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EPA Rejects Petition to Ban Lorsban
Growers from around the United States had reason to be relieved
when on March 29 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
denied a petition to ban chlorpyrifos from U.S. agriculture.
Perhaps none more so, however, than Oregon grass seed
producers.
In denying the ten-year old petition to revoke all tolerances for
chlorpyrifos, or Lorsban, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said
he sought to remove regulatory uncertainty in the agricultural
sector.
“We need to provide regulatory certainty to the thousands of
American farms that rely on chlorpyrifos, while still protecting
human health and the environment,” Pruitt said in a news
release. “By reversing the previous Administration’s steps to
ban one of the most widely used pesticides in the world, we are
returning to using sound science in decision-making, rather
than predetermined results.”

Several farm groups released statements applauding
the decision, including the National Association of State
Departments of Agriculture. “We commend the EPA for its
decision today that keeps an important insecticide available
for farmers,” said NASDA President Mike Strain, of Louisiana.
“By maintaining the maximum residue limits (MRLs) for
chlorpyrifos, agricultural use of this important tool will
continue, significant disruption of international trade is
avoided and harmonization efforts may continue globally.”

Steve Salisbury, research and regulatory coordinator for the
Oregon Seed Council, said the decision was “very positive for all
of U.S. agriculture. But,” he added, “I think it is even a bigger
deal for grass seed, because, as a minor crop, getting insecticides
registered is extremely difficult. If you lose something like that, it
is going to take a long time to get a replacement product through
the regulatory process, if we even can find one.
“Right now, we don’t know what those replacement options are,”
he said.
The March 29 decision was, in essence, a reversal of a previous EPA
proposal to revoke all food residue tolerances for chlorpyrifos.
In its press release, the EPA stated that the USDA disagreed with
the methodology used by the previous Administration to derive
at its findings that led to the previous proposal, adding, “The
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act Scientific
Advisory Panel also expressed concerns with regard to EPA’s
previous reliance on certain data the Agency had used to support
its proposal to ban the insecticide.”
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Timing Key in Using PGRs in Clover
When it comes to using plant growth regulators in clover, early,
apparently, is much better than late. Oregon State University
Extension agent Nicole Anderson and her colleagues at OSU have
documented seed yield increases of 15 to 20 percent when the
plant growth regulator Palisade is used on red clover crops. But
timing, she said, is critical.

(seed weight) decline is significant if you wait that long,” she said.
White clover showed no yield response to Palisade, Anderson
said, even at higher rates. “You might make more heads, but it
won’t translate to seed yields,” she said, “and you can actually
hurt yourself because of the seed-weight factor.
“My general recommendation is not to consider PGRs on white
clover,” she said.

In fact, applying a PGR too late could decrease yields.
“If you don’t use this material at the correct timing, you can
actually hurt yourself,” Anderson said, adding, “It is a lot easier to
hurt yourself on these clover species than it is on grass.”

Palisade on crimson clover, on the other hand, can boost yields,
particularly in dry years. “I don’t think it is something that every
year you are going to get lucky enough with the weather,” she
said. “But if we have a nice, dry run, I think it is something worth
looking at.”

The problem, she said, is applying a PGR too late, say at bud
emergence, can cause a dramatic drop in seed weight. “We can
still see an increase in the number of heads and an increase in
seed number at that timing,” she said, “but we see a really big
drop in seed weight.”

As for rates and timing, Anderson said research showed best
results occurred when applying Palisade to crimson when plants
are just starting to put on vertical growth. And, she said, when
applying the PGR at that early timing, the research showed no
yield difference between the lower and higher rates. “I don’t think
there is a reason to be going over a pint and a half.

Anderson said she saw no yield response on any of Oregon’s three
major clover species with the plant growth regulator Apogee.
Also, she said, yield response on first-year stands of red clover
was inconsistent compared to second-year stands.

“If you go higher, and if you go later, you may see a bleaching
effect on the heads,” she said. “We don’t think it is actually
hurting the plant, and we’ve run tests that show the seed quality
isn’t effected.”

But yield response on second-year red clover was significant
when using Palisade right around stem elongation, she said, or
at about eight to ten inches of regrowth after flailing or taking off
silage. Once you get beyond fifteen days of regrowth, she said,
yield increases start to decline.

Anderson added that use of PGRs in crimson can be tricky.
“It is not as easy to use this product on crimson as it is on
red, because weather is pretty marginal when we get to stem
elongation in crimson,” she said.

“While it would be convenient to put it in the tank with your
Lorsban or Brigade or whatever insecticide you are using, the
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OSU Creates Slug Portal
Oregon State University’s College of Agricultural Sciences has
created a website where growers and researchers can turn for a
comprehensive source of information on slugs.
Called the Slug Portal, the website includes a compilation of
research done to date on slugs, with sections on, among other
areas, management, slug biology, monitoring techniques and
educational opportunities, including access to webinars and
slides.
The portal’s construction was led by OSU entomologist Amy
Dreves, who worked with graduate students to put it together. The
idea for it came out of a slug summit in Salem in 2015, according
to Steve Salisbury, research and regulatory coordinator with the
Oregon Seed Council.
As Salisbury explains, Dreves gave a presentation at the summit
on several trials on slugs that had been conducted over the years.
“The Seed Council thought it would be helpful to put a bow on
all of this and wrap it up in a nice, neat package where we could
access all of this.
“Between (USDA-ARS and OSU entomologists) Bill Gavin, Glenn
Fisher and Amy Dreves and graduate students, they did a pile
of work on slugs,” Salisbury said. “But I can only think of two
Extension publications out there. In other words, there is a whole
lot of work done, but we didn’t have it in one place.”
Dreves, Salisbury said, wrote a proposal to pull all the information
together.
portal, but, he said, “I think what people will find is there is a lot of
information from Bill Gavin and Glenn Fisher and Amy that may
have fell through the cracks. And, we certainly look forward to the
new knowledge Rory’s research program is discovering.”

