
1 

A Newsletter from the Oregon Seed Council ISSUE #60  •  JANUARY 2020

eUpdate
Oregon

SeedSeed eUpdate
Market Retention a Balancing Act

Oregon growers need to keep a tight balance of acres and prices if 
they hope to dissuade other regions from coming in and stealing 
markets.

That was the message of James Schneider, president and CEO of 
Barenbrug U.S.A. in Tangent.

“We’ve got to find a balance with price and movement to keep 
production in Oregon,” Schneider said. “We’ve got to make sure 
we are selling it at the right prices and have a market for it.”

Schneider cited several instances where domestic production 
outside of Oregon and foreign production came in and stole 
markets from Oregon growers, including the prized Chinese 
market, which turned to Argentina and Uruguay for its annual 
ryegrass purchases in 2019 and is expected to do so again in 2020.

“Argentina stole the market in China,” Schneider said. “And they 
will have another crop this spring.”

Schneider estimated the U.S. lost between 30 and 40 percent of its 
former annual ryegrass market share in China in 2019.

On the domestic front, as tall fescue prices have increased, so too 
have acres outside of Oregon. “In 2016, 95 percent of (turf-type) 
tall fescue acres were in Oregon, while 4.5 percent were outside 
the area,” he said. “But, as prices have increased, as the money 
looks good to other farmers, in 2019, almost sixteen percent of tall 
fescue acres were outside of Oregon.”

Schneider’s emphasis on the need to strike a balance between 
price and movement was part of a sweeping presentation at the 
Oregon Seed League’s 2019 meeting, December 9 in Salem, in 
which he looked at economic forces in and outside of agriculture, 
the health of the Oregon seed industry, as well as global markets 
for grass seed.

In general, Oregon seed growers are faring quite well, Schneider 
said, particularly in comparison to other farmers in the U.S.

“Ag in general is in a recession and there is downward pressure 
still on commodities, and balance sheets are starting to get thin,” 
Schneider said. “But counter to what is happening across the U.S., 
the nursery and grass seed growers here should be happy. Grower 
balance sheets are fairly healthy.”

The ability of Oregon growers to grow a multitude of crops is a 
benefit, Schneider pointed out. “In Oregon, we are lucky, because 
we have so many crops we can grow, unlike in the Midwest.”

That said, with labor in short supply, the imposing threat of cap and 
trade legislation, a new business activities tax and other politically 
driven impediments, Oregon growers face challenges, he said.

Still, grass seed growers have fared well in recent years. 
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According to the latest figures from the National Agricultural 

Statistics Service, the farmgate value of grass seed increased $62 

million dollars between 2017 and 2018, moving the total farmgate 

value of the industry up to $517 million, which ranks grass seed as 

the fourth most valuable commodity produced in Oregon, behind 

only greenhouse and nursery, cattle and calves, and hay.

Crops like hazelnuts and blueberries, crops that are said to 

be taking acres out of grass seed, rank well back of grass seed, 

Schneider pointed out, both in numbers of acres and in farmgate 

value. Blueberries, for example, ranked ninth in value in 2018, 

bringing in $180 million, while hazelnuts were thirteenth, 

bringing in $91 million.

“We hear that hazelnuts, blueberries and hemp are taking over 

acres,” he said. “Yes, this is true, but compared to the total 

production acres of grass seed, there is no question that for the 

foreseeable future, grass seed is here to stay.”

As for market forces affecting grass seed, Schneider said there 

are several plusses, including that the golf course overseeding 

market is rebounding from the lows it experienced during and 

immediately after the Great Recession.

“We are seeing that Bermuda courses in the Southwest are pretty 

much all overseeding now,” he said. “And there seems to be a 

slight uptick in overseeding in the Southeast, which is a good 

thing that could drive additional demand.”

Also, he said, the U.S. economy is healthy and consumers have 

money to spend on lawns.

That said, movement last spring and fall was not particularly 

strong, primarily because of weather conditions. Both started 

strong, but shut off fast, he said.

“There were very narrow windows in 2019,” Schneider said. 

“Spring shut off way too early and ended about average. It wasn’t 

a bad spring, but it shut off way too early. And fall ended average 

to down, also because of a short window. Fall was not terrible, but 

it wasn’t great.”

In breaking down markets for 

individual species, Schneider 

noted that turf-type tall fescue 

is soft, primarily because 

a lack of fall consumption 

has contributed to some 

carryover.

“Kentucky bluegrass is pretty 

firm,” he said, because of low 

beginning inventories and 

low yields.

“Perennial ryegrass is stable,” 

he said. “Off-grade lots are 

still available, but we are not seeing the same amount of off-

grade lots as we saw in 2014 through 2016. The pile of off-grade 

lots is cleaning up, and high quality lots (TQ and above) are much 

tighter than in recent years.”

Annual ryegrass is soft, he said, because of slow movement 

coupled with high inventory and additional crop coming off out 

of Argentina.

Fine fescues are firm on proprietaries and stable on commons, 

he said.

