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OSU Issues Armyworm Alert
The Oregon State University Extension Service in August issued a
pest alert regarding the presence of true (common) armyworms in
Willamette Valley grass seed crops.
Extension personnel Amy Dreves, Nicole Anderson and Clare
Sullivan wrote that large numbers of the pest had been spotted
in tall fescue and orchardgrass seed fields in both the south and
north Willamette Valley.
“Extensive damage may result if the population is not treated,”
they wrote, adding, “Large numbers of larvae feed so voraciously
that mass migrations of larvae can occur within a field and to
adjacent fields very quickly.”
Armyworm outbreaks occur suddenly, and in large numbers.
Dreves, Anderson and Sullivan said this summer’s outbreak was
comparable to last summer’s outbreak of the new winter cutworm,
which erupted in grass seed fields last year.

Armyworm

Cutworm damage is less uniform than armyworm damage,
they said, but both pests move en masse, potentially inflicting
widespread damage to new growth in late summer and early fall.

The alert states that several pesticide products are labeled for
armyworm control, and that insecticides are most effective when
applied while larvae are small.

The armyworm, like the cutworm, also inflict damage sporadically.
The last time an armyworm outbreak occurred in the Willamette
Valley was 2004-2006. In that outbreak, the pest also was found in
Southwest Oregon near Myrtle Point, and damaged grass pasture
and corn in that area, according to Dreves.

“There is little benefit to spraying when the (larval) pest is full
grown,” the alert states. “We recommend spraying at night, and
rotating chemistries if more than one application is needed.”

In grass seed crops, the pest damages new growth by feeding on
leaves and stems, leaving notched leaves and jagged leaf edges.
Armyworms, like cutworms, also can cause extensive defoliation
over broad areas.
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The alert advises growers to scout for the pest in and around
crowns where birds are feeding and to dig around in the thatch of
a plant and at its base. The pest feeds at night and curls into a C
shape in the day in areas where it can avoid daylight.
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Fall Weed Control Critical
For grass seed growers, getting their new production cycle off to a
good start can be critical. One way to help ensure this occurs is to
control weedy grass species and volunteer grasses in the fall.
Oregon State University Extension Weed Control Specialist Andy
Hulting breaks down fall weed control into two general areas: fall
planting of new stands with carbon seeding and weed control in
established grass seed crops.
In his upcoming column in Oregon Seed Magazine, Hulting notes
that good seed bed preparation and timely planting is a critical
component of controlling weeds in new stands with a carbonseeding management formula.
“Typically, depending on the weather, October 15 is the cutoff date
for a timely carbon seeding planting,” he said.
Hulting recommends an at-planting application of a diuron-Kerb
tankmix to control volunteer wheat and diuron-resistant grasses,
among other grass weed species.
For post-emergence weed control, Hulting said growers can follow
that application with any of a number of strategies to control
annual bluegrass, roughstalk bluegrass and bromes that emerge
in the seeded row or that are not controlled by the diuron-Kerb
tankmix.

the first substantial rainfall provides good initial control, followed
by an application with Outlook about one month later.
See the next Oregon Seed Magazine for Hulting’s column on fall
weed control. You also can hear Hulting present on the topic at
the upcoming OSU Extension Seed Crop and Cereal Production
meetings, held September 22 in Salem and Albany, and September
23 in Forest Grove (Download a pdf of the program).

For controlling grass weeds in established crops, Hulting noted in
his column that an application of Axiom seven to ten days after

OSU Restarts Search for Marion County Agent
Oregon State University’s College of Agricultural Sciences has
gone back to the drawing board and restarted a search for a new
Marion County field crops Extension agent after failing to land its
top candidate.

the College of Agricultural Sciences administrators agree to fill
the position, with the agreement that twenty-five percent of the
position would be paid by the new Marion County Extension
Service District. The District was formed after voters approved it
in the May 2015 ballot.

Derek Godwin, West Central Regional administrator for the OSU
Extension Service, said in August that the college was pulling
together a new search committee and expected to announce the
position this fall. He estimated the earliest the college could have
a successful candidate on board is January of 2017.

“The college finally had enough money to move on filling the
position in the summer of 2015, which is when we got the approval
to move forward on it and started the process,” Godwin said.
The initial search drew an international pool of candidates, Godwin
said, but only one that the search committee felt confident in.

