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Last Chance for Preemergence Herbicide Applications

If you are concerned about a flush of grass weeds coming into 
your grasses grown for seed, now’s the time to pull the trigger on a 
final preemergence herbicide application.

The cutoff date for several products is January 31, according to 
Oregon State University Extension Weed Management Specialist 
Andy Hulting, so growers need to act quickly.

Hulting added that in trials in a perennial ryegrass seed field in the 
St. Paul area, he has found that late applications of pyroxasulfone 
herbicides caused little to no plant injury and were very effective.

“For the most part, once we got into April, we saw no injury and 
we were able to get anywhere from 75 to 85 percent control of Poa 
annua from that late application timing,” Hulting said. “And we 
really didn’t see differences in perennial ryegrass seed yield from 
those late applications.”

“If you don’t like the orange color and the burn from the 
flumioxazin component of Fierce, then you should use Zidua, and 
you may or may not put that with glufosinate,” he said.

The sole active ingredient in Zidua is pyroxasulfone, where Fierce 
also contains flumioxazin, or Chateau.

He added that if growers are confident that they are going to 
stay clean, “then maybe you are done with your preemergence 
applications.”

The other tool for grass seed growers still battling grass weeds is 
high rates of glufosinate prior to its April 1 cutoff date.

“You will want to apply it, when the grasses are actively growing, at 
the sixteen-and-a-half to the twenty ounce rate,” he said.

The idea here, he said, isn’t to control the Poa but to prevent it 
from going to seed. He also advised growers to keep in mind the 
one-year grazing restriction in place on glufosinate.

As for broadleaf weed control, Hulting advised growers to stay 
with the nonvolatile materials they have taken to in recent years, 
particularly when spraying next to sensitive crops.

“Please make sure you are taking advantage of these nonvolatile 
materials and please make sure you are treating weeds when 
they are small, rather than when they get large and are difficult to 
control,” he said.

Between Callisto, Huskie, Latigo, Aim and Sharpen growers now 
have a full suite of tools that they can use to get past the volatility 

Last Chance for Preemergence Herbicide Applications ...................1

Deadline to Modify Some Federal Crop Insurance  

Coverage Fast Approaching...........................................................2

Cap and Trade is Back: So is Timber Unity ......................................3

Several Options Available for Grass Weeds in Wheat  ....................4

Calendar .......................................................................................4

Avoid Antagonism in Tank Mixes ...................................................5

OSC Scholarships Available............................................................5

Ag Summit, January 24, 2020 .......................................................6

Continued on page 2



2 

In a press release dated January 14, the USDA Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) reminds farmers in Idaho, Oregon and Washington 
that the final date to purchase or modify federal crop insurance 
coverage on 2020 spring-planted crops is fast approaching. 
Calendar and early fiscal tax filers also have time to purchase the 
Whole-Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP) program policy.

For 2020 spring-planted onions in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, 
and cabbage in Oregon and Washington, the final date to purchase 
or modify crop insurance is February 1. For all other 2020 spring-
seeded crops (excluding wheat in counties with fall- and spring-
planted types) and for farmers who file their taxes on an early 
fiscal or calendar basis the date they can purchase the WFRP is 
March 15. 

Individual yield crop insurance policies provide protection against 
production losses due to natural perils. The WFRP policy provides 
revenue protection, according to the release.

Producers are encouraged to visit their crop insurance agent soon 
to learn specific details for the 2020 crop year, the release stated. 
Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop 
insurance agents. A list of crop insurance agents is available at 
all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. 
Growers can use the RMA Cost Estimator to get a premium amount 
estimate of their insurance needs online.

Learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net 

at www.rma.usda.gov.    F  
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issue, he said. He added that there are some differences between 
the products that growers should consider.

“Callisto makes a lot of sense if you are looking for some soil 
residual activity,” he said. “Huskie is better at controlling the 
Compositae or Asteraceae family of broadleaf weeds, because it 
has bromoxynil in it.

“So, look at your fields and make sure you are selecting the right 
product to maximize your success for broadleaf weed control.

“I think we have done a good job the last couple of years of 
minimizing drift issues and I think it is because of widespread 
adoption of these products,” he said. “You are doing a good job of 
using these things.”

Another positive for growers battling weeds in recent years is the 
ability to use pyroxasulfone and Eptam in baby tall fescue. For 
many years, Hulting said, nothing was labeled for a fall application 

following a spring planting of tall fescue, other than Prowl.

“That has changed now,” he said. “We have Fierce labeled for that 
use and we have Eptam labeled.”

