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There will be more annual ryegrass and tall fescue seed acres in 
Oregon this summer than last, according to a survey conducted 
by the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service, but far fewer 
acres than historical highs.

Survey results show tall fescue seed acres will increase from 
121,000 in 2018 to 130,000 in 2019. Annual ryegrass acres will 
increase from 110,000 to 115,000. Perennial ryegrass seed acres, 
conversely, continued their decline, dropping from 75,000 in 2018 
to 67,000 in 2019. 

Kentucky 31 acres are expected to increase from 10,000 acres in 
2018 to 12,000 acres in 2019.

Total acreage of Oregon grown ryegrass and tall fescue seed is 
expected to increase from 316,000 acres in 2018 to 324,000 acres 
in 2019.

A further break out shows that 107,000 of the 130,000 acres of tall 
fescue seed are planted to turf varieties, with 23,000 planted to 
forage varieties.

NASS also reported on irrigated acres and acres under contract 
this year for the first time. Survey results show that of the 115,000 
acres of annual ryegrass available for harvest this summer, 55,000 
are being grown under contract, and only 2,000 are being grown 
under irrigation.

Fifty-seven thousand of the 67,000 acres of perennial ryegrass seed 
available for harvest in 2019 are being grown under contract, and 
more than half, 32,000 acres, are being grown under irrigation.

Seventy-three percent of the tall fescue seed acres are being grown 
under contract this year. Total irrigated acreage of tall fescue was 
not calculated due to insufficient data, NASS reported.

Perennial ryegrass acres have dropped precipitously in the last five 
years, falling from just under 110,000 acres in 2015 to this year’s 
figure of 67,000, a decline of 40 percent. According to last year’s 
survey, 77,000 acres were planted to perennial ryegrass in 2017.

Despite strong prices, turf type tall fescue acres have declined from 
125,000 acres in 2015 to this year’s figure of 107,000, a decline of 
15 percent, while forage type tall fescue seed acres have increased 
from 16,000 in 2015 to the 23,000 acres available for harvest in 
2019, a 30 percent increase.

K-31 acres have stayed about the same over the past five years.

Annual ryegrass seed acres have decreased over the last several 
years, dropping from 125,000 acres available for harvest in 2015 to 
the 115,000 acres available for harvest this summer.

In all, there were 375,000 acres planted to ryegrass and tall fescue 
seed in Oregon in 2015, compared to 324,000 acres available this 
year, a decline of 14 percent.

According to current and past seed organization leaders, in the 
early- to mid-2000s, Oregon was home to upwards of 480,000 acres 
of grass seed.
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OREGON GRASS SEED ACRES UP 3 PERCENT FROM 2018 

Total acreage of Oregon grown Ryegrass and Tall Fescue increased to 324,000 acres for harvest in 2019, from 
316,000 acres harvested in 2018. Acreage totals for 2018 were revised from preliminary intentions based on 2019 
survey data for all grass seed types. Growers of tall fescue seed indicated an increase of 8 percent in total acreage 
from 2018.  

Data for acres of seed under contract and irrigated acres are new to the survey this year. Growers indicated that 62 
percent of the 2019 harvested ryegrass acres are under contract, while 73 percent of the tall fescue acres are under 
contract. Total irrigated acreage of ryegrass were reported to be 19 percent of the 2019 crop. Total irrigated 
acreage of tall fescue was not calculated due to insufficient data.   

Grass seed growers indicated that it was a tough fall for fescue due to drier than normal weather. Lack of rain 
meant slow crop recovery from drought conditions. Some slug damage was reported on annual ryegrass. Voles, 
cut worms, geese, and mice were prevalent in many fields.  

Special thanks go to the Oregon Ryegrass Growers Seed Commission, Oregon Tall Fescue Commission, and the 
Oregon Grass Seed Bargaining Association for support of the survey. 

 

(S) – Withheld due to insufficient data. 

