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Dry conditions last summer that lingered into fall apparently were 
not kind to grass seed stands.

“Some of the grass stands are beat up and didn’t come back like 
you think they should have,” said Andy Hulting at an Oregon State 
University Seed and Cereal Production Meeting, January 8 in Salem.

In addition, fall weed control programs were problematic given 
that forecasted rains didn’t come in a timely fashion, leaving some 
herbicide treatments ineffective.

Still, Hulting said, growers may have one last recourse.

“I’ve been encouraging 
people to think about 
making one more 
(herbicide) application in 
the next couple of weeks … 
if you have a field that you 
think needs some additional 
sprout control, or you know 
you have a field where you 
are going to have annual 
bluegrass coming up,” 
Hulting said.

Hulting said both Fierce and 
Outlook are available for use 
at this late date, given that 
Fierce has a cutoff date of 
January 31 and Outlook has 
no cutoff date on its label. 
But, he said, producers will need to get the products on soon.

“If you do so, I think you will be fine,” he said. “I think it will still add 
some value either in perennial (ryegrass) or established tall fescue 
to give you some residual control.”

In his presentation, Hulting also advised growers working with 
spring planting fescues to be prepared to utilize Fierce next fall.

“In your fine (fescue) or your tall fescue, be thinking about one-
and-one-half to three ounces of Fierce in September through 
November to really get on top of these fields and keep them clean 
from the start,” he said.

“If you look at that Fierce label, it has very specific instructions 
about how to use Fierce that first fall following a spring planting, 
based on the size of the grass,” Hulting said. “The magic number is 
eight tillers, but you can probably be a little bit smaller than that.

“I would rather have you think about this half-an-inch of moisture 
within ten days of application to maximize the activity of Fierce in 
those spring planted grasses (next fall),” he said. “So be thinking 
about that as we move into the summer months. Be ready to go 
with that tool. I think it is going to be a really useful tool to get on 
top of poa in some of these fields from the beginning.”

In his presentation, Hulting also emphasized to growers the 
importance of utilizing nonvolatile options when spraying next to 
sensitive crops.

“You have lots of good options for broadleaf weed control,” he said, 
mentioning Huskie, Callisto, Sharpen, Aim and Latigo. “So, make 
sure you are taking advantage of these broadleaf products if you are 
spraying next to sensitive crops.”

He added that different products have different strengths.

“Huskie is not going to give you any soil residual, but it is probably 
going to be a little bit better on your composite weed family, so 
things like sow thistle and those sorts of species,” he said. “But if 
you use a high rate of Callisto, six ounces, that can buy you several 
weeks of soil residual. So, based on your operation and what you 
are trying to do, you have a good list of broadleaf products here that 
you can choose from.”
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Last Chance to Clean Stands Before Spring

Speaking at the OSU Seed and 
Cereal Crop Production Meeting 
in Salem January 8, OSU Extension 
Weed Management Specialist Andy 
Hulting said growers should consider 
one more herbicide application in 
the next week or so to clean up 
stands before spring.
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When looking at nutrient management in grass seed, the most 
important ingredient and most crucial to manage properly is 
nitrogen, according to Oregon State University Extension Soil 
Fertility Specialist Amber Moore.

And putting down too much nitrogen can sometimes lead to 
issues down the road.

Speaking at the Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production 
Meeting in Salem January 8, Moore cautioned growers from 
automatically applying the high-end of recommended rates.

“Let’s all remember that more nitrogen means more acidification,” 
Moore said. “The more ammonia-based fertilizer you put on, the 
more nitrification you are going to get, the more hydrogens are 
going to be produced, the more acidic your soil is going to become. 
So, if you are really pouring on that urea or ammonium, the more 
your pH is going to drop and the more lime that you are going to 
have to put on in the fall to bring the pH back up.

“The other thing to remember is that more nitrogen does not 
necessarily mean more grass seed yield,” she said. “It more often 
means more forage yield. So, you have to make sure that you get on 
just enough nitrogen that you get good forage growth to support 
seed growth, but then to back off. Otherwise, you just get a whole 
lot of forage production and not as much seed production.

“In a nutshell, too much nitrogen could cause you some problems,” 
she said.

For tall fescue, Moore said 
recommended rates are 
between 100 and 140 pounds 
per acre, with a potential 
starting date of February 9, or 
five days before 200 growing 
degree days.

For perennial ryegrass, 
recommended rates are 
between 120 to 160 pounds 
per acre, with a starting date 
of 200 growing degree days, 
or typically around Valentine’s 
Day.

For both species, the recommended cutoff date is no later than 
the first week of April. Optimally, growers should have their 
applications down by St. Patrick’s Day, she said.

For annual ryegrass, recommended rates are 100 to 140 pounds of 
nitrogen per acre, with a starting date of mid-March and a closing 
date of mid-April.

“The big reason for the later starting date is because in a lot of 
cases, you can’t get into annual ryegrass fields until mid-March,” 
Moore said. “So, basically, when it comes to annual ryegrass, (the 
starting date) is whenever you can get into the field.”

