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ZP Baits Get Two Week Extension

Beginning this month, grass seed growers will have an extra 
two weeks to apply zinc phosphide pellets above ground for 
vole control.

The Oregon Department of Agriculture has extended the 
deadline for above-ground application of HACCO/Prozap Zinc 
Phosphide Oat Bait, Bell/ZP Rodent Bait AG, Motomco/ZP AG 
Pellets and HACCO/Prozap Zinc Phosphide Pellets from August 
31 to September 15.

According to an ODA 
announcement, department 
officials agreed to the changes after 
meeting with representatives of the 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, Oregon State University 
Extension and the Oregon seed 
industry.

“Due to other field work demands 
during late summer, growers 
find it very difficult to meet 
an August 31 deadline for zinc 
phosphide applications,” wrote 
David Priebe, state registration 
specialist for ODA, in the June 20 
announcement. He added that 
extending the deadline to mid-
September would encompass more 
of the period of active vole feeding 
and still provide an adequate 
margin of safety to migratory 

geese, which are just beginning to return to Oregon in mid- to 
late-September.

“This was a good collaborative effort between the agencies, 
OSU Extension and industry,” said Steve Salisbury, research 
and regulatory coordinator for the Oregon seed industry. “This 
two-week extension may seem like a small thing, but it is really 
a big deal for growers and their ability to achieve better vole 
control in grass seed fields.”

Label restrictions are in place to protect migratory geese.

The new labels allow above ground use of the vole baits 
between April 30 and September 15. The labels expire April 30 
of 2020, but are expected to be renewed prior to the expiration 
date.

“ This was a good 

collaborative effort 

between the agencies, 

OSU Extension and 

industry. This two-week 

extension may seem 

like a small thing, but 

it is really a big deal 

for growers and their 

ability to achieve better 

vole control in grass 

seed fields.” 
 
Steve Salisbury,  
Research & Regulatory 
Coordinator, Oregon 
Seed Industry

Vole burrows and damage in an established white clover field.
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An international program that exposes farmers and other 
agribusiness professionals to innovative farming practices 
around the world has opened the application process for 2020 
scholarships.

According to a press release, prospective Nuffield International 
Farming Scholars are people in agriculture with desires to 
explore the global industry and find new best practices and 
insight they can bring back home with them.

Nuffield International Scholars are typically between the ages 
of 25 and 45 with direct engagement in the agriculture industry, 
according to the release.

Applications for the 2020 program are due by September 30. 
In-person interviews will take place between late October and 
early November, with scholars announced in December.

Upon selection, Nuffield International Scholars travel the 
world, participating in large- and small-group study tours. The 

experience begins in March 2020, with a one-week Nuffield 
International Contemporary Scholars Conference in Australia. 
From there, scholars undertake a six-week travel program in 
either March/April or June/July 2020.

Scholars also complete an additional eight weeks of travel 
focused on an individual study area, where they investigate a 
contemporary topic in agriculture. A report is then submitted 
by each Nuffield Scholar.

With a program history that dates to 1947, Nuffield Scholars 
are globally recognized leaders in agriculture. “Through this 
experience, Nuffield International Scholars are equipped with 
experiences and knowledge to effect progressive change in the 
agriculture industry and their local communities,” the release 
states.

To learn more about the program, go to  
https://nuffieldinternational.org.

Zidua Labeled for Grasses Grown for Seed

Grass seed growers have a new option for broadleaf and grass 
weed control in their fall herbicide program.

The Oregon Department of Agriculture in June approved a 
supplemental label allowing the use of Zidua herbicide on 
perennial ryegrass and tall fescue grown for seed.

The label restricts the use to established perennial ryegrass and 
tall fescue in areas west of the Cascade mountains. Established 
grass is defined on the Zidua label as having gone through one 
seed harvest.

The supplemental label is the second for a pyroxasulfone 
product on grasses grown for seed. Last November, Fierce, 
a premix of pyroxasulfone and flumioxazin manufactured 
by Valent, was approved for use on grasses. The sole active 
ingredient in Zidua, a BASF product, is pyroxasulfone.

Efforts to clear the active ingredient for use in grass seed date 
back to 2011, when Oregon State University first submitted 
performance data on pyroxasulfone in grass seed to the IR-4 
Project. Not until last October, however, did EPA establish 
tolerances for the active ingredient.

Pyroxasulfone fits well in fall weed-control programs in grasses 
grown for seed, according to Oregon State University Extension 
Weed Management Specialist Andy Hulting. The preemergence 
herbicide provides excellent control of annual ryegrass, 
including biotypes with multiple resistance, annual bluegrass, 

roughstalk bluegrass, 
rattail fescue and some 
small seeded broadleaf 
weeds.

Hulting added that 
growers should 
consider tank mixing 
pyroxasulfone with 
a postemergence 
herbicide if they are 
looking to control 
emerged grass weeds.

