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Ag on Verge of Losing Overtime Exemption
Under the bill, farmworker overtime pay would be phased in over
five years. Farmers would be required to pay workers time-and-ahalf for all hours over 55 hours a week in 2023 and 2024; for work
beyond 48 hours in 2025 and 2026; and for any hours over 40
beginning in 2027.

Oregon farmers will pay more for labor under a bill lawmakers
passed this month.
The bill, House Bill 4002, removed the farm exemption for
overtime pay, driving as one lawmaker put it, the final nail in the
coffin for some farms.

The bill established a refundable tax credit through 2029 for
famers to offset portions of their overtime costs. For farms with
more than 50 full-time workers, employers would be eligible for
credits equal to 75 percent in excess wages in 2023; 60 percent
in 2024 and 2025; and 50 percent in 2026, 2027 and
2028.

“For some, House Bill 4002 will be the breaking point,” said Rep.
Daniel Bonham, R-The Dalles, in a speech on the House floor.
The bill cleared the House along party lines on March 1, 37-23,
then cleared the Senate on March 3, 17-10. Republicans in both
chambers unanimously opposed the bill.
A group of ag organizations, which includes the
Oregon Seed Council, responded to the Senate’s
passage by issuing a press release expressing their
disappointment.

“Time-and-a-half

Over the past year, farm groups have put forward

for a job you no longer several proposals to soften the blow to farmers,
have is not much
including a final attempt that sought to amend
the bill so that state money would go directly to
compensation.

”

“It is disheartening to see so many of Oregon’s
farmworkers. However, the Joint Committee of
Sen. Lee Beyer,
elected leaders beholden to the interests and will of
Farm Worker Overtime rejected that amendment.
D-Springfield
labor unions, who are largely unfamiliar with our
Among those to speak against the bill on the
farm economy and operations, and adopt a policy
House floor, Shelly Boshart Davis, R-Albany, said
that willfully ignores the concerns and innovative solutions
the practical effects of the bill will be to harm farmers and
brought forward by the agricultural community throughout this
farmworkers.
last year,” the organizations wrote.
“Don’t let politics overshadow reality and the economic harm
The group followed that by sending a letter to Gov. Kate Brown
House Bill 4002 levees on farmworkers and family farms and
urging a veto of the bill.
ranches,” Davis said.
“The bill is bad policy for both farm families and farm employees
“Time-and-a-half for a job you no longer have is not much
and it is the result of a very bad process. We ask you to veto this
compensation,” said Sen. Lee Beyer, D-Springfield, the lone
bill, or it will do irreparable harm to all who depend on the ag
Democrat in either chamber to oppose the bill.
community,” the organizations wrote in the letter to Brown.
“The threats posed by this bill are well documented in hours of
farmer testimony at both committee hearings and in the floor
speeches of rural legislators. Solutions that meet the stated needs
of labor advocates are readily at hand. This does not have to be a
zero-sum activity,” the letter further states.
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“If the goal is benefitting farm employees while not ignoring the
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If History Repeats, 2022 Could be Good for Seed Growers
Given what happened the last time Willamette Valley spring
rainfall was at the kind of historically low levels experienced last
year, growers might be in for a good year this summer.
“If history is correct, I think there is a possibility that we could be
headed into a very different kind of year that will hopefully favor
seed yields over the long-term average,” said OSU Extension
agronomist Nicole Anderson.

watering maybe as early as April,
because that is when we really
started to become moisture
stressed and the yield components
were starting to be set. And we
definitely should have been
watering by May.

Speaking at the Extension Seed and Cereal Crop Production
meeting January 5 in Albany, Anderson said that in 1993, yields
bounced back to well over average after the drought of 1992,
which is the last time spring rainfall levels were at levels even
closely matching 2021.

“I know we get to April and May
and think, ‘Well, it is dry, but we
always catch up.’ And usually that
is true. But it just didn’t happen in
2021,” she said.

In 1992, the Valley received just 6.3 inches of rainfall between
March and June, the lowest level in the last three decades before
last spring. Last year, the Valley received just 5.17 inches of
rainfall in that period, or half of the average March-June rainfall
of 10.34 inches.

“The take home message,” she said, “is if you see a dry spring,
don’t wait until flowering to water.

“The take home
message is if you see a
dry spring, don’t wait
until flowering
to water.

”

Nicole Anderson

“I think we have to get away from the idea that we should wait
until June or early July to water,” Anderson said. “That is not
going to work in every year. In a lot of years, we can get away with
that. In a year like 2021, we can’t.

Last year, yields were down 23 percent from recent averages
in perennial ryegrass seed and 24 percent in tall fescue seed,
according to OSU Extension figures. Yields were also down
considerably in 1992. Then, in 1993, perennial ryegrass seed
yields bounced back to 15 percent over average and tall fescue
yields were up 13 percent over average. And 1993 was a La Niña
year, as is 2022.

“There is a lot of new technology out there,” she added. “You’ve
got all these weather stations. You’ve got soil moisture probes.
Utilize them, and when you hit that deficit point, if you have
access to water, start watering.”

Anderson said the drought that beset Willamette Valley seed
producers last year had a bigger effect on yields than the tripledigit temperatures that hit the Valley in late June.
In some cases, such as late-maturing varieties of perennial
ryegrass, the high temperatures in late June played a significant
role in lowering yields, Anderson said. But in most cases, it was
the historical spring drought of 2021 that drove down yields.
“We probably had lost that yield before we ever got to the heat,”
Anderson said, noting that the spring drought hurt pollination
and slowed development of other yield components. “We ran out
of water far earlier (than usual), and we didn’t make the flowers
that we needed to set seed,” she said.
She added that many of those who had access to water, waited
too long to add it.
“Last year, when we were waiting to water until flowering, we
waited way too long,” she said. “We probably should have been

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening
currently with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can
provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.
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Agronomic Updates in Clover Seed Production
Speaking at the Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting in
February, OSU Extension agronomist Nicole Anderson advised
growers to keep an eye out for sclerotinia crown rot.
While infections are most evident in spring when the disease
spreads to crowns and roots, early detections have been reported
in crimson, red and white clover, Anderson said. In extreme
cases, top growth tissue becomes covered with fungus and dies.
Sclerotinia poses the largest threat in crimson clover, she added,
since it is an annual species and cannot recover if the infection
takes hold and the above-ground portion of the plants are
damaged. Red and white clover can generally recover, especially
from mild to moderate infections, but it is very important to keep
crimson clover crops protected with fungicides if sclerotinia is
found.
Anderson said there are five fungicides registered for sclerotinia
in clovers, including Endura and Flint (which are registered only
for crimson, Nevado 4F, Rovral and Quadris).
Also, Anderson said, growers should be watching and treating for
small broomrape in fields with a known history of the weed in red
clover seed crops.
Small broomrape is a federally listed noxious weed with
quarantine restrictions in place with several trading partners. The
parasitic weed attaches to the clover root and reduces transport
of water and nutrients. One plant can produce 500,000 dust-like
seeds, which can remain dormant in the soil for up to fifty years.

Anderson also spoke on a two-year red clover variety testing
project backed by the Oregon Clover Commission, OSU and
seven seed companies with an end goal of delivering to the
market high-quality seed with improved end-use qualities.
Anderson focused on three varieties that are performing well
in the research: ‘Medium red’; ‘Secretariat’ (formerly P6606), a
variety from PGG Wrightson/DLF; and ‘Dynamite’, a variety from
Grassland Oregon. The three had the top yields in both the first
and second year, she said.

Fields with a known history of the weed should be treated with
Raptor (imazamox) herbicide according to a weather-based
predictive model at between 1,000 and 1,900 growing degree
days, she said. Treat with Raptor before weed emergence,
Anderson added, and plant weed-free seed, as well as spot spray
and disinfect machinery. It also is important to communicate
with your cleaner about the weed seed, she said. “The cleaners
can increase the air pressure just a little bit and it can really help
to blow off some of the small, dust-like seeds.”