Too Much Nitrogen Can Be Problematic
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Soil Fertility Specialist

International trade and transportation 
issues in agriculture will be among 
topics discussed by keynote presenter 
Curtis Robinhold, executive director of 
the Port of Portland, at Dunn Carney’s 
11th Annual Ag Summit, January 25 at 
the Salem Convention Center.

According to Dunn Carney, the summit 
will include presentations and panel 
discussions on a tool box of tips for farmers and ranchers about: 
complying with surprise inspections by the FDA; recognizing 
business and intellectual property issues in ag; protecting land 
value through environmental management and water-rights 

preservation; saving Oregon estate tax payments through 
gifting; and increased opportunities through new federal estate 
tax exemptions.

Alexis Taylor, director of the Oregon Department of Agriculture, 
will deliver opening remarks and provide a department overview 
for 2019.

The summit begins at 7:30 a.m. and includes complimentary 
breakfast and lunch, closing at 1:30 p.m.

For more information or to register, go to https://www.
dunncarney.com/news-resources/events-agsummit

The Salem Convention Center is located in Salem at 200 
Commercial Street S.E.

Dunn Carney Ag Summit Set for January 25

https://www.dunncarney.com/news-resources/events-agsummit
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Between cap and trade, the usual run on pesticides, labor and tax 
bills, farm lobbyists are looking at the upcoming 2019 Legislative 
Session as one of the most challenging in recent memory.

At issue is the supermajority Democrats hold in both chambers, 
giving them the opportunity to pass tax increases without a single 
Republican vote.

“That makes (Senator) Betsy Johnson, (D-Scappoose), one of the 
most consequential legislators in Salem this year,” Oregon Farm 
Bureau governmental affairs staffer Jonathan Sandau said at the 
Oregon Seed Growers League’s 78th Annual Convention, December 
11 in Salem.

Sandau characterized Johnson, who is scheduled to chair the 
Ways and Means Committee on the Senate side, as a moderate, 
business-oriented Democrat. “We are going to look for her to 
provide some moderation,” he said.

Without Republican support, Democrats would need all of their 
caucus’ votes when passing tax increases, given that the party 
holds an 18-12 majority, and 18 votes are need to pass tax increases.

Democrats hold a 38-22 advantage in the House, where 36 votes 
are needed to pass tax increases.

Sandau noted that several leading Democrats have called for 
additional revenue in 2019, with most of it earmarked for K-12 
educational reform, including Governor Kate Brown, who called 
for $2 billion of new revenue in her budget, which she released in 
December.

“That is a good chunk of change that is going to take a lot of 
creativity to find,” Sandau said.

Also, Sandau said, additional expenses the state could incur 
through starting up a cap and trade program, are not included in 
that $2 billion figure. And, Sandau said, the creation of a carbon 
policy and the proposal to create a new state agency to oversee the 
carbon market, likely isn’t going to come cheaply.

“It is all going to take resources and more revenue,” he said.

As for where the state 
is likely to go for the 
additional revenue, Sandau 
said lobbyists are keeping 
their eye on several areas, 
including corporate and 
property tax overhauls and 
gross receipts taxes. “We 
will keep an eye out for all of 
those,” he said.

Sandau said farm lobbyists 
also are closely watching for 
legislative encroachments 
on farm production tools, 
such as pesticides.

“Pesticides are going to be a big issue this session,” Sandau said, 
adding that as of early December he had heard discussions of 
proposals to restrict uses of neonicotinoids, glyphosate and 
chlorpyrifos, among other crop protection compounds.

Also, he said water issues, including water-transfer issues, and 
land-use issues, including regarding on-farm solar installations, 
are expected to crop up in 2019, as are tax credit renewals. Also, 
co-existence issues, including potentially more canola legislation 
and issues regarding pesticide drift, could arise again in 2019.

Sandau also pointed out that several issues are in rule-making 
phases that could dramatically impact farm operations, including 
a Willamette Valley reallocation issue, which involve state and 
federal regulators looking at reallocating how water is used in the 
Willamette Basin. According to a current proposal, the amount 
allocated for fish will increase, while agriculture and municipal 
uses will decrease.

“It will take an Act of Congress to get this done and a lot of 
consultation, but it is going to have a huge impact, so keep an eye 
on that,” he said.

Upcoming Session One of Most Challenging in Recent Memory
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THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
mailto:mitchlies@comcast.net
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Connecting with Lawmakers Vital in 2019

Emails are a good way to connect with state legislators, according 
to Jonathan Sandau, state governmental affairs staffer for the 
Oregon Farm Bureau. Getting on the phone and calling, however, 
is better.

“I can tell you that emails are good, but calling is hands-down 
better,” Sandau said at the Oregon Seed League’s 78th annual 
convention, December 11 in Salem.

“I know it is uncomfortable to call – that it can be a little nerve-
racking – but getting on the phone and talking to a staffer and 
letting them know that an issue is really going to impact you, 
especially on the state level, is extremely effective,” Sandau said.

Sandau, who served as a field representative for Congressman 
Kurt Schrader for three years before joining the Farm Bureau 
last February, said the worst thing growers can do is simply not 
respond to calls to action.