Hulting showed some preliminary trial data at the OSU Seed and 
Cereal Crop Extension meeting in Salem, January 7, that showed 
pyroxasulfone was “very safe to that baby tall fescue crop.”

In the trial, OSU researchers measured efficacy and crop safety of 
both an October and a November application of pyroxasulfone, 
or Fierce. They found better control with the October application 
and no crop injury with either.

“So, if you are planting grass this spring, keep this in the back of 
your mind that you need to be ready to go in late September or 
October with that first rainfall,” he said. “This is a really excellent 

tool and it has good crop safety.”    F

Last Chance for Preemergence Herbicide Applications, continued

Deadline to Modify Some Federal Crop Insurance Coverage Fast Approaching

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans/Whole-Farm-Revenue-Protection
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator-Page
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/
https://www.rma.usda.gov/
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Members of the rural Oregon advocacy group Timber Unity 
learned late in the game last legislative session about a cap and 
trade bill that was headed for passage.

They acted fast. “It took a couple of weeks, but on June 6, we 
had probably 1,500 trucks and tractors there (at the Capitol) and 
we really made a difference,” said Mike Pihl, one of the group’s 
founders. “It is actually one of the biggest rallies in Oregon history.”

The rest of the story is well-known. After House Bill 2020 cleared 
the House, Senate Republicans, in a last-ditch effort, walked out to 
prevent the bill’s passage.

Speaking at the Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association’s 59th Annual 
Meeting January 15 at the Linn County Fair and Expo Center, Pihl 
said the work of rural Oregonians is not done. Supporters of a cap 
and trade policy in Oregon are back with a proposal headed before 
legislators in the February 2020 short session.

“Our next rally is going to be February 6,” Pihl said, “and we need 
to do exactly the same thing, but we need to be about twice as big.”

At issue this year is a revamped version of HB 2020, which at this 
point is called Legislative Concept 19 (LC19). It, Pihl said, is no 
better, and probably worse, than last year’s bill.

“This old House Bill had 98 pages of open-ended phrases,” Pihl 
said. “Now it is 156 pages.”

HB 2020 would have instituted an economy-wide approach to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Oregon to eighty percent 
below 1990 levels by 2050. A forecast by the Legislative Revenue 
Office predicted that the bill’s cost for fuel manufacturers would 
range from nineteen dollars to seventy-two dollars per metric ton 
when the policy would have taken effect, in 2021, and would have 
increased steadily from there. One analysis concluded the bill 
would increase gas prices by twenty-three cents a gallon in 2021 
and by seventy-three cents a gallon by 2030.

The bill’s ability to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, meanwhile, 
would be miniscule, given that Oregon is such a small contributor 
to global greenhouse gas emissions, by some estimates well below 

one-one-hundredth of one percent. Still the bill passed the House, 
ultimately prompting eleven Republican senators to walk out, 
denying Democrats the quorum they needed to pass it.

Like HB 2020, the current proposal includes an emergency clause, 
meaning its provisions will be instituted immediately upon 
passage and it can’t be taken to voters in a ballot initiative.

“This bill will destroy rural Oregon,” Pihl said. “We have to keep 
this rolling. If that bill passes, we are all in serious trouble.

“I’m a busy guy, just like everybody else,” he said. “I don’t really 
have time to do this, but I have made it my mission.

“It is really important that as many of you who can show up on 
February 6.”

The rally starts on the Capitol steps at 10 a.m. More information 
can be obtained by going to https://timberunity.com.

Cap and Trade is Back: So is Timber Unity
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Mike Pihl, speaking at the Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association’s 

annual meeting in Albany January 15, urged rural Oregonians to 

rally against the latest cap-and-trade proposal before the Oregon 

Legislature. The February 6 rally starts at 10 a.m. on the Capitol steps.

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, 
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues,  
please visit:  http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

https://timberunity.com
http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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Growers still looking for control of grass weeds in wheat have 
several options as January comes to a close.

Oregon State University Extension Weed Management Specialist 
Andy Hulting noted the herbicide Axiom is available for application 
in winter wheat, as well as pyroxasulfone products, Zidua, which is 
a BASF product, and Anthem Flex, an FMC product

“I’ve really been liking the pyroxasulfone products for use in 
cereals,” he said.

Growers can use Zidua, a straight-up formulation of pyroxasulfone, 
on spring and winter wheat at rates of 1.75 to 3.25 ounces to 
the acre. “I like that two to three ounces of Zidua,” he added. “It 
really does a good job on a lot of our grass weeds. You can make 
a preplant surface or preemergence or an early postemergence 
application.”

And, he said, growers can make sequential applications of up to 
four ounces of Zidua.

