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Heart Failure Claims Gale Gingrich
Gale Gingrich, who served 32 years as an Oregon State University
Extension agent, donated countless hours to industry causes
and is a former Oregon Seed Council Seedsman of the Year, died
unexpectedly from heart failure April 17 in Salem. He was 77.

“He was a model of what an
Extension agent should be,”
said George Pugh, who along
with Nelson and Gingrich’s
fellow Extension agent Mark
Mellbye was scheduled to go
on a salmon fishing trip with
Gingrich on April 22.

“There was no nicer guy than Gale Gingrich,” said Dave Nelson,
who spent nearly thirty years working with Gingrich while Nelson
served as an executive with the Oregon Seed Council before his
retirement in 2008. “Gale served long and well, and we became
good friends. It is a personal loss for me, as well as a professional
loss for the seed industry.”

“Always thoughtful,
diligent, accommodating,
and discerning, he set an
example for all of us
to follow.

”

Marion Ag Service, Inc.
“He was a real special person
and he was an excellent county
agent,” said Carol MallorySmith, an OSU weed scientist
who worked with Gingrich from when she started at the university
in 1994 until Gingrich’s retirement in 2004. “He was so respected
and liked. He is going to be missed. We are all pretty sad right now.”
Gingrich started at OSU in January of 1973 as an extension agent
for Marion and Polk counties. Other than a stint in Bangladesh,
where he served as advisor for a millet improvement project at the
Bangladesh Agriculture Research Institute in Dhaka from 1982 to
1984, Gingrich stayed at the university until his retirement in 2004.
He spent the remainder of his professional life as a consultant for
Marion Ag Service in St. Paul, Oregon, where he continued to work
with growers and conduct research up until his death.
On Facebook, Marion Ag posted on April 19 that they had lost a
good friend, mentor and co-worker. “Always thoughtful, diligent,
accommodating, and discerning, he set an example for all of us to
follow,” Marion Ag wrote.
“He died doing what he loved to do, working with growers and
carrying on like he had done with his whole career with Extension,”
said former OSU Extension Seed Specialist Bill Young.
Young, who worked with Gingrich from shortly after when
Young started at OSU as a faculty research assistant in 1978 until
Gingrich’s retirement, said Gingrich opened doors to on-farm
research for other OSU researchers.

Gale Gingrich
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“If you were working with Gale, you were welcomed on that farm,”
Young said. “I don’t think there is an individual who has had more
respect from the farm community than Gale had in his long career.

“He was even keeled,
and he had time for

Karow added that Gingrich
was on the ground floor of
a lot of grass seed research,
including work on finding
alternatives to field burning
and some of the early work
on using fungicides to control
diseases in grass seed crops.
“And he was one of the first
researchers doing large-scale
on-farm plots,” Karow said.

“He was unshakable, salt of the earth and honest as the day is
long,” Young said.

everybody. He was a

Roger Beyer, who joined the Oregon Seed Council in 2008,
said Gingrich continued to donate time and knowledge to the
industry well after he retired from OSU. Beyer said Gingrich was
instrumental, for example, in bringing on Steve Salisbury as the
council’s research and regulatory coordinator.

person. It just felt good

“When we first started talking about the position, he was
instrumental in helping us write a job description and telling us
what he thought we needed in the position,” Beyer said. “Gale just
stepped out of his role with Marion Ag and did what he could to
help us.

“He was such a gentle man and such a consummate professional,”
Karow said. “His passing is a real loss.”

gentleman and a gentle

”

to be around him.
George Pugh

Several in the industry also talked about his dedication to sharing
knowledge.
“He always had time for new faculty and fieldmen,” Mallory-Smith
said, “both when he was a county agent and later on when he
worked as a consultant. He would try and educate people on what
evolved before they came on and what the needs were at the time.

“He also was very helpful in helping us coordinate tours,” Beyer
said. “Whether it be for Ag PAC or the Department of Agriculture
tours, he just stepped forward and helped make it happen.

“He never had a negative
word to say about anyone,
and I never heard a
negative comment spoken

”

about him.

Carol Mallory-Smith

“His contributions to the
industry will be long lasting,”
Beyer said.

