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Tax Bill Headed for Vote – Action Requested
The Oregon Senate Finance and Revenue Committee is holding
a vote on May 15 on a bill that could prove costly to Oregon
farmers.

Roger Beyer, executive director of the Oregon Seed Council,
urged seed growers to contact members of the Senate
Finance and Revenue Committee prior to the 8:30 a.m. work
session on May 15 asking them to oppose the bill.
At issue is that the bill will change the requirement for seed
growers and others to qualify for a lower tax rate on business
income. Currently, a business must have one employee for the
owner to quality for the lower rate. Two amendments to Senate
Bill 164 raise that threshold to ten employees in every pay
period.
“I don’t think it is an accident that this employee number is also
the threshold to requiring paid sick leave for employers,” Beyer
said. “If this bill passes, in order for a business owner to quality
for the reduced tax rate on any profit, they would be required to
provide paid sick leave for all employees.”
The lower tax rate now in effect was established as part of what

taxes, but simply changes the requirements to receive a tax

lawmakers termed a “grand bargain” that passed in 2013 that

break.

included PERS reform, reform that mostly has been overturned

“They are really splitting hairs as to what qualifies as a tax

by the courts since then.

increase,” Beyer said. “Anyone who has their tax bill rise due to
this bill, I bet will consider it a tax increase.”

“Seed preemption was part of that bargain, which we have had
to defend every session since that time,” Beyer said. “Now they
are trying to take away the last piece that the private sector got
out of the 2013 deal.”
Members of the Senate Finance and Revenue Committee are
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Riley, D-Hillsboro; and Sen. Kathleen Taylor, D-Milwaukie.
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legislative counsel has determined that the bill does not raise
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Ergot Alert Newsletter Kicks Off Third Year
Oregon State University and the USDA’s Agricultural Research
Service issued its first Ergot Alert Newsletter for 2017 earlier this
month, marking the start of three years of providing grass seed
growers spore counts and other information to help control ergot.
According to the May 9-issued newsletter, researchers are
monitoring seven spore traps in three grass seed production areas:
the Columbia Basin, including Umatilla County in Oregon and
Benton County in Washington; the Grande Ronde Valley in Union
County; and Jefferson County in Central Oregon.
Data from the traps will be used to refine and validate regional
models and inform growers of spore production during the
season, according to the newsletter.
The authors noted that in a predictive model for ergot ascospore
production recently developed for the Columbia Basin, ascospores
are most likely to be present from May 14 to June 6, but spore
production may start as early as May 1 or as late as May 25, and
end as early as May 24 or as late as June 17.

further states that Claviceps purpurea has a wide host range that
includes hundreds of grass seed species. The fungus overwinters
as sclerotia on or near the soil surface.
The disease’s primary inoculum are airborne ascospores, which
are produced in the spring and infect unfertilized flowers. Infected
flowers exude honeydew, which can be dispersed through
splashing, contact or by insects.

The model is designed to help estimate ergot risk potential and
assist growers in making informed decisions on when to treat for
the disease.
The newsletter emphasized that some ascospores are produced
outside of this degree-day period, so growers should watch for
spore trapping updates in future editions of the newsletter.

The newsletter is sponsored by the Washington Turfgrass Seed
Commission, the Oregon Seed Council, the Columbia Basin Grass
Seed Growers, the Jefferson County Seed Growers Association and
the Union County Grass Seed Growers Association.

“It is also important to note that this model was developed using
data collected from the Columbia Basin, so model performance
may vary among the different production regions,” the newsletter
stated.

For more information or to subscribe to the newsletter, growers in
the Columbia Basin can contact Kenneth Frost at 541-567-8321;
Growers in Central Oregon can contact Jeremiah Dung at 541-4757107; and growers in the Grande Ronde Valley can contact Darrin
Walenta at 541-963-1036.

Ergot is a seed replacement disease of grasses caused by fungi in
the genus Claviceps, according to the newsletter. The newsletter

CALENDAR
May 16

Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

May 18

North Valley Field Crop Tour, 2 p.m. Information: 503-553-9922. Click Here to view the agenda.

May 18

Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany

May 24

Hyslop Farm Field Day, 8:30 a.m., Hyslop Research Farm, 3455 N.E. Granger Ave., Corvallis

May 25

Hermiston Ag Research & Extension Center Grass Seed Field Day, 8:30 a.m., HAREC, 2121 South 1st St., Hermiston

June 9

N.E. Oregon Field Day, 9-11 a.m. Information: 541-963-1010

June 21
June 23-24
June 27

41st Annual Union Co. Crops and Conservation Tour, 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Starts at Crop Production Services on Booth Lane, 2.6 miles northeast of Island City on Hwy. 82
Oregon Seed Association Annual Summer Convention, Riverhouse on the Deschutes,
3065 N. Business 97, Bend. Information: www.oregonseed.org
Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, Albany
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Stripe Rust, Septoria, Sharp Eyespot Present in Western Oregon Wheat
Stripe rust, Septoria and sharp eyespot all have been found in
Western Oregon wheat, according to a disease update distributed
May 5 by Oregon State University’s Mike Flowers, Chris Mundt and
Nicole Anderson.
The researchers reported that stripe rust was found on several
susceptible varieties in variety trials in the South Willamette Valley
(near Harrisburg) and in commercial wheat fields in the northern
Willamette Valley, but they had yet to receive reports of the rust in
commercial fields in the South or Mid-Valley.
Current weather conditions are favorable for continued stripe rust
infection and spread, they reported.
As for Septoria, they reported that consistent rain and favorable
conditions was continuing to push Septoria into the upper canopy
of many wheat fields and that variety reactions were similar to past
years. LCS Drive and LCS Biancor were showing good resistance,
while Bobtail continued to show higher levels of resistance to the
disease than other commonly grown varieties.
Sharp eyespot, meanwhile, had been found by the week of May 5
in the vast majority of fields sampled in the South and Mid-Valley,
and the researchers expected to find it in the northern Valley,
where they were sampling the week of May 8.
As for recommendations, the researchers encouraged growers to
scout fields for stripe rust and Septoria and if finding stripe rust to
apply a fungicide as soon as possible (particularly on susceptible
varieties).
blend containing prothioconazole for Septoria and stripe rust
control.

