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The EPA has appealed a court decision to ban all uses of 

chlorpyrifos.

The appeal, filed September 24, means growers have a reprieve 

of sorts and can continue using products containing chlorpyrifos 

under existing labels while the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 

reviews its previous decision to ban the products.

The appeal seeks a rehearing either by the three-judge panel or 

by the entire 9th Circuit.

Sources could not say how long before the 9th Circuit Court 

might rule on the appeal.

In a statement, Oregonians for Food and Shelter said it was 

pleased with EPA’s actions. “OFS is pleased to see EPA’s position 

to defend science and FIFRA’s registration process,” it said, 

referring to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide 

Act, which governs registrations, distribution and sales of 

pesticides in the U.S.

In a statement, Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue also came 

out in support of EPA’s decision to appeal: “USDA disagrees 

with the court ruling ordering EPA to revoke tolerances and 

cancel registrations for chlorpyrifos. The decision appears to 

be based on a misunderstanding of both the available scientific 

information and EPA’s pesticide regulatory system. The USDA 

and other groups have pointed out significant flaws in the 

draft chlorpyrifos assessments on which the court based its 

opinion, and USDA supports 

EPA’s conclusion that the 

available scientific evidence 

does not indicate the need 

for a total ban on the use of 

chlorpyrifos.”

The EPA had until October 

8 to appeal the August 9 

decision by the 9th Circuit to 

ban all uses of chlorpyrifos, 

which is the active ingredient 

in Lorsban, a product that 

has become a staple for grass 

seed growers to control soil-

dwelling insects.

“There is a fair amount of research that shows that Lorsban 

is your best treatment on soil insects like sod webworm, 

cutworms, wireworms,” said Steve Salisbury, research and 

regulatory coordinator for the Oregon Seed Council. “Lorsban is 

your leader of the pack to control these, and if you are trying to 

control some of these insects without Lorsban, you could be up 

against it in a pretty bad way.”

Three environmental groups sued the EPA in April 2017 to force 

a chlorpyrifos ban, leading to the court case.
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EPA Appeal Leaves Lorsban Label in Place for Now

“ There is a fair amount 

of research that shows 

that Lorsban is your best 

treatment on soil insects like 

sod webworm, cutworms, 

wireworms. ” 
 

Steve Salisbury,  

Oregon Seed Council  

Research and Regulatory 

Coordinator

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.
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Most Willamette Valley grass seed growers rank slugs among their 
top three worst pests, according to an Oregon State University 
Extension survey, with nearly one-in-five growers ranking them 
number one.

Survey results, released by Extension slug scientist Rory McDonnell 
at an Extension Seed Crop and Cereal Production meeting 
September 12 in Salem, also showed that less than 30 percent of 
growers were satisfied with the performance of slug baits, and that 
metaldehyde is by far the preferred choice.

The survey, conducted by McDonnell and OSU Extension agent 
Nicole Anderson at Extension’s January seed crop and cereal 
production meetings, also showed that most growers would be 
willing to pay substantially more for novel control strategies if they 
were available.

In all 223 growers participated in the survey, including 77 from the 
South Valley, 73 from the Mid-Valley and 73 from the North Valley.

Eighty percent of growers surveyed said slugs have become more 
of a factor on their farms in the last two decades. McDonnell 
attributed the increase to a range of factors, including the 

discontinuation of field 
burning and increase in use 
of no-till and conservation 
tillage.

“Those practices have created 
ideal conditions in the field 
for slugs,” he said.

The increase in reduced tillage 
also has led to an increase in 
the number of earthworms 
in the soil, McDonnell said, 
which can negatively affect 
baiting efficacy. Data shows 
that a single earthworm can 
pull a minimum of three slug 
pellets from the surface into 
its burrow, he said.

“So, if you have thousands of earthworms in your soil, they are 
pulling a significant chunk of your bait down into their burrows,” 
he said.

Slug Survey Says?
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Continued on page 3

OSU Extension slug expert Rory 
McDonnell speaking at the 
Extension Seed and Cereal Crop 
Production Meeting in Salem in 
September, provided growers 
an update on his lab’s research 
into novel-control strategies for 
managing slug pests.