As for forages, Kentucky 31 is soft. “The ODA investigation has 

obviously played a role in that.”

Forage tall fescue is stable. Forage perennial ryegrass is stable, 

he said. Brassicas are stable. White clover is stable to firm. Red 

clovers are stable to firm. “There was a decline in yield, but there 

is still some carryover and international production is a wildcard 

(in red clovers),” he said.

Overall, Schneider said he is optimistic that the spring market will 

be strong, but noted a lot of that depends on weather.

“We don’t know what the weather is going to do, but spring 2020 

could be really good,” he said.

Market Retention a Balancing Act, continued

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.
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To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues,  
please visit:  http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 
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Plant growth regulators, or PGRs, are some of the best tools 
growers have for increasing yields in grass seed crops, according 
to a veteran Oregon State University Extension agent.

Speaking at the Oregon Seed League’s annual meeting in Salem 
December 9, field crops agent Nicole Anderson said that yield 
increases of 25 percent are common when using PGRs. “Other 
than adding nitrogen fertilizer and irrigation, there aren’t a lot of 
other things you guys can do to make yield increases happen like 
that,” Anderson said.

As with most crop inputs, however, applying product at the proper 
timing and the right rates are key to tapping the full potential 
available in PGRs.

In general, Anderson said, too early is better than too late when it 
comes to applying a PGR, particularly when it comes to perennial 
ryegrass.

“You don’t want to be waiting until flag leaf or early head emergence, 
like you might in tall fescue,” Anderson said regarding application 
timing of Palisade EC, one of two plant growth regulators currently 
registered in grass seed crops. “You need to be putting it on at the 
two-node stage. It needs to go on early.”

“Tall fescue is more forgiving than perennial ryegrass,” Anderson 
noted. “You will get responses at two nodes, but you also will get 
responses by making that application all the way up to very early 
head emergence.”

Again, however, it is better to be early than too late. “It is more 
forgiving than perennial, but that doesn’t mean you should wait 
super long,” she said. “I think we often leave yield on the table when 
growers wait until ten percent head emergence to get started.”

As for rates, according to multiple years of research data, in 
perennial ryegrass, rates of three pints to the acre can lead to yield 
increases of 25 to 50 percent when applied at the proper timing. 
Conversely, tall fescue responds well at much lower rates, showing 
significant yield increases at a pint-and-a-half to the acre.

As for the fine fescues, in creeping red, growers should use a higher 
rate than in tall fescue, and, again, they need to get the product 
on early, Anderson said. Chewings fescue is more similar to tall 
fescue in that it doesn’t need as much product to maximize yield, 
she said.

In orchardgrass, according to new data, a pint-and-a-half of 
Palisade applied at two different growth stages showed an average 
yield increase of 36 percent. Yield increases from the earlier 
application, done at two nodes or growth stage 32, were slightly 

higher than yield increases from the later application, which was 
done at growth stage 51.

Anderson also in recent years has researched whether there is an 
interaction between nitrogen and PGRs. Between her trials and 
others done in Oregon and elsewhere, Anderson said it is apparent 
that PGRs when used without nitrogen do not have much effect 
on yield.

“In the absence of nitrogen, plant growth regulators don’t work 
well on perennial ryegrass,” Anderson said, “and that is the case 
for most of our grass species, except orchardgrass.”

In a new finding that goes against conventional wisdom, 
Anderson noted that recent research shows PGRs can increase 
yields in annual ryegrass. Anderson will release data on the two-
year project at the Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association’s annual 
meeting in Albany on January 15 at the Linn County Fair and Expo 
Center.

In general, Anderson said PGRs nearly always provide significant 
yield advantages for Oregon grass seed crops.

“Even in dry years, it is rare to find a site that does not significantly 
respond to plant growth regulators,” she said. “And that is pretty 
much consistent across all the species we grow, including, from 
what we’ve recently learned, in the case of annual ryegrass.

“Timing is important,” she added. “Sometimes I think we are going 
on a little bit late. And make sure you are paying attention to rates, 
because there are differences between the species.”

Better Early Than Late With PGRs
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On January 23, seed farmers 40 years old and younger are invited 
to learn about the 2020 Young Farmer Seed Production Tour to 
Denmark in an informational meeting at the Oregon Farm Bureau 
Building in Salem.

In a presentation at Oregon Seed League’s annual meeting in 
Salem on December 10, Jon Iverson said the tour is patterned 
after the Young Farmer Seed Production Tour of New Zealand in 
2016.

“It worked out very well, and we decided to do another one,” he 
said.

Iverson encouraged all who are interested to attend the meeting. 
The tour is tentatively scheduled to run from June 5 to June 12. 
Cost is approximately $2,800, but Iverson said if cost is an issue, 
sponsors may be available to help defray some of the expense.

“We really want you to go if you want to go,” Iverson said.