The researchers noted that fields of LCS Drive, LCS Biancor
and Bobtail may not need a fungicide application, as these
varieties continue to show good resistance to both stripe rust
and Septoria.

For fields planted to varieties with intermediate to poor genetic
stripe rust control and high susceptibility to Septoria (such as
SY Ovation) and/or high Septoria pressure on any variety, the
researchers recommended using a strobilurin/SDHI/triazole
blended product for Septoria control.

For fields planted to varieties with good genetic stripe rust
control and low to moderate Septoria levels, such as Bobtail,
the researchers recommended growers use a triazole only for
Septoria control. For fields planted to varieties with intermediate
to poor genetic stripe rust control and light to moderate Septoria,
such as Kaseberg, Goetze, Rosalyn, LCS ArtDeco, the researchers
recommended growers use a strobilurin/triazole blend, a
strobilurin/SDHI/triazole blended product or a triazole only

Growers in western Oregon choosing to use an SDHI fungicide
should include a triazole fungicide to minimize the development
of SDHI-resistant Septoria, the researchers wrote. In addition,
they advised growers to limit applications of SDHI fungicides to
one per year.

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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Several Herbicides Showing Promise in Clover
Oregon State University Extension Weed Management Specialist
Andy Hulting told participants at the Oregon Clover Growers
Annual Meeting earlier this year that research is showing several
herbicides hold promise in clover grown for seed.
“What we’ve tried to do since I’ve been working on clover is
evaluate herbicides that may have a fit in clover seed production,
because we get that you guys are struggling with current weed
management problems,” Hulting said.
Hulting noted that weeds reduce clover seed yield through
competition for resources, can reduce the life of a stand, can
impact seed quality and result in increased seed cleaning costs.
He added that broadleaf weeds reduce quality more than grass
weeds, and are often more difficult to manage in the field and in
the warehouse, but that management of both grass and broadleaf
weed species is critical to maintain yield and quality in clover
grown for seed.
Among products Hulting singled out that were showing promise
in research plots was flumetsulam, a Group 2 herbicide with good
activity on wild mustard, canola, shepherds purse, speedwell and
chickweed, among other weeds.

“I think we’ve shown that we can control established dock with
Asulox in established red clover,” he said. “A February application
resulted in no clover injury. But timing is extremely important
with Asulox, so as you delay that application later in the spring,
that is when we see more crop injury.

Manufactured by Dow AgroSciences, flumetsulam “is certainly
not a new mode of chemistry,” Hulting said. An ALS inhibitor, it
currently is labeled in the U.S. in corn and soybeans as Python.

“Last year saw a little more injury with Asulox than what we think
is acceptable,” he said. “If we ever did get a label for something like
this, it would be very tricky to use in terms of managing that dock
control, versus the potential for clover injury.

“I think it can be a real nice tool in clover grown for seed,” Hulting
said.
Hulting said he’s been looking at Python in clover for four or
five years, and that Dow originally was interested in supporting
the work. The progress was slowed, however, when plant injury
occurred on foliage, and Dow pulled back some of its support.

“A February to early-March application is the window that can
produce the best control of established dock, when we are using
something like Asulox,” he said. “If you delay it further, you still get
good dock control, but your potential for crop injury really picks
up.”

The injury had no effect on yield, however, so Hulting is
hopeful Dow is interested in continuing to move forward on the
evaluations. “We’ve looked at it both in seedling and established
red and white clover, and it seems to be really safe,” Hulting said.

He added, “January was too early, so we didn’t get good dock
control or suppression, but early-March applications of Asulox
and 2,4-DB resulted in significantly lower counts of dock seed
heads in the treated plots.”

He added that using higher rates in late-spring applications on
seedling clover may pick up some injury, but, again, researchers
have yet to see a decrease in seed yield.

Hulting noted growers may see leaf cupping, a typical phenoxy
injury, when using 2,4-DB. But, he said, “We haven’t seen any of
that symptomology after the silage has been removed or the crop
has been flailed. The regrowth seems to do just fine.”

The product also seems to mix well with Goal, Kerb, Select, MCPA
and other commonly used herbicides, he said.
“I think if we can put together some tankmixes, we can make
some progress on wild carrot and maybe chamomile,” he said. “It
is not good, however, on some of our other problem species like
groundsel, established dock and plantain, which is disappointing.
But I think it can be useful in other situations.”

He said researchers also have done several seed-quality tests, and
that neither Asulox or 2,4-DB has affected seed germination. He
added that although a lot of this work to date has been done in red
clover, researchers think use in white clover is possible, as well.

Hulting said he also in the past three or four years has looked at
dock control in clover with Asulox and 2,4-DB.
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