Hulting will be providing 
growers a presentation 
of fall weed control 
options at the Oregon 
State University 
Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meetings, 
September 18 in Salem and Albany, and September 19 in 
Forest Grove. The Salem session is being held at Roth’s Grocery 
Story, 1130 Wallace Road, West Salem, beginning at 8:30 a.m.; 
the Albany session is being held at the Linn County Fair and 
Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, beginning at 1:30 p.m.; 
the Forest Grove session is being held at the Elk’s Lodge, 2810 
Pacific Avenue, beginning at 8:30 a.m.

International Farm Scholars Program Taking Applications

https://nuffieldinternational.org
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The Oregon State University Extension Cereal and Seed Crop 
Production Meetings this month will provide growers looks 
at soil fertility, winter wheat management and fall weed 
management.

The meetings also include a presentation by Rene Gislum of 
Aarhus University in Denmark, the current president of the 

International Herbage Seed Group. Gislum will speak on digital 
advancements in seed production.

North Willamette Valley Extension field crops agent Nicole 
Anderson will provide an update on winter wheat varieties 
and provide management recommendations for the crop, 
while Mid-Valley field crops agent Betsy Verhoeven will 
address whether straw management practices affect soil health 
properties.

Also, on the agenda, OSU Extension agent Will Jessie 
will provide a presentation on seasonal monitoring and 
management of key pests. And the sessions include an 
introduction of the new OSU research and teaching weed 
specialist Caio Brunharo.

Two meetings are scheduled on September 18, a morning 
session in Salem that begins at 8:30 a.m. and an afternoon 
session in Albany that begins at 1:30 p.m. One meeting is 
scheduled the following day, September 19, in Forest Grove, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m.

The Salem session is being held at Roth’s Grocery Store, 1130 
Wallace Road, West Salem; the Albany session is being held at 
the Linn County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road; 
the Forest Grove session is being held at the Elk’s Lodge, 2810 
Pacific Avenue.

Oregon Department of Agriculture pesticide recertification 
credits will be available.

Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Meetings Offer Full Agenda
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OSU Extension Weed Management Specialist Andy Hulting, pictured 

at a past OSU Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 

will provide growers a presentation on fall weed control at Extension 

meetings this month.

Calendar

August 27   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

September 12         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

September 18         OSU Extension Seed & Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Roth’s Grocery Store, 1130 Wallace Rd, Salem

September 18         OSU Extension Seed & Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 1:30 p.m., Linn County Fair & Expo, 3700 Knox Butte Rd, Albany

September 19         OSU Extension Seed & Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Elk’s Lodge, 2810 Pacific Ave, Forest Grove

September 24   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

September 25     Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

October 7     Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St, Salem

October 16     Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s, 1130 Wallace Rd NW, Salem

October 22   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

November 26   Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

December 4         Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

December 9     Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Salem Conference Center

December 9-10  Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Conference Center, Salem, Oregon.  
 Visit seedleague.org for more information

December 19     Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
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THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues,  
please visit:  http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

Sharon Davidson of Agri Seed Testing in Salem has received the 
Oregon Seed Association’s Honorary Life Membership Award.

“There has never been a more deserving recipient of the OSA 
Honorary Life Member Award,” immediate past president 
Jake Sockfleth said in presenting the award to Davidson at the 
association’s annual convention in June. “Your involvement 
and advice that you offer to the OSA over the years have been 
invaluable. You have always been the voice of reason when OSA 
debates issues involving seed testing.”

Davidson started Agri Seed Testing in 1983 when she was just 24 
years old and has since become a leader in both the domestic 
and international seed testing industries.

“On the international stage, her yearly reviews and 
contributions play a critical role in shaping the U.S. position 
on the International Seed Testing Association’s rule proposals,” 
said Ernest Allen, director of the USDA Agricultural Marketing 
Service’s Seed Regulatory and Testing Division.

“Sharon has not only raised the standards for Agri Seed Testing, 
she has raised the standards for the entire industry,” said Steve 
Tubbs of Turf Merchants, Inc. “Sharon has influenced multiple 
associations with her multiple testing procedures.”

“I can’t think of anyone that is more deserving of this award than 
Sharon,” said former Oregon Department of Agriculture official 
Jim Cramer.

Davidson grew up on a farm in St. Paul, Oregon, and graduated 
from Oregon State University. Her company, which samples 

on average around 14,000 samples a year, has fifteen full-time 
employees.

Davidson is a past president of the Society of Commercial Seed 
Technologists, a former Oregon Seed Association Person of the 
Year, a former Oregon Seed Council Seedsman of the Year, as 
well as an Anna Lute Award recipient from the Front Range Seed 
Analysts. 

Davidson Takes Home OSA Membership Award
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Sharon Davidson accepts the Oregon Seed Association’s 2019 

Honorary Life Membership Award from Immediate Past President 

Jake Stockfleth at OSA’s annual convention in June.

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update

