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A herbicide grass seed growers have been hearing about for years 
has finally made it to market. And, if the weather cooperates, it 
may be in time for growers to use it this fall.

Fierce, a premix of pyroxasulfone and flumioxazin, was approved 
for use in Oregon on grasses grown for seed on November 19. 

The product fits well in fall weed-control programs, said Oregon 
State University Extension Weed Management Specialist Andy 
Hulting, providing excellent control of annual ryegrass, including 
biotypes with multiple resistance, annual bluegrass, roughstalk 
bluegrass, rattail fescue and some small seeded broadleaf weeds.

“I think it could still provide some value this year,” Hulting said, 
“but it is going to be tight in that the window is quickly closing.”

He added that he has heard from fieldmen that product is available 
this fall.

Although it is in the same chemical grouping as Axiom, Dual and 
Outlook, pyroxasulfone is being touted as the first new active 
ingredient available for grass seed since Axiom was approved for 
use in the crop approximately twenty years ago.

Pyroxasulfone has been available for use in wheat for the past 
several years, and growers have been hearing about it for an even 
longer duration.

OSU first submitted performance data on pyroxasulfone in grass 
seed to the IR-4 Project in 2011, according to Steve Salisbury, 
research and regulatory coordinator with the Oregon Seed Council.

Salisbury added that “IR-4 was instrumental in the whole process” 
of getting pyroxasulfone labeled in grasses grown for seed.

Tolerances for both active ingredients in Fierce were approved 
by EPA in October, with flumioxazin tolerances established on 
October 5 and pyroxasulfone tolerances established on October 
29.

After receiving the tolerances, Valent then needed to obtain from 
EPA amended labels that would allow growers to use Fierce on 
grasses grown for seed, a process that can take several months. 
Valent, however, got ahead of the game by preparing supplemental 
labels ahead of time, and was able to push through that process 
quickly.

“Fortunately for us, Valent had the foresight to submit a proposed 
supplemental to EPA at the same time they submitted the main 
registration petition for use of Fierce on grass seed,” said David 
Priebe, state registration specialist for the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture’s Pesticides Program.

ODA also was poised to act quickly, Priebe said, and was able to put 
the state label out within hours after receiving the EPA amended 
label.

Another product containing pyroxasulfone, Zidua from BASF, also 
is in the registration pipeline for use in grasses grown for seed, 
although it is not labeled at this time.
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Oregon OSHA has adopted rules that increase protections against 
the risk of pesticides drifting off mark. The rules, which exceed 
federal requirements, will take effect January 1, 2019.

The rules expand a protective zone around a pesticide application; 
extend the evacuation period; require doors, windows and air 
intakes to be closed during pesticide applications and require 
storage for shoes and boots to prevent tracking of pesticides into 
worker housing.

The rules are part of a broader and ongoing effort to reduce 
incidents of unsafe pesticide exposure among agricultural workers 
and pesticide handlers, according to Oregon-OSHA.

“Putting these rules into action means workers and their families 
are better protected in Oregon than they are in the vast majority of 
the country,” said Michael Wood, administrator for Oregon OSHA.

The Oregon OSHA press release pointed out several differences 
between the agency’s rules and EPA’s. For example, the EPA rule 
requires people to move one-hundred feet from an area being 
treated with pesticides if the pesticide application requires use of 
a respirator. The EPA rule also allows people to return to the zone 
immediately after the spray equipment has passed.

By contrast, Oregon OSHA’s rule requires people stay out of the zone 
for an additional fifteen minutes, requires an application exclusion 
zone of one-hundred feet even if no respirator is required, and for 
pesticides that require applicators use respirators, the exclusion 
zone expands to one-hundred-fifty feet.

The new rules also eliminate a worker-training grace period 
previously available, and require that certain workers be trained 

by a qualified trainer. A qualified trainer under the new rule, is a 
certified applicator with a current license or someone who has 
taken a train-the-trainer course. Another change adopted by OR-
OSHA, is that the train-the-trainer course, formerly only offered 
in-person, now can be taken online.

Oregon OSHA’s rules complete revisions the agency made last year 
to the EPA’s Worker Protection Standard.

