Oregon

Seed eUpdate

A Newsletter from the Oregon Seed Council

ISSUE #46 • APRIL 2018

CEO: Look for High Seed Prices to Hold
In a nutshell, grass seed producers can expect high prices to
continue to hold for most species now and into the near future,
according to Claus Ikjaer, president and CEO of DLF Pickseed USA.

in part because Missouri’s 2017
harvest came in at right around 15
million pounds, or less than half a
typical year’s supply.

“Overall, I think we should all be happy with the outlook for this
year and next,” Ikjaer said. “There are some risks, but it definitely
is not going to hit us hard in 2018 or 2019.”

Perennial ryegrass is the one species
that appears to have adequate
supplies, he said, even with poor
yields here and in Canada last
summer.

Speaking at the Oregon Seed League’s annual convention in
December, Ikjaer said high prices are starting to lead to increased
production in parts of Europe and South America. But three years
of poor yields in Oregon have inventories at rock-bottom levels,
and, despite low commodity prices, production acres aren’t
likely to increase substantially in the Willamette Valley, given the
significant number of acres that have been planted to hazelnuts
and blueberries in recent years.

“ Overall, I think we
should all be happy with
the outlook for this year
and next.

”

Claus Ikjaer

“We still have too much seed,” he
said. “That probably is not going to
correct itself until sometime next
year.”

Claus Ikjaer, president and
CEO of DLF Picksweed USA,
speaking at the Oregon Seed
Grower’s League Meeting.

Kentucky bluegrass and fine fescue
also are short.

Low inventories, in fact, are
common in much of the world
market, including in Canada’s
fine fescue market.

One effect of the high prices is that companies are doing more
coating than ever, he said. “Not everybody is coating in the retail
market today, but it is going in that direction, because we cannot
compete with raw seed versus coated seed.

“Red fescue in Canada is
basically sold out,” Ikjaer said.
“There is no one with seed to
sell right now.”

“We see it in the retail market now. And we are seeing it more in the
professional market. It is a little harder to get professional people
to take on the coated seed, but I think it is going in that direction,”
Ikjaer said.
Continued on page 2

Ikjaer added that the situation
in Canada apparently is
unprecedented.

“In talking to industry people up there, they said they have never
seen that,” he said.
In the U.S., Ikjaer said three years of low yields “has started to
create some issues for us. Most companies are starting to get quite
short, and we are struggling to meet demand within some species.”
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Ikjaer specifically mentioned tall fescue and annual ryegrass as
species that are short. Also, he said, Kentucky 31 inventory is short,
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CEO: Look for High Seed Prices to Hold (Continued)
The high prices and strong dollar also are combining to crimp
export sales, Ikjaer said. And while China continues to purchase
significant amounts of U.S. grass seed, it is tending to purchase
lower-cost seeds, he said.

Ikjaer said European markets have mandatory acreage reporting
and that such a system would work well here. Also, he called
for mandatory reporting to the Oregon Seed Association by all
member companies on inventory and production numbers.

Overall, exports to Europe are down about one-third over the past
several years.

The reports would be protected in such a way that one company
would not have access to another’s company data, he said, but the
data would give the industry a better understanding of inventory
and production potential.

Ikjaer concluded his report with a call for better data.
“We don’t have good data in the grass seed industry here and I
think that is something we need to avoid over production and to
minimize price swings,” he said.

“I think we can do better, and we should be doing better in this
regard,” he said.

South Korea Now Oregon’s Number One Straw Customer
South Korea has taken over as Oregon’s number one customer for
straw.
The shift from Japan being Oregon’s top customer to Korea came
about over the last two years, after drought and other weatherrelated issues in Korea cut into its domestic supply, leading to a
relaxation of forage quotas and increased demand.
In a presentation at the Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association’s
annual meeting in January, straw exporter Shelly Boshart Davis
of Boshart Trucking added that low-grade oat hay and wheat
straw coming into Korea from Australia has recently cut into the
demand, but that the market remains strong.
“Of course, demand is based on a lot of things,” she said, “weather,
quotas, competition from other countries, including Chinese rice
straw and whatever is coming in from Australia.
“There are a lot of global players,” she said. “It used to be mostly
just Canada and Australia competing, with Spain in there a little
bit. Now there is a lot more competition.”

Davis said that representatives of the U.S. Forage Export Council
(USFEC) met with government officials in India recently regarding
the potential market opportunities there and have hosted a group
from India.

In other market news, Davis identified Saudi Arabia and India
as emerging markets, noting that U.S. exports of alfalfa to Saudi
Arabia have nearly doubled over the last year, and increased dairy
sizes in India have enhanced its potential as a forage customer.