“So, if you’ve got a wheat crop, you’ve already got a preemergence 
out there, but you are feeling like you are going to get another 
flush of grass weeds, you can tankmix another ounce of Zidua or 
so with your postemergence grass products.

“I don’t see any problem in doing that,” Hulting said.

Anthem Flex, a premix of pyroxasulfone and carfentrazone, or 
Aim, also provides some broadleaf weed control.

“Again, it has a similar label, with a wide range of application 
timings that you can take advantage of if you still want to get more 
preemergence product out there on your wheat crop with the 
postemergence grass product,” he said.

Hulting also reminded growers to ensure planting depth is 
adequate. “Often, the most times I see injury from preemergence 

products in wheat it is because of inadequate planting depth. So, 
you are shooting for about an inch to an inch and a half.”

Wheat growers also have several postemergence grass herbicides 
available, including Axial XL, Axial Bold, which is a new Syngenta 
product, Osprey or Osprey Xtra, which is a new Bayer product, 
PowerFlex and GoldSky, all of which can safely be applied with 
preemergence products.

“We haven’t seen any wheat injury or antagonism when we 
combined these preemergence and postemergence products in 
wheat,” he said. “So, if you feel like you are going to get a flush of 
annual bluegrass or roughstalk bluegrass coming on in February 
or you are in a field with a history of bad annual ryegrass and you 
think you need something else out there, this might be an option 
for you.”

Prowl also is labeled for use in wheat. “We’ve found that product to 
be best in conventional till where you can get that Prowl down on 

the bare soil surface,” Hulting said.    F

Several Options Available for Grass Weeds in Wheat
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Calendar

January 24  Dunn Carney Ag Summit, 7:30 a.m., Salem Convention Center, Salem

January 28  Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

February 5   Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville

February 5  Clover Growers Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, 25425 S.W. 95th Ave., Wilsonville  
 Click to view the clover meeting agenda and registration

February 10  Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s Restaurant, 3950 Market St., Salem

February 18  Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

February 20  Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m. Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

February 25  Oregon Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill Restaurant, 110 Opal St. N.E., Albany

https://www.oregonclover.org/clover-agenda-2020.pdf
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Speaking at the Oregon State University Extension Seed and Cereal 
Crop Production Meeting, January 7 in Salem, Extension Weed 
Management Specialist Andy Hulting delivered another reminder 
to growers to be careful with tankmixes.

“I get why we tankmix,” Hulting said. “By reducing your trips 
across a field, you are reducing your costs and time, but we can 
see all sorts of responses with tankmixes, including additive, 
synergistic or antagonistic responses.

“It is so hard to control some of the grass weeds that we are dealing 
with, and if we get just a little bit of antagonism from a strange 
tankmix with two, three, four, five active ingredients in the tank, it 
is pretty easy to antagonize that grass control and then you are left 
with unsatisfactory results.”

Hulting advised growers to refer to the Pacific Northwest Handbook 
on Weed Control at https://pnwhandbooks.org/weed, follow 
label directions and review the Remarks and Cautions guidelines 
for each herbicide entry when considering tankmixing.

“I know you are going to put fungicides in with your herbicides in 
wheat,” Hulting said. “Just do so carefully and try not to antagonize 

your grass weed control with complex tankmixes.”    F

Avoid Antagonism in Tankmixes

The Oregon Seed Council will be awarding three 
college scholarships in 2020 in the amounts of $2,000, 
$1,000 and $500.

Successful recipients will be an undergraduate 
student in the 2020-21 school year, will have 

worked in the seed industry or have family members who 
have done so.

To apply, students must complete a questionnaire 
and write an essay of less than 500 words describing why 
he or she deserves the scholarship and include three 
letters of reference.

Past winners are encouraged to apply. Students in any 
area of study can apply.

More information on the application process and 
eligibility requirements can be found on the Oregon Seed 
Council website:  
www.oregonseedcouncil.org.

A scholarship committee will review applications, 
conduct interviews and select the winners.

Deadline to apply is March 1.    F

OSC Scholarships Available

https://pnwhandbooks.org/weed
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AG SUMMIT
     12th ANNUAL 

           DUNN CARNEY

 Topics include:

• Debtor and Creditor Rights in Ag

• Opportunity Zones to Benefit Rural Areas

• Legal Issues for Growers Using the H-2A Program

• Reservoirs, Water Use and Regulations

  

Offices in Portland and Salem
503.224.6440   DunnCarney.com

Friday, January 24, 2020
7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Salem Convention Center   Salem, Oregon

Register Now!  
DunnCarney.com/AgSummit2020

dunncarney.com/agsummit2020



