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The Oregon Farm Bureau has launched a petition urging 
lawmakers to delay by three to six months the first installment of 
Oregon’s corporate activities tax, or CAT.

Barring an eleventh-hour change, the installment is due April 30 
for businesses with an expected tax liability of $5,000 or more.

The corporate activities tax, signed into law last May 19 by 
Governor Kate Brown, is a modified gross receipts tax, according 
to documents from the Oregon Department of Revenue. It taxes 
a company’s commercial activity in Oregon. The first $1 million 
of commercial activity is exempt, as are farmer cooperatives, 
according to the department.

Also exempt are items sold to 
wholesalers that will be shipped 
out of state, which ostensibly 
should include nearly all grass 
seed sales. Roger Beyer, executive 
director of the Oregon Seed 
Council, said, however, a grey 
area in the law puts in question 
whether certain seed companies 
qualify as wholesale operations 
and whether the sales qualify as 
going out of state.

Beyer said the farm lobby has been working with the Oregon 
Department of Revenue to obtain clarification of these issues. In 
the meantime, growers who don’t plan to pay the first installment 
should document why and/or obtain a certificate from a seed 
dealer stating the seed is going out of state.

“If a grower obtains the certificate, the grower is exempt from 
the tax,” Beyer said. “If not, a grower who doesn’t pay the first 
installment needs to document why not.

“The documentation can be something like, ‘my sales are going 
to be lower this year because of COVID-19. My sales may have 
been at that level last year, but they aren’t going to be this year 
because seed prices are down,’” Beyer said. “The main thing the 
Department of Revenue said is if you don’t make a payment, you 
better have good documentation as to why you didn’t make it.”

The document will only come into play, he added, if a farmer gets 
audited.

“We have been working with the Department of Revenue on this 
issue,” Beyer said. “And we are hoping that if there is a special 
session, some of that will be clarified. In the meantime, each 
farmer has to determine their own course of action.”

Beyer said the farm lobby has crafted a bill that clarifies that seed 
companies are considered wholesalers and that companies can 
use industry averages to determine if sales are going out of state.

“This is for crops that are commingled,” Beyer said, “like grass 
seed, wheat, blueberries, hazelnuts, where they can’t necessarily 
track items all the way through the end user.”

Beyer added that in addition to concerns over direct costs inflicted 
by the tax, growers are concerned that businesses will pass CAT 
costs on to growers.

“Absolutely I am hearing growers are concerned about this,” Beyer 
said. “Unless they are dealing with an agricultural coop, they are 
concerned.”

Goods sold through an agricultural coop aren’t subject to the tax, 
Beyer noted. “It does give an advantage to coops over other types 
of businesses in the ag world.”

Beyer encouraged grass seed growers and others in the industry 
to submit the petition. Farmers can do so by going to: https://
oregonfb.org/advocacy/?vvsrc=%2fCampaigns%2f73053%2fResp
ond
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A warm spring has pushed crop development ahead of normal, 
according to grass seed researchers, and moved forward some 
crop management practices, as well.

OSU field crops Extension agent Nicole Anderson pointed out that 
now is the time to apply plant growth regulators on most grass 
seed crops. “Most all established grass seed stands have reached 
the 2-node stage or beyond,” Anderson said, adding that grasses 
such as perennial ryegrass, annual ryegrass and fine fescues need 
at least a partial rate of PGR at the 2-node stage. “We have passed 
that growth stage in most of those crops, so those PGRs should be 
on now.”

Other grass crops, such as orchardgrass or tall fescue, will still 
benefit from PGRs up until 10 percent heading, but not much later 
than that, she said.

Also, she said, the time is fast approaching for applying PGRs to red 
clover. “Fields should be sprayed at early stem elongation, which 
will occur ten-to-fourteen days after silage removal/flailing.”

Andy Hulting, OSU Extension Weed Management Specialist, 
pointed out that weed management activities in established grass 
seed crops and in grain crops should be wrapped up by now and 
the focus should be on newly planted grass crops.

“The focus is now shifting to broadleaf weed management in 
the spring-planted tall and fine fescues,” Hulting said. The goal, 
he said, is to treat broadleaf weeds, such as sharppoint fulvellin, 
when they are small, and to use non-volatile herbicides to limit 
potential for vapor drift onto nearby sensitive crops.