“I would like to have it be sooner,” Godwin said, “but by the time
we go through the whole process, we will hope to have someone
in January.”

“The other folks that we interviewed, we didn’t feel like they were
a good fit for the position,” Godwin said.

Filling the vacant OSU Extension Marion County field crops
position has been a high priority since former field crops Extension
agent Tom Silberstein left Marion County for Klamath County in
2013, Godwin said. Not until the summer of 2015, however, did

The top candidate turned down the offer in June in favor of a
position in plant pathology with OSU at the Columbia Basin
Agricultural Research Center in Pendleton.
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Oregon Seed PAC; Join “I Farm, I Vote” Campaign
By Roger Beyer, Executive Director of the Oregon Seed Council

On November 8, we have a very important election for our state
and our industry, and seed growers and other farmers, ranchers
and foresters need to be involved.

JOIN THE “I FARM, I VOTE” CAMPAIGN!

We need people in the natural resources industries to vote, donate
money to the campaigns of candidates that will support their
positions and donate money to Oregon Seed PAC. Please use this
link to make a donation: oregonseedpac.com/

Help spread the word that
farmers and ranchers will
be out in force and voting
this November!

We have a unique opportunity this year. We have a governor’s race
with an unelected, appointed governor who doesn’t seem to be
very popular at this time. And we have multiple open seats in the
Senate and the House that are being hotly contested. This is an
opportunity to change the course of state government, and it is an
opportunity that might not come along again for decades.

Rural communities are
standing together in
support of candidates and
ballot measures that are good for Oregon agriculture
and forestry - and in opposition to those that aren’t.
How to join the #iFarmiVoteOR campaign:

Also in November, Oregon voters will be casting ballots to determine
if the biggest tax increase in Oregon’s history passes. Measure 97,
state officials believe, will generate $3 billion per year in new state
tax revenue, with large corporations charged a gross receipts tax.
Most believe the tax hit will be passed onto consumers, making it,
essentially, a sales tax on nearly all goods and services.

1. Download a PDF of the #iFarmiVoteOR, sign
and print it out (oregonfb.org/ifarmivote)
2. Take a photo of yourself/your family/your
friends/your coworkers outside on the farm or
ranch holding the sign.

The Oregon Seed Council and other farm, ranch and forestry
organizations strongly oppose this measure and urge you to do
the same. If you would like to get involved in the campaign against
the measure, please us the attached form below to contact the
campaign.

3. Post it to social media with the hashtag:
#iFarmiVoteOR
4. Become a fan of the “I Farm, I Vote” Facebook page (www.facebook.com/iFarmiVoteOregon)
5. Get your friends and family to do the same!

The Oregon Farm Bureau and Oregonians for Food and Shelter are
initiating a new approach to get members involved and voting.
The initiative includes the tagline, “I Farm, I Vote.” Here is the
information on how to get involved with that campaign.

Help spread the word!

Get Involved in the
NO ON MEASURE 97 CAMPAIGN
Click HERE to download a form to choose
items that you would like to receive from the
campaign for your communication efforts.
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Unusual Results in Valley Wheat Trials
The 2016 Willamette Valley wheat trials yielded some stark
differences in varietal performance between the South and North
Valley with later maturing varieties excelling in the North Valley
and early maturing varieties performing well in the South Valley.
“Generally they track in line,” Oregon State University Extension
Cereals Specialist Mike Flowers said. “What does good in the
south, does good in the north. But there was a clear difference this
year.”
Flowers noted that the later maturing varieties Kaseburg, Rosalyn
and Bobtail did well in the North Valley, while the early maturing
Lima Grain varieties LCS Biancor, LCS Drive and LCS Art Deco did
well in the South Valley.

“In general, I think people in the South Valley can say the earlier
the better for them,” he said. “And if you look at the North Valley
data, everything that is early is at the bottom. It just wasn’t able to
take advantage of that late-season moisture like the later stuff.”

The trial sites were near Banks in the north and near Harrisburg
in the south.
Flowers said he believes the difference can be attributed to the fact
that late-maturing varieties were able to take advantage of lateseason moisture in the North Valley, giving them a boost over the
early maturing varieties.

