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Reports of stripe rust in Eastern Oregon do not necessarily mean 
rust pressure is high in the Willamette Valley. According to Oregon 
State University plant pathologist Chris Mundt, what happens in 
Eastern Oregon in general stays in Eastern Oregon.

“There is a weak-to-moderate correlation between the Willamette 
Valley and Eastern Oregon in terms of stripe rust,” Mundt wrote in 
an email to eUpdate.

Ryan Graebner, Extension cereals scientist, reported in late 
February that stripe rust had been found on an experimental 
winter wheat cultivar at the Columbia Basin Agricultural Research 
Center and that growers should pay attention when scouting 
wheat varieties susceptible to stripe rust.

Further, Graebner wrote in the 
February 27 memo, “Growers 
should treat fields if stripe rust is 
found in any field at this time of 
year, or if they have a susceptible 
variety, such as Mary, UI Magic 
or ORCF 102. The most effective 
treatment at this time is to tank 
mix a fungicide with the spring 
herbicide application.”

In a follow-up email to eUpdate, 
Mundt noted, “Recommendations 

for applying fungicides in the Willamette Valley this time of year 
are the same as in Eastern Oregon.” But, Mundt wrote that he 
has not heard about much rust pressure from crop consultants. 
And, while rust has appeared in a few fields of the wheat variety 
Rosalyn in the northern Willamette Valley beginning as early as 
late January, Mundt said he didn’t find it in his Corvallis plots until 
March 1. And even then, he said, the presence may not indicate a 
whole lot given that he has early plantings on that farm and some 
experimental lines that are highly susceptible to rust. “So, this is 
not highly relevant to commercial fields,” he wrote.

“So, rust is here. It might be a little heavier than the last couple 
of years,” he wrote, “but I don’t think it will be one of our worst 
years.”

Graebner noted in his report that it is important that growers 
not let stripe rust build to high levels. He added that the timing 
of a fungicide application is generally more important than the 
product applied.

“There are less expensive products available (triazoles) that will 
give adequate control if applied in a timely manner,” Graebner 
wrote. “Fungicides containing both a triazole and a strobilurin can 
sometimes give better and more prolonged control under severe 
rust conditions, but are also more expensive.”

The stripe rust found on the research station near Pendleton 
also was on a highly susceptible experimental line, according to 
Graebner.
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With some exceptions, an abrupt end to the 2020 Oregon 

Legislative Session proved nothing but advantageous for Oregon 

farmers.

House and Senate Republicans left the state just over the midway 

point of the 35-day session to put a halt to cap-and-trade and its 

negative ramifications for rural Oregon. Their actions also gave 

farmers a reprieve in the battle over use of chlorpyrifos.

With a ban on the insecticide just a vote away from becoming 

reality, the walk-out couldn’t have come at a better time, according 

to Roger Beyer, executive director of the Oregon Seed Council.

“There were a lot of benefits to the Republicans leaving,” Beyer 

said.

Beyer noted that despite the fact nearly two-dozen farmers 

showed up to testify in the House, lawmakers pushed House Bill 

4109 through to the Senate in its original form, and the bill was on 

the verge of passing with a simple majority on the Senate floor.

“They sent the bill to the floor without listening to the farmers or 

making any changes,” Beyer said, “but, fortunately, it never had a 

chance to get a final vote.”

The developments, or in this case lack of developments, means a 

Chlorpyrifos Work Group convened in December by the Oregon 

Department of Agriculture will continue to evaluate whether to 

implement new restrictions on the use of products containing 

chlorpyrifos.

According to Stephanie Page, director of Natural Resources 

Program Area for ODA, the workgroup will meet one more time, a 

meeting scheduled March 30 in Salem, before the department will 

consider proposing the new restrictions.

If the department goes forward with additional restrictions, it will 

hold a public comment period prior to implementing the rule, 

Page said, with a public hearing likely to be part of the comment 

period.

Page added that she expects to bring together the workgroup one 

final time after the public comment period to review comments. 

New restrictions on the use of products containing chlorpyrifos, 

including Lorsban, could be in place by the fall use season, she 

said.

Under House Bill 4109, all uses of chlorpyrifos, the active 

ingredient in Lorsban, would have been banned beginning 

January 1 of 2022, and aerial applications of the product would 

have been banned upon passage. The bill would have imposed 

300-foot buffers around schools and increased the re-entry 

interval for farmworkers from 24 hours to eight days.

Beyer, who lobbies for the seed industry, notably called the 

walkout “a reprieve” rather than an end to the proposal, giving the 

impression the bill could resurface in the next legislative session.

By then, perhaps new restrictions will be in place.
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The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon 
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening 
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label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can 
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.
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Oregon clover growers are working to join specialty seed growers 
in establishing what would be the second bee protection protocol 
for an agricultural industry in Oregon.

In a presentation at the Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting 
in February, Oregon State University Extension’s Andony 
Melathopoulos, a pollinator health specialist, said the industry 
met with beekeepers and others in January to start the process.

Among protocols discussed, Melathopoulos said, clover producers 
should be firming up arrangements with their beekeeper at least 
ten days before bloom. “Tell them where bloom is at and if you have 
any plans for doing pest control before bloom,” Melathopoulos 
said.

Also, he said, if possible, growers should do their pest control 
before bloom. “If you can get treatments on before bloom, do 
so,” he said. “This is a good opportunity to apply your harder 
chemicals.”

Growers also should be working with their beekeeper on colony 
placement. “Make sure there is clear communication about where 
those bees are going to be placed,” Melathopoulos said.