Oregon Seed Council Research and Regulatory Coordinator Steve 
Salisbury said warm temperatures this spring may have pushed 
forward stem rust development in grass seed. He is advising 
growers to keep an eye out for the disease as they prepare to apply 
plant growth regulators and consider tankmixing a fungicide with 
the PGR if rust pressure is evident.

“It is important for growers to start strategizing,” Salisbury said. 
“Sometimes, if you tankmix with a fungicide early in the season, 
you won’t have to make that extra trip over a field for late-season 
control of rust.”

OSU Extension Entomology Specialist Navneet Kaur said that if 
they haven’t already, growers should begin monitoring aphid and 
billbug populations in grass seed fields.

“Spring flights (of aphids) occur from April through June,” Kaur 
said. “Yellow pan traps can be placed on the field borders to 
determine the presence of winged adults colonizing the field. 
Sweep nets and visual inspection can be used to determine if 
chemical treatment is needed.”

Kaur advised growers to treat if they find an average of ten aphids 
per two- to six-leaf seedlings sampled in spring-planted fields, 
and if finding 10 or more aphids per stem or head from boot to 
heading stage.

In billbug management, Kaur said trap counts for bluegrass 
billbug, which is now reported to occur in Western Oregon, 
indicate that adults are actively seeking mates and sites for egg 
laying. Egg laying can occur in May and June, she said, and eggs 
hatch in two to three weeks. Larvae feed on plant stems before 
moving to crowns and roots.

Adult feeding symptoms are parallel holes found on elongating 
leaves in the spring. The presence of powder-like frass inside the 
stem and crown region indicates larvae feeding.

When scouting, visually inspect 200 crowns for billbug damage. 
If finding damage on up to eight percent of the crowns, chemical 
control is recommended.
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Navneet Kaur, who started at Oregon State University in October, 
is OSU’s first Extension entomology specialist since Glenn Fisher 
retired in 2014. At the Oregon Seed Growers League’s convention 
in December, Kaur said she plans to concentrate on developing 
and implementing integrated pest management strategies for 
sustainable pest management in Oregon’s diverse cropping 
systems.

In her presentation at Seed League, Kaur went over IPM strategies 
for several arthropod pests that are problematic in grass seed 
production systems, including aphids, cutworms, armyworms, 
the sod webworm and billbugs.

Aphids cause both direct and indirect damage to grass seed crops, 
she said, in that they damage seed heads through feeding and 
they can transmit the barley yellow dwarf virus. She added that 
aphids usually are kept under control in grass seed production 
systems through biological agents, such as a parasitoid wasp and 
certain beetles, but at times can be problematic.

True armyworm outbreaks in grass seed crops are unpredictable, 
she said, but can occur as often as every three to five years. The 
pest, which damages grass seed crops in its larval stage, migrates 
across fields in large masses and, at high population levels, can 
cause significant damage.

The best time to scout for the pest is evenings or nights, when its 
larvae are feeding. Treatment threshold is four larvae per square 
foot for established stands and two for younger plantings, she 
said.

The cutworm has several species that damage grass seed crops, 
Kaur said, including most prominently the winter cutworm, 
which typically feeds on grass seed crops between September and 
March. Larval damage is most common in fields with reduced 
tillage or no tillage, she said. She added that winter weeds are a 
common host for the species.

Cutworm larvae damage 
plants by notching leaves near 
the base of plants, as well as by 
feeding on roots.

Kaur noted that current 
literature reports there is only 
one generation of the winter 
cutworm per season. But, 
she said, “We are seeing two 
adult flights in our region, so 
it will be interesting to know 
what this pest is doing in our 
conditions.”

As for the sod webworm, Kaur 
said a nematode has been 
found to provide good control 
of this pest in cranberry production, and she is looking to see if it 
can help in controlling the pest in grass seed production systems.

Kaur noted that the billbug, which has been common in 
orchardgrass and some bluegrass production systems for quite 
some time, recently was found in tall fescue for the first time. 
Researchers currently are mining data to see what numbers are 
out there and to determine what can be done about it.

In keeping with IPM strategies, Kaur stressed control methods for 
all of these pests should start with avoidance strategies, such as 
through the incorporation of cultural and biological controls, and 
include monitoring.

When treating for pests, she said producers should do so only 
when pests are above economic threshold levels and should 
rotate between modes of action and perform other resistance-
management strategies, when possible. She also advised growers 
to use softer, target-specific chemistries when possible to reduce 
impact on nontarget pests.

A good IPM approach also calls for producers to evaluate their 
control actions after the fact to determine what worked and what 
did not, she said.

Kaur noted that OSU Extension publications provide information 
on how to scout for these pests, how to identify them, threshold 
levels and treatment options.

She closed her presentation by encouraging growers to contact 
her if they have pest-related questions for crops produced in 
Oregon. Kaur can be reached at Navneet.Kaur@oregonstate.edu 
or by calling 541-737-5884.

Editor’s Note: Navneet is the featured Extension columnist for the 
upcoming Oregon Seed Magazine.

Extension Entomology Specialist Talks IPM
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Dry conditions thus far into spring have contributed to lower 

than usual Septoria pressure in wheat, according to Chris Mundt. 

But with rains encroaching, that could change in coming days.

Even with the change in weather, Mundt said some varieties, 

such as Biancor and Bobtail, which have some resistance to the 

plant disease, may not need a flag leaf fungicide application, 

particularly if growers are not seeing signs of the disease on the 

lower canopy.

On the other hand, Mundt said, “I think anybody who has a 

susceptible variety, should probably spray, regardless.

“Right now, it is not looking like it is going to be a bad year,” 

Mundt added.

Stripe rust pressure also isn’t particularly high this year, Mundt 

said, but growers still should watch for it.

“There is some up in the North (Willamette) Valley wheat,” 

Mundt said. “The variety Rosalyn has picked up some, and I’ve 

heard about it on some other varieties, as well.

“We have some down here in the South Valley, but so far, the 

rust has only been on highly susceptible experimental material,” 

Mundt said. “I haven’t heard of any on commercial varieties 

down here.” 

Still, Mundt said, “It is always good for folks to get out there this 

time of year and look, and if they see any rust, they definitely 

want to get something on there.”

In general, Mundt said growers should limit fungicide treatments 

as much as possible in an effort to preserve the effectiveness 

of existing products. Growers already have lost the ability to 

control Septoria with strobilurin 

fungicides, Mundt noted, 

and, while triazole fungicides 

still work, some are losing 

effectiveness.

SDHI fungicides are still 

effective, and apparently in no 

immediate danger of losing that 

effectiveness. But, Mundt said, 

resistance is starting to occur 

in Europe, and growers should 

do what they can to delay that 

occurrence here.

That said, the flag leaf timing, which is when growers get the 

biggest bang for their buck, is a good opportunity to use the 

SDHI products, such as Trivapro, Priaxor and Vertisan.

“These fungicides should not be used more than once a season,” 

Mundt said. “The more you use them, the more quickly you are 

going to get resistance.”

Mundt also advised growers to consider adding an azole-type 

fungicide in with the SDHI treatment at flag leaf. “If a mutation 

does occur (in Septoria), we want to be able to kill it off with 

something else, and the strobilurin isn’t going to do it.”

Strobilurin’s are still effective at controlling rust, Mundt noted.

Mundt said growers also should consider planting resistant 

varieties in an effort to slow fungicide resistance.

“That is going to reduce the population of the fungus,” he said.

So Far, Disease Pressure Relatively Low in Western Oregon Wheat
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not be used more than 
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you use them, the more 

quickly you are going to 

get resistance.” 
 
Chris Mundt,  

Oregon State University

A new 2(ee) label has been approved by the ODA for Aproach® Fungicide for control 
of ergot on grass grown for seed. Please note that this label pertains to specific grass 
seed crops: bluegrass, bromegrass, fescue, orchardgrass, ryegrass and switchgrass. 

Click here to view the 2(ee) label 

Grass Seed - Aproach® Label for Ergot  
Approved by ODA 

https://ryegrass.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1313d2a5e2dc27f86ff671439&id=2be2898949&e=25621e12ed
https://ryegrass.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1313d2a5e2dc27f86ff671439&id=2be2898949&e=25621e12ed