Despite ongoing efforts, Oregon State University researchers 
have yet to uncover a second local finding of a nematode widely 
used to help manage slugs in Europe.

After looking at several sites in Oregon, researchers found the 
nematode, Phasmarhabditis hermaphrodita, last year on the 
OSU campus. According to OSU Extension slug specialist Rory 
McDonnell, researchers are hoping to find more P. hermaphrodita 
in the hopes of showing it is widespread in Oregon, which could 
simplify efforts to register a product containing the nematode.

The nematode, which parasitizes slugs, is marketed in Europe 
under the trade name Nemaslug. In the United Kingdom, it 
has been shown to reduce slug damage in winter wheat by 89 
percent, and in the Netherlands, it has provided better than 
a 95 percent reduction in gastropod damage to orchids in 
greenhouses.

On the good news side of the ledger, McDonnell said that two 
years ago he and other researchers found a second species of 
Phasmarhabditis nematode, P. californica, in Northern California. 
They also recently discovered this same nematode in Oregon. He 
noted that this species, like P. hermaphrodita, also appears to be 
very virulent to the grey field slug, the major slug pest in Oregon 
grass seed.

“I’m excited by this discovery,” McDonnell said. “It now means 
that we have two nematode species to work with, and we won’t 
have all of our eggs in one basket.”

Also on the good news front, McDonnell said he has had several 
meetings with BASF, which markets and mass produces the P. 
hermaphrodita nematode in Europe, and that BASF is interested 
in the U.S. market.

“Registrations can take quite a while,” McDonnell said, “but 
I am confident that at some point in the future, there will be 
a biological control product for you guys to use in your battle 
against slugs.”

On another topic, McDonnell provided an update on research 
into using essential oils to manage slugs. He noted that in a 
previous presentation, he had informed growers that research 
had shown spearmint oil at high concentrations is very toxic to 
the grey field slug, but that it also could be toxic to plants.

Researchers have since learned that the yellow spotting that 
occurred in seedling perennial ryegrass plants was short-lived 
and did not affect the subsequent growth and development of 
the seedling, McDonnell said.

Researchers now are looking at conducting field-scale trials with 
essential oils.

An Update on Novel Slug-Control Research
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Several Seed Growers in Second REAL Oregon Class 

Several grass seed farmers are among participants in the second 
class of REAL Oregon.

According to an announcement from REAL Oregon, (REAL stands 
for Resource Education and Ag Leadership), Becky Berger, Kirk 
Burkholder, Katie Glaser, Jacqueline Duyck Jones and Anna Scharf 
are among the thirty candidates selected to participate in the 
program’s second class.

Berger is producer/owner of the seed company Berger International 
in Hillsboro, formerly Berger Seed. Burkholder is producer/owner 
of Burkholder Farms in Albany. Glaser is producer/owner of Glaser 
Farms in Lebanon. Jones is producer/manager for Larry Duyck 
Farms in Banks. And Scharf is producer/manager of Scharf Farms 
in Amity.

Several grass seed farmers also participated in the program’s first 
class, which ended in March.

According to the organization’s announcement, the mission of 
REAL Oregon is “growing natural resource leaders who make a 
difference for Oregon.” The program requires participants commit 
to five sessions over five months. The sessions, which involve 
a two-and-a-half-day commitment each, are held in various 
locations throughout the state. Sessions start in November.

Tuition is $5,000, but REAL 
Oregon picks up half the cost.

On its website, REAL Oregon 
is described as a “leadership 
program that brings future 
leaders from agriculture, 
fishing and forestry together 
to learn leadership skills and 
gain a greater understanding 
of Oregon through a series of 
statewide sessions.”

In the program’s first 
year, participants heard 
presentations from people 
inside and outside of the 
natural resources industries, 
participated in group sessions, were trained in public speaking 
and went on field trips designed to instruct participants in issues 
affecting different natural resources industries.

Continued from page 2

A breakout of data from different sections of the Valley showed that 
in the Mid-Valley, one-third of growers ranked slugs as their top 
pest, compared to 10 percent in the North Valley and 10 percent 
in the South Valley. In all, 17 percent ranked slugs as their number 
one pest, 53 percent ranked slugs in their top three and 22 percent 
ranked slugs among their top five worst pests.

