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The Oregon Department of Agriculture is expanding its pesticide 
drift-awareness program to homeowners this year and reminding 
growers to continue their efforts to avoid conflict as the program 
swings into its second year.

Also for the second year, ODA is sending out a pre-recorded 
telephone message from Director Katy Coba to some 7,000 
licensed pesticide applicators reminding them to be careful with 
pesticide applications.

Steps covered in the robocall include reading and following all 
label directions, reminders to be aware of weather conditions at 
the time of application and for 48 hours after the application and 
to communicate with neighbors about any plans to spray.

In a press release, the department said it is encouraged by the 
progress made last year when ODA convened several meetings 
with different agricultural groups with the intent of avoiding 
conflict. Organizations like the Oregon Seed Council and Oregon 
grass seed commissions highlighted the drift issue in industry 
newsletters and at conferences, which the department believed 
help improve communication among growers of different crops 
and lessened conflicts.

Reaching homeowners with the message to avoid drift is 
logistically more difficult than reaching farmers, said Ann Ketter 
of the ODA’s Pesticides Program.

Agriculture has organizations, associations, commodity 
commissions that facilitate efforts to reach farmers, Ketter said. 
“But it is hard to talk to individual homeowners or small farmers 
because they aren’t part of these groups.”

The department hopes to communicate the drift-awareness 
message to homeowners with messaging at big box stores that 
sell pesticides, such as Lowe’s and The Home Depot, and at farm 
supply stores that cater to homeowners, such as Wilco stores.

At Wilco, for example, point-of-sale outreach efforts last year 
included printed cards attached to store shelves that call 
customers’ attention to avoiding drift. And Wilco has conducted 
training with their agronomists and store employees so that 
customers get good advice on the best products to buy, when to 

apply them and proper use of spray equipment to avoid harming 
sensitive off-target crops.

This year, the department is in communication with Lowe’s and 
The Home Depot about incorporating the drift-awareness issue 
into employee training so they can pass that information along to 
customers.
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Willamette Valley growers should consider applying Septoria 
sprays at flag leaf emergence in wheat, even if producing the 
variety Bobtail, which has previously shown good resistance to the 
disease, according to an Oregon State University plant pathologist.

OSU’s Chris Mundt said Septoria resistance in Bobtail appears to 
be weakening, and the disease appears to be flourishing this year.

“Septoria seems to be moving along fairly heavily,” Mundt said. 
“These strong rain events that we’ve had, and that rain splash, 
really helped to move Septoria along.”

In contrast, rust pressure appears low this year, Mundt said.

“The good news is there hasn’t been a lot of rust around,” he 
said. “Some showed up early in the north part of the Valley, but in 
general, the rust pressure seems to be down.”

Barley yellow dwarf also has appeared in the Valley, he said, adding: 
“That is not something we can do anything about in the middle of 
the season. That is driven by seed treatment and planting date.”

The other disease on Mundt’s radar this spring is sharp eyespot. 
The disease hit the Valley hard in 2014, and reappeared in 2015. 
Mundt said it is unclear how severe the disease is in in this year’s 
wheat crop.

“The good news in terms of sharp eyespot is Bobtail holds up 
well against it and Rosalyn isn’t bad either,” he said. “So two of 
the varieties that make up a major part of our acreage have some 
resistance to it.”

Mundt characterized the variety Mary as “pretty susceptible” to 
the disease, Kaseberg as “somewhat susceptible” and Art Deco as 
“susceptible.”

Among management options, delaying fall planting is one growers 
should consider, he said.

“We haven’t been able to find anything that helps with sharp 
eyespot in terms of sprays during the season,” he said. “But I 
definitely noticed last year in my experimental material that the 
things planted on the early side had more severe sharp eyespot.”

Mundt said he is monitoring a planting trial at Hyslop Farms this 
year that he hopes will provide additional information on whether 
planting date affects disease severity.

As for the flag leaf Septoria sprays, Mundt said growers may be 
able to avoid them altogether if they are growing Bobtail and 
haven’t seen any disease pressure to date.

