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OSU Report Shows Yields, Value Substantially Down in 2015
Low yields brought on by last summer’s hot, dry conditions
dramatically reduced the volume and value of the 2015
Oregon seed crop, according to figures released May 5 by
Oregon State University Extension.

Acres Harvested
in 2015

Acres Available for
Harvest in 2016

Ryegrass Seed - Annual

123,000

118,000

Ryegrass Seed - Perennial

97,000

97,000

Tall Fescue Seed - Turf Type

115,000

115,000

Tall Fescue Seed - Forage Type

15,000

15,000

Tall Fescue - K-31 & Other

10,000

9,000

Type of Seed

Grass seed production in Oregon fell nearly 20 percent
from 2014 levels, according to the report, dropping from
734 million pounds in 2014 to 590 million pounds in 2015.
Legume seed production fell 13.6 percent, dropping from
32.7 million pounds in 2014 to 28.2 million in 2015.
The value of Oregon’s grass seed crop fell from $451 million
in 2014 to $384 million in 2015, with the biggest decline
occurring in perennial ryegrass, where farm gate sales
dropped from $158 million in 2014 to $106 million in 2015.

“It is certainly one of the bigger yield loss years that has been
seen, at least in the most recent decade,” Anderson said.
“It was largely driven by the uncharacteristically hot, dry
summer that we experienced last year.”

Yields were down across the board in grass seed, including in
annual ryegrass, which fell from an average of 2,227 pounds
an acre in 2014 to 1,817 pounds in 2015. In perennial ryegrass,
yields were down from an average of 1,680 pounds an acre in
2014 to 1,327 pounds in 2015. Tall fescue yields dropped from
an average of 1,610 pounds acre in 2014 to 1,387 pounds in
2015.

Anderson compiled the report based on data collected by
OSU Extension and Department of Crop and Soil Science
personnel.
In a separate report issued one day later, the National
Agricultural Statistics Service reported that acres available for
harvest in 2016 are expected to be equivalent to 2015 acres,
with the exception of annual ryegrass.

In legume seed, much of the reduction in volume came from
a decrease in acres. Yields stayed fairly stable, and, in the case
of crimson clover, actually increased, going from an average
of 979 pounds an acre in 2014 to 1,126 pounds an acre in
2015. Legume seed acreage declined from 43,397 in 2014 to
40,900 in 2015.

NASS showed annual ryegrass seed acres are expected to
decline from 123,000 in 2015 to 118,000 in 2016. Perennial
Continued on page 2

Harvested acreage in grass seed, conversely, was fairly stable
when considering the report adjusted for a 10,000 acre
discrepancy in the 2014 numbers. The report showed 2014
acres at 420,550, with 2015 acres at 410,130.
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Prices also held relatively steady in grass seed, with perennial
ryegrass, for example, staying right at 84 cents a pound both
years.
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But that wasn’t the case when it came to the grass seed yields.
OSU North Valley Extension Agent Nicole Anderson, who
authored the report, said they were some of the biggest drops
in recent memory.

Goose Depredation Permits Provide Multiple Benefits.................... 5

1

OSU Report Shows Yields, Value Substantially Down in 2015 Continued
continued from page 1

ryegrass seed acres are expected to remain at 97,000, while
turf-type tall fescue acres are expected to stay at 115,000, and
forage-type tall fescue seed acres are expected to remain at
15,000.

The NASS report noted that 74 percent of those contacted
responded to the survey. It added that the 2016 crops look
promising. “This spring seems promising with adequate
moisture, and growers are hoping for a break from the dry
weather of last year,” the report stated.

The NASS numbers were similar to OSU’s numbers, with
slight variations. OSU put perennial ryegrass seed acres at
95,380 for 2015 (compared to the 97,000 acre estimate put out
by NASS). OSU had annual ryegrass acreage for 2015 pegged
at 121,290, while NASS estimated annual ryegrass acreage at
123,000.

OSU also recently mailed its 2015 Seed Production Research
report. The 43-page report, made possible by a grant from
the Oregon Seed Council, is available online at http://
cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/content/seed-productionresearch-reports.

Planting Date’s Wide-Ranging Effect
For years, growers have known that delaying fall planting of wheat
can minimize barley yellow dwarf virus infection.
Now it appears that delaying planting also can reduce Septoria
and sharp eyespot.
At Hyslop Farm Field Day on May 25, Oregon State University
plant pathologist Christ Mundt unveiled preliminary findings of a
planting-date trial designed to analyze the effect of planting date
on disease pressure.
In the trial, Mundt planted four replications of six different varieties
on two planting dates, one on October 9 and one on October 27.
“It is like night and day,” he said. “There is probably five times
more barley yellow dwarf in the early planted wheat, twice as
much Septoria and a lot more sharp eyespot.”
Mundt said he plans to look more closely at the phenomenon next
year by analyzing disease response to multiple planting dates.
“This is something I think we need to look at,” Mundt said. “I realize
not everybody can (delay planting). It is going to depend upon
how many acres you have to plant, whether you are broadcasting
or drilling. It depends on what your soil is like. But I think it is
something we need to look at pretty seriously.”