“The USFEC showed them our processes, our quality control,” she
said.

“Their dairies are getting larger,” she said, “and when they do that,
they have the logistics to bring in containers of straw or hay.”

“That market is now something that we are pursuing as an
industry,” she said.
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Several Products in Pipeline for Clover
Clover producers can look forward to the registration of several
promising crop management products over the next few months,
according to Joe DeFrancesco, specialty crop registration specialist
for the Oregon State University Extension Service.

IR-4 was expected to
submit the residue data
package to EPA in April,
DeFrancesco said.

In several cases, DeFrancesco said, OSU researchers have
completed trial work and submitted efficacy and residue data to
the specialty crop registration IR-4 Project, and the industry is
now waiting for the IR-4 Project to submit the data to the EPA. In
other cases, the IR-4 Project and registrants have submitted data
to the EPA and are waiting for EPA to register the products.

“I expect the full label
in a year and a half or
so,” DeFrancesco said in
February.
The
seed-treatment
fungicide
Mertec,
or
thiabendazole, also has
At the Oregon Clover Growers
a Special Local Needs, or
Annual Meeting in February, Joe
SNL, label, but currently
DeFrancesco said clover seed
only for crimson clover
producers can expect registration of
for control of northern
several promising crop protection
anthracnose. Residue work
compounds in coming months.
has been done now on
all clovers, DeFrancesco
said, and the data is at the
RR-4 Project Headquarters. IR-4 was expected to submit the data
package to EPA in January, but had not done so when DeFrancesco
gave his presentation in February.

A tolerance has been established on Chateau, or flumioxazin, a
broadleaf weed herbicide with good activity on pineapple weed
and prickly lettuce, and the industry is waiting for the registrant
Valent to issue the label, DeFrancesco said.
“It just so happened that the tolerance got established right when
the new administration came in, and, at that time, EPA was in
turmoil and they weren’t entertaining any new registrations, so
things were put on hold,” DeFrancesco said.
Valent eventually agreed to add clover seed to the main Chateau
label, DeFrancesco said. The registrant also agreed to seek a
supplemental label, which can be used while new labels are being
developed, he said.

“This one is close,” DeFrancesco said. “It will be about fifteen
months before we see a label (to expand its use).”

“They are working on the supplemental label, but, unfortunately,
we probably won’t have it this season,” DeFrancesco said. “We
could have it tomorrow,” he added, “but I think it will take a while.
Hopefully by next fall we will have it.”

The broadleaf herbicide Python, or flumetsulam, would be a new
registration if the industry can obtain one. But, DeFrancesco said,
it is in a holding pattern as Dow AgroSciences, the manufacturer,
is hesitant to seek a label after an anomaly in a trial showed some
phytotoxicity, despite that the phyto had no negative influence on
yield or seed quality.

The situation around the insecticide bifenthrin is similar to the
case of several products, DeFrancesco said. Found in products
such as Capture and Brigade, bifenthrin currently has a Special
Local Needs non-food, non-feed registration, but researchers have
developed and submitted data to IR-4 in the hopes of expanding
the label to allow feeding.

Growers and the industry told Dow they could live with the issue,
DeFrancesco said, but Dow is concerned about the phytotoxicity
and has held off seeking registration of Python in clovers.
“The bottom line is we are still working with Dow to figure out how
we can move forward on this project,” he said.
The plant growth regulator Palisade, or trinexapac-ethyl, currently
has a non-food, non-feed SLN label for red and crimson clover,
but the industry is trying to expand the label for use in feeding
situations.
“Again,” DeFrancesco said, “the work has been done and the data
is at IR-4.” IR-4 is expected to submit the data package to EPA in
June.
Also, DeFrancesco said, researchers submitted data for all clovers,
“just in case there is ever a need for Palisade in other clovers.”
Continued on page 4
3

Oregon Seed eUpdate
Several Products in Pipeline for Clover (Continued)
The current label is very restrictive, DeFrancesco said, allowing
use only between October 15 and December 15, and only on
clovers that have been established a minimum of nine months.

The industry also is seeking registration of the broadleaf herbicide
2,4-DB as a postemergence product in red and white clover. Again,
data is at IR-4, he said. IR-4 is expected to submit the data package
to EPA in October.

“The (trial) work shows that you don’t have to have these
restrictions,” DeFrancesco said. “So, we are looking to use it in the
winter while plants are dormant. The data shows that there is no
damage when applied to plants that have been in the ground six
months.