 

 

Type of Seed Acres Harvested 
in 2018 

Acres Available  
for Harvest  

in 2019 

Acres of Seed  
Under Contract  

in 2019 

Acres Irrigated or 
to be Irrigated  

in 2019 
Ryegrass Seed:     

Annual 110,000 115,000 55,000 2,000 

Perennial 75,000 67,000 57,000 32,000 

Tall Fescue Seed:      

Turf Type 100,000 107,000 93,000 37,000 

Forage Type 21,000 23,000 9,000 5,000 

K-31 & Other 10,000 12,000 1,000 (S) 



2 

Blackleg, Light Leaf Spot Continue to Threaten Brassicas

Oregon Seed eUpdate

The threat of blackleg and light leaf spot to brassica crops 
apparently is continuing.

In a survey of weeds along the Interstate 5 corridor during April 
of 2016, Oregon State University College of Agricultural Sciences 
graduate students found weeds infected with the two diseases 
from Portland to Ashland.

“You can see blackleg just about to the California border and up 
north to Portland,” said Oregon State University Extension plant 
pathologist Cindy Ocamb. “And then we had quite a few light leaf 
spot (sightings) down to just north of Grants Pass.

“If you have a farm located close to those weedy populations, 
potentially that could be an overwintering source of the 
inoculum,” Ocamb told participants in a Brassica Vegetable and 
Seed Crop meeting, November 26, at the Linn County Extension 
Office in Tangent.

The presence of the two plant diseases on weed populations, 
coupled with their presence on crop residue, has increased the 
difficulties of keeping the diseases out of brassica crops, Ocamb 
said.

The difficulties have been exacerbated in recent years due to an 
increase in brassica seed crop plantings, driven by expanding 
demand in a burgeoning Midwest cover crop market.

At the meeting in Tangent, Ocamb said the first time she saw 
blackleg or light leaf spot in Oregon was in 2014, seventeen years 
after her arrival here. The fungal pathogens that cause both 
diseases are similar in terms of their life cycle and hosts, Ocamb 
said.

Several brassica crops widely grown in Oregon, including radish, 
turnip, broccoli, cauliflower and mustard, are among plants 
highly susceptible to the diseases. Also, Ocamb said, susceptibility 
is apparent in brassicas being produced for seed or vegetable 
markets.

“It doesn’t matter if it is seed crop or a vegetable crop, if the plant is 
in the ground during the cool, wet period, it is susceptible to these 
diseases,” she said.

In her recent work, Ocamb has identified several weed and 
flower species as susceptible to the diseases, including some not 
previously recorded in literature, such as curve pod yellow cress, 
candytuft and wallflower.

“So, we do have concern with not just the crops,” Ocamb said. 
“We have found a number of hosts in Western Oregon that were 
infected with blackleg, and quite a few of those had light leaf spot. 
So, we have a good plant mixing pot.”

The diseases can be seedborne or splashed from one plant to 
another by rain and at certain stages of development can be 
transmitted from one plant to another by wind.

“Once you have an ascospore land on the leaf, you will have the 
development of a lesion,” Ocamb said. Diseases spread from 
foliage to stems, where they result in cankers, which stunt plant 
growth and lower crop yields.

The diseases, particularly light leaf spot, can be difficult to spot 
in a field, Ocamb said. “After plants get infected, it takes a while 
to develop symptoms, so it can be easy to overlook,” Ocamb said.

Still, Ocamb urged growers to scout brassica fields regularly 
during susceptible periods, particularly when it is cool and moist, 
and look for leaf spots.

Other management techniques to minimize losses include 
rotating out of brassicas for at least three years to allow infected 
crop residue to dissipate. And avoid planting within one-quarter 
of a mile of a field that was found with either of the diseases the 
previous year.

Also, plant treated seed that has been tested and found to be free 
of blackleg, she said. And, if necessary, treat with a registered 
fungicide or a hot-water treatment.

