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Public Hearing Set on Removal-Fill Law Changes
A new law authorizing maintenance activities without a
removal-fill permit in dry, traditionally maintained agricultural
drainage channels under certain circumstances is the subject of
two virtual public hearings this month.
The new provisions, authorized in House Bill 2437, which
Oregon lawmakers passed in 2019, are spelled out in proposed
administrative rules developed by staff from the Oregon
Department of Agriculture, which is set to administer the new
rules, the Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL), which
formerly administered the maintenance of agricultural drainage
channels in Oregon, and the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife.
The bill directed ODA to create a streamlined, notice-based
process by which a person or water control district could
engage in maintenance of channels without a permit from DSL,
provided certain conditions are met.
The goal is to have the new provisions in place for a limited
geographic area by this fall, according to an announcement from
ODA, with a statewide rollout following in subsequent years.
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Parties interested in participating in the public hearing should
contact Powers at 503-986-4761 or at mpowers@state.or.us for
instructions on video connection. For audio, participants can
call 1-844-766-2282, and use the access pin 661241# .

Under the proposed rules, farmers wishing to clean out their
agricultural channels will need to get a form or notice from
ODA, identify the channel needing maintenance, estimate
the amount of sediment to be removed and agree to a list of
conditions, according to Mike Powers, water quality policy
specialist for ODA.

People looking to clean agricultural drainage channels prior to
the law’s implementation should contact the Department of
State Lands and the ODA before starting any work, according
to Powers.

ODA will then notify the farmers within forty-five days if there
are any additional conditions to be met.
The types of channels that will qualify for the new program are
dry ditches and streams that traditionally have been maintained
to ensure adequate drainage of farm lands.
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Omnivorous Leaftier Showing Up in High Numbers...........................2
Mostly Business-as-Usual at Seed Lab................................................3

HB 2473 was developed over several months by a diverse group
of stakeholders and passed the Legislature with bipartisan
support. The bill became controversial, however, when Gov. Kate
Brown threatened to veto it. Brown later signed the bill into law.

Option for Reimbursement of Some COVID Costs ............................4
Vole Outbreak Hits Valley..................................................................4

1

Oregon Seed eUpdate
Omnivorous Leaftier Showing Up in High Numbers
In most years, the omnivorous leaftier does not cause economic
levels of damage in grass seed and cereal crops. This year may
prove different.
Reports from the industry to Extension faculty have noted high
numbers of the leaftier in grass seed and wheat fields in the
Willamette Valley this spring.
According to Oregon State University Extension Entomologist
Navneet Kaur, it is too late to treat or do much about the
omnivorous leaftier this year, but it may be a good idea for
growers to familiarize themselves with the pest so the next time an
outbreak occurs they will be prepared.
The pest has a wide host range, including clover seed, grass seed,
hazelnuts, hops, small grains, vetch and several nursery crops, and
is known to cause damage to more than twenty plant families.
“Many factors determine the pest status of this insect,” Kaur said,
“including the cash value of the crop being damaged, available
control options and cost of control materials and machinery.”
No treatment thresholds have been established for the pest in
Oregon’s grass seed and cereal crops. In most years, treatment is not
warranted, but in outbreak years, early control is advisable. “Early
season scouting is recommended for detecting overwintering
larvae spreading in the field by ballooning or presence of leaf
mines from late March through April,” Kaur said. “An insect
phenology model can be used to predict the duration of damaging
stage (larva) inflicting damage in your growing region.”
Kaur noted that plants tend to recover from larvae feeding on
foliage of wheat and other small grains. But irreversible injury can
occur when the larva feeds on blossoms or developing seed heads.
Unfortunately, she added, that often is too late for chemical
control. Early signs of the pest presence can be seen when early
instar larvae feed by mining leaves at the base of plants.
The omnivorous leaftier has a long history in Oregon, dating back
to 1929, when it was first noted in literature after appearing on
strawberries and Dutch bulbous iris plantations near Portland.
The pest has only one life cycle per year. An online degree-day
model can be used to predict the occurrence of the pest’s various
life cycles, Kaur pointed out.

spring and disperse in search of a suitable host. Early instar larvae
will feed by mining in leaves at the base of plants, usually in late
March through April. Late instar larvae can be observed in fields in
May and June, when they will start webbing together seed heads.
Adults, small moths with a ¾ inch wingspan, emerge about two
to three weeks after pupation. Males are a uniform white to
yellowish-brown. Females are variably marked with light to dark
brown bands.

Eggs are laid in small batches or singly, often concealed in soil,
debris or plant material and usually go unnoticed in a field, Kaur
noted. Eggs are about 1/32 inch in diameter, light salmon in color.
They will darken before hatching.

The pest has several species of natural enemies, which typically
keep it under control. But, as mentioned early, chemical control
measures at times are recommended. Kaur advised growers to
consult the PNW Insect Management Handbook to determine
which insecticide products are registered for the pest at
pnwhandbooks.org/insect.

One female can lay up to 200 eggs. Egg laying in Oregon fields
mostly occurs in June and July.
After hatching, first instar larvae immediately construct a silk
hibernaculum and hibernate near the egg site for the remainder of
the summer and the next winter. Larvae leave the webbing in early
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Mostly Business-as-Usual at Seed Lab
Despite issues with COVID-19, it should be business as usual at
the Oregon State University Seed Lab, at least as far as growers are
concerned.
Dave Stimpson, manager of the lab, said growers should not see
delays in turn-around time for testing.
“It looks like things are lining up all right, so we will be able to
process samples in a timely fashion,” Stimpson said. “Where
growers might notice a change is if they live outside the Willamette
Valley or in the North Valley and ship samples to us via snail mail.”
In those cases, Stimpson said, there could be delays of two to four
days in turnaround time based on shipping delays.

