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Extension Agent: Keep an Eye Out for Winter Cutworm
In early November two years back, OSU Extension agent Nicole
Anderson’s phone started ringing. It didn’t stop for several weeks.
The issue? Winter cutworm was showing up in big numbers in
grass seed and clover stands.
Her advice? In a nutshell, it was to scout and treat for the pest if
finding large numbers.
With November now on hand, Anderson said, growers might want
to follow that same advice, despite the fact no large outbreaks
have been reported to date.

The best time to scout for the pest is at night, which is when it
comes out to feed. The cutworm tends to hide near the base of
plants during the day, according to the alert.

“I know some winter cutworm larvae have been found in southern
British Columbia and I wouldn’t be surprised if we have some in
the Valley,” Anderson said in late October. “But I haven’t heard of
any major outbreaks at this point.”

Treatment thresholds have not been established, but Michigan
State University and Cornell University suggest four-to-six larvae
per square foot as a threshold.

She added: “But there is still time. We know the adult moths were
here in the Valley late this summer.”

The alert provided several cultural control tactics that growers
can use, including treating field borders with registered border
treatments to prevent the cutworms from migrating from field
to field and tilling ground before planting to expose and kill
overwintering larvae and pupae.

In an OSU Extension alert put out in December of 2015, researchers
wrote that winter cutworms are more cold-tolerant than other
cutworm species and can cause defoliation of above-ground plant
parts as they move across fields in the fall and winter.

The alert reminded growers that larvae must be active for
insecticides to be effective.

“Late-season defoliation from cutworms on grasses could
deplete root reserves, causing increased winter injury to crops if
cold temperatures persist, which could reduce spring regrowth.
Feeding is of great concern in new seedlings and in established
dormant stands,” the alert states.

“If feeding persists into the winter, spray applications are most
effective when daytime temperatures are greater than 40 degrees
Fahrenheit. Over 50 degrees is ideal,” the alert stated.

Winter cutworms were first detected in Oregon in 2001 but until
2015, had not been documented as an agricultural pest in the state.
The alert noted that for management purposes, it is important to
accurately distinguish between cutworm and armyworm species.
Cutworms are about one-eighth to two-inches long, the bodies are
olive to dark brown or green with a tan head with black angled
lines. Their bodies also are smooth and marked with a series of
black dashes over a cream-colored line on both sides.
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Adult moths have yellow-orange hindwings with a black band
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Slug Researcher Shares First-Year Findings
At the recent Extension seed and cereal crop production meetings,
Oregon State University slug specialist Rory McDonnell provided
growers an update on his first year of working on managing slugs
in Oregon.
First off, McDonnell said, Oregon lived up to its reputation for
having high slug populations. “Over the past year, I have seen
absolutely enormous populations of the gray field slug,” he said,
“bigger populations than I’ve seen anywhere else in the world.”
McDonnell, who hails from the Republic of Ireland and came here
from University of California at Riverside, said he spent part of this
past year learning about the biology of the gray field slug, which is
the most damaging slug species in Oregon.
McDonnell found that the slug population peaked in the first half
of November. Populations declined in December and January with
the onset of winter storms.

OSU slug specialist Rory McDonnell displays a slug trap to participants in
a recent Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production meeting.

“That was expected,” McDonnell said. “But what was surprising to
me is that even during these really harsh conditions, some of the
mature adult slugs remained very active. Some of you have told
me over the past year that you reckon the slugs here in Oregon
have antifreeze for blood, and I’m starting to believe you. One
thing is clear: the slug populations in Oregon seem to be very cold
tolerant.”

parasitic nematode, Phasmarhabditis hermaphrodita, in Oregon.
The nematode is the active agent of a popular slug control product
in Europe. To date the product is not available in the U.S., in part
because until just recently, the active agent was not known to be
present in the U.S. Finding it here, he said, could allow a chemical
manufacturer to seek registration for the product in the U.S.

McDonnell said he found that most egg-laying occurred February
through March, with a peak in early March.

“It is a very important discovery,” McDonnell said, “because it
represents the first time that this nematode species has been
found in the United States outside of California, and it potentially
opens up Oregon as a state where this (parasitic) nematode could
be used as a biological control agent. But before that can happen,
there is a lot of information we need to get. We need to get robust
data on how lethal this nematode is to key slug and snail pests
here in Oregon, and also native species, as well.”