Flowers will be providing a presentation on the trials at the OSU
Extension Seed Crop and Cereal Production meetings, September
22 and 23.
Two meetings are scheduled Thursday, September 22: the first
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at Roth’s Hospitality Center in West Salem;
the second from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Linn County Fair and
Expo Center in Albany. The third meeting is being held September
23 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the Forest Grove Elks Lodge.

“Also, in the North Valley, you have some no-till, but a lot of it is still
conventional. In the South Valley, a lot of guys are planting later
and you see more no-till, so they are looking for early maturing
varieties,” Flowers said.

OSU Production Meetings Set for September 22 &23
Birte Boelt, Seed Science Research
Leader at Aarhus University in
Denmark, is the featured speaker at
the upcoming Oregon State University
Extension Seed Crop and Cereal
Production meetings.

Also on the schedule for the three meetings:

Three meeting are scheduled, with two
being held on Thursday, September
Birte Boelt
22: the first from 8:30 a.m. to noon at
Roth’s Hospitality Center, 1130 Wallace Road in West Salem;
the second, from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Linn County Fair
and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road in Albany. The third
meeting is being held September 23 from 8:30 a.m. to noon
at the Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 2810 Pacific Avenue, Forest
Grove.

• OSU’s new Slug Researcher Rory McDonnell will introduce
the “New Slug Research Program at OSU”; and

• OSU Weeds Specialist Andy Hulting will speak on “Fall Weed
Management Recommendations for Grass Seed Crops”;
• OSU Entomologist Amy Dreves will speak on “Armyworms
and Cutworms: Monitoring and Managing”;

• OSU Cereals Specialist Mike Flowers will provide a
presentation on “Winter Wheat Variety Selection and Fall
Management Recommendations.”
• Three Oregon Department of Agriculture Pesticide
Recertification Credits will be available to those who attend.
OSU Extension agents Nicole Anderson and Clare Sullivan
suggest people call with questions. Anderson can be reached at
503-553-9922; Sullivan can be reached at 541-602-2009.

Boelt will speak on “Advancements in European Grass and Legume
Seed Production in a Restrictive Regulatory Environment.”

A copy of the program flyer can be downloaded here.
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Grass Seed in the Spotlight in TV Ads
The environmental and economic benefits of Oregon grass seed
production is spotlighted in television commercials running on
Portland and Eugene stations between now and April 30.
Backed in part by a USDA grant, the ads are part of the Celebrate
Oregon Agriculture program launched by the Oregon Department
of Agriculture in 2010.
The 30-second spots feature multi-generational family grass seed
farmers, and speak to the environmental and economic benefits
grass seed production provides Oregonians, while highlighting the
sustainable nature of the industry.
“The reason the Seed Council did this is we have been hearing from
growers about the need to tell the grass seed story to Oregonians,”
said OSC Executive Director Roger Beyer. “So in looking for ways
to do that, I came upon this.

The Rue Family featured on Oregon Seed Council TV advertisement.

“It seems like the most realistic way for the Seed Council, within
our budget, to tell our story,” Beyer said.

Boardman that highlights sustainable agriculture, Whole Foods
Market and ODA.

The ads include a fifteen-second spot featuring ODA Director Katy
Coba talking about the benefits of agriculture to the state, and a
fifteen-second spot highlighting Oregon grass seed.

The Eugene CBS affiliate KVAL and the Portland ABC affiliate
KATU are running the spots. As part of the package, grass seed
production also will be the focus of two segments on the morning
television show AM Northwest.

The Seed Council is one of four partners for the 2016 campaign.
Also involved are the SAGE Center, an interactive visitor center in

The ODA projects the ads will reach more than one million adults.

Comment Period Closing on Sick-Time Rule Changes
In a notice sent out September 9, the Oregon Farm Bureau
encouraged farmers to comment on proposed changes to Oregon’s
sick-time rules.

“This narrow interpretation of the law will burden small and midsized farm families,” OFB states.
OFB also asks producers to oppose the proposed piece-rate-pay
calculation. The Farm Bureau notes that the Bureau of Labor and
Industries departed from early interpretations of the legislation
that enacted the sick-time law, Senate Bill 454, by requiring farmers
to average employees’ earning over a pay period to calculate the
regular rate of pay for piece-rate employees.

