
“I think (bill supporters) saw they weren’t going to have the votes
to move it forward in the House.”
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Minimum Wage Increase Passes Senate: Now In House (continued)
If approved, the bill’s provisions will take effect January 1, 2017.
Asked why he believes businesses are supportive or neutral on
the bill, Beyer said, “They see it as a one-time retooling of their
computer systems and they think it is going to prevent worse
things in the future. They think if they support this now, there
should be no issues about wage theft for a long time.”
Beyer said he had yet to discuss the latest iteration of the bill
with the Seed Council’s board, but that he will recommend the
organization stay neutral on the bill.

Nutrient Management in Clover Seed Production
Clover seed growers may want to think about putting away their
fertilizers.
In two years, Oregon State University Extension agent Nicole
Anderson and seed crop physiologist Tom Chastain were unable
to obtain any seed yield increase when applying nitrogen, sulfur
or boron to clover seed trials at Hyslop Farm.
In addition, the researchers were unable to find a yield response
to boron in four years of trials.
The findings surprised Anderson as much as anyone. “We found
a site with really low soil-test levels for these nutrients, so we felt
pretty confident we would see responses,” Anderson said. “But
we didn’t.”
Anderson reported at the Clover Growers Annual Meeting
February 3 that the researchers found no seed yield response
from applying nitrogen at forty pounds to the acre at either a
late-October or mid-March timing.
“We were able to increase tissue levels in the late-October
timing,” she said. “But after we took a silage crop off, those tissue
levels dropped back down.”
The researchers had similar results when applying sulfur at
thirty-pounds to the acre. As with the nitrogen applications,
Anderson reported, “We could not measure any seed yield
increase, no change in seed weight and no major difference in
clean out.”

She added, “I know that some of you guys are firm believers of
using boron on clover seed crops, and that is fine. If you feel like
it has worked for you, don’t change your practices. What I am
showing here is I have never in a replicated university trial in
four years been able to measure a response.”
The researchers also tried adding the three nutrients together,
looking for synergism. “We put on forty pounds of nitrogen,
thirty pounds of sulfur and two pounds of born, and, again, we
had no change in seed yield, no change in seed weight and no
change in clean out,” Anderson said.
Anderson said she did see some change in biomass with the
fertility inputs. “But I didn’t see anything that I think would
influence any of my nutrient management practices, especially
if it is not affecting seed yield.”

In the four years of working with boron, they found similar
results.

She added, “There are cases in which there could be a serious
deficiency of one of these nutrients in the soil, and application
of fertilizer may be very practical if that is the case.”

“I have never been able to measure a seed yield response with
boron regardless of whether I put it on in the fall, the spring;
whether I tank-mix it with an insecticide in the summer. I’ve
done one pound. I’ve done two pounds. I’ve done liquid, dry.”

Anderson said the researchers didn’t look at potassium or
phosphorus because those soil test levels were well above
threshold at the study site. She plans to evaluate those nutrients
at on-farm sites in the future.
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Promising Products in Pipeline for Weed Control in Clover
Researchers are working to gain registration in clover grown for
seed of several promising herbicides, according to reports at the
Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting, February 3 in Wilsonville.
In the pipeline are Python, or flumetsulam, and Chateau, or
flumioxazin, two broadleaf weed herbicides that have performed
well in Oregon State University trials.
“The real strength of Python is going to be post-emergence activity
on things like speedwell, chickweeds, mustard species, pineapple
weed and dog fennel,” OSU Weed Management Specialist Andy
Hulting said. “We’ve also seen suppression on wild carrot,” he
added, “but it is not effective on dock or plantain.
“We have put this product out quite a bit on fields where we have
dock issues, and we just can’t get any post-emergence activity out
of flumetsulam on dock,” he said.

“A one-time post-emergence application in February seems to be
the best fit for this product,” he said.

Earlier in the meeting, Joe DeFrancesco, Oregon state IR-4 liaison,
said Python could be registered in clover grown for seed by the
end of 2017.

He added that red clover injury increased as the researchers
delayed the application date. “It is definitely something we want
to consider getting on in that midwinter, dormant time frame,” he
said.

“IR-4 is supportive,” he said. “We have collected residue data and
have a target date of October of 2017.”

Hulting also identified 2,4-DB as another product with good
potential on dock, but which is not yet registered. “It is not as good
as Asulox, but is better than anything we have currently to work on
the dock issue in red clover,” Hulting said.

Chateau, which provides pre-emergence broadleaf weed control,
is in line to be registered even sooner, DeFrancesco said.
“EPA says that by December of 2016 they’ll let us know whether
it will be registered and at what tolerance,” DeFrancesco said. He
added, “I don’t see any problems with it. This one is pretty close
to being registered. It won’t be available for use this year, but,
hopefully, by the end of the year, we’ll see another new herbicide
for use in clover seed.”

He noted in his report that OSU weed researchers are looking at
other “candidate herbicides” for red and white clover, including
fluthiacet, or Cadet. “It seems to be something that might be
helpful to us in broadleaf weed management. In our trials it was
safe on clover, but we didn’t get any dock control.”