“From a control perspective, it is really important to kill egg-laying
slugs before they release their eggs into the environment,” he
said. “If they are not killed, you are likely to have very severe slug
problems come the fall, and possibly into the following spring, as
well.”
Other findings from his first year include the discovery that the
gray garden slug is attracted to cucumber odor, which may provide
an attractant for slug baiting. “The ultimate goal,” he said, “is to try
and figure what chemicals in the cucumber odor are responsible
for attracting the slugs,” he said. “If we can do so, then we can
manipulate concentrations and release rates and we should be
able to make a super attractant.”

In initial tests, McDonnell said he found encouraging results.
“We know that it is lethal to the gray field slug,” he said. “We found
slugs dying within 48 hours, and 100 percent of the slugs were
dead in our replicates within three or four days.
“I think nematodes are going to be an important tool for managing
slugs here in Oregon,” he said.

McDonnell saved potentially his biggest discovery for last,
unveiling at the end of his talk that he and a colleague found the
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November Provides Opportune Time for Controlling Poa Escapes
Oregon State University Extension Weed Management Specialist
Andy Hulting is advising growers to consider treating for escapes
of Poa annua, or annual bluegrass, in November.
“If you have Poa annua escapes, the timing is right now for a fall
glufosinate application, in both established and newly planted
stands of perennial ryegrass and tall fescue,” Hulting said.
Glufosinate is sold under Rely and other trade names.
Hulting noted that growers should be cautious of application rates
when treating for the grass weed. On newly planted stands, the
recommended rate is 10 to 12 ounces per acre, Hulting said. “On
established stands, you can go as high as 16.5 ounces,” he said.
Anything over 12 ounces on newly planted grass risks crop injury,
he said.
“You want to have at least one tiller of crop growth, and you want
to use that reduced rate (on newly planted stands),” he said.
Hulting is recommending growers wrap up their fall herbicide
applications by December 1.

The reduced rate may not give the efficacy of the higher rate. “But
it still seems to be effective on annual bluegrass at that (lower)
rate, particularly on two- to four-leaf annual bluegrass,” he said.
“We’ve done it enough times that I think there is value (at 10-12
ounces) and if you have a problem, you’ve got to do something, so
I think it is worth trying,” he said.

“After December 1, we can get into some colder temperatures that
might increase the potential for crop injury,” he said.
“You don’t want to apply it in freezing conditions,” he said.
“Daytime temperatures above fifty degrees are best.”

“The established stand can handle that higher rate,” he said, “and
you will increase your efficacy on the annual bluegrass.”

CALENDAR
November 27

Oregon Ryegrass Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

November 28

Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

November 30

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

December 4 & 5 Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Conference Center, Salem, Oregon.
		 Visit seedleague.org for more information.
January 17

Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Meeting, Linn County Fair & Expo Center, Albany

January 26 Dunn Carney Ag Summit, 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.,
		 Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E., Salem, Oregon. Details: DunnCarney.com
February 7

Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting, 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville,
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Writer to Provide Global Perspective at Seed League
Asked if that was a concern, Funk said: “That is a good question.
It certainly may be a reason for concern.”

About a dozen years ago, Joe Funk, then the editor of Seed Today,
thought it would be beneficial for U.S. seed producers to learn
more about seed production from countries around the world.

Funk’s presentation is scheduled to start at 11 a.m. in the
convention’s main conference room.

Thus started an odyssey for Funk that has taken him to multiple
continents and exposed him to a variety of seed production
practices.
Funk, who will be sharing his perspectives on the global seed
industry at the Oregon Seed League’s 77th Annual Convention on
Monday, December 4, said one impression from his travels stands
out.

Seed League Speaker is ASTA
Distinguished Service Award Winner

“I’ve yet to meet a seedsman anywhere who thinks they are
producing anything less than quality seed,” Funk said. “There is a
universal commitment to producing quality seed.”

Joe Funk, former editor of Seed
Today and current contributing
editor to Seed World, earlier
this year claimed the American
Seed Trade Association’s 2017
Distinguished Service Award.

To illustrate, Funk, in a phone interview for this story, said one of
the first countries he visited was Hungary. “I was looking at some
of these companies that were still operating in the shadow of a
former communist collective farm, and the barriers and hurdles
and obstacles they had to try and overcome to produce quality
seed were amazing. Yet they still were putting good quality seed
in the bag.”

“Joe has been faithfully serving
agriculture and the seed industry
with in-depth reporting on our
rapidly changing business for
Joe Funk
thirty years,” said ASTA Chair Mark
Herrmann. “He’s not satisfied to just research a topic and
write about it; more often than not, you’ll find Joe making a
personal trip to see first-hand the subject of his article.”