“The most important finding here is that we now know there
are some named varieties with good end-use qualities that can
compete with ‘Medium red’ from a seed-yield perspective,”
Anderson said. “We also now have important information
on performance on a list of varieties and their yield potential
compared to ‘Medium red.’ If seed companies want growers to
grow named varieties, this data can be used to help determine
pricing based on yield potential.

When it comes to insect control in clovers, Anderson noted that
OSU Extension Entomologist Navneet Kaur and the university’s
IR4 Specialty Crops Pesticide Registration Research Leader Dani
Lightle are working on alternatives to Lorsban for control of
aphids, sod webworm, cutworm and weevils.

“Overall, this effort should help get better end-use qualities out
to consumers and ensure that seed growers are compensated
appropriately for producing varieties that may have lower seedyield potential,” she said.

Products they are reviewing include Sefina, Exirel, Beleaf,
Sivanto Prime, Transform, Harvant and Avaunt. She added
that the industry has to be careful not to over-use bifenthrin.
“Resistance is a real concern,” she said. “If we want to maintain
the performance of bifenthrin in clover seed crops, we cannot use
it every year on every acre, or we will start to see insect resistance.
This is one of the only broad-spectrum tools we have left, and it is
pretty important that we don’t lose it because of over-use.”

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues,
please visit: http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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ODA Brings on Soil Scientist
For the first time in recent memory, Oregon Department of
Agriculture has brought on board a soil scientist to work on soil
health issues on Oregon farms and ranches.

“As of right now, I’m am just getting
my bearings, working with different
organizations around the state and
just trying to plug myself in to their
frameworks,” Badzmieroski said.

Mike Badzmierowski started in the newly created soil health
specialist position January 18.

Badzmieroski said he concentrated
on biosolids, soil carbon and nitrogen
in earning a Ph.D. in Crop and Soil
Environmental Sciences at Virginia
Tech. And he worked a lot in turfgrass,
specifically tall fescue.

In a recent interview, Badzmieroski said his first activities have
involved meeting with individuals and organizations from
around the state to help him understand where he’ll best be able
to serve Oregon agriculture.
“I’m still meeting with people, trying to understand what is going
on around the state and finding out where I can plug myself in to
help out,” Badzmieroski said.

Mike Badzmierowski

“I’ve done a lot of work with turfgrass,” he said. “Turfgrass is a
great proxy plant to being able to see differences in real time for
things like water stress and nutrient stress, and very quickly too.
Within a year, you will see those differences popping up, so it
makes for a good experiment plant for trials.”

He described the position’s overall goal as helping preserve soil
health and prevent erosion on Oregon farmland. Within that
context, he envisions providing technical assistance to growers
and being a liaison between landowners and federal or state
or nonprofit organizations that provide funding for soil health
resources.

Even prior to obtaining his Ph.D., Badzmieroski noted he did an
internship at a golf course in Rhode Island, where he grew up.
“I wouldn’t say I am an expert in it, but I have just happened to be
around a lot of turfgrass,” he said.

“And there also is an outreach and educational component to
the position,” Badzmieroski said. “We haven’t fully flushed out
how we are going to do that, but I’m anticipating we will use our
partners, like the Natural Resources Conservation Service and
the Soil and Water Conservation Districts around the state, and
use my expertise in things like soil nutrients, whether carbon or
nitrogen.

Badzmieroski moved to Oregon in 2019 to join his wife, who also
works at the ODA, and continued to work remotely for Virginia
Tech as a postdoctoral researcher until late last year.
He can be reached at Mike.Badzmierowski@ODA.oregon.gov.

Calendar
March 8

Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

March 30

Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s 1130 Wallace Rd NW, Salem

April 7

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

April 8

Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Elmer’s, Market St., Salem

April 12

Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany
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