Oregon State University plant pathologist Chris Mundt, speaking at
Hyslop Farm Field Day May 25, is finding that in addition to affecting
barley yellow dwarf virus pressure, planting date in winter wheat also
appears to influence Septoria and sharp eyespot pressure.

As for sharp eyespot, Mundt said indications are the disease is
here to stay.

Bobtail and Rosalyn, actually hold up fairly well against it. So we
have some genetics out there that are going to help us,” he said.
“But sharp eyespot is probably not going away.”

“This disease has been around here for a long time,” he said. “It
used to be we would get a call maybe once every five years and it
really wasn’t that bad.

Also in his presentation, Mundt cautioned growers from spraying
fungicides more often than needed to avoid the buildup of
fungicide resistance.

“In 2014, it was across the entire Valley, and we now have an aerial
dispersed spore that we didn’t have before,” he said. “We have that
to deal with now, unfortunately.

“New chemistries don’t come along very often,” Mundt said, “so
we want to do everything we can to try to keep those chemistries
going. We want to be mixing chemical classes together, and we
only want to be spraying when we absolutely have to.”

“The good news is that genetically we got a bit lucky in that when
this showed up, in 2014, we found that our most recent releases,
2

Wheat Chef Tends to Quality in Breeding
Growers tend to be well aware of disease profile, yield potential
and other growing characteristics of wheat varieties released
through Oregon State University.
But those agronomic features, it turns out, are only part of the
story of what goes into developing a successful line of wheat.
Varieties that advance through OSU’s breeding program also are
rigorously tested for quality.
“When it comes to quality, you don’t see it when you produce
wheat,” said OSU wheat breeder Bob Zemetra. “Where you do see
it is when you sell it.”
Speaking to participants at Hyslop Farm Field Day May 25,
Zemetra said one of the key people involved in the development
of new breeding lines is Andrew Ross, an OSU professor in food
science technology.

Oregon State University Food Science Professor Andrew Ross, speaking
at the Hyslop Farm Field Day May 25, tests wheat for its milling and
baking characteristics as part of the university's wheat breeding program.

Through his work in the OSU Cereal Quality Laboratory, Ross
tests wheat for its milling and baking characteristics. He has been
involved in the development of many top OSU releases, including
Bobtail, Kaseberg and Rosalyn, three of today’s most widely grown
wheats in the Willamette Valley.

Ross starts screening potential wheat candidates at the fourth
generation, after Zemetra and his researchers have considerably
winnowed the pool of potential candidates. At least thirty percent
more will be removed from consideration before breeders advance
the lines to breeding plots, where they will be further scrutinized
for disease profiles, yield characteristics, in addition to milling,
baking and other quality specs.
On the OSU website, it states, “The OSU Cereal Quality Laboratory
investigates the molecular phenomena that control the
characteristics of wheat-based foods and uses this knowledge to
maximize the probability of selecting new wheat varieties with
improved end-use performance in conventional uses (bread,
cookies, etc.) and, to where possible, identify and exploit novel
quality traits of potential value.”
Ross, who hails from Australia and has been at OSU since 2001,
told Hyslop participants that it is extremely important that the
Northwest keep improving on its premium quality.
He noted that buyers can purchase wheat from the Black Sea
substantially cheaper than from the Northwest. And, he added,
“They have the capability to grow really good wheat, so we need to
keep upping the ante.” At minimum, he said, all new releases need
to maintain current quality specs.
With Ross involved in the breeding process, one can expect that
to occur.
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PGRs in Clovers Show Mixed Results
four inches of water at full bloom, she picked up a thirteen percent
increase in yield across a three-year study period.

Use of plant growth regulators in white clover not only doesn’t
increase seed yield, according to a report at Hyslop Farm Field Day
on May 25, it can reduce yield if high application rates of certain
products are used.

Use of a PGR in red clover resulted in even higher yields, with
Anderson showing an 18 percent bump when Palisade EC was
applied at stem elongation (8-10 inches of regrowth after cutting).

In crimson and red clover, Oregon State University North
Willamette Valley Extension Agent Nicole Anderson said that
a PGR’s ability to increase flower production can offset the
corresponding drop in seed weight, and increase yield.

South Valley Extension Agent Clare Sullivan followed Anderson’s
report with a report on row spraying in established white clover,
noting that preliminary results showed row spraying with certain
herbicide combinations may provide a benefit.

In white, that’s not the case.

The least crop injury and best row persistence resulted when using
Express herbicide in late February. A tankmix of Alion and Rely at
the same timing also showed good results, she said.