The project was funded by the Oregon Seed Council, the USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service and OSU College of
Agricultural Sciences’ Department of Crop and Soil Science.
“The thought was, we would put it all in one place, and, if we
were going to get a slug specialist, which at this point we have
in Rory McDonnell, that would be the hub of information where
everybody worldwide working on slugs could come and share
their information and research, see what we’re doing and we could
continue to build that network and help the community of slug
researchers develop solutions,” Salisbury said.

Also, Salisbury said, “I think a lot of us would benefit from going
back and reading through there and reminding ourselves why we
do things certain ways and don’t do things certain ways for slug
control.”
The portal can be accessed at http://agsci.oregonstate.edu/
slug-portal.

Salisbury said there isn’t necessarily any new information in the
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Lane County Group Advocates for Farms and Forests
A group of Lane County farmers and foresters are using a grassroots approach to advocate for the natural resource sector.
The group, Lane Families for Farms and Forests, was launched in
the spring of 2016 with the hope of showing urban residents the
economic importance of agriculture and forestry, and to educate
the local citizenry on farm and forest practices.
“We formed this group to have a voice in the community and start
telling folks, ‘Hey there are farmers and foresters who still live in
Lane County and who actively work in Lane County; and this is
who we are, and this what we do and why we do it,’” said Marie
Bowers, president of the organization and a grass seed farmer
from Harrisburg.
A further motivation for forming the group came in the form of
ballot measures. Activists in Lane County have three measures
in the works that “would not be healthy for agriculture in Lane
County,” said Jerry Marguth, a grass seed and wheat farmer from
Junction City, who is treasurer of the group.
“We decided we’ve got to do something,” he said. “If we don’t take
our case to the people, nobody is going to advocate for us.”

Shelter, said grass roots work performed by groups like the Lane
organization has increased in importance in recent years.

The three measures include: a “community-rights measure”
that seeks to over-ride the state’s preemption law; a measure to
ban genetically engineered
crops from the county; and
The more we can put a
a measure to ban aerial
face to those farmers and
spraying of herbicides.

“We’ve seen a shift in recent times where the activist community
is moving away from the Legislature, or adding these community
fights at the local level,” Fast said. “So we as an industry have to
shift and add on how we do advocacy by starting on the ground
in our local communities and engaging with folks who don’t
really know what is going on in their communities, in terms of the
practices farmers and foresters use.”

“

foresters, and put them in
front of the local community,
the better off we are.

”

Marie Bowers

The measures are charter
measures, so are ineligible for
appearing on ballots in nonelection years. The earliest
they could appear on a ballot
is May of 2018.

Fast said that a group similar to the Lane group has formed in
Lincoln County, where a ballot measure to ban aerial applications
is on this May’s ballot. And a group in Tillamook County is working
on better ways to promote the natural resource industries on the
local level there.

Lane Families for Farms and Forests has held two events to date,
including a dinner at a local winery featuring locally grown food
and wine, and a meet-and-greet at the Lane County Historical
Museum.

“I think there is a need for people to know farmers and foresters,”
Bowers said. “A lot of time, they just drive down the road and
don’t realize what is happening in the fields, or what is happening
with trees. They just see trees being cut down and they don’t
understand.

A third event is planned for May 18 at Strome-Fisher Farms in
Junction City. As of press deadline, the group had not set a time
for that event.

“The more we can put a face to those farmers and foresters, and
put them in front of the local community, the better off we are,”
Bowers said.

The group invites local citizenry and politicians to its events.
Katie Fast, executive director of Oregonians for Food and
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Growers, Lawmakers Mingle at AgPAC Reception
Grass seed growers and other producers from agriculture and
forestry mingled with legislators and natural resource agency
officials in an AgPAC Reception that Roger Beyer, executive
director of the Oregon Seed Council, called a success, March 21
in Salem.
“I thought it went well,” Beyer said. “I thought it was a good mix of
representatives, senators and agency officials in attendance, and,
as I saw it, the farmers interacted well with legislators.”
Beyer said the purpose of the biennial AgPAC reception is not for
farmers to lobby lawmakers, but to get to know them.
“The purpose of the event is for farmers to get to know legislators
and vice versa,” Beyer said. “And I thought we accomplished that.”
Beyer, an AgPAC board member, estimated that of the one hundred
or so farmers and foresters who attended from around the state,
about ten were grass seed growers.
In all, 150 people participated in the event, including 32 legislators.

CALENDAR
April 11

Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

April 14

Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 10 a.m., White Buffalo Bistro, 4040 Westcliff Dr., Hood River

April 20

Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany

April 25

Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

May 8

Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St., Salem

May 10

Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 7:00 a.m., Roth’s, 1130 Wallace Rd NW., Salem

May 16

Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany

May 18

Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany

May 23

Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany

June 23-24
		

Oregon Seed Association Annual Summer Convention, 3075 N. Business 97, Bend, Oregon.
For more information: www.oregonseed.org
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