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New Director Takes the Helm at NWREC
strong leadership and contributions at one of our most visible
and influential experiment stations in the stations in the state,”
Simonich said.

Over the years, research conducted
at the North Willamette Research and
Extension Center in Aurora has provided
multiple benefits to Oregon agriculture
and, by extension, to the general
population.
Farmers get that, said Surendra Dara,
the center’s new director. The general
population, however, doesn’t.

Bryan Ostlund, administrator of three grass seed commissions,
the Oregon clover seed and mint commissions and the Oregon
Blueberry Commission, said he couldn’t be more impressed with
the leadership OSU is bringing in.
“It’s impressive what we see happening at OSU right now,
including at NWREC with the new leadership of Surendra Dara,”
Ostlund said. “I don’t recall a time in working with OSU where
I’ve witnessed a trifecta of new key
It is a new day for our
leaders all coming to the forefront
land-grant university,
at basically the same time, that
being the new Dean in the College
and I couldn’t be
of Agricultural Sciences, Staci
more impressed.
Simonich, the new Vice Provost
Bryan Ostlund
and Head of Extension, Ivory Lyles,
and now Dara.

Surendra Dara

“The general population has almost no clue how research
stations work and how they contribute not only to agricultural
science, but also to the local economy and local businesses,”
Dara said.

“

That, Dara said, is something he wants to change.

”

“That is an area we need to work on,” he said, “to demonstrate
the impact we have on the general public, and also increase the
impact by increasing the engagement of the public.”
Dara, who has more than twenty-five years of experience in
research and extension, began as director of NWREC in January.
He succeeds Mike Bondi, who served as station director since
2010 before retiring last year. Most recently, Dara spent thirteen
years with the University of California Cooperative Extension
(UCCE), including as entomology and biologicals advisor from
2018 until this past January, and from 2009 to 2018 as strawberry
and vegetable crops advisor.

“I look forward to his
strong leadership and
contributions at one
of our most visible and
influential experiment
stations in the state.
Staci Simonich

”

“It is a new day for our land-grant university, and I couldn’t be
more impressed,” Ostlund said.
At NWREC, Dara oversees a station with several early to midcareer scientists involved in applied research on the many crops
being studied at the station. “All the faculty are very experienced
and they are very good at their jobs and have strong connections
continued on page 2

Dara, who was born and raised in
India, holds a Ph.D. in entomology
from Virginia Tech.
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Staci Simonich, dean of the College
of Agricultural Sciences and
director of the Oregon Agricultural
Experiment Station, said Dara has
impressed her with his passion for
innovative agricultural production
and his ability to connect with
stakeholders. “I look forward to his
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New Director Takes the Helm at NWREC Continued
an issue,” Dara said. “It could be an irrigation issue, or using
pesticides effectively or using microbials or other biologicals.

continued from page 1

to the agricultural community,” Dara said. “They do good
research and outreach.”

“It is not like a typical extension event where just researchers
present new information,” he said. “This is about industry too,
because they invest so much into ag research and we want to
learn from them. This is to provide a platform for researchers,
farmers and industry people to come together, share their ideas
and then network and help identify what the industry needs.”

Dara sees multiple strengths in the station, including its location,
a plus both because of its proximity to the Corvallis campus and
because the majority of the state’s population lives in the area.
“Proximity to campus is always an advantage,” he said. “It helps
the faculty here to collaborate with the campus faculty. And
sixty-five percent of the state’s population lives in this area, which
provides us with good outreach opportunities.”

Dara said the conference was well received in California and he
has high hopes for it in Oregon, as well. The conference will be
held September 22 and 23, followed by the Harvest Dinner on the
evening of the 23.

Dara said he will continue with the station’s popular Harvest
Dinner, held annually since 2011, and will add to that by hosting
an Ag Innovations Conference, similar to a conference he started
in California eight years ago.

As for increasing the general public’s understanding about what
occurs at the center and how it benefits them, that too is on his
mind. “I am working on some ideas where we can increase public
engagement,” he said. “And it isn’t just about people coming here,
but it is also public relations that I hope to expand.”

