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Good News, Bad News and Noteworthy Outcomes in Election
Several noteworthy developments resulted from the November 8
General Election, including a presidential race that left pollsters
scrambling for answers as to how their predictions went so wrong.
The historic upset win by the Republican candidate, PresidentElect Donald Trump, coupled with the Republicans maintaining
control in the U.S. Senate and House, marks the first time since
1928 when a Republican president will have a Republican Congress
to work with in his first term.
“That, in itself, is pretty monumental,” said Roger Beyer, executive
director of the Oregon Seed Council.
Beyer said the federal election results should have a positive effect
on the seed industry.
“Trump has said he will streamline regulations, lower tax rates and
try to get a better energy policy. All of that should help the seed
industry,” Beyer said.

Among races Republican leaders were watching closely on
Tuesday: In Senate District 5, the incumbent Arnie Roblan, D-Coos
Bay, defeated Republican challenger Dick Anderson by less than
one-half a point, 48.23 percent to 47.75 percent; In House District
51, Democrat Janelle Bynum narrowly defeated Republican Lori
Chavez-DeRemer, 50 percent to 49 percent; In Senate District
3, Republicans scored a narrow win when Alan DeBoer defeated
Tonia Moro, again by a count of 50 percent to 49 percent.

“Labor supply is a huge issue for all of agriculture, and it will be
interesting to see what happens with that,” Beyer added. “With
a united Congress and President, maybe they will make some
meaningful reform that will bring together a workable immigration
policy for agriculture.
“If they do this right, and bring in a real guest worker program,
so farmers who don’t need employees all the time, can get them
when they need them; that will be extremely beneficial for all of
agriculture,” Beyer said.

The result was that Democrats held their 35-25 control of the
House and lost one seat, but maintained control of the Senate by
a 17-13 count.

Dropping down to the state level, Beyer described the election
results as “more of the same” as Democrats maintained their holds
of the state House and Senate and Democratic Governor Kate
Brown was elected to a two-year term in a race that ended just as
the polls predicted.
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Good News, Bad News, and Noteworthy Outcomes in Election continued
“Obviously Measure 97 going down was a huge win for the seed
industry,” Beyer said. “But how the majority party now is going
to try to make up that $1.3 billion that they say they are short on
continuing services is going to be interesting, especially without
them getting a super majority. They are going to have to talk to
Republicans, and if they want to raise taxes, they are going to have
to get help.”

One result that was rare, if not surprising, was Republican Dennis
Richardson breaking the Democrats’ hold on state offices by
claiming a win in the race for Oregon Secretary of State. It marked
the first time since 2002, when former U.S. Senator Gordon
Smith won his last Senate race, that a Republican was elected to a
statewide office in Oregon.
Beyer said Richardson’s win likely won’t have much of an effect on
the seed industry, given that the Secretary of State doesn’t work
much with policy.

All state tax increases require a three-fifths majority in the House
and Senate. Democrats are one seat short of that majority in both
chambers.

As for statewide measures, the one on most everybody’s radar
was Measure 97, which, if passed, would have been the largest tax
increase in Oregon history. Oregon voters handily defeated the
measure, 59 percent to 40 percent.

Beyer also said that the Democrats’ large majorities in both
chambers could lead to some challenging labor and business
regulation proposals in the 2017 Legislative Session.

Among Wettest Ever, October Douses Some Plans
50s, and when you’re talking 58
degrees the first of November,
that is pretty good. So grass or
whatever crop you are planting
is still going to grow and sprout
pretty quickly.

October’s near record rainfall put a crimp in planting plans,
leaving many Willamette Valley grass seed farmers scrambling to
get seed planted in early November before temperatures cooled.
“There are guys that got it all done before all the rain, and there
are guys that are trying to figure out what in the world they are
going to do,” said Oregon Seed Council Research and Regulatory
Coordinator Steve Salisbury.

“The other side of that point,”
he said, “is the slugs are still
going bananas, and trying to
stay ahead of that is causing
some heartburn.”

“There are a lot of acres that still are not planted,” he said on
November 8. “It has been challenging to say the least.”
According to the National Weather Service, last month was either
the second or third wettest October on record, depending on the
city. In Salem, which recorded just under 11 inches, only in 1947,
when 11.17 inches fell in October, was there a wetter October.