Ocamb said more information on the diseases can be found in 
the OSU Extension publication PNW Plant Disease Management 
Handbook.

She urged western Oregon growers having difficulty identifying 
disease symptoms to mail suspected infected crop residues to her 
in a paper bag at 2082 Cordley Hall; OSU; Corvallis, OR 97331.

“Blackleg can go from 1 percent of the stand to 100 percent in 
four weeks,” Ocamb said, indicating growers should not treat the 
diseases lightly.

Light leaf spot at a later stage of development on a Brassica seed plant.
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Progress Being Made on Weed Control Issues in Clover

Oregon Seed eUpdate

Oregon State University researchers are making progress on 
solving some problematic weed control issues in clover seed 
production, according to Extension Weed Management Specialist 
Andy Hulting.

Speaking at the 2019 Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting 
in February, Hulting said research with some older chemistry 
currently not registered in clover grown for seed is showing good 
results on dock species. And, he said, indications are that one of 
the products, Asulox, may soon be registered for use on clover in 
Oregon.

“We had a very productive meeting just within the last ten days 
with the representatives of UPL and they remain very supportive 
of Asulox use in clover grown for seed,” he said at the February 
6 meeting. “So, I think we can get something done with this 
product.”

Asulox has shown good activity on dock species, including curly 
dock, broadleaf dock and red or sheep sorrel, he said. “It does not 
control some other broadleaf weeds, such as buckhorn plantain 
and cat’s ear dandelion, but it does control dock.”

Research has shown that timing is critical when using Asulox, 
Hulting said, with January and February applications showing 
the most promise.

“Applications made in late spring result in way 
too much clover injury,” he said. “This is not 
something you can delay and put out there in 
March and expect to get a good yield.”

Conversely, he said, applications made 
too early will result in inadequate 
control.

Similarly, research into 2,4-DB, another 
candidate for registration in clover grown for seed, 
also is showing good results on dock, Hulting said.

Hulting noted that applications in February and 
March are showing good results with 2,4-DB. 
“Applications in that timing window seem to be very 
safe on established clover,” he said.

Hulting and his assistant, Kyle Roerig, tried splitting 
applications with both 2,4-DB and Asulox, but found 
no benefit in doing so.

“A one-time shot of either of these products gives 
you the best control of dock,” he said.

Hulting added that seed-quality tests have shown 
the products don’t impact germination in clover. 
And, he said, the researchers believe use in white 
clover grown for seed could be a possibility.

“Hopefully, this progress continues to move forward, so we can get 
you those tools,” he said.

Hulting also reported that efforts to expand the application 
window for Diuron in red clover seed production have proven 
fruitful.

Research has shown that applying Diuron in January or February, 
well past the former cutoff date of December 15, proved safe to 
established red clover and seedling red clover that has been 
planted and growing for at least four months.

“So, based on that three years of data, we approached Atama 
about changing their Diuron labels, and just in the last ten days, 
we now have two new 24c Diuron labels for use in red clover seed 
production,” Hulting said.

The product now can be used on red clover that is either established 
or seedling clover that has been in the ground for at least four 
months, he said. The new cutoff date for Diuron applications is 
March 1.

“I would feel pretty good about Diuron applications in January 
and early February, depending on the year,” Hulting said. “So, if 
you’ve got some seedling clover that is pretty well established, or 
you are in a field where you know you are going to have another 
flush of grass weeds, this might be an option for you.

“Hopefully that can meet your 
needs for use of Diuron in red 

clover,” he said.

Hulting said he and 
Roerig also are looking 

at alternatives to 
paraquat.

“I can see that this product 
isn’t going to be hanging 

around forever, so I’m trying 
to get out in front of that issue with 

some viable replacements,” he said. 
To date, Chateau, now labeled for 

use in established clover, is looking 
good, he said.

