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This spring has certainly posed some interesting challenges for 
getting spring fertilizer applications made on grass seed crops.  This 
year the 200 growing degree day (GDD) requirement needed for 
most grass seed crops to start using nitrogen (N) occurred about 
10 days later than average, according to the Hyslop Farm Weather 
Station. As of the printing of this article we have accumulated 
approximately 250 GDDs in the Willamette Valley. While the steady 
rain and cool temperatures have made for a painful start to “spring,” 
the slow accumulation of GDDs has played to our benefit.  I would 
be much more concerned about our crop nutrient needs if we 
were seeing days in the mid-50s or 60s right now and biomass 
accumulation was evident.  In an average year, tall fescue begins 
rapid accumulation of N around the third week of March; perennial 
ryegrass is about 10 days later.  Because of our cool temperatures 
throughout late February and early March, I expect the beginning 
of rapid accumulation will be delayed by a couple weeks this year.  
While we are going to need to get fertilizer applied at some point in 
the near future, I am confident that soil available N will carry us for 
a little while longer in the fields where growers have not yet been 
able to fertilize. 

Here are a few helpful reminders as you plan for spring fertilizer 
needs on grass seed crops: 

Total N. The most important point is getting a sufficient amount 
of N on the field when it’s needed by the crop.  This is more 
important than the form of N you use, whether you use a single 
vs. split application, or what coating or treatment is used. 

N from soil. We still do not have a soil test to help predict precise 
N requirements. We do know that soil provides 50 to 100 lbs N/
acre depending on soil type and age of stand. Poorly drained soils 
with high organic matter show less of a yield increase from higher 
N rates than well drained soils with low organic matter. Consider 
slightly lower N rates on soils with high organic matter. 

N from spring fertilizer. N recommendations are in addition to 
the nitrogen supplied by the soil. 

•	 Perennial	 Ryegrass	 –	 120-160 lbs N/acre. If fall N was not 
applied, you will want to be on the high end of this range. Rates 
at and above 180 lbs N/acre contribute to stand decline or “die-
out” and can exacerbate lodging. 

•	 Tall	 Fescue	 –	 100-140 lbs N/
acre. Tall fescue has a more 
variable response to spring 
applied N than ryegrass species. 
In on-farm trials across the 
Valley, N rates below 135 lbs/
acres produced the top seed 
yield in over 50% of the trials. 
Less than 25% of the sites 
showed an economic response 
to rates above 150 lbs N/acre. 

Split vs. Single Applications. When it comes to seed yield, there 
is no advantage of split over a single well-timed and uniform 
application. However, splitting an application (especially in a 
year like 2017) has some practical benefits. If you are concerned 
about the amount of rain accumulating or are on a slope where 
surface runoff occurs, then putting some fertilizer on early to 
get the crop started and waiting for dryer conditions to finish up 
makes perfect sense. Splitting an application may also help you 
cover more acres in a limited amount of time between rain events. 

Potassium	and	Sulfur – When preparing for spring N applications, 
do not forget about other nutrients, especially K and S.  If soil test 
K levels are below 150 ppm, consult OSU nutrient management 
guides to determine how much K is needed. Be aware that K 
can stratify in established grass stands when straw is chopped 
back, however, surface K is available to the grass plants. OSU 
recommends applying 15-25 lbs S/acre annually to all grass seed 
and wheat crops as a standard practice. 
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With February being the wettest February on record in the 
Willamette Valley, March 1 turned out to be one of the best days in 
a month to get in some farm work.

But Jon Iverson, of Iverson Family Farms in Woodburn, and about 
one hundred other farmers, ranchers and foresters took time off 
from farm work that day to drive to the Oregon Capitol, pack two 
hearing rooms and show their opposition to a bill that could have 
had devastating effects on the natural resource industries.

“The impact that bill would have had was so dangerous, well, you 
kind of had to be there,” Iverson said.

Iverson was among about 30 farmers, ranchers and foresters to 
testify before the House Revenue Committee in opposition to 
House Bill 2859, which would have removed Oregon’s special farm 
assessment and personal property tax exemption for farmers.

In his testimony, Iverson told committee members that, according 
to the USDA, farm income is projected to decline nine percent this 
year, which will mark the fourth consecutive year of a downward 
trend viewed as the worst since the Great Depression.