He also talked about visiting a multi-national seed-corn
production company in Argentina. “The attitude of the plant
manager there is something that any seedsman in the U.S. could
take a lesson from. He was totally committed to seed, to where
he saw his little seeds as living beings. He said every time you
damage that seed, it remembers,” Funk said.

In an interview with the Oregon Seed Council’s eUpdate,
Funk, a featured speaker at the 77th Annual Convention of
the Oregon Seed League, said he was “totally unprepared”
when told he had won the award.

“We are producing world class seed, but we are not alone,” he said
of U.S. producers.

“When they called me and said I was going to be receiving it, I
think my response was probably the two most unprofessional
minutes of my entire career,” Funk said. “I stammered. I was
so taken aback, I could hardly say thank you.”

Asked to discuss changes he’s seen in his thirty years of reporting
on the seed industry, Funk identified mergers of multi-national
companies as one of the biggest.
“So much of the seed production and the genetics – the
germplasm behind seed production – is increasingly being
controlled by a few multi-national companies,” he said. “And
with the recent mega-mergers, increasingly it is being controlled
by companies outside of the United States. With the ChemChinaSyngenta merger, control of that germplasm is going to China.
With the Bayer-Monsanto merger, that germplasm is going more
to Germany. And then recently, the announcement that BASF
would be acquiring some of the Bayer germplasm is further
shifting control of that outside of the United States.”

Funk retired from Seed Today in July. He started working for
the company that published the magazine in 1987, and took
over as editor of Seed Today in 1998.
“As far as I know, (the ASTA’s Distinguished Service Award)
is usually reserved for someone either doing seed-plant
related research, or for someone who has served in one of
the associations,” he said. “I didn’t expect I would even be
eligible for this consideration.”
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Several Highlights in Seed League Lineup
Oregon Seed League’s 77th Annual Convention holds promise for
being one of the best ever.

• Tracy Hueppelsheuser of the British Columbia Ministry of
Agriculture on armyworms;

The convention features
presentations from:

• Award winning editor of Seed Today, now a Contributing
Editor to Seed World, Joe Funk, on National and International
Perspectives of the Global Seed Industry;

several

highlights,

including

• Bill Buckner, CEO of The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation
and the former president and CEO of Bayer CropScience on
Opportunities with Soil Health, Water Quality and Mitigating
the Movement of Micronutrients;

• Jon Iverson on New Zealand’s farming practices from an
Oregon farmers perspective;
• Oregon Farm Bureau’s Mary Anne Cooper on Oregon water
policy issues;

• Claus Ikjaer, president and CEO of DLF Pickseed USA on
domestic and international seed markets;

• Research reports, legislative updates and more.

• Scott Rawlins, Director of Regulatory and Government Affairs
for Wilbur-Ellis, on “What’s Really Going on in D.C.?”;

The convention kicks off December 4 at 7 a.m. with a two-hour
core pesticide block sponsored by CPS in the Croisan Creek
Room. Exhibits are open beginning at 8 a.m. Oregon Seed League
President Donnie Blades provides opening remarks at 8:55 a.m.
He will be followed by meteorologist Phil Volker at 9 a.m. and Bill
Buckner at 9:30 a.m.

• Monsanto’s Online Engagement Director Janice Person on,
“Tales of a Monsanto Employee” and “When Fear Meets
Frustration - How to Discuss Sensitive Subjects”
• Oregon Department of Agriculture Director Alexis Taylor on
Challenges and Opportunities for Oregon Agriculture;

The convention concludes the next day, with the speaker session
beginning with a market update at 8:30 a.m. Exhibits are open
beginning at 8 a.m. both days. The convention is at the Salem
Conference Center, 200 Commercial Street S.E.

• Phil Volker, meteorologist, on winter weather outlook;
• Brent Fetsch of Northwest Farm Credit Services on an update
of agricultural economics;

For a copy of hte program or to register, go to seedleague.org/
registration.html

• Michael Stolp of Northwest Farm Credit Services on
succession planning;

The largest gathering of seed growers in Oregon

OREGON SEED GROWERS LEAGUE
77 th Annual Convention

n
n
n

n
n
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Industry Speakers
Educational Sessions
Two Pesticide Recertification
CORE Credits (Sponsored by Crop Production Services)
Two Pesticide Recertification Credits
Trade Show
Reception (Included with admission)
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DECEMBER 4-5, 2017
Salem Conference Center
Salem, Oregon
Program Sponsor:

