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Wins and Losses for Ag in the 2018 Legislative Session
The 2018 Legislative short session ended up the shortest ever,
closing March 3 after just twenty-seven days.
For seed producers, there were wins and losses and, perhaps
most importantly, no decision on cap and trade that could
significantly have increased the cost of doing business in Oregon.
Oregon Seed Council Executive Director Roger Beyer said the
failure of House Democrats to pass the cap and trade bill, which
they are calling cap and invest, came down to the fact that
lawmakers didn’t have enough time in a short session to pass the
bill. “The House was pushing hard to get it passed, but the votes
weren’t there to do it without a lot of extra arm-twisting or horse
trading,” he said.
The end-result was lawmakers created a cap and trade interim
committee, and Governor Kate Brown received $1.4 million to
create an office of carbon policy, essentially ensuring the bill will
be reintroduced in 2019.

farm activity. But the lobby did obtain passage of a bill allowing
farmers to use cell phones that aren’t hands-free while driving
slow-moving vehicles for agricultural purposes.

“The struggle, the conversation and the fight (over the bill) will
roll into 2019, and it is going to be more difficult to stop, given
that one of the main arguments against it was there was not time
to pass it in a short session,” Beyer said.

The biggest loss for farmers appears to have been passage of a bill
to essentially disallow a Congressionally-passed small business
tax deduction for pass-through entities.

One of the top stories for seed producers this session was passage
of a seed-contracting bill that extends slow-pay, no-pay provisions
to all seed, not just grass seed. A group of seed producers and seed
companies had been working on the bill behind the scenes for
several months and brought a united front into the session.

Look for more on that in Beyer’s column in the next Oregon Seed
Magazine.

“That shows what can happen if you get together and work
things out in advance, especially when you have issues that will
affect a single sector,” Beyer said. “Bringing everybody together
and talking about it ahead of time is a good example of how you
pass legislation.”
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NASS Reports Perennial Acres Down, Tall Fescue Acres Up
Tall fescue acres are up in all categories, particularly in turf type, as
are acres of annual ryegrass, according to the Oregon Grass Seed
Forecast released last month by the National Ag Statistics Service.
Perennial ryegrass acres, conversely, are down, according to the
survey, dropping from 77,000 in 2017 to an expected 72,000 this
year.

Growers reported that overall yields were down in 2017 due to
a wet spring, which made it hard to control weeds and affected
pollination. Good crop conditions were reported going into this
spring, however, in both rye and fescue grasses.

Overall, Oregon grass seed acres are up from 320,000 acres
harvested in 2017 to 332,000 acres this year. The increase in turf
type tall fescue acres and annual ryegrass acres more than made
up for the 5,000-acre decrease in perennial ryegrass.

Seventy-five percent of people contacted by the survey responded,
NASS said. NASS uses what is called a non-response adjustment to
arrive at total acreage figures.

Growers also reported pressure from slugs, winter cutworms,
geese and mice this year, according to NASS.

Turf type tall fescue seed acres are projected to increase from
96,000 in 2017 to 105,000 this year, while annual ryegrass acres are
projected to increase from 118,000 in 2017 to 123,000 in 2018.

Acres Harvested
in 2017

Acres Available for
Harvest in 2018

Ryegrass Seed - Annual

118,000

123,000

Ryegrass Seed - Perennial

77,000

72,000

Tall Fescue Seed - Turf Type

96,000

105,000

Tall Fescue Seed - Forage Type

19,000

20,000

Tall Fescue Seed - K-31 & Other

10,000

12,000

Type of Seed

Kentucky 31 and other tall fescue seed acres also are projected
to increase this year, going from 10,000 harvested in 2017 to a
projected 12,000 in 2018. And forage type tall fescue seed acres are
projected to increase only slightly, from 19,000 in 2017 to 20,000
in 2018.

Extension Agent Moves Office
Oregon State University field crops Extension agent Nicole
Anderson is moving her office from the Yamhill County Extension
office in McMinnville to the North Willamette Valley Research and
Extension Center (NWREC) in Aurora.
Other than her central location, however, don’t look for anything
to change, she told participants at the Oregon Clover Growers
meeting in Wilsonville, February 7.
“My secretarial and accounting support and most of my funding
still comes out of the counties,” she said. “My cell phone number
hasn’t changed. Your ability to get a hold of me hasn’t changed.
“I don’t think any of you will notice any difference,” she said.

Nicole Anderson

Anderson, who serves Yamhill, Washington and Polk counties and
has been the de-facto Valley-wide field crops Extension agent for
the past several years, said the move allows her to spend less time
running back and forth to Corvallis for research-trial work.