He further stated that wheat prices are the same now as they were 
in the 1970s, when input costs were a fraction of what they are 
now. “And that is not adjusting for inflation,” Iverson said.

The result of Iverson’s testimony, along with that of others, and the 
strong show of support of farmers who attended but did not testify 
was a farm-policy success story the likes of which has rarely been 
so immediate in Salem.

At one point in the hearing, the Oregon Farm Bureau reported that 
the House Revenue Committee Chair Phil Barnhart, D-Eugene, 
actually said to the natural resource industry supporters in 
attendance, “You win.”

Shelly Boshart Davis, on her blog, “Daughter of a Trucker,” that 
same day posted, “Bad Bill Crushed: HB 2859, a Win for Farmers, 
Ranchers and Foresters.”

She added, “Irony would have it that we just finished the wettest 
month on record in February and then today, March 1, was 

beautiful and sunny. Guaranteed had it been rainy, we would have 
had twice that many at the hearing.”

Iverson said he couldn’t remember a time he testified for or 
against a bill where his side succeeded, but when he saw the show 
of support against HB 2859, he was feeling pretty confident.

“It made me feel a lot better when I saw that we packed those 
rooms that we may be able to kill this,” he said. “To have that kind 
of presence was very encouraging.”

Iverson said he learned of the hearing through email alerts sent out 
by the Oregon Seed Council, Oregon Farm Bureau and Oregonians 
for Food and Shelter.

“I think we should give credit to Roger Beyer (executive director 
of OSC), Jenny Dressler (director of state public policy for OFB) 
and Katie Fast (executive director of OFS),” he said. “Without their 
alerts, I wouldn’t have known this was coming.”

Beyer said he believes the farmer opposition played a critical role 
in the bill’s undoing.

“Public opinion polls show that people believe farmers, and I think 
this outcome verifies that research,” Beyer said. “The farmers who 
took the time to come to town for this hearing, along with those 
who called or wrote, deserve all the credit for this success.”

Farmers Rally Behind Killing ‘Bad Bill’

Oregon Seed eUpdate

 
CALENDAR
 March 22 Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s West Salem, 1130 Wallace Rd NW, Salem

 March 28 Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany 

 April 11 Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St NE, Albany

 April 14 Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 10:00 a.m., White Buffalo Bistro, 4040 Westcliff Drive, Hood River

 April 20 Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St NE, Albany

 April 25 Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany 
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Western Oregon

Cool temperatures and rain continue to delay the wheat crop. 
However, growers should scout their fields as temperatures warm 
and spring growth starts. Growers should be prepared to treat 
fields for stripe rust as necessary. Tank mixing a fungicide with 
your spring herbicide application is a very effective way to control 
early season stripe rust.

Septoria may have also been influenced by delayed wheat 
planting. Most wheat was planted after the fall rains and may 
have avoided much of the fall Septoria infection. Spring Septoria 
infections are expected. Growers should scout their fields and be 
prepared to treat for Septoria. The most effective Septoria control 
is a fungicide application at flag-leaf emergence. Earlier fungicide 
applications are not recommended for Septoria control. 

Eastern Oregon

Eastern Oregon has started its thaw from a cold and snowy winter. 
This is a good time to start checking fields.

Winter wheat may be showing symptoms of winter injury and/or 
snow mold. Winter injury symptoms may be mild (yellow foliage) 
to severe (dead plants). Typical snow mold symptoms (white or 
pink mycelial growth) may also be present given the extended 
snow cover this winter.

Many varieties grown in Oregon have low to moderate winter-
hardiness, and very few, if any, have resistance to snow mold. If 
either of these is suspected, growers are encouraged to dig up 
several plants and take them inside to a warm environment. If the 
plants start to regrow and recover, they are not dead and the field 
will likely recover with warmer temperatures (snow mold does 
not always kill impacted plants). If severe injury or death occurs, 
growers may take out the field and replant to spring wheat or 
another spring crop, or sweeten fields by planting spring wheat in 
impacted areas.