Access to an EPA-approved web-based train the trainer course can 
be found by going to: http://pesticideresources.org/wps/ttt/
course/index.html

More information on the Oregon-OSHA rules can be obtained 
by going to https://osha.oregon.gov/OSHARules/adopted/2018/
ao2-2018-ltr-WPS-AEZ.pdf.

New Application Exclusion Zone Rules Take Effect January 1
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The Oregon Seed Council is accepting applications for its 

college scholarship program.

Eligible applicants will have some 

connection to the seed industry, 

either a direct connection from 

say growing up on a seed farm, or 

a more distant connection, such 

as a parent working for a seed 

company.

Any student who is graduating 

from high school in the spring 

of 2019 or is in college can apply. There is no requirement to 

major in agriculture or a related field.

Contact the Seed Council at 503-585-1157 for more information 

or to obtain an application. Applications also are available on 

the Council’s website at www.oregonseedcouncil.org.

Three scholarship awards are available, one for $2,000; one for 

$1,000; and one for $500.

Deadline to apply is February 28.

Seed Council Accepting Scholarship Applications
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OREGON SEED COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
Qualifications:  Any college bound student who has had a connection to Oregon’s seed industry without 

regard to the area of study. 

 
Please type or print legibly in dark ink.  Illegible applications will not be considered.  Please attach a 

copy of transcripts or a copy of SAT scores if you are entering from high school. 

 
Application deadline March 1.  Use this application form or go to the following website to complete a 

scholarship application form:  http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org 

 
Finalist interviews will be held in the Albany, Oregon area.  Finalists will be notified and interviews 

scheduled prior to that day. 

 
Return applications to:  Roger Beyer, Oregon Seed Council, 494 State St., Suite 220 Salem, Oregon 97301   

Applicant Information 

Full Name:  
 

 Date:  

 Last 
First 

M.I.   

 
Permanent Address:  

 

 Street Address 

Apartment/Unit # 

 
 

  

City 

State ZIP Code 

 
Phone:  

E-mail:  

 
Parent Guardian Names:  

Hometown Newspaper  
Education 

HIGH SCHOOL OR EQUIVELANT: 

School Attended:  

  
Address:  

 
Expected Graduation Date:  

Cumulative High School GPA:  

 
SAT Scores  

 

 
MATH 

VERBAL 

 
COLLEGE: 

College Attended:  
Address:  

 
Cumulative College GPA:  Last Term College GPA:  

 

 

Total expected college credits at end of this school year:  

 
Mailing address during school year  

http://pesticideresources.org/wps/ttt/course/index.html
https://osha.oregon.gov/OSHARules/adopted/2018/ao2-2018-ltr-WPS-AEZ.pdf
www.oregonseedcouncil.org
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Only time will tell just how much the dry conditions that held on 
in Western Oregon for much of the fall will affect next summer’s 
grass seed crops. But Steve Salisbury, research and regulatory 
coordinator for the Oregon Seed Council, said some growers have 
told him that the conditions already have cost them.

“Particularly in tall fescue and perennial ryegrass, some growers 
have told me that they’ve already lost yield,” Salisbury said.

“We certainly could see higher amounts of 
die out from the prolonged lack of rainfall 
well into fall,” said Oregon State University 
Extension agent Nicole Anderson. “Only time 
will tell, though. We finally got some in late 
October and we are getting more now, so we 
will have to see just what the overall impact of 
the dry early fall will be on some of these grass 
species.”

Whether and how much yields already have 
been impacted may be in question at this 
point, but there is no doubt that the early 
fall weather created challenges in crop 
management.

“Herbicide timing this fall was very tricky, 
especially early on” Anderson said. “Some herbicide applications 
were less effective than normal because we didn’t end up getting 
predicted rainfall. Luckily, because we didn’t get a lot of rainfall, 
the weeds also didn’t come really early.”

Anderson noted that there is still time to get down some well-
timed herbicide applications. “We got a nice run of dry days in 
November that allowed us to get on top of sprout control and 
manage other weeds that sprouted late due to the lack of early 
soil moisture,” she said. “I don’t think it is a total disaster, but it 
certainly has been a different year.”