As for curly dock control, Hulting said he is looking at an
herbicide, Asulox, which has shown good performance against the
problematic weed. Included in his research, he’s looked at splitting
applications and at different application timings.

Researchers also are working with Aim, carfentrazone, and
Sharpen, saflufencil, in looking for replacements to paraquat in
red clover.

CALENDAR
February 16 Oregon Ryegrass Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
February 19-20 Western Regional AgVocacy Conference, Reno, Nevada; Information: Marie Bowers, 541-914-0613; Marie@bashawseed.com
February 23 Oregon Seed Council meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St., N.E., Albany, 6:30 p.m.
March 30 Oregon Clover Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s West Salem, 1130 Wallace Road, NW
April 8 Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting, 10 a.m., Hood River Hotel, Hood River
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Preventing Rural Crime
In rural crime, as with many things, an ounce of prevention is
worth more than its weight in cure, according to Linn County
Sheriff Bruce Riley. And, he said, in rural crime, prevention often
equates to making it difficult for thieves and vandals.
“The bottom line is thieves are opportunistic and lazy, so when
you talk about crime prevention, you want to make their job
difficult,” Riley said.
Speaking at the Ryegrass Growers Association’s Annual Meeting
January 20 in Albany, Riley said it is easier to prevent crime than to
recover equipment and prosecute offenders after the fact.
“Once that horse is out of the barn, then we have to figure out
where the property is at, make arrests and that sort of thing,” he
said.
Riley provided several tips on how to minimize losses from metal
theft, fuel theft, vehicle theft and vandalism, crimes most common
on farms.
Other advice included to remove keys from all equipment at the
end of the day, secure equipment in a locked yard that can be
easily seen by employees or neighbors, and install good outdoor
lighting around shops and buildings. Also, he said, it is important
to post No Trespassing signs and report when a violation occurs.

One was to always report crimes, no matter how insignificant they
may seem.
“I know that takes a little bit of time on your part,” he said, “and
you maybe think you don’t want to bother the sheriff’s office with
something like a seventy-dollar gas theft. But that is what we do.

“We will respond and try to do something about it,” he said. “Will
there be an arrest every time? Probably not. But please report it to
us.”

“I want to know about crime,” he said. “I want to know when it is
happening and where. Am I going to solve every one of them for
you? No, obviously not. But I definitely can’t solve it if you don’t
report it.

To prevent employee theft, he advised participants to instigate
internal controls, such as separating employee duties.

“It may seem like a minor report, but it may just be the piece of the
puzzle we are looking for,” he said.

“It is not uncommon that we work some pretty major thefts with
money because of a lack of internal control,” he said.

Riley said it also is important to talk to neighbors if you see an
uptick of fuel theft or other crime on your farm, and to share that
information with employees.

Also, he said, when hiring, conduct criminal history checks,
drivers’ license checks and reference checks.
“If you hire the best people you can, and educate them of what you
stand for and what your expectations are, that goes a long way in
dealing with employees and employee issues,” Riley said.

“Share that with folks that are around you that can help provide
you with extra eyes and ears,” he said.
Riley also encouraged participants to develop a relationship with
their local law enforcement. “The more they understand what you
do, what belongs in an area and what doesn’t, the better they are
going to be able to help you,” he said.

In summation, Riley said, “Crime prevention starts with you and
your commitment to it.”

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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PGRs Benefit Second Year Clover Stands
Applying the plant growth regulator Palisade to a first year stand of
red clover may or may not provide a yield increase. Applying it in
the second year, however, apparently is a sure bet.
“On a first-year stand, we may get a yield bump,” Oregon State
University Extension agent Nicole Anderson reported at the Clover
Growers Annual Meeting February 3. “But definitely in the second
year.”
Research conducted by Anderson and OSU seed crop physiologist
Tom Chastain shows a consistent and significant yield increase
when applying the PGR to second-year stands at stem elongation
at about a two-pint rate, she said.
“We just can’t get the same consistent response in that first year,”
she said.
She added that application timing is critical.
“Fifteen or so days after cutting at eight to ten inches of regrowth
is what you want to be looking at,” she said. “If you go later, you
see a greater drop in seed weight. We see a drop in seed weight no
matter what when Palisade is used on clover, but you increase the
seed number enough so that you get an increase in seed yield.
“At some point, though, we are getting seed that is too light if we go
on really late,” she said.
Anderson said she has six years of data on Palisade’s effect on red
clover seed yields, but only limited data on the PGRs effect on
crimson clover. That said, her research shows that applying it at
low rates at stem elongation generated the best response.
“There were no statistical differences between a three-quarter-ofa-pint rate and a pint-and-a-half when we went on at that early
timing in our on-farm trials,” she said.

She noted the highest yield came at a rate of one-pint per acre.
“I think that looking at it at stem elongation at low rates – threequarter of a pint to a pint – is probably what I would try,” she said.

“Again, we see a little bit of a drop in seed weight, but in this trial,
we were documenting about a 15-percent increase in yield,” she
said.

Anderson said that to date, she and Chastain have been unable to
show a yield response to Palisade treatments in white clover.
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