“I cannot stress how damaging that is when we’re in the building 
and we’re saying, ‘Hey, this is a big issue,’ and the legislator says, 
‘Well, none of my constituents have reached out to me, so it must 
not be as big an issue as you are trying to make it seem,’” Sandau 
said.

Even signing onto joint emails that will be aggregated by lawmakers 
helps, he said.

“It does get aggregated,” Sandau said, “but that aggregation 
matters. If you have fifty-five folks vocal on one side of a topic, 
and you have one farmer on the other, if you are an elected official 

and you are looking at the folks in your district, it is an unbalanced 
voice.

“So, make sure your voice is heard,” Sandau said. “Make sure you 
are reaching out.”

Sandau mentioned several ways growers can connect with 
lawmakers, including attending town halls, visiting lawmakers in 
their state offices during office hours, calling, emailing, writing 
letters and attending legislative days at the Capitol.

If willing to testify on issues, organizations can help prepare your 
testimony, he said. “There are folks out there, organizations like 
the Farm Bureau and your Seed Council, that will help you write 
testimony,” he said. “It is not as terrifying a process as it seems.”

The Oregon Seed Council is accepting applications for its college 
scholarship program.

Eligible applicants will have some 
connection to the seed industry, 
either a direct connection from 
say growing up on a seed farm, or 
a more discrete connection, such 
as a parent working for a seed 
company.

Any student who is graduating 
from high school in the spring of 

2019 or is in college can apply. There is no requirement to major 
in agriculture or a related field.

Contact the Seed Council at 503-585-1157 for more information 
or to obtain an application. Applications also are available on 
the Council’s website at www.oregonseedcouncil.org/info.

Three scholarship awards are available, one for $2,000; one for 
$1,000; and one for $500.

Deadline to apply is February 28.

Seed Council Accepting Scholarship Applications
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OREGON SEED COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
Qualifications:  Any college bound student who has had a connection to Oregon’s seed industry without 

regard to the area of study. 

 
Please type or print legibly in dark ink.  Illegible applications will not be considered.  Please attach a 

copy of transcripts or a copy of SAT scores if you are entering from high school. 

 
Application deadline March 1.  Use this application form or go to the following website to complete a 

scholarship application form:  http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org 

 
Finalist interviews will be held in the Albany, Oregon area.  Finalists will be notified and interviews 

scheduled prior to that day. 

 
Return applications to:  Roger Beyer, Oregon Seed Council, 494 State St., Suite 220 Salem, Oregon 97301   

Applicant Information 

Full Name:  
 

 Date:  

 Last 
First 

M.I.   

 
Permanent Address:  

 

 Street Address 

Apartment/Unit # 

 
 

  

City 

State ZIP Code 

 
Phone:  

E-mail:  

 
Parent Guardian Names:  

Hometown Newspaper  
Education 

HIGH SCHOOL OR EQUIVELANT: 

School Attended:  

  
Address:  

 
Expected Graduation Date:  

Cumulative High School GPA:  

 
SAT Scores  

 

 
MATH 

VERBAL 

 
COLLEGE: 

College Attended:  
Address:  

 
Cumulative College GPA:  Last Term College GPA:  

 

 

Total expected college credits at end of this school year:  

 
Mailing address during school year  

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/info
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KGW meteorologist Rod Hill said in December that odds are 
Oregon will be in an El Niño weather system this year.

“Generally speaking, the scientific community, led by the 
National Weather Service and NOAA, overwhelmingly say that 
we are going to be getting into a weak to moderate El Niño this 
winter,” Hill said at the 78th annual convention of the Oregon Seed 
League, December 10 in Salem. “And if you look at what the jet 
stream patterns have been doing … it would seem that we are 
definitely on track for an El Niño.”

El Nino typically is characterized by warmer and drier than normal 
winter weather conditions in the Pacific Northwest, although that 
can alter dramatically depending on the system’s severity.

“There are vast differences between a strong, weak and a 
moderate El Niño,” Hill said. “In the weak to moderate year that 
we are expecting, near normal (conditions) would be the best 
guess (for the Northwest).”

Hill also said he wouldn’t be surprised if Western Oregon had a 
wet spring.

“Models are showing a wet, 
soggy spring, with March, 
April, May, maybe even 
June all being cooler than 
normal months with above 
average precipitation,” Hill 
said.

He added that conditions 
last year were dry from April 
15 through October 15.

“That is unheard of,” he 
said.

Hill forecasted the snowpack to come in at 66 percent of normal 
this year, and said the water year precipitation will likely be 
normal to just below.

He also predicted a warm January, which to date looks spot on.

 

El Niño Predicted to Bring Near Normal Conditions
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Calendar

2019
January 16 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Meeting, 8 a.m., Linn County Fair & Expo Center, Albany

January 22   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

January 25  DUNN Carney Ag Summit, Salem Convention Center, 200 Commercial St. S.E., 7:30 a.m. January 30      
 Union-Baker County Growers Meeting, OSU Extension Union County Conference Room,  
 10507 North McAlister Road, La Grande, 8 a.m. 

February 6     Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville

February 11     Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St, Salem

February 19         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

February 21         Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

February 26   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

Rod Hill, KGW meteorologist