Another silver lining, according
to Salisbury, has to do with
soil-applied herbicides.

In Eugene, where rainfall reached nearly 10 inches, last month was
the third wettest October on record.

“Unlike last fall, the soil-applied herbicides are working like
champions because we got so much moisture,” he said.

In Portland, which had just over 8.30 inches of rainfall, last month
was the second wettest, behind only the 8.41 inches of rainfall
recorded in 1994.

Going forward, Salisbury said it could be challenging for growers to
get good stands before cold temperatures halt plant development.
“Obviously, in my opinion, we are up against it,” he said on
November 8. “We are going to lose temperature here at some
point, and when we lose it, it is going to be gone.”

Another telling statistic is the number of days of measurable rain.
Portland had 28 such days, eclipsing the previous record of 23,
set in 1947 and 1950. Salem had 27 days of measurable rain and
Eugene had 25 days, both records.

As for going forward, Salisbury said, “If guys are still planting,
they need to keep a close eye on slugs and what have you, and
do everything they can to start with a clean seed bed and protect
their crop as best they can, and hope the temperature hangs
on long enough that the grasses can take off and get up above
everything.”

The result? Not much field work got done last month.
Still, as the calendar turned to mid-November, Salisbury said there
was a silver lining.
“The silver lining is everything has stayed pretty warm,” he said.
“The soil temperatures the first of November were still in the upper
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Oregon Growers to Get Taste of New Zealand
In the summer of 2015, grass seed farmer Jon Iverson, of Iverson
Family Farms, helped arrange farm stays in Oregon for a group of
young farmers from New Zealand.
Later that year, at the Oregon Seed Grower League’s annual
meeting, Iverson approached Oregon State University Extension
Agent Nicole Anderson with the idea of getting together a group of
young Oregon grass seed farmers to visit New Zealand.
“I talked to Nicole and said, ‘Hey, we should be doing something
like that, where we are sending young farmers to other seed
growing areas, and see what we can learn from the other areas,’”
Iverson said. “We tend to look internally, and there is a lot of stuff
we can learn externally.
“She said she has been wanting to do something too, because she’s
been hosting a lot of internationals and has never had the chance
to have them return the favor,” Iverson said.
That exchange last December has resulted in an excursion
involving a group of young Oregon farmers and fieldmen traveling
to New Zealand next month for a nine-day trip involving farm
stays and educational sessions.
The excursion will involve a three-day farm stay, a visit to a
seed cleaner, several farm visits, exchanges with Extension-type
agronomists, a look at New Zealand research trials and attending
a field day similar in size to the Hyslop Farm Field Day.

conditions, and also to the species of grass and clovers that are
grown here in the Willamette Valley,” she said.
“It is probably the place in the world that is most similar to Oregon,
in terms of cool-season grass and clover seed production,”
Anderson said.

Young farmers and fieldmen from Marion, Clackamas,
Washington, Polk and Yamhill counties are participating.

Both Anderson and Iverson previously have been to New Zealand:
Anderson went with a group of researchers a few years back, and
Iverson spent three and a half months while a senior in college
working for a farmer in the Methven area, or central Canterbury
Plains.

The timing, Dec. 4-13, couldn’t be better, Anderson said, given
that it is a high-intensity management time for New Zealand grass
seed farms.
“Some of the early species, like orchardgrass and tall fescue, will
be starting to flower,” Anderson said, “and they will be applying
plant growth regulators and fungicides at that time of year.”

“When I was down there, I didn’t know enough about farming here
to compare the two production systems,” Iverson said. “I knew
general practices, but I didn’t know how many units of fertilizer
we are putting on our grass and other particulars like that. Now I
know those numbers, and I can go down there and say, ‘Why are
they doing it that way?’”

While New Zealand grass seed production primarily involves
forage seed, there are striking similarities to the Willamette Valley,
Anderson said.
“The Canterbury Plains in New Zealand, where most of their seed
is produced, is about as close as you are going to get to our climate

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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Hulting to Unveil Research Findings at Seed League
At the Oregon Seed Growers League Annual Meeting in December,
Oregon State University Extension Weed Management Specialist
Andy Hulting will provide growers a glimpse of what to expect in
terms of crop rotation intervals when Fierce and Alion herbicides
are registered for use in grasses grown for seed.