Residue trial work was put out last fall for MCPA, another
postemergence broadleaf herbicide with 2,4-D, in an effort to
enable growers to use it more than once in a season and on more
than just the currently labeled red clover.

“We probably won’t see a label change until the fall of this year,”
DeFrancesco said.

“The industry wants to change the label to two applications,
fourteen days apart, and to make it available for all clovers,”
DeFrancesco said.
“It could be a couple of years before we will see a change in the
label,” he added.

Asulox, or asulam, a postemergence herbicide for both broadleaf
and grass weeds, is expected to be an IR-4 Project that will be
initiated in the fall or early winter of next year, DeFrancesco said.

Adama, the registrant of Direx 4L and Karmex, has said it is
working on changing the diuron labels in clover.

“This is good news,” he said. “We’ve had the request at EPA for
several years and just got the green light to move forward.”

CALENDAR
APRIL:
April 17

Ryegrass Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

April 19

Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

April 24

Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

MAY:
May 3 & 4

50th Anniversary Celebration of Blue Mt. Seeds, 65569 Highway 82, Imbler, Oregon.
Call 541-534-2221 for more information.

May 7

Fine Fescue Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer's, Salem

May 9

Clover Commission meeting, 7 a.m., Roth's, Salem

May 15

Ryegrass Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

May 22

Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

May 24

Tall Fescue Commission meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

4

Oregon Seed eUpdate
Casebearer Moth Poses Threat to Red Clover
that we’ve had them for a
number of years, but have
not seen the damage.”

In parts of Canada, the clover casebearer moth has shut down red
clover seed production in the second year of stands.
New Zealand also suffered a major outbreak of the pest in red
clover last year.

Clover growers in recent
years have scaled back
on the use of broad
spectrum insecticides, in
part because of concerns
for bee safety. The Bayer
insecticide Sivanto is good
at controlling aphids and
safe on bees, but does
Nicole Anderson,
not have broad spectrum
OSU Extension Agent
insect control, Anderson
said. “It is going to be
important to monitor the relationship between these different
kinds of insecticides and the clover casebearer moth over the next
couple of seasons,” she said.

In Oregon, only two fields are known to have suffered significant
damage last year. But, at the Oregon Clover Growers annual
meeting February 7 in Wilsonville, Oregon State University
Extension agent Nicole Anderson said growers would be wise to
keep an eye out for the pest and treat when appropriate to ensure
the damage stays minimal.
“This could be a very big deal for the red clover seed industry if it
gets out of control,” Anderson said. “It has destroyed two years of
production in Canada, so we want to be ahead of this.”
The moth is hard to detect, given its size and the way it damages
clover seed heads. And it can sneak up on growers if they aren’t
watching for it, Anderson said.
Last year, a fieldman told her that in one of the red clover fields
where the moth caused significant damage, the crop looked great
even when in windrows. Quoting the fieldman, Anderson said,
“‘We had a very nice-looking crop going into harvest. The swathers
went through. Everything looked good. The combine goes in, and
the yield is terrible.’”

In scouting for the pest, Anderson said a pheromone is needed,
and traps should be checked weekly during peak times. (Anderson
said she has obtained some pheromone for research purposes.)
In research conducted in 2013, 2014 and 2015, Anderson said she
found the pest’s population starts to climb around June 1 and the
adults emerge in early summer.

Finding the pest typically involves getting down on hands and
knees and looking for its case, which looks similar to mouse
droppings, Anderson said.

The adults then lay eggs, the eggs turn into larvae that go down
into the head and start chewing on seed. “They move from floret
to floret around that stem, and they can burn through a number of
heads in a couple of days,” she said.

As for damage, the pest does so by feeding on seeds. Its damage
can be seen by tearing apart seed heads and looking for hollowed
out holes where the seed should be inside of the floret.

“As you get closer to harvest, you will see these larvae start to
pupate and spin these cases, which look like mouse poop, and by
the time you are done combining, those larvae are in the cases on
the ground, and they are going to lay there until the next year.

Anderson speculated that it is possible growers have been
inadvertently controlling the moth in years past through use of
broad spectrum insecticides, such as Lorsban and Brigade. This
is why previous crop damage has not been seen, Anderson said,
even though the pest has been known to be in Oregon for several
years.

“That is why we see the damage in year-two, versus year-one,” she
said.
“At this point, I want to say that there is reason to be a little
alarmed,” Anderson said. “This is not something that we want to
have in the Oregon red clover industry.”

“I think there is a possibility that we have been inadvertently
managing them without knowing it,” she said. “We’ve known
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The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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