Stripe rust was detected in Eastern Oregon last fall and given the 
snow cover, it is likely that it survived the winter. Growers are 
encouraged to scout their fields and tank mix a fungicide with 

their spring herbicide if stripe rust is present in their field and/or 
they are growing a highly susceptible variety (Mary, SY Ovation, 
ORCF-102 are examples). In addition, stripe rust was found on 
two varieties (Norwest Duet and Skiles) that have typically shown 
excellent stripe rust resistance. We expect these varieties to recover 
as their High Temperature Adult Plant (HTAP) resistance increases 
with warmer temperatures.

Early symptoms of soil-borne wheat mosaic virus (SBWMV) have 
been found near the Walla Walla Valley. SBWMV infected plants 
display a general chlorotic mosaic and irregular mottling on leaf 
tissue. Contact Christina Hagerty if you suspect SBWMV; samples 
can be routed to a plant clinic for analysis. There is no cure for 
SBWMV, but identification can help inform resistant variety 
selection for fields identified with SBWMV.

Growers should also be aware that conditions are favorable for 
several other wheat diseases. These include strawbreaker foot rot, 
Cephalosporium stripe and barley yellow dwarf virus. Growers 
should be on the lookout for symptoms of these diseases as 
they scout their fields. A fungicide applied with spring herbicide 
will provide some control of strawbreaker foot rot. There are no 
within-season controls available for the other two diseases.

Disease Update for Wheat
By Mike Flowers, Chris Mundt and Christina Hagerty, Oregon State University

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 
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Three years of irrigation 
research shows that applying 
irrigation at flowering to red 
clover generates a significant 
yield increase.

While well below findings from 
research conducted by USDA 
ARS researchers in the 1990s, 
which showed yield increases 
of between 39 and 58 percent, 
the research led by Oregon 
State University Extension 
agent Nicole Anderson did 
show a yield bump.

“In first- and second-year crops, we did see significant yield 
increases, of 13.1 percent, when we averaged all the harvests 
together,” Anderson said.

For white clover, Anderson got a different result.

“We were able to increase the seed weight, but we were not able to 
increase the seed number,” Anderson said. “The total increase was 
about three percent. That is not statistically significant.”

In both the red and white clover, Anderson applied four inches of 
water to the soil profile over the course of several days at flowering 
on the first- and second-year stands.

Anderson added that the researchers saw no interaction between 
the irrigation and plant growth regulators.

Red Clover Responds to Irrigation
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Oregon turf grass seed acres are showing a significant decline from 
2016, continuing a trend that has occurred for several years.

According to the results of the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service Grass Seed Survey released last month, perennial ryegrass 
acres are down fourteen percent, with just 75,000 acres available 
for harvest in 2017, compared with 87,000 acres harvested in 2016. 
And tall fescue turf types are down eight percent, with just 93,000 
acres available for harvest in 2017, compared with 101,000 acres 
harvested in 2016.

Annual ryegrass seed acres remained relatively steady, with 
119,000 acres available for harvest in 2017, compared with 118,000 
acres harvested in 2016.

Tall fescue forage seed acres also were similar between 2016 and 
2017, with 19,000 acres available for harvest in 2017, compared 
with 18,000 acres harvested in 2016. Tall fescue K-31 and other 
acres went from 8,000 in 2016 to 9,000 available for harvest in 2017.

At least some of the drop in turf acres is being attributed to a wet 
fall, which, in some cases, resulted in fields not getting planted. 
Some growers in Washington County also reported that regrowth 
for established grass fields was slowed and some newly planted 
fields froze due to freezing winter weather, according to NASS. 
High pressure from slugs, winter cutworms, geese and mice also 
led to crop damage, NASS reported.

Overall, the acreage figures show a marked decline from as recently 
as three years ago. The 2014 NASS survey showed perennial 
ryegrass acres dropping from 104,790 in 2013 to 99,000 in 2014, 

and tall fescue acres dropping from 138,000 in 2013 to 134,680 in 
2014.

Even annual ryegrass acres, long the most consistent of the top 
three species, were considerably higher three and four years ago, 
as the NASS 2014 survey showed annual acres down from 128,000 
in 2013 to 126,060 in 2014.

Survey response was similar in the 2014 and 2017 surveys, as 
seventy-four percent of those contacted responded to the survey 
in 2017 and seventy-five percent responding in 2014, according to 
NASS.

Grass Seed Acres Continue Decline