Issues to keep in mind regarding colony placement include 
avoiding placing bees next to busy highways. “What beekeepers 
tell us is try not to get placement next to I-5 or other busy roads, 
or you are going to lose bees,” he said. “Also, if you have irrigation 
puddles, avoid those spots. And if you can give the bees a twenty-
foot buffer from the edge of a field, that is ideal. If you can’t, 
beekeepers understand. But, if you can, that is most appreciated.

“What beekeepers generally don’t like is when you have the pallet 
of bees right up next to the row,” he said. “In some crops, it is 
impossible to turn off those air-blast sprayers at the end of rows.”

Also, he said, Irrigation guns can pull pallets over, so it is important 
for growers to plan pallet placements in areas where the irrigation 
equipment doesn’t cause issues.

Another protocol is colonies should meet a minimum strength.

“If you are paying for them, they should be high quality, or at least 
a minimum grade,” he said. “If you have anywhere from fifty to 
one-hundred bees per minute flying back into a colony, that is a 
good strong colony, as a rule of thumb.”

As for when to bring bees into a crop, Melathopoulos said they 
should arrive at about ten percent bloom.

When pest problems get to the point where growers need to spray, 
they should try and spray softer products with reduced residual 
activity, and do so later in the evening when bees aren’t active.

Still, Melathopoulos said, there are times when there are no good 
alternatives. “This is one of these sticky problems that we are going 

to have to negotiate around,” he said. “If you are towards the end 
of bloom, perhaps it is possible to tell the beekeepers, ‘Hey, I’ve 
got a real problem. I ‘ve got to spray. Can you bring the hives out?’”

He noted that in discussing this issue at the January meeting, 
beekeepers asked that in those cases, they be given at least forty-
eight hours of notice. “Twenty-four hours is cutting it close,” 
Melathopoulos said. “If you can give them forty-eight hours, that 
is good, because they may be halfway across the state working 
watermelons in Hermiston or in Madras with most of their 
equipment.”

Also, he said, beekeepers should always be notified if a grower is 
applying a desiccant.

The plan, Melathopoulos said, is to have the Clover Bee Protection 
Protocol developed by next summer and for it to become a regular 
part of cropping programs for clover producers across the state.

In a separate issue, Melathopoulos noted that he has heard 
growers complain that people are bringing uninvited colonies into 
clover production areas. He noted that members of the Oregon 
Beekeepers Association said that is not something they would do 
or ever support.

“They felt that this is something you shouldn’t have to deal with,” 
he said. “All of these colonies are supposed to be registered with 
the Oregon Department of Agriculture, and you should give them 
a call. If you have colonies that you never asked for, report it to the 
ODA, and the ODA will deal with it.”

Clover Growers Set to Launch Bee Protection Protocol
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Andony Melathopoulos speaking at the Oregon Clover Growers Annual 

Meeting in February.
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If all goes as planned, come May Day, growers will be able to apply 

zinc phosphide vole baits above ground in clover grown for seed.

According to Rose Kachadoorian, program manager for Pesticide 

Registration at the Oregon Department of Agriculture, the 

department is working with Oregon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife to establish the time frame for allowing above-ground use 

of zinc phosphide on clover grown for seed. The special local need 

label allowing the use will be issued in time for the late-spring and 

summer baiting season, she said.

“The label will look similar to a grass seed label, only a little more 

streamlined,” Kachadoorian said in a presentation at the Clover 

Growers Annual Meeting in February. Grass seed labels for above 

ground zinc phosphide oat bait are in effect from late-April or 

early-May, depending on when migrating geese depart Oregon, 

until September 15.

The restrictions for above-ground application in fall and winter 

months are in place to protect the migrating geese populations.

After September 15, all applications must be below-ground. The 

new clover seed label for zinc phosphide will include full feeding 

restrictions, Kachadoorian said, prohibiting the feeding of clover 

forage and hay.

The department is seeking the label for above-ground broadcast 

applications in clover grown for seed at the request of growers, 

who often suffer heavy yield loss to the gray-tailed vole, a prolific 

breeder that damages crops by feeding on stems.

“The gray-tailed vole can start breeding when it is just three weeks 

old, and in another three weeks you can have a litter of four to 

seven pups,” Kachadoorian said in her presentation.

Populations typically explode for extended periods before 

crashing, leaving behind heavy crop losses in years of high 

populations.

“Populations go from moderate to out-of-control in a short period 

of time,” Kachadoorian said. “This is a worldwide phenomenon.” 

Researchers are unsure why populations crash, she added, but 

have speculated it could be a virus or some other disease that 

takes down populations.

Currently three products have special local needs labels for the 

below-ground applications to clover grown for seed in Oregon, 

Kachadoorian said, including Bell/ZP, Motomco and HACCO 

products. The department will issue a special local need label 

for above-ground application of the HACCO product, with 

restrictions, under the plan.

Both Kachadoorian and OSU Extension agent Nicole Anderson 

cautioned growers about misusing the products.

“You need to be very vigilant about how you are using those 

broadcast applications,” Anderson said, “because it wouldn’t take 

much to reverse those decisions (to grant the new labels).

“ODA and ODFW deserve a lot of credit in moving those zinc 

phosphide labels forward,” Anderson added. “Now we need to do 

our part.”

Vole Bait Label Changing in Clover
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Calendar

March 18  Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s, West Salem

March 31  Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

April 3 Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 10 a.m., White Buffalo Bistro, Hood River

April 14 Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m.,  Cascade Grill, Albany

April 23 Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany

April 28 Seed Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Cascade Grill, Albany