As for baiting preference, 86 percent of growers said they prefer 
metaldehyde baits, with 7 percent preferring iron ETDA and 7 
percent preferring iron phosphate.

Only 28 percent of growers said they were satisfied with their bait. 
Most were neither satisfied or unsatisfied. Only 2 percent said they 
were very satisfied.

 McDonnell and Anderson also were curious if growers conducted 
spring baiting, particularly in light of the fact that the grey field 
slug appears to lay the bulk of its eggs in the spring. “Surprisingly,” 
McDonnell said, “only 23 percent of you apply slug bait during the 
spring.”

He added, “If we can kill those slugs before they can release their 
eggs, or if we can kill the baby slugs after they hatch from those 
eggs, logic tells us that fall populations should be a lot smaller.”

As for whether growers would pay more if novel strategies were 
available, 15 percent said they would not, 46 percent said they 
would be willing to pay 1.5 times as much and 31 percent said they 
would pay up to twice as much.

McDonnell also pointed out that 3 percent said they would be 
willing to pay five times as much for novel tools, such as biological 
control with nematodes or use of essential oils, if they were 
available.

“That speaks to the level of destruction slugs are causing in some 
parts of the Valley,” McDonnell said. “Five times as much is quite 
a lot of money.” 

“ The story of Oregon 

agriculture needs to be told 

by the people working in 

it everyday.  REAL Oregon 

is helping me develop the 

tools to become a better 

communicator and better 

leader for our industry. ” 
 

Kent Burkholder,  

Burkholder Farms -  

Albany Coordinator
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Scott Dahlman of Oregonians for Food and Shelter is alerting 
seed farmers that the nationwide stay against enforcement of the 
previous administration’s expansion of the Clean Water Act has 
been lifted.

“Where we stand right now is that there is no longer a nationwide 
stay on the expanded jurisdiction of the Clean Water Act,” 
Dahlman said.

The stay, issued by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals on October 
9, 2015, was lifted earlier this year under procedural grounds by 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

The stay had halted enforcement of an Obama Administration 
expansion of the jurisdiction of the Clean Water Act. The 
expansion brought into the Clean Water Act’s jurisdiction ditches 
that are dry for much of the year and other waterways that have 
questionable connections to fish-bearing waters.

Equally troubling to the expanded jurisdiction now falling under 
the regulator umbrella of the Clean Water Act is a provision 
allowing third-party enforcement of the act, Dahlman said.

“So, not only can DEQ and EPA enforce on you, also any citizen 
of the U.S. can file a lawsuit against somebody for violating the 

Clean Water Act,” Dahlman said. “So, it becomes 
a potential issue for things like the NPDES 
(National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System) permit that is needed for some 
pesticide applications. If the pesticide gets 
into a waterway that is under the expanded 
Clean Water Act jurisdiction, then there is 
potential for a third-party lawsuit.

“I don’t think that is extremely likely, but it is now a possibility,” 
Dahlman said.

Dahlman noted that some lawsuits have been filed to try and 
reinstitute the stay, but as of now, the new jurisdiction is in effect 
in Oregon.

Also, he said, the current administration has indicated it intends 
to roll back the jurisdiction, but nothing has been submitted 
to the Federal Register to date, and it takes a least a year after a 
submission before a regulation is adopted.

Twenty-four states have pursued another lawsuit against the 
provisions and a stay is in place in those states. Oregon, however, 
is not one of those states.

Stay of Clean Water Act Expansion Lifted
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Calendar

2018
October 30   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
November 27   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
November 29     Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
December 4         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
December 10     Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Salem Conference Center
December 10-11  Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Conference Center, Salem, Oregon.  
 Visit seedleague.org for more information or seedleague.org/program.html to see the program

2019
January 16 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Meeting, 8 a.m., Linn County Fair & Expo Center, Albany
January 22   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
February 6     Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville
February 11     Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St, Salem
February 19         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
February 21         Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
February 26   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

REMEMBER TO VOTE!

https://www.seedleague.org/program.html
https://www.seedleague.org