“He would spend a lot of time
just sharing his knowledge
about these systems,” she
said.

Several of Gingrich’s colleagues
talked about his sense a
humor.

“He was even keeled, and he
had time for everybody,” said
Pugh. “He was a gentleman
and a gentle person. It just felt
good to be around him.”

“You might not know that
about him, but he had an
excellent sense of humor,”
Mallory-Smith said.

“He is going to be
remembered as one of those
people who stood out in the
crowd in our ag community.
And he didn’t stand out
because he was the loudest

“He never had a negative word to say about anyone,” MallorySmith said. “And I never heard a negative comment spoken about
him.”

“You’d see him at meetings
and you’d always want to go
out of your way to say hi to
Gale,” said Paul Kirsch, a St.
Paul-area grower who worked
with Gingrich while Gingrich
served as a county Extension
agent and while Gingrich
worked at Marion Ag Services.

His grasp of issues affecting seed growers was second to none,
according to Russ Karow, who worked with Gingrich from the time
Karow came in as Extension Cereals Specialist in 1983 through his
fourteen years Karow spent as head of the Department of Crop
and Soil Science at OSU.

“He is going to be remembered as one of those people who stood
out in the crowd in our ag community,” Kirsch said. “And he didn’t
stand out because he was the loudest voice or because he bragged
on himself. He was quite the opposite. He was quiet, truthful,
trustworthy.

“He was in constant touch with people and knew the concerns
that people had on the ground,” Karow said.

“He was just a prince of a guy,” Kirsch said.

“I would call Gale and ask him for the latest dope on controlling
annual bluegrass in my lawn,” Nelson said, “and he’d say, ‘Good
luck.’”
Sources also talked about his kindness to others.

voice or because he bragged
on himself. He was quite
the opposite. He was quiet,

”

truthful, trustworthy.

Paul Kirsch
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Mellbye, who worked hand-in-hand with Gingrich for more than
two decades, sharing many research projects, characterized
Gingrich as “one of the most well-liked and respected Extension
ag agents.

many research publications for
the Extension Service and the
OSU Experiment Station.

“His contributions to
the industry will be

Gingrich also served as an
long lasting.
advisor to several industry
and academic organizations,
Roger Beyer
including serving on the
Chemeketa Community College
Farm Business Management
Advisory Committee for many years, as an advisor to the Research
Committee for the Oregon Seed Council also for many years. He
served a dozen years on the Marion County Weed Control Advisory
Board. He was a long-time program co-chair of the Oregon Seed
Growers League. And he served twenty years as an ex-officio
member of the Marion Soil and Water Conservation District. He
also served on the Highland Bentgrass Seed Commission from
2006 until the commission was dissolved in 2011.

”

“He and I worked together for over twenty years,” Mellbye said,
“and we remained friends to the present time.
“It is a sad loss for all of us who knew Gale,” Mellbye said.
Gingrich received a bachelor’s of science degree from OSU in 1972
and a master’s degree in 1979. He worked as an Extension agent
and instructor, responsible for educational programs and applied
field research programs for grass seed crops, cereals, hops and
peppermint in Marion and Polk counties from 1973 to 1985. He
took a leave of absence from 1982 to 1984 as part of a Mennonite
Central Committee mission to serve as a research agronomist in
Bangladesh.
Gingrich was a frequent presenter at agricultural conferences
for much of his career at OSU. In one ten-year stretch, from 1988
through 1997, he documented that he made 51 presentations,
reaching 2,344 participants. During that same stretch, he
organized and facilitated 41 tours for 1,470 participants. Gingrich
also wrote many newsletters to help inform mid-Willamette Valley
growers and field reps of research findings, and co-authored
several scientific papers that were published. He also reviewed

Gingrich was awarded the Oregon Seed Council’s Seedsman of
the Year honor in 1995, received the OSU Extension Association’s
Experienced Faculty Award in 1991 and received the Oregon
Society of Weed Science’s Presidents Recognition for Service
Award in 1990.
Gingrich is survived by his wife, Florence, a daughter, Karen, and
a son, Ryan.
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