“I recommend this product. At that four-ounce rate, 
it should give you good residual control of a lot of our 

problematic broadleaf weeds,” he said. “There is going to be 
some postemergence activity, as well. You should be able to 
tankmix it with your current burndown program and it is going 
to give you some residual control of some of our problem weeds.

“We also have the Aim label,” he said, “which is new within 
the last couple of years for both dormant applications and as a 
harvest aid in clovers.”
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International Herbage Conference Comes to Oregon

Registration is now open for the 2019 International Herbage 
Conference, scheduled for May 12-19  in Oregon.

This is the first time the conference has been in Oregon in more 
than thirty years, and OSU Extension agent Nicole Anderson is 
encouraging growers and others in the seed industry to attend 
all or part of the proceedings. Specifically, she said, Industry Day, 
May 15, is designed for growers to attend.

“Part of the day will be focused on invited keynote speakers that 
we think will be interesting for our local seed industry to hear from 
and interact with,” Anderson said. Industry Day will take place in 
Corvallis. The afternoon of Industry Day will include a field day at 
OSU’s Hyslop Research Farm.

Registration for the single day is $75 if registering before April 29. 
Registration for the full conference is $495.

The International Herbage Seed Group, which puts on the 
conference, was started in 1978 “to encourage cooperation and 
communication between workers actively engaged in herbage 
seed production research.”

Oregon has long been represented in the group. David Chilcote, a 
former seed crop physiologist at Oregon State University, served 
as chairman of the Herbage Seed Group in the 1980s; former OSU 
Extension Seed Specialist Bill Young served as president in the 
early 2000s; and OSU seed crop physiologist Tom Chastain is the 
group’s current president.

Anderson serves as co-editor of the group’s newsletter.

The group rotates its biennial conference. The last two have been 
held in Argentina and China, respectively.

“Oregon is the largest seed producing region in the world, so 
people are really looking forward to getting back here for an 
overdue visit,” said Anderson.

More information and registration information for the conference 
can be found by going to https://ihsg2019.org/registration/.

Calendar

April 9         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

April 23   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

April 25         Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

May 14-16 International Herbage Conference, for information visit: https://ihsg2019.org/registration

 

 
 

International Herbage Seed Group Industry Day   Wednesday, May 15th 2019 
 

for  Turf and forage grass and legume seed producers and industry representatives 
International Seed Production Symposium (morning) LaSells Stewart Center, Corvallis.  Keynote speakers present opportunities and challenges for future seed production systems.

OSU Hyslop Farm Field Day (afternoon) Visit agronomic trials in grass seed crops,  weed management,  harvest efficiency, BYDV and choke disease updates, seed yield potential of clover and vetch varieties.
Equipment Show (afternoon) View new swathers, combines, tractors and interact with company representatives. 

 Catered lunch at Hyslop Farm (noon) 
 

Registration ($75) now open! Please register by May 8th at  https://ihsg2019.org  For more information:  503-553-9922 
 

Dr. William 
Meyer, Rutgers 
University, USA 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Carol 
Mallory-Smith, 
Oregon State 
University, USA 
 
 
 
 

Richard 
Chynoweth, 
Foundation for 
Arable 
Research, NZ 
 
 
 

Dr. René  
Gislum,  
Aarhus 
University, 
Denmark  

 
Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials without discrimination based on age, color, national origin, religion, 

sex, gender identity or expression, genetic information, sexual orientation, disability, marital status or veteran’s status. Oregon State University is an equal            

opportunity employer.  Accommodation requests related to a disability should be made by Sunday, May 5 to Nicole Anderson at 503.553.9922.  

Breeding Cool Season Turfgrasses with Improved      Disease and Stress Tolerance and Improved Seed Yield

Herbicide Resistance in Herbage Seed Crops: A Global Perspective

Potential for Quantum Leaps Forward in AgronomicManagement

Digitalisation in Herbage Grass Seed Production and Research – Opportunities and Challenges

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

https://ihsg2019.org/registration
https://ihsg2019.org/registration
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