“I’m moving to a better physical space, where we can actually have
some equipment up here, and I think that is going to help facilitate
more on-farm trials up at this end of the Valley.

“This is a good move for a number of reasons,” she said. “One is
that I am going to be able to stage equipment up here in the north,
instead of having to run back and forth to Corvallis all the time.

“I also will be in a place surrounded by other commercial
agriculture faculty, and also the IR-4 Program,” she said.
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Stem Rust Decision Aid Updated
Those who regularly use the USDA ARS Grass Stem Rust Decision
Aid will notice some new features this year, including graphics
color-coded to show when fungicide thresholds have been
reached, a four-day forecast of rust levels based on weather
forecasts and an estimate of the rust level in four days if a
fungicide was applied immediately.

a way to predict winter carryover
in a specific field. “So, you must
scout your field to know how much
rust you have in spring and early
summer. It can be different from
your neighbor’s field,” Pfender said.

For those who haven’t used it, now might be a good time to start.

Pfender added that early in the
season, the epidemic doesn’t
spread far, so will often create hot
spots in a field.

The Agricultural Research Service decision aid has been helping
grass seed growers stay ahead of stem rust for more than ten years
now. The aid utilizes research data on the rapidity with which rust
spreads under different weather conditions, how well fungicides
control it and at what levels rust starts to lower yields.

The decision aid utilizes multiple
years of research data with triazole
and strobilurin fungicides to
determine treatment threshold
levels, keeping in mind the
differences in activity between the
two classes.

In a presentation at the Oregon Seed League’s 77th Annual
Convention last December, Bill Pfender, a retired ARS plant
pathologist, explained how to use the aid, as well as talked about
the biology of rust and strengths and weaknesses of different
fungicides.

At the Oregon Seed
League's Annual Convention
in December, Bill Pfender,
a retired USDA plant
pathologist, explains the
workings of a revised Grass
Stem Rust Decision Aid.

“We found that both of those classes of fungicides are pretty good
at reducing infection from spores that are going through the
air and landing on the plant,” Pfender said. “And both of these
materials have some kick-back activity,” with the strobilurins
having more kick-back and persistence activity than the triazoles.

Early in the season, the stem rust pathogen spreads primarily
through the air from one plant to another. Later in the season,
spread also can occur from the plant sheath onto the stem.
“The pathogen has worked out a way to spread from the plant
sheath onto the extending inflorescence, and it is very efficient at
doing that,” Pfender said.

Another area where they differ is in the ability to stop the spread
of the disease from the sheath onto the stem, or inflorescence.
“The strobilurins are good at that. The triazoles don’t have that
activity,” he said.

As temperatures rise, the duration between fungal generations
shortens, Pfender said. For example, at just above freezing, it can
take almost two months for the fungus to go through a generation.
In April or May, it typically will take around twenty days. In July, it
can take as short as nine days, he said.

The decision aid has two different treatment threshold levels, one
for triazoles, and a second for strobilurins used either alone or
mixed with a triazole.

The decision aid uses weather data from multiple weather
stations to determine the rapidity of spread and to calculate how
much rust, in addition to what can be seen visually, is already
there but not yet visible.

Pfender said researchers don’t have a lot of data on the SDHI
fungicides as of yet, adding that they currently are marketed only
as a component in mixtures with a strobilurin or a triazole. The
decision aid is expected to be approximately correct for SDHIcontaining mixtures, but more research is needed to specify the
additional effect of having SDHI in the mixture, Pfender said.

Another factor that can determine rust levels in any one field is
winter carryover.
“If you have the same spring and summer weather in two fields,
the field that started with a fair amount of disease in the spring is
going to have a more severe epidemic than the one that had very
little rust in the spring,” Pfender said.

Growers can access the decision aid through their mobile devices,
desktop or laptop computers at http://uspest.org/cgi-bin/
stemrust1.pl .
The website is hosted and maintained by OSU’s Integrated Plant
Protection Center.

“You can have fields that are quite close to each other that have
very different levels of disease, depending on what is carried over
from the winter,” he said. So far, he added, researchers don’t have
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World Wheat Surplus Limits Chances of Price Increase
A wheat marketing expert said not to expect wheat prices to
increase to levels seen three or four years ago anytime soon.

The strong U.S. dollar,
however, is reducing the
attractiveness of U.S. wheat
on the global stage, he said.
And, U.S. wheat exports
are actually down seven
percent over all wheat
classes. But, he said, “Soft
white wheat has seen a
benefit in that our prices
are up seven percent over
last year.