If growers have some reservations, however, particularly because 
Septoria resistance in Bobtail seems to be eroding, they should 
consider applying at the very least an inexpensive treatment, he 
said.

“If they want better control, they can go with something like Prosaro, 
which is a very good fungicide,” he said. “It is a combination of two 
different triazoles. There are also the SDHIs out there. Those are 
more expensive, but they give very good Septoria control.”

He reminded growers that strobilurin fungicides no longer are 
effective against Septoria.

ODA Expands Drift Awareness Efforts Continued

High Septoria Pressure Raises Importance of Flag Leaf Treatment

The key message for farmers at this time of year, when wine grapes 
and other crops are highly susceptible to herbicide injury, is to 
avoid using certain products, such as phenoxy pesticides, and, in 
particular, ester formulations of phenoxies. Also, the department 
stresses the need for growers to let their neighbors know when 
they are applying pesticides.

Also new this year, the department hopes to collect positive reports 
from farmers working together to avoid conflicts. In a press release, 
the department noted that anecdotally it has heard that efforts to 
avoid conflict have been working, but lack of documentation has 
made it difficult to measure the success of its efforts.

“One of the problems with success is that people don’t always 
report it and only let us know when there is a problem,” Ketter 
said. “This year, we will make an effort to find those success 
stories of things being done correctly and people communicating 
effectively.”

With concerns that agricultural groups may approach the 
Legislature about restricting the use of certain pesticide products 
at certain times of year, those success stories may prove valuable to 
an industry that prefers resolving issues outside of the Legislature.

continued from page 1
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is asking Willamette Valley grass 
seed growers to consider adjusting agricultural practices during 
the streaked horned lark breeding season this spring and summer 
to help ensure the lark breeds successfully.

The Willamette Valley is one of just a handful of homes for the lark, 
a ground-nesting songbird that was listed as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act in 2013.

While the 2013 listing exempted farmers from “take” prohibitions 
that typically accompany a listing, the Service noted in a December 
2015 information guide that it is hoping to work cooperatively 
with landowners in the Willamette Valley to develop lark-friendly 
farming practices while still supporting viable farms.

During the lark’s breeding season, which runs April to August, 
the Service is asking growers to consider adjusting the timing of 
certain agricultural practices, including delaying certain practices, 
to improve breeding habitat.

“Techniques include adjusting the timing of summer fallowing for 
weed control, delaying tilling after harvest of early-season crops,” 
the Service wrote, “delaying straw baling in early-harvested fields 
and delaying weed control in young grass seed crops to allow 
some broad-leaf growth that may be used for nesting.”

The Service noted that odd or unproductive 
areas of agricultural fields can provide 
suitable lark habitat. These include 
drown outs and areas of bare ground. 
“Allowing these unproductive areas to 
persist in an otherwise productive field provides 
islands of habitat for nesting,” the service wrote.

Agricultural road margins can provide good lark 
habitat, the Service wrote, particularly margins 
of lightly travelled gravel roads. “This habitat is 
already available and simply needs to be maintained 
with early herbicide applications,” the Service wrote. 
“The widening of road margins by an application of 
gravel to suppress, but not halt, vegetation growth could 
be a longer-term management strategy. Keeping vehicles 

and equipment off road margins during the breeding-season is 
also an important conservation measure.”

The Service currently is funding a multi-year study at the Herbert 
Farm Natural Area in Benton County with the goal of developing 
specific recommendations for maintaining suitable breeding 
habitat for larks along farm roads in the Willamette Valley. 
Researchers are evaluating methods for maintaining weed-free 
road margins adjacent to existing ryegrass fields that also protect 
nesting larks during the breeding season.

The Service’s Cat Brown said the agency will share results from the 
study in 2018, after the project is completed.

Removing trees along windbreaks, hedgerows and roads can 
restore the wide-open landscape preferred by larks, the Service 
wrote.

The lark, once abundantly distributed from western British 
Columbia south through the Rogue River Valley of Oregon, has 
declined in population to an estimated size of less than 2,000 birds 
as its habitat has been converted to human-dominated landscapes. 
The species currently occupies grasslands of the Puget lowlands, 
airports, islands of dredged material in the Columbia River, certain 
coastal beaches in Washington, in addition to agricultural lands in 
the Willamette Valley.

The Center for Biological Diversity and three other environmental 
groups filed notice of intent to sue the Service in August 2015 in an 
effort to strengthen protections for the lark.

For more information on managing agricultural lands to 
benefit streaked horned lark, or if interested in working 

to conserve larks on farm lands, growers are asked to 
contact Cat Brown at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, 503-231-6179.

Altering Ag Practices Can Aid Streaked Horned Lark Breeding
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Goose Permits Serve Multiple Purposes

Farmers don’t like filling out forms and jumping through 
bureaucratic hoops. In the case of goose depredation permits, 
however, industry leaders are urging growers to do just that.

The permits not only authorize the killing of a limited number 
of geese, which helps growers move geese off their crops, they 
provide authorities an idea of just how much damage geese inflict 
on Willamette Valley seed operations.

“In those permit applications, they ask for your damages,” 
said Marie Gadotti, chair of the Oregon Farm Bureau’s Goose 
Depredation Committee. “And officials will be looking at the 
information in those applications to see how much damage we 
are suffering.”

To that end, the Farm Bureau has developed a damage report 
survey to help growers calculate geese damage. Included are 
sections on hazing costs, extra fertilizer and pesticide expenses 
caused by geese damage, and yield loss.

Ultimately, Gadotti said, the industry would like USFWS to lower 
its current goose population objective of 250,000 birds. Also, 
showing officials the breadth of damage caused by the 340,000 
Canada cackler geese that inhabit the Valley each winter could 
pressure officials to improve management of wildlife refuges and, 
potentially, increase hunting days.

“If we can show we are suffering more damage than they currently 
believe, we can put pressure on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to sit up and take notice and do more for us,” Gadotti said.

Permit Information
Goose depredation permits provide farmers who qualify the 

authority to kill 20 geese. If a farmer reaches his or her limit, they 
can ask for an increase in the 20-goose cap.

There is no statewide cap for take of resident geese. Wintering 
geese kills are capped at 500 for the year in Oregon.

Cost to obtain the permit is $100 and can be used for both 
migratory and resident geese, provided the applicant requests that 
provision in the application.

Depredation permits for wintering and resident geese can be used 
only on non-hunting days.

Only those who suffer damage from geese and who have tried 
nonlethal measures to prevent or minimize bird damage are 
eligible for the depredation permits.

One permit covers all land in production by a farmer.

Because of recent rules changes, permittees no longer need to take 
geese they kill to an Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife check 
station. That rule formerly was in place to ensure growers weren’t 
killing dusky Canada geese. Duskies, however, continue to be off-
limits from take provisions.

Applicants must fill out Form 37 before becoming eligible for the 
depredation permits. The form can only be obtained through 
Wildlife Services by calling 866-487-3297.

To obtain the permit application, applicants can contact the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service at 503-231-2266 or access it online at 
www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-13.pdf.

The Farm Bureau surveys can be obtained by contacting Gadotti 
at 503-543-6573 or through the Farm Bureau’s website at http://
oregonfb.org/geese.

 April 23 & 24 Ag Fest; Oregon State Fairgrounds, Salem

 April 26  Oregon Seed Council meeting; Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany, 6:30 p.m. 

 April 27 Oregon Ryegrass Commission meeting; Cascade Grill, Albany, 6 p.m.

 May 9 Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting; Elmer’s Restaurant, Salem, 7 a.m.

 May 11 Oregon Clover Commission meeting; Roth’s West Salem, 7 a.m.

 May 18 Oregon Seed Council’s ODA Tour; Halsey Fire Department, 740 W 2nd St., 1 p.m. Call the Seed Council at 503-585-1157 to RSVP

 May 19 Tall Fescue Commission meeting; Cascade Grill, Albany, 6 p.m.

 May 21 Barley Day, 9 a.m. On OSU Campus and at Hyslop Farm. Register in advance at http://barleyworld.org/

 May 25  Hyslop Farm Field Day; 3455 N.E. Granger Ave., Corvallis, 8:15 a.m.

