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As of January 1 of this year, employers are required to provide 
sick leave to employees.

The new law applies to all businesses in Oregon.

“If you have one person on the table, that means that you are 
covered under the new sick-time rules,” said Roberta Gruber, a 
labor law expert with the Oregon Farm Bureau.

Employers with fewer than ten employees (six in Portland), 
however, don’t have to pay for sick leave, she said. They still, 
however, must meet all other requirements of the law, including 
tracking employee hours and exhibiting a notice of the new law.

The state determines whether an employer meets the ten-
worker threshold by calculating whether an employer has a 
“per-day average” of ten or more employees during each of 
twenty weeks of the previous calendar year.

The law excludes individuals employed by their parents, spouse 
or children, unless they receive W-2 reportable wages.

Employees start accruing sick leave from their first day on the 
job, but aren’t eligible to take sick leave until they have accrued 
90 days of employment, Gruber said.

An employee that is terminated and starts back to work at the 
same business within 180 days maintains the hours he or she 
has accrued toward the sick leave. If the employee is re-hired 
after 180 days, the sick-leave clock is reset to zero.

“The employee starts as a new employee and has to work that 90 
days before having access to the sick leave,” Gruber said.

Employers using a labor contractor should make sure that their 
contract states that the contractor is the primary employer and, 
as such, is responsible for an employee’s sick time.

“Make sure that your contract says that, and ensure that the 
contractor is tracking the employee time,” Gruber said.

Gruber also recommended that growers keep records of hours 
accrued by employees and document when employees take sick 
leave, preferably with a form that the employee signs.

The state has said it won’t be penalizing businesses in 2016 for 
violations of the new law, Gruber said. “That’s not what we hear 

from attorneys,” she added, “but as long as you’re trying, you 
should be in good stead.”

Gruber also advised businesses to alter the existing language of 
their drug and alcohol policy to include recreational marijuana.

“If you have a drug and alcohol policy that has a zero tolerance, 
you are already in compliance,” Gruber said. “Recreational 
marijuana is still an illegal substance at the federal level, and so 
therefore it is an illegal substance in the workplace if you choose 
it to be so. But I recommend that you add a few words to your 
policy that includes recreational marijuana and states that you 
expect your employees to arrive to work sober and drug free and 
ready to do the job you have hired them to do.”
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Oregon State University Extension is advising Willamette Valley 
wheat growers to keep an eye out for stripe rust.

“We have some reports of stripe rust of wheat in the Valley, so 
growers should be scouting their fields and treating if necessary,” 
OSU Extension Cereals Specialist Mike Flowers said.

Growers have stopped growing most varieties highly susceptible 
to stripe rust, Flowers said, but some susceptible varieties are still 
being planted.

“Goetze is still grown on a few acres, so people need to be aware, 
and as they are walking their fields looking at their fertilizer or 
spring weed-control programs, it is a good time to be looking for 
stripe rust and treating when necessary,” Flowers said.

Among other varieties susceptible to rust is Kaseberg, which OSU 
plant pathologist Chris Mundt characterizes as mildly susceptible. 
“It holds up better than highly susceptible varieties, but it can 
definitely get it if rust starts moving along,” Mundt said.

Art Deco “is on the susceptible side,” Mundt said. “That is 
something you should definitely keep an eye on.”

And, although Rosalyn looked like it was going to be resistant to 
stripe rust when it was first released, it, too, now is showing some 
susceptibility, Mundt said.

“There has been a little show up on the Rosalyn, so if growers have 
any Rosalyn out, they should keep an eye on that,” he said.

Growers also should be on the lookout for signs of Septoria 
infection, Mundt said. Although flag leaf timing is optimal for 

treating for Septoria, by scouting now, growers can get a good idea 
where to look for it when preparing their flag-leaf sprays.

“That will help them know which fields they might want to 
prioritize in terms of timing the sprays,” he said.

Flowers said growers also should be nearing the completion of 
their spring herbicide and fertility programs. And he advised 
growers to use the N-mineralization test when determining their 
nitrogen needs in wheat.

“Last year showed us that higher rates aren’t always the answer,” 
Flowers said. “Guys ended up with some high protein levels when 
the rain stopped and never came back.

“I think people need to pay more attention to their fertilizer 
program this year, so they hopefully can avoid some of those high 
proteins,” he said. “Using the N-min test is a good way to do that.”

Stripe Rust Reported in Valley

GE Bentgrass Petition at APHIS

Interested parties have until March 8 to submit comments on a 
petition before the Animal and Plant Health inspection Service 
seeking nonregulated status for glyphosate tolerant creeping 
bentgrass.

If successful, the petition, filed by the Scotts Company and 
Monsanto, would put the genetically engineered bentgrass 
outside the purview of APHIS’s regulatory authority of genetically 
engineered organisms.

In a summary of the petition, APHIS notes that the companies 
contend that “information collected during field trials and 
laboratory analyses indicates that ASR368 bentgrass is not likely 
to be a plant pest and therefore should not be a regulated article 
under APHIS’ (genetically engineered) regulations.”

APHIS notes it is “particularly interested in receiving comments 
regarding biological, cultural or ecological issues, and we 
encourage the submission of scientific data, studies, or research 
to support your comments.”

Comments can be mailed to Docket No. APHIS-2015-0096, 
Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3A-
03.8, 4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737-1238.

Electronically submitted documents can be sent through the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal available at http://www.regulations.
gov/#!docketDetail;D=APHIS-2015-0096

http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=APHIS-2015-0096
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Growers who have decided to take out grass seed stands because 
of the stands’ poor response to the dry conditions last summer 
and fall, may want to revisit their decision. History shows that dry 
conditions the previous summer and fall have little bearing on 
how well a stand performs the following year.

According to Oregon State University seed physiologist Tom 
Chastain, the success or failure of perennial seed crops is tied 
much more to rainfall in critical spring months than whatever 
happened the previous summer, fall and winter.

After analyzing several years of historical data, Chastain found 
stands recovered quite nicely from drought-like conditions the 
previous summer provided they received adequate rainfall the 
following spring.

Temperatures in spring also are a significant factor in yields, 
Chastain said.

In analyzing data, he found yields were lower in years with spring 
temperatures averaging 56 degrees or hotter and higher in years 
when spring temperatures average 55 degrees or lower.

Also, he said, daytime high temperatures have a bigger effect on 
yields than nighttime lows.

“These are cool-season grasses,” he said. “They really don’t want 
very high temperatures during that flowering and the beginning 
of that seed-fill period.”

Record and near-record rainfall in parts of Western Oregon this 

winter may have played into some decisions to leave in stands 
or at least helped to delay the decision. But, Chastain said, in all 
likelihood, those rains will have little to no effect on your summer 
yields.

Again, he said, it comes down to what happens in the spring.

“That rainfall in January is going to make no effect on your yields,” 
he said. “It is what is happening in April, May and June that is 
going to make a difference as to whether you are going to have a 
good yield or a poor yield.”

(For the full story on Chastain’s report, see the next Oregon Seed 
Magazine.)

Deciding Whether to Leave In Stands

FINAL CHANCE FOR WEED CONTROL

March offers growers their final chance to control weeds this 
growing season, according to Oregon State University Extension 
Weed Control Specialist Andy Hulting.

“March is when things need to happen,” he said. “After that, 
we’re pretty much done with weed control until the fall.”

Growers looking to control annual bluegrass and roughstalk 
bluegrass in established grasses, for example, need to apply 
glufosinate prior to April 1, Hulting said.

“We get too much crop injury after that,” he said.

While a mid- to late-March glufosinate application typically 
won’t kill the weeds, it can suppress seed head formation, 
Hulting said.

“Rarely do you kill the plants, but you can stop them from 
making viable seed,” he said.

March also is a good time to start in on broadleaf weed control 
in spring planted grasses, Hulting said.

“Pretty much now is the time when we need to be trying to 
manage annual broadleaf weeds, such as sharp-point fluvellin, 
in spring-planted grasses,” he said.

Hulting also advised growers to start moving away from ester 
formulations of phenoxy herbicides in March, switching to 
amine and acid formulations and nonvolatile products, such as 
Calisto, Huskie and Sharpen.

Hulting sized up weed pressure this year as similar to most, 
but noted that in cases where growers didn’t get down a fall-
herbicide application, it may be a little heavier.
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Provide N Before Plants Demand It

Growers will want to provide plants an adequate supply of nitrogen 
before the crop demands it, according to South Willamette Valley 
field crops Extension agent Clare Sullivan.

In tall fescue, most of the spring nitrogen should be down by mid-
March, Sullivan said, and all nitrogen should be applied to the 
species by the end of the first week in April.

In perennial ryegrass, the Extension Service recommends growers 
complete their nitrogen applications by mid-April, and not apply 
when soils are saturated.

Similarly in annual ryegrass, Extension recommends growers 
apply nitrogen by mid-April, unless soils are saturated and field 
access is restricted.

Spring Slug Control

Growers also should be keeping an eye out for a spring flush of 
slugs, Sullivan said.

“Just monitor and be aware that new flushes could come on in the 
spring until soil temperatures warm,” Sullivan said.

Slug emergence is often associated with occurrences in the fall, 
Sullivan said, but it is important to remember that regardless of 
what happened in the fall, slugs will be hatching in the spring. 
Slug eggs that have overwintered, or were laid in late winter, could 
hatch in March, she said.

“There is not a lot known about what temperatures are needed for 
the eggs to hatch, and how long there is between egg lay and hatch 
under field conditions,” Sullivan said, “but emergence is usually 
associated with soil temperature and soil moisture.”

Slugs prefer moist and cool soils, she said.

If treating for slugs in established stands, Sullivan said it can be 
beneficial to use liquid metaldehyde in spring treatments, given 
that it can provide better coverage of the crop canopy.

OSU Puts Out Cutworm Publication

Oregon State University Extension Service has put out a publication 
on a pest that is being widely found in grass seed crops this year.

The publication on the winter cutworm provides information on 
the pest’s biology, the damage it causes and management tactics.

In an introduction, the publication notes that “large numbers of 
larvae were observed … in field crops in Oregon and Washington” 
in 2015, as well as around homes and on golf courses, and that 
the pest is “a concern as a potential crop pest that can cause 
considerable damage in a short amount of time.”

The publication notes that above-ground damage occurs when 
larvae chew through tissues near ground level, cutting the stems 
of plants.”

It further notes that distinguishing between the winter cutworm 
and similar-looking species “is crucial for the most effective pest-
management approach, as they can behave differently and feed 
during different times of year.”

Visual monitoring is the easiest way to detect a cutworm 
infestation, the publication notes. “Typically, cutworm damage 
is erratic and less uniform than armyworm damage. However, 
winter cutworms move en masse like armyworms, so look for large 

areas of clipped, mowed or notched 
foliage, or, in some cases, missing 
plants within and across rows.

The publication steers growers 
to the Pacific Northwest Insect 
Management Handbook at 
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.
org for a resource of insecticides 
that control cutworms.

As for cultural practices 
that can aid in controlling 
the pest, the publication 
recommends growers rotate 
crops, remove plant residue 
and weeds along field edges to reduce egg-
laying and feeding sites and to till before planting.

The publication is available at https://catalog.extension.
oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/files/
project/pdf/em9139.pdf
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Introduction
Winter cutworm is the common name for the 

larval stage of the large yellow underwing moth 

(Noctua pronuba [Lepidoptera: Noctuidae]). The 

cutworm has tolerance for cold temperatures, and 

larval feeding activity persists throughout fall and 

winter. 
Adult N. pronuba moths have been detected 

in Oregon for at least a decade, and the species 

is common in many different ecological habitats. 

Epidemic outbreaks of adult moths have occurred 

periodically in this region, resulting in captures of 

up to 500 moths per night. However, larval feeding 

by N. pronuba has not been a problem in Oregon 

until recently. In 2013 and 2014, there were isolated 

instances reported, including damage by larvae 

to sod near Portland and defoliation of herb and 

flower gardens in Corvallis. In 2015, large numbers 

of larvae were observed around homes, within golf 

courses, and in field crops located in Oregon and 

Washington.
Winter cutworms have a wide host range across 

agricultural, urban, and natural landscapes (Table 

1, page 2) and are a concern as a potential crop 

pest that can cause considerable damage in a short 

amount of time. Above-ground damage occurs when 

larvae chew through tissues near ground level, cut-

ting the stems off plants. Leaf chewing and root 

feeding also have been observed. Winter cutworms 

are gregarious, which means they feed and move in 

groups, similar to armyworms. The severity of plant 

damage they cause can differ depending on specific 

environmental conditions, proximity to other host 

plants, and management practices. This publication 

Photo: Nate McGhee, © Oregon State University.

highlights general information about winter 

cutworm, including identification, scouting recom-

mendations, and potential control measures.

http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/files/project/pdf/em9139.pdf
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THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

 March 1 Overview of APHIS’ role in regulation of glyphosate tolerance creeping bentgrass, 5 to 7 p.m.,  
  Malheur County Extension, 710 SW 5th Ave., Ontario

 March 22 Oregon Seed Council meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St., N.E., Albany, 6:30 p.m.

 March 30 Oregon Clover Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s West Salem, 1130 Wallace Road, NW

 April 8 Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting, 10 a.m., Hood River Hotel, Hood River

 April 14 Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

 April 27  Oregon Ryegrass Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany

CALENDAR

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