“It should be okay with wheat (on a
one-year interval),” Hulting said, “but it
might be marginal on a new grass seed
stand or with some of the broadleaf
crops.”

For the past three years, Hulting has been researching crop injury
under different crop rotation scenarios to help Bayer CropScience,
maker of Alion, and Valent U.S.A. Corporation, maker of Fierce, set
reasonable crop rotation intervals.

Hulting also plans to unveil research data
showing how long the interval can be
between applying fall herbicides before
rain kicks in for growers to still obtain
decent herbicide performance.

Currently, the crop rotation interval proposed for pyroxasulfone
(one component of Fierce herbicide) on grasses grown for seed is
eighteen months. Hulting, however, is finding that it may be safe
to come back with a rotation eight months after a pyroxasulfone
application and not suffer crop injury.

Andy Hulting

He said researchers looked at durations of ten days between an
application and the first fall rainfall, and thirty days, and assessed
sprout and annual bluegrass control with typical fall-applied preemergence products in established tall fescue.
“It looks like if you make an application within about ten days of a
rainfall, then that is when we see our best control. Less is better,”
he added. “Three is better than ten, but ten is still okay. If you go
longer than ten days, then your control starts to drop off.”

“Our data would indicate that it is much less than eighteen months,
something like eight or nine under Western Oregon production
and environmental conditions,” Hulting said.
Hulting has looked at intervals as short as three months and as
long as a year for Fierce. “We see injury when we come back in
three months,” he said, “but see less over time. Eight months is
looking safe.

Also at the meeting Steve Salisbury, research and regulatory
coordinator for the Oregon Seed Council, will provide a chemical
registration update on Fierce, Alion and other crop protection
products in grasses grown for seed.

“We don’t have as much data on Alion yet,” Hulting added, “but
it looks like that is going to have longer soil residuals than Fierce
at the application rates we are testing in grasses grown for seed.”

The annual meeting will take place Dec. 12-13 at the Salem
Convention Center.

In rotating to crops other than wheat, research is showing growers
may have to wait more than a year after an Alion application to
avoid risk of crop injury.

Click Here for a pdf of the 2016 Progam.
Click Here to Register Online.

Texas A&M Economist, Port Director on Seed League Program
The program of the 2016 annual meeting of the Oregon Seed
Growers League, being held December 12 and 13 at the Salem
Convention Center, features several highlights.

Also available at the meeting is a two-hour Core Pesticide Block
sponsored by CPS being held 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. on December 12.
Interested parties must preregister to attend that session.

On December 12, at 9 a.m., Oregon State University’s new slug
researcher, Rory McDonnell, will provide participants a look into
his research. That will be followed by a presentation by Shelly
Boshart Davis of BOSSCO Trading on the Port of Portland and
straw export issues.

On December 13, beginning at 9 a.m., Texas A&M economist Danny
Klinefelter will provide an insight into the national economic
outlook and what it means to U.S. agricultural producers.
Just prior to that, beginning at 8:30 a.m., Mike Baker of Pennington
Seeds will provide participants a report on domestic and
international market conditions for grass seed.

After a break, Port of Portland Executive Director Bill Wyatt
will provide a presentation titled, “Oregon’s Gateway to Global
Markets; a Vision for the Future.”

The late-morning session that day includes a legislative update
from Katie Fast of Oregonians for Food and Shelter, and a panel
discussion on how to talk with legislators.

Presentations on Oregon’s new labor laws and on “Examining the
Risks and Implementing Solutions for Ag Employers” are part of
the afternoon session that day.

Fast’s report should help producers understand how the November
8 General Election affected the make-up of the Legislature.
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CALENDAR
November 17

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

December 12 & 13 Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Conference Center, Salem. Visit seedleague.org for more information.
January 12 & 13

Mint Growers Annual Meeting, Salishan Lodge, 7760 Highway 101 North, Gleneden Beach

January 19

Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
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