The notice asks growers and other producers to support “temporary
location language.” The support is a “necessary fix” that will help
farmers who have temporary farm stands in Portland, according
to the Farm Bureau’s notice.
Under the law, employers with six or more employees in the
Portland area are required to provide 40 hours per year of paid sick
time, while in the rest of the state, the threshold is ten or more
employees.

The notice states: “OFB asks BOLI to adhere to legislative intent
and redraft this provision in according with the language in SB
454.”

OFB also asks growers to oppose changes to the employee count.
In the proposed rules, the state’s Bureau of Labor and Industries
is determining only family members working under a sole
proprietorship as being exempt from the employee count, not
those of C-Corps, S-Corps or LLCs.

The OFB provided a link for producers to send in comments. To
access it, go to the Farm Bureau’s website at www.oregonfb.org
and click on the advocacy tab.
Deadline to comment is September 26.
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2016 Research and Regulatory Report Available
The Oregon Seed Council’s 2016 Research and Regulatory Report,
which is now available, includes information on field trial results of
studies evaluating Fierce and Alion herbicides, fungicides for stem
rust control, as well as status updates on specific materials the
Council is working on in the research and registration processes.

tall fescue and fine fescue were able to
tolerate the early post-emergence and
early February applications at the higher
rate with acceptable crop safety.
“Alion needs to be activated in the soil
with adequate precipitation or irrigation
in order to achieve acceptable preemergent weed control,” he wrote.

In the report, the Council’s Research and Regulatory Coordinator
Steve Salisbury wrote that last year’s fall herbicide trials were
challenged by the extended dry and warm fall in 2015. “This lack of
necessary fall rainfall had a significant impact on both the health
and vigor of the grass seed crops as well as the performance of soil
applied herbicides,” he wrote.

Steve Salisbury
In the report’s section on rust control,
Salisbury wrote that TrivaPro, Prosaro
and Propulse all demonstrated the best control of rust in both the
longevity and sequential trials. “All three appear to have the ability
to control rust infection for a longer period of time, which may
lead to longer intervals between fungicide applications,” he wrote.

Still, he noted, last year’s trials did provide some indication as to
what possible results would be expected under these conditions.
The report notes that despite these conditions, Fierce
(pyroxasulfone + flumioxazin) performed well, and when applied
as a pre- or early post-emergence application, resulted in
acceptable crop injury levels.

In the section on registration updates, Salisbury wrote that the
submission to the EPA to establish tolerances for grasses for Fierce
has been delayed. “As for now, we are hopeful that the request will
be made next spring 2017,” he wrote.

He also wrote that Fierce can be fall-applied to spring-planted
tall fescue with a minimum of eight tillers without unacceptable
impact on crop safety. “This use pattern on spring-planted crops
would be a real benefit to producers, and Valent, the potential
registrant, is supportive of this use,” he wrote

As for Alion, Salisbury wrote that Bayer Crop Science is doing the
residue research to establish tolerances for grass, but that the
industry is still a few years away from seeing Alion registered and
labeled for grasses grown for seed.

Where Fierce was applied in the winter months in sequence with a
fall applied herbicide, elevated levels of crop injury resulted, and,
in some cases, the injury was unacceptable.

Regarding fungicides, he wrote that TrivaPro, Prosaro and Propulse
all are moving through the registration process.
For the complete report, you can contact Salisbury at Steve@
pacificagresources.com or go to the Oregon Seed Council website
at www.oregonseedcouncil.org/info/ and click on the link to the
report.

In the report, Salisbury wrote that Alion (indaziflam) trials
indicated that applications at lower rates applied at preemergence or early post-emergence timings to established grasses
appears to result in acceptable crop safety. However, Alion applied
at higher rates on perennial ryegrass as an early post-emergence
or in early February results in unacceptable crop injury, while both

An executive summary of the report also will be featured in Steve’s
column in the Fall Issue of Oregon Seed Magazine, which will be
mailed in early October.

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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Serving the Seed Industry Through Education
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The largest gathering of seed growers in Oregon

For more information visit:
PROGRAM SPONSOR:
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TODAY!
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