Dry conditions the first three weeks of October also played havoc 
on fertility programs, Anderson said.

“Quite a bit of fall fertilizer was put out ahead of anticipated rains 
that never came,” she said. “I expect some of the nitrogen that 
was applied early isn’t going to be available for use by the crop, 
because it sat on a dry soil surface for longer than it should have.”

Usually, Anderson said, you need about a half-inch of rain in a 
single rain event to leach a urea pellet to where 
it is not susceptible to ammonia volatilization. 
“There were several times this fall where that 
amount of rain was predicted and people went 
out and made well timed nitrogen fertilizer 
applications, but then rain just didn’t happen,” 
she said.

Taken in whole, Anderson said the conditions 
this fall were nothing like she’s seen in the ten-
plus years she’s worked in the Willamette Valley.

“This is the first time in more than a decade I’ve 
seen where crops like annual ryegrass were put 
in the ground in September and early October, 
and there is only fifty percent emergence on a 
very aggressive crop like that,” she said.

“We’ve definitely had some clover plantings fail,” she said. “We 
had some clover that got planted in late September and it partially 
emerged, and then died out. There was definitely some replanting 
of clover.”

One positive result from the dry early fall is it made for good wheat 
planting conditions, Anderson said. “We were able to delay a lot 
of wheat planting into that last half of October, which is an ideal 
scenario.”

Also, she said, dry conditions delayed slug emergence longer than 
is typical.

Dry Fall Conditions Challenging; Could Lower Yields
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“Herbicide timing this fall  

was very tricky, especially early on.  

Some herbicide applications were 

less effective than normal because 

we didn’t end up getting  

predicted rainfall. Luckily, because 

we didn’t get a lot of rainfall,  

the weeds also didn’t come  

really early.” 
 

Nicole Anderson
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OSU Names New Weed Scientist

A University of California, Davis, Ph.D. with extensive laboratory 
experience studying herbicide resistant grass weeds, has been 
named the new lead research and teaching weed scientist at 
Oregon State University.

Caio Brunharo fills the vacancy created by the departure of long-
time OSU weed scientist Carol Mallory-Smith. Brunharo will 
work closely with OSU Extension Weed Management Specialist 
Andy Hulting, who chaired the search committee that brought 
Brunharo to OSU, as well as with other weed science faculty 
located in Corvallis and around the state.

“I think everybody on the search committee thought his lab skills 
to work on this resistance issue will be a big help to understanding 

what is going on with some of these problematic species,” 
Hulting said. “That is the key that set him apart (from 

other applicants).”

Hulting said Brunharo has been 
working primarily with grapes 

and orchard crops in California, 
but within those crops has worked 

on control issues surrounding 

annual ryegrass and annual 
bluegrass.

“He has experience with 
issues and weed species 
that are important in 
Oregon weed management 
programs,” Hulting said.

In announcing Brunharo’s 
appointment, Jay Noller, 
head of OSU’s Department 
of Crop and Soil Science, 
said Brunharo “has a strong 
record of grantsmanship 
and collaboration” with California commodity groups, and is 
active in publishing and in serving the Western Society of Weed 
Science.

In addition to his research appointment, Brunharo will teach 
undergraduate and graduate-level weed-management classes.

He will start January 2.

Caio Brunharo

Calendar

2018
November 26  OSU Extension Brassica Vegetable and Seed Crop Meeting, 3 p.m.,  
 Linn County Extension Office, 33630 McFarland Road, Tangent 
November 27  OSU Extension Brassica Vegetable and Seed Crop Meeting, 3 p.m.,  
 North Willamette Research and Extension Center, 15210 N.E. Miley Road, Aurora 
 There is no cost, but pre-registration is required as space is limited.  
 Please register by emailing ocambc@science.oregonstate.edu or calling 541-737-4020 (leave message).
 Please indicate preferred date of meeting (November 26 or 27).
November 27   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
November 29     Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
December 4         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
December 10     Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Salem Conference Center
December 10-11  Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Conference Center, Salem, Oregon.  
 Visit seedleague.org for more information or seedleague.org/program.html to see the program

2019
January 16 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Meeting, 8 a.m., Linn County Fair & Expo Center, Albany
January 22   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
February 6     Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville
February 11     Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St, Salem
February 19         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
February 21         Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
February 26   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

https://www.seedleague.org/program.html
https://www.seedleague.org
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From presentations on the perils and promises of the modern 
turfgrass industry to a report on “Taking Care of Business” from 
a leading economist, the Oregon Seed League’s Annual Meeting, 
scheduled December 10 and 11 at the Salem Convention Center, 
holds promise as one of the League’s best ever.