“ It looks like things
are lining up all right,
so we will be able to
process samples in a
timely fashion. Where
growers might notice
a change is if they live
outside the Willamette
Valley or in the North
Valley and ship samples
to us via snail mail.

”

Dave Stimpson,
Oregon State University

“If you go FedEx overnight, they are
still delivering to our door,” Stimpson
said, “but anything else is going
through the university, and they
have reduced staff in the receiving
area, so that is subject to delay.”

Dave Stimpson, Oregon State University Seed Lab manager.

Certification samples will be picked
up as usual in Marion and Polk
counties once they start coming
in, Stimpson said. And samplers
in other counties are aware of the
shipping situation, he said.

As for tours of the lab, those will be changed, Stimpson said.
“We get a lot of tours. The grass seed companies schedule a lot of
their folks to come through here and we get groups of upwards of
twenty in a normal year,” Stimpson said. “I don’t know if they are
planning on doing that this year, but if they are, they should know
that we are limiting tours to five people, and they are going to have
to wear masks and follow our protocol when they come in. And we
aren’t going to be able to give as good a tour.”

Growers dropping samples off at the
laboratory are asked to leave them in
the front vestibule, rather than enter
the lab.

Stimpson said tour participants will be prohibited from going into
the lab’s mixing room and participants will not be allowed to sit at
the analysts’ microscopes, two regular features of lab tours.

Seed Lab

“We are checking the vestibule every
hour or so and we have people with
desks facing the front door, so we will know when something is
dropped off,” Stimpson said. “As long as you have filled out the
proper paper work and leave your samples with the paper work,
we will receive them that same day.”

Stimpson said the lab is hoping to put together a virtual tour
from taping a tour that he is providing university researchers next
week. “We are going to record that and make a video of it, so if
nothing else, we will have that available that we can share with our
customers,” he said.

THE E-NEWSLETTER

CONNECT WITH US

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon
seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest,
label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues,
please visit: http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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Option for Reimbursement of Some COVID Costs
Oregon seed farmers incurring additional costs in complying with
COVID-19 regulations can seek reimbursement through Oregon’s
Food Security and Farmworker Safety Program.

and if any program funds remain at the end of the harvest season,
in October, additional payments may be distributed, according to
program literature.

Reimbursement funds distributed through the program, which
started accepting applications June 10 and runs through October
25, will be processed in the order they were received, according to
information from the program. Reimbursements will be available
for costs incurred on or after June 1.

Costs eligible for reimbursement under the field sanitation
program include portable handwashing stations and portable
toilets. According to OR-OSHA temporary rules, additional
handwashing stations and portable toilets are required of certain
agricultural employers.

Producers wishing to apply for the assistance for field sanitation
expenses can complete the financial assistance application and
send it via email to FSFSapplication@oregon.gov or fax it to 503986-0199. People unable to access the application online can call
503-986-0058 to request an application via fax.

The program is in place to provide assistance to Oregon’s
agricultural producers to help secure Oregon’s agricultural supply
chain and protect essential agricultural workers from COVID-19
exposure, according to program literature.
Financial assistance also is available to reimburse extra
transportation costs associated with complying with temporary
rules regarding COVID-19 and for farmworker housing costs.

Applicants should be prepared to provide information on their
taxpayer identification number and certification W-9 Form, an
estimate of the peak number of employees expected, an estimate
of the number of field sanitary stations needed and a receipt of
purchase.

Transportation assistance is limited to $1,000 for individual
producers.
More information on the housing, field sanitation and
transportation assistance program can be found online at the FSFS
program website.

The program has a maximum benefit of $20,000 in combined
housing and field-sanitation assistance. Producers with costs in
excess of $21,000 can submit documentation of those excess costs

Vole Outbreak Hits Valley
A vole outbreak in some Willamette Valley seed fields is reportedly
causing significant yield losses up and down the Valley.
Steve Salisbury, research and regulatory coordinator for the Oregon
Seed Council, said he has been fielding calls from growers reporting
heavy yield losses to vole damage and seeing the effects first hand.
“I’ve talked to several growers who are being absolutely devastated
and I’ve looked at several fields, and it is devastating,” Salisbury
said.
“The voles are turning fescue fields into pastures,” he said.
Some growers have taken to applying zinc phosphide baits, but
there is a question as to how effective it will be given the dampness
of fields, Salisbury said.

Vole damage in tall fescue field.

“I think there is a legitimate concern that spreading that pellet into
that moist canopy will render it not very useful, that it will just gas
off,” he said.

“It is a tough deal,” he said. “It is not good. Not good at all.”
Salisbury said the crop was looking okay prior to the reports of vole
damage and he still expects the Valley to bring in a decent crop.

“You have to ask yourself what control am I buying. If I am going
to spend significant dollars per acre and I am only getting fifty
percent control, that becomes a much more expensive application
than if I am getting 80 or 90 percent control,” Salisbury said. “But
as a grower, it is hard to sit there and just watch your crop get
hammered and not do anything about it.

“I still think there is potential for a reasonable crop,” he said. “I
don’t see an industry-wide failure. I just think the voles are going to
have a significant impact on our seed yields, particularly in certain
fields.”
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