Anderson noted that researchers in New Zealand have studied
this for several years and have “strong data” showing no response
in white clover seed production to use of plant growth regulators
at common rates. Anderson, meanwhile, noticed an actual
decrease in yields in a second year stand of white clover when
using high rates of Palisade EC, the PGR most commonly used
in Oregon.

The crop bounced back pretty well when the products were used
at that early timing, she said, while later timings appear to increase
crop injury.
Sullivan plans to take the trial to yield, noting at that point she will
be able to better analyze the potential benefits of row spraying in
established white clover.

Anderson also noted that timely irrigation in red clover can
consistently increase seed yield. She found that when applying

New Blue Mountain Seed Line Expected This Summer
The new line also will enable
the company to complete
its annual production
earlier – by as much as six
weeks – than the current
mid-April completion date.

He’s not sure exactly when, but Bill Merrigan, manager of Blue
Mountain Seeds in Imbler, is expecting the company’s new
bluegrass seed cleaning line to be up and running sometime this
summer.
“It won’t be ready on day one of harvest, but we hope it will be
ready soon,” Merrigan said. He added, “It’s really not imperative
that we have it running on day one. We have two lines that will be
running.

“We don’t like running
until the middle of April,”
Merrigan said. “We would
just as soon be done by the
first of March. That will give
us more time to get things
torn apart, get all the repairs
done, get the maintenance
done, and more time for
people to take vacation.

“We’ll be looking to get the crop in – get it under the roof – then
we’ll be able to focus on that a little bit more,” Merrigan added.
The addition of the third bluegrass line will provide the company
several benefits, Merrigan said, including enabling it to get more
seed ready for fall business.
“In our current climate, we are pretty short on bluegrass and
inventories are going to get really low. So there will be a certain
amount of pressure right at harvest to get crops cleaned and
available for the fall market,” Merrigan said.

“That would be ideal,” he
said.

“In bluegrass, the fall market isn’t as big, obviously, as tall fescue
and ryegrass, but there is still some fall market. Also, companies
are packaging in September and October for spring, so they have
to have seed right away,” he said.

A worker moves seed at Blue Mountain
Seeds in Imbler in May. Blue Mountain's
new bluegrass seed cleaning line is
expected to be in operation later this
summer.

Blue Mountain is installing its new line in the building that
formerly housed Barenbrug USA’s Imbler seed cleaning operation.
The former line was destroyed in a fire, March 31 of last year. Blue
Mountain purchased the facility from Barenbrug last summer and
refurbished the facility over the winter and spring in preparation
for the new seed cleaning line.

“The new line will give us the ability to clean for three different
customers at the same time,” he said.
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Goose Depredation Permits Provide Multiple Benefits
“It took a week and a half to get the paperwork. Then it takes 60
to 90 days once you send in the application to get approved. And
if you have anything wrong on the application, they can deny it,”
Dettwyler said.

It takes a while and can be a hassle, but applying for and securing
a goose depredation permit can provide big benefits to a grass
seed industry that annually suffers significant losses to geese.
Roger Beyer, executive director of the Oregon Seed Council, said
applying for the permits helps inform government officials of the
level of damage caused by geese and can ensure a continuation of
the permit program.

“I’m hoping that once you get into the system that the renewal
process isn’t as cumbersome as the initial application process,”
he said.
Despite the difficulty in obtaining the permits, Bowers said it is
important growers consider applying. He said that in meetings
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife officials last fall and winter he came
to believe that they have no concept of the amount of damages
caused by geese.

“We’re concerned that if nobody is utilizing the permits, the
government will take them away from us,” Beyer said.
Also, while killing a few geese won’t do much to lower their
population, it can keep geese moving and will protect a grower
from legal action if accidentally killing a goose while hazing.

“Those cacklers come down in tens of thousands into these fields
and turn them into a putting green in a hurry,” he said.

Permits cost $100 and run from August 1 through July 31.
The initial bag limit on the permits is 20 geese, but growers can
reapply after reaching the initial cap.

“We need to let them know that there is damage out there,” Bowers
said, “and that we are willing to pay the one-hundred bucks to
help control the problem.”

Eric Bowers, a South Willamette Valley grower who recently
received his permit, alerted growers that if they want to receive
a depredation permit by the fall, they should start soon on the
application process.

He added that paying $100 for a permit to control a pest that you
are feeding and that is causing extensive damage to your crops is
like “adding insult to injury,” but said ultimately it could benefit
growers to do so.

“If you’re thinking about getting a permit, you
might as well start the process now,” Bowers
said, “because it can take a while.”

Bowers advised growers to specify in the permit applications
that they want the permit to apply to resident and migratory
geese and to all lands that they farm.

Mid-Valley farmer Karl Dettwyler as of
June 1 was still waiting for his application
to go through the process. He described
the process as time consuming and a
bureaucratic headache.

Growers looking to apply for the permits can contact
Beyer at the Oregon Seed Council for more information
at 503-585-1157.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.
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