The tour will start at what is the country’s largest farm fair, the 
Roskilde Farm Fair, and include visits to diversified grass, clover 
and specialty seed production operations. Growers will be able to 
interact with Aarhus University seed researchers and learn about 
precision agricultural technologies, visit DLF headquarters, as 
well as tour a seed cleaning equipment manufacturing plant.

“Much of our seed cleaning equipment is made in Denmark, so 
this will be an opportunity to see what innovations are coming 
down the pike,” Iverson said. “I’m hoping this will be very 
informative.”

Farmers will also be able to spend a day on a farm.

“This will be an opportunity to talk one-on-one with an actual 
grower,” Iverson said, “and get a little understanding of what a 

day on a farm in Denmark is like, what are their challenges, what 
are their concerns.”

Iverson said he and Oregon State University Extension agent 
Nicole Anderson, who are organizing the trip, hope to put 
together a group of 10 to 14 young farmers to participate.

“That seems like a nice group size,” he said. “It is easy for a group 
of that size to talk to researchers and get some one-on-one.”

Iverson encouraged interested farmers to contact him or Nicole 
and to attend the informational meeting. It will be held in the 
Hall of Fame Room, which is located in the basement of the Farm 
Bureau Building, 1320 Capitol St. N.E., Salem. The meeting begins 
at 1:30 p.m.

Iverson can be reached at jon@woodenshoe.com. Anderson can 
be reached at nicole.anderson@oregonstate.edu.

Young Farmer Tour Information Meeting Scheduled
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Calendar

January 7   OSU Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Roth’s Hospitality Center, 1130 Wallace Road, West Salem

January 7    OSU Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 1:30 p.m., Linn County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany

January 8 OSU Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 2810 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove

January 15 Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Annual Meeting, 8 a.m., Linn County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany

January 28  Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

February 5   Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville

February 5  Clover Growers Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, 25425 S.W. 95th Ave., Wilsonville  
 Click to view the clover meeting agenda and registration

February 10  Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St., Salem

February 18  Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

February 20  Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m. Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

February 25  Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany
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Opportunity Zones in rural areas and bankruptcy issues in ag will 
be among the topics discussed at Dunn Carney’s 12th Annual Ag 
Summit, a half-day conference to be held 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 
January 24 at the Salem Convention Center.

Additional topics include water use issues and H2A labor laws. 
Fourteen of Oregon’s major agricultural groups are participating 
organizations in the Ag Summit, including the Oregon Seed 
Council.

Speakers include industry leaders from around the region, as well 
as members of the Dunn Carney Ag Team, who provide farmers, 
ranchers, processors and retailer with an annual update on 
regulatory developments, legal issues and best practices in the 
agriculture industry.

Breakfast and registration begin at 7:30, with presentations 
scheduled to start at 8 a.m. Lunch is served at noon.

There is no charge to attend the event, but people interested in 
doing so are asked to register ahead of time by going to https://
www.dunncarney.com/news-resources/events-agsummit/

For more information, call 503-417-5365.

The Salem Convention Center is located in Salem at 200 
Commercial Street Southeast.

Bankruptcy Issues on Agenda at Dunn Carney Ag Summit

Navneet Kaur, Oregon State University’s new Extension 
entomologist specialist, will provide a presentation on Life After 
Lorsban at the Extension Service’s Winter Seed Crop and Cereal 
Production meetings January 7 and 8 in Salem, Albany and Forest 
Grove. Click here to view the agenda.

Also on hand, field crops Extension agent Nicole Anderson 
will speak on optimizing plant growth regulators in grass seed 
production systems; Extension Soil Fertility Specialist Amber 
Moore will speak on soil analysis and interpretation in the Pacific 
Northwest; OSU seed crop physiologist Tom Chastain will talk 
about what we know about carbon in grass seed crops; and OSU 
Extension Weed Management Specialist Andy Hulting will speak 
on spring weed management in grass seed and wheat crops.

Two meetings are being held on January 7, including a meeting in 
West Salem from 8:30 a.m. to noon at Roth’s Hospitality Center, 
1130 Wallace Road; and a meeting in Albany at the Linn County 
Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, from 1:30 to 5 p.m. 
The January 8 meeting will be held at the Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 
2810 Pacific Avenue, from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

Two Oregon Department of Agriculture Pesticide Recertification 
Credits will be available.

Also on tap this month is the Oregon Ryegrass Growers 
Association’s 59th Annual Meeting. Agenda items include a market 

report panel featuring James Schneider, Nick Bowers and Dustin 
Withee; a straw update featuring Macey Wessels; a session titled 
Turf Talk featuring Alec Kowalewski of Oregon State University; a 
presentation on the Timber Unity movement featuring Mike Pihl; 
a session titled Hemp Talk featuring a panel discussion; and a 
session on plant growth regulators in which OSU Extension agent 
Nicole Anderson said she will reveal new data showing PGRs 
benefit annual ryegrass seed production.

The meeting will be held January 15 at the Linn County Fair and 
Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road in Albany. Registration begins 
at 7:45 p.m. with the first session beginning at 8:30.

Extension, Ryegrass Growers Host January Meetings