“The idea of the Ag Innovations Conference is to bring together
researchers from universities, state and federal agencies and
private industry to give presentations about how they address

Seed Lab Adjusting Prices
The OSU Seed Lab Manager David Stimpson announced this
month that the lab is updating prices for seed testing beginning
July 1.
The adjustment comes after maintaining current prices since
2018, Stimpson wrote, and will occur on a crop-by-crop and testby-test basis.
In general, prices will increase about eight to twelve percent.
Stimpson wrote that since the lab’s last adjustment, annual
expenses at the lab have increased substantially due to
pandemic-related labor issues.
“Our expectation is that this increase will move the Seed Lab
budget back to a net $0 position,” Stimpson wrote.

Kind

Purity		

Germ

All Fescues & Hemp

$

82

$

56

Perennial Ryegrass

$

91

$

62

Annual Ryegrass

$

54

$

62

Bluegrass

$

91

$

56

Bentgrass

$

122

$

56

Orchardgrass

$

82

$

56

Clovers & Vegetables

$

54

$

48

Beet

$

54

$

66

Cereals

$

54

$

48

Other Tests

Price

“As always, we appreciate your business,” he wrote. “It is our hope
with this adjustment to continue to offer test results in the most
efficient and effective way – accurate, low turnaround time and at
a competitive price.”

Crop & Weed

$

94

C&W (Bent and Blue)

$

105

Ploidy

$

151

Seed Count

$

37

The prices printed in the table here are not final,
he wrote, noting. “This is to give you an
estimate so budgets can be
planned for the coming
year.”

Seed Moisture

$

50

TZ

$

80

*ISTA or Canadian testing will differ in a similar way as before.
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Seed Council Booth Back in Action as Ag Fest Resumes
affordable for families and encourages hands-on activities,
like petting animals or running hands over the top of grass and
feeling the temperature difference between grass and cement,
and maybe helping kids get a little better idea of what agriculture
contributes to their lives.

Charles Ortiz, vice president of Oregon Meadowfoam Growers,
has been volunteering at the Oregon Seed Council booth at
Oregon Ag Fest for ten years. He was at the booth Saturday
morning, April 23 with his wife, Susan.
“It’s good to see the kids back,” Ortiz said, happy for the return of
the event after a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19. The event is
held annually on the last full weekend of April.

The 2022 event, the 35th Oregon Ag Fest, drew more than 21,000
adults and children to the Oregon State Fairgrounds in Salem.

Ortiz’ daughter, Marcy, in fact, a former Seed Council scholarship
winner, was due to show up later in the day with her daughter
and help watch the booth.
“It’s a three-generation thing,” Ortiz said.
Ortiz was there answering questions from kids who stopped
by to run their hands over perennial ryegrass and turf-type tall
fescue in the booth’s main display. The display, built by Tangentbased seed company Barenbrug USA and developed by their turf
team, is a wooden apparatus with three sections, one filled with
perennial ryegrass, one with tall fescue and one with cement, all
with a heat lamp overhead.
“We are trying to convince young kids that grass is way better
than cement,” Ortiz said. Looking up, he noticed a young girl
running her hands over the tall fescue. “Which one would you
rather roll around in, the grass or the cement?” he asked.

A young girl runs her hand over grass on display at the Oregon Seed
Council booth at Oregon Ag Fest April 23.

“The grass,” the girl said.
Wessels of Boshart Trucking, who worked with Barenbrug at the
time they developed the apparatus, said they developed it in part
so kids could feel the temperature difference between the cement
and the grass.
The grass at the booth was provided as sod by Kuenzi Turf and
Nursery of Salem.
Macey Wessels, an Ag Fest Board member and long-time Ag Fest
volunteer who was manning the information booth April 23, also
developed the Seed Council’s other hands-on activity, farmanimal visors. “The kids love the farm-animal stickers,” Ortiz
said, watching kids decorate the visors with farm-animal stickers.

Kids place animal stickers on visors at the Seed Council’s Ag Fest booth.

A Top Supporter
Craig Anderson, a past chair and a current board member of
Oregon Ag Fest, said along with dairy and the Oregon Farm
Bureau, the Oregon seed industry has long been one of Ag Fest’s
top supporters. Anderson, incidentally, has been volunteering at
Ag Fest since 1994.
“I still believe in this event, in terms of what it does in teaching
our urban neighbors about the importance of agriculture,” he
said while taking a break from overseeing the animal barn.
Anderson, a former head of Chemeketa Community College’s
ag program, said the Ag Fest Board tries to keep the festival

Boshart Trucking brought two of its trucks to Ag Fest, including this
one announcing that “Almost everything starts on a farm or ranch.”
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Several Grass Seed Growers Honored by OSU
On its website, the College of Agricultural Sciences said it views
the Diamond Pioneer honor as an opportunity to publicly
recognize the accomplishments of individuals who have
contributed to the well-being of their community, industry or
state.

Several grass seed growers are among the thirty-two farmers,
ranchers and researchers added to Oregon State University’s
Diamond Pioneer Agricultural Achievement honor roll in 2021
and 2022.
Seed growers honored as part of an April 19
ceremony for the honor roll were Don Wirth,
Tangent; Alfred Pohlschneider, St. Paul; George
Pugh, Shedd; Robert Dettwyler, Salem; and David
Doerfler, Silverton.
Several researchers and others who worked in
related grass seed industries also were awarded in
the ceremony, including OSU entomologist Glenn
Fisher and Adriel Garay, former manager of the
OSU Seed Lab.
Wirth said he felt privileged to receive the
recognition. “I felt, what a privilege to be
considered worthy of being with these people from
around Oregon,” he said.

“When one reaches

the qualifying age for
the Diamond Pioneer
recognition and
pauses to look back,
we are generally
surprised at how far
we have come.

”

George Pugh

“This award reflects a lifetime of involvement,”
the college said.
Honorees must be 74 years old or older and be
“individuals who have pioneered in some area
of Oregon’s agriculture and natural resources,
or have made innovative changes or performed
public service that has helped make Oregon a
better place to live.”
Pugh said it was interesting to look back at how
far Oregon agriculture has come since he started
farming on his family farm as a youth.

“Oregon agriculture is a very dynamic industry,”
Pugh said. “In every generation, there have been noteworthy
changes and advancements. When one reaches the qualifying age
for the Diamond Pioneer recognition and pauses to look back, we
are generally surprised at how far we have come.”

Pugh agreed, “To be included in this group of agriculturists that
have done so much more than me to move the needle is both
gratifying and humbling,” he said.

2021 and 2022 Diamond Pioneer Award Recipients at the April 19 OSU Diamond Pioneer Luncheon.
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Wisconsin Gives Cover Crops a Boost
According to No-Till news, the Illinois bill would have extended
funding for existing programs that target nutrient runoff and
established a Healthy Soils and Watershed program through the
federally administered AmeriCorps volunteer program.

Cover crops seems to be on the mind of Midwest lawmakers this
year.
The Wisconsin Legislature passed a bill that established a five
dollar per acre rebate on crop insurance for farmers who plant
cover crops. The passage of Assembly Bill 727 makes Wisconsin
the fourth Midwest state to offer a crop insurance discount
for planting cover crops. Previously, Illinois, Indiana and Iowa
established similar programs.

Use of cover crops is deemed a critical measure in reducing
nutrient runoff.

And, according to an article in No-Till News, the same day
Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers signed the bill into law, on April
8, the Illinois Legislature nearly passed a bill that would have
established a fund backing measures to minimize nutrient runoff.
The Legislature adjourned before reading the bill for a third time,
a requirement for passage in the Illinois Legislature.
Illinois agriculture is said to be a large contributor to the nutrient
runoff into the Mississippi River, runoff that federal authorities
have linked to the creation of the hypoxic zone, or dead zone,
that occurs each summer in the northern Gulf of Mexico.
NOAA-supported scientists announced that the 2021 Gulf of
Mexico dead zone was approximately 6,334 square miles. The
average hypoxic zone over the past five years is 5,380 square
miles. Since records began in 1985, the largest hypoxic zone was
8,776 square miles in 2017.
Hypoxic zones are areas of low oxygen that are largely devoid of
aquatic life.

Calendar
May 17

Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany, Oregon

May 26

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany, Oregon

December 5-6

Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Conference Center, Salem, Oregon.
Visit seedleague.org for more information

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening currently
with respect to weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can provide input
anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit: http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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