Nevertheless, Shawn Campbell, deputy director at U.S. Wheat
Associates in Portland, said Willamette Valley wheat growers can
find opportunities in today’s market conditions.
In a presentation at the Oregon State University Extension’s Seed
and Cereal Crop Production meeting in Salem January 9, Campbell
said a surplus of wheat on the world market is expected to limit
opportunities for price increases in wheat.
“Today, by the end of this marketing year, it is expected that there
is going to be enough wheat in stocks just in the big exporting
countries to cover 40 percent of the world trade,” Campbell said.

“It is not a huge number; it
is not the number we saw
three or four years ago. But
it is better than last year,”
he said.

“And unless there is something very strange and large that
happens, such as a huge drought in several countries at the same
time, we are probably not going to see wheat prices leap back up
anywhere close to the prices we saw three or four years ago. It just
isn’t in the cards,” he said.

Shawn Campbell, at an Extension
Seed and Cereal Crop Production
meeting in January, said a surplus
of wheat on the world market is
expected to minimize price increase
opportunities in 2018.

The bottom line, Campbell said, is there is not a lot the U.S. can do
to influence world wheat prices.

“However,” he said, “even though we have 40 percent of those
stocks, not all stocks are created equal.”
Campbell said most of the surplus is in medium protein wheat,
an area dominated by wheat stocks out of Russia, Ukraine and
Europe. High protein hard red spring wheat and soft wheats,
however, are not seeing the same levels of surplus.

“The benchmark world price is caused by world supply and
demand: how much wheat is Russia producing; how much wheat
is Egypt importing this year; how much wheat was produced in
France. It also is affected by currency exchange rates and ocean
freight rates,” Campbell said.

“So even though we have very huge stocks, it does depend upon
what you are trying to buy,” he said.

The U.S. wheat industry can, however, control some things, he
said.

High protein wheat is in high demand primarily because Canada
has supplies with lower than expected protein levels, he said,
and the hard red spring crop in North Dakota and Montana was
smaller than expected.

“One of the big things we can control is quality,” he said. “And we
can provide excellent customer service.”
To that end, Campbell encouraged producers to support their
state commission, which, in turn, supports U.S. Wheat Associates.

As for the soft wheats, Australia is facing a significant drought and
its production is expected to fall from 30 million metric tons last
year to just 21.5 million metric tons this year, according to USDA
figures.

“We work overseas with customers, provide technical training,
market information, as well as trouble shoot when different
intergovernmental things happen,” he said.
“Also support the Farm Bill, especially looking for things that
relate to foreign market development programs and market access
programs,” he said.

“Because of that, we have seen some positives in the soft wheat
markets, as well as a big jump in exports,” Campbell said.

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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Last Fall’s Slug Numbers Nothing Like in 2016
In two falls of studying slug populations in grass seed and clover
fields, Oregon State University slug specialist Rory McDonnell
found similarities in the timing of population peaks. As for
numbers, however, those were dramatically different between the
last fall and that of 2016.

occurrence.
McDonnell
attributed the discovery to
the fact that slug blanket
traps, which trap moisture
underneath them, acted
like a magnet in an
otherwise dry field.

In both years, McDonnell said slug populations started increasing
in early October and peaked in mid-November. But 2017 slug
numbers were between 30 and 40 percent below 2016, when
McDonnell and his crew were finding 45 and 50 slugs under some
traps.

“I think it is an important
find,
because
it
is
probably mirroring what
is happening in your grass Speaking at an Extension Seed and
seed and clover fields,” Cereal Crop Production meeting in
he said. “At that time of January, OSU slug specialist Rory
year, if you have damp McDonnell said slug numbers in the
patches, more than likely fall of 2017 were between 30 and 40
the majority of slugs are percent below 2016, but timing of
hanging out in those areas. population peaks was similar.
That could present us with
a good opportunity to make
a big impact on the slug populations, because if we bait those
damper areas when the bulk of the population is there, it should
drive down the population and you should see less pressure in the
fall.”

“Last fall, the slug populations were definitely down from 2016,”
McDonnell told participants in the OSU Extension Seed and
Cereal Crop Production Meeting, January 9 in Salem.
McDonnell attributed the decline to a warm, dry summer that
extended into early fall and deprived slugs of moisture. Many
slugs likely died underground before moisture returned, he said.
“And then, when the rains arrived, the conditions on the surface
were less suitable for slugs than in the previous year,” he said.
“The take home message,” he added, “is that in years where there
is a damp, early fall, slug pressure is going to be a lot worse than
years where the fall is drier.”
McDonnell’s study also showed an unexpected spike in slug
populations in mid-June of 2017, a finding he believes could help
growers in efforts to manage slug populations if it is an annual

Not surprisingly, McDonnell and his crew found no slugs in the
summer months.
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