 May 26  Grass Seed Field Day, Hermiston Agricultural Research and Extension Center, 2121 S. 1st St. Hermiston, 9 a.m.

 May 31 Ryegrass Commission meeting; Cascade Grill, Albany, 6 p.m.

 June 18-22 OSA/ASTA Annual Convention, The Nines, 525 SW Morrison St., Portland

CALENDAR
April 23, 24:  Ag Fest; Oregon State Fairgrounds, Salem

April 26:  Oregon Seed Council meeting; Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany, 6:30 p.m. 

April 27: Oregon Ryegrass Commission meeting; Cascade Grill, Albany, 6 p.m.

May 9: Oregon Fine Fescue Commission meeting; Elmer’s Restaurant, Salem, 7 a.m.

May 11: Oregon Clover Commission meeting; Roth’s West Salem, 7 a.m.

May 18: Oregon Seed Council’s ODA Tour; Halsey Fire Department, 740 W 2nd St., 1 p.m. Call the Seed Council at 503-585-1157 to RSVP

May 19: Tall Fescue Commission meeting; Cascade Grill, Albany, 6 p.m.

May 21:  Barley Day, 9 a.m. On OSU Campus and at Hyslop Farm. Register in advance at http://barleyworld.org/

May 31: Ryegrass Commission meeting; Cascade Grill, Albany, 6 p.m.

May 25: Hyslop Farm Field Day; 3455 N.E. Granger Ave., Corvallis, 8:15 a.m.

May 26:  Grass Seed Field Day, Hermiston Agricultural Research and Extension Center, 2121 S. 1st St. Hermiston, 9 a.m.

June 18-22: OSA/ASTA Annual Convention, The Nines, 525 SW Morrison St. Portland

www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-13.pdf
http://oregonfb.org/geese
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THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

New Worker Protection Standards Coming

Farmers will need to change existing practices to meet the 
requirements of new federal EPA Worker Protection Standards, 
according to an Oregon Department of Agriculture pesticide 
investigator.

To begin with, Michael Odenthal said, unlike the old standards, 
the new Worker Protection Standards do not allow the five-day 
grace period that gave employers five days to initiate worker 
training.

Also, he said, new beginning in 2017, employers must post 
pesticide safety data sheets in a central location at least twenty-
four hours after an application and before workers re-enter a 
treated area. Safety data sheets must remain posted for thirty 
days.

Under the old rule, warning signs posted in treated areas were 
required only if labels required it. Under the new rule, if a pesticide 
has a re-entry interval of forty-eight hours or more, farms are 
required to post the warning signs.

There was no minimum age for applying restricted use pesticides 
under the old rule, Odenthal said. Under the new rule, applicators 

of restricted use pesticides must be at least eighteen years old or 
a member of the family.

In cases of exposure to pesticides, farms are required to provide 
medical transportation in a timely fashion, a provision also 
required in the old rule. Under the new rule, farms are also 
required to provide the pesticide’s safety data sheet and label to 
medical personnel.

Oregon OSHA will enforce the new federal standards in Oregon, 
Odenthal said.

OSA, ASTA CONVENTIONS SET FOR JUNE

The 133rd annual convention of the American Seed Trade 
Association and the 47th annual convention of the Oregon Seed 
Association will be held concurrently in Portland June 18-22.

The conference will feature sessions on cover crops, innovations 
in plant breeding, moving seed across borders, legislative issues 
facing the seed industry and more.

It will include a field tour of area agriculture, a golf tournament, 
fun run/walk, a tour of the Portland Rose Gardens and 
Multnomah Falls, as well as a silent auction and banquet. 
Proceeds from the silent auction will benefit the OSA 
scholarship program.

The convention will be held at The Nines, a luxury hotel in 
downtown Portland.

The OSA asks interested participants to contact the association 
at 503-685-7555 for registration information or register on line at 
http://www.oregonseed.org/events/summer-convention.

http://www.oregonseed.org/events/summer-convention
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