Highlights of this year’s meeting include the presentation on 
“Taking Care of Business” from David Kohl, professor emeritus 
of Agricultural Finance and Small Business Management and 
Entrepreneurship at Virginia Tech, and the presentation from 
Cornell University Extension Turfgrass Specialist Frank Rossi on a 
“Northeast View of the Modern Turfgrass Seed Industry: The Perils 
and the Promise.”

Kohl, who retired from the Department of Agricultural and Applied 
Economics at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 
is a frequent contributor to journals and other publications, 
has published four books and has conducted more than 6,000 
workshops and seminars for agricultural groups, including 
bankers and farmers.

In a subtext on his presentation, he writes: “The economic reset 
in agriculture is placing a premium on those that are ‘taking care 
of business.’ Come energize your business thinking with some 
practical tips and techniques that stand the test of time.”

Kohl will speak on day two of the meeting, Tuesday, December 11, 
at 9 a.m.

Rossi, considered one of the world’s leading experts on turfgrass 
science, served as a consultant for the 2002 and 2009 U.S. Opens 
at Bethpage Black on Long Island, New York, and developed sand 
and grass specifications for the 2016 Olympic Golf Course in Rio 
de Janeiro. He has also done consulting work for Central Park in 
New York, the New York Yankees and the Green Bay Packers.

Rossi joined the Cornell Faculty in 1996 after leaving Michigan 
State University, where he worked as a turfgrass environmental 
specialist. He has also served as a visiting professor at the Swedish 
Agricultural University in Alnarp, Sweden, and has taught courses 
in Denmark, Norway, England, Slovenia and Italy.

In 2017, Rossi received the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America President’s Award for Environmental 
Stewardship. Rossi also will speak the morning of day two of the 
meeting, beginning at 10:35 a.m.

Two pesticide recertification CORE credits will be available for 
those attending a two-hour CORE pesticide block, from 7 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. on day one of the meeting. Also, a two-hour pesticide 
credit block will be available for 
recertification credits for those 
attending the session beginning 
at 1:30 on day two of the meeting.

That session includes a research 
update on Managing Slugs 
in Grass Seed Production 
from OSU Extension slug 
specialist Rory McDonnell; a 
weed management session 
from OSU Extension Weed 
Management Specialist Andy 
Hulting; as well as looks at 
understanding the NOAA 
Biological Opinion and how that 
relates to pesticide buffers, and a session on off-target movement 
of pesticides.

Several other sessions of interest are on the program, including 
a panel discussion on cap and trade and a session on breeding 
grass plants for seed production and market performance that 
includes Phil Rolston from New Zealand, as well as Miles Barrett 
from Barenbrug USA and Crystal Fricker from Pure-Seed Testing. 
Devesh Singh from Wilbur-Ellis will serve as moderator for the 
session. It begins at 11:05 a.m. on day one of the meeting. 

The Salem Convention Center is located at 200 Commercial Street 
Southeast in downtown Salem.

For more information, contact the Seed League at 503-364-1673 or 
email info@seedleague.org.

Seed League Meeting Agenda One of Best Ever
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DECEMBER 10-11, 2018
SALEM CONVENTION CENTER

OREGON SEED LEAGUEAnnual Meeting

n  Dr. David Kohl, Ag Economics,      "Taking Care of Business"
n  Industry Speakers
n  Educational Sessions
n  Two Pesticide Recertification CORE Credits      (Sponsored by Nutrien Ag Solutions) n  Two Pesticide Recertification Creditsn  Trade Show

n  Reception (Included with admission)  

Program Sponsor:

The largest gathering of seed growers in Oregon

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 
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