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Growers, researchers and others came to the 2022 Hyslop Farm 
Field Day in record numbers May 25 in Corvallis, the first such 
field day in three years.

Hosted by Oregon State University Department of Crop and 
Soil Sciences and the USDA Agricultural Research Service’s 
Forage Seed and Cereal Research Unit, the field day drew 171 
participants at its peak, fifty more than any previous Hyslop Farm 
Field Day, according to Tom Chastain, head of the Department of 
Crop and Soil Sciences.

Attendance fluctuated from 130 in the morning session, which 
featured wheat and barley research, to its peak in the afternoon 
session, which featured grass and clover seed research.

The field day included research updates on wheat variety testing, 
resistance to major wheat diseases, herbicide safeners in grass 
seed, yellow dwarf virus management in grass seed and cover 
crop breeding, as well as interactive exhibits and a presentation 
from the Oregon Wheat Commission on commission 
assessments.

Also, new College of Agricultural Sciences Dean Staci Simonich 
gave a lunchtime talk.

“I’m really happy about the turnout,” Simonich said earlier in 
the day. “And it is good to have our people out again in the field 
talking with folks about what we are doing, because we have 
really missed that over the past couple of years.”

Researchers and participants said they were happy to be back out 
looking over plots in person, rather than talking to people over 
online platforms, as they’ve been doing for most of the past two 
years.

“It is really good to actually be standing out looking at field plots 
in person again and to see people out,” said Nicole Anderson, a 
fixture at the event since she started as field crops agent for Polk, 
Clackamas and Yamhill counties in 2009.

“People have been doing field work and producing results even 
through COVID,” said Ryan Hayes, research leader for the USDA 
ARS Forage Seed and Cereal Research Unit, during the morning 
session. “They have things to share, and I think this is great.”

“It is needed,” said Dan Curry, Director of Seed Services at OSU. 
“We really need to be together face-to-face rather than do the 
Zoom meetings. We are really tired of the Zoom meetings.”

“It is great to see the growers, the researchers, the folks from 
the Oregon Department of Agriculture, folks from the Oregon 
Wheat Commission,” said Dave Losh, Oregon state statistician 
for the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service. “It is good 
to see them in person for a change. I am tired of seeing people on 
screens.”
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OSU barley breeder Patrick Hayes talks about new malting barley 

varieties during the Hyslop Farm Field Day May 25. The field day drew 

a record number of participants.
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Derek Godwin, Extension watershed management faculty for 
Oregon State University, wants to chat with Western Oregon grass 
seed and hazelnut growers about their irrigation practices to help 
develop workshops and applied research.

Godwin said he is focusing on grass seed and hazelnuts for two 
reasons: “One, it covers a lot of acreage in the Willamette Valley,” 
he said. “And two, there is not a whole lot known about irrigating 
those crops. They were traditionally dry farmed, and folks have 
been getting better at understanding timing and quantity, but 
there are still a lot of unknowns around how much and when to 
apply to get the best production and quality.

“And, especially when you have limited water, it is more 
challenging because you are not quite sure how long to be 
watering on one crop before switching to something else before 
you run out,” he said. “There are a number of challenges.”

Godwin’s project has its roots in a long-term project that started 
in 2016 in the Oak Creek Watershed adjacent to the OSU campus 
and has since expanded into the Salt Creek Watershed in Polk 
County.

The Polk County study includes water quantity and water quality 
segments. In the water quantity segment, researchers have 
installed five soil moisture monitoring stations and two weather 
stations on local farms and producers are monitoring them in 
relation to existing irrigation practices to determine if they are 
optimizing their irrigation supplies and when to switch irrigation 
to other crops.

“Currently, we either say, ‘Yeah, it is wet out there,’ or ‘Yeah, it is 
dry out there,’ but it is more of an intuition on how much rain 
we’ve got or how little rain we’ve received,” said Polk County 
farmer Matt Crawford, one of the project’s cooperators. “It 
would be nice to have some data, so we can actually have some 
numbers to go off of.”

In the water quality part, researchers are sampling water 
quality at twenty-five locations in the Salt Creek Watershed. The 
sampling is providing hourly data on stream and air temperature, 
as well as monthly measurements of nitrates, sediment, 
phosphorus and other common soil and plant nutrients.

The water quality portion has its origins in legislation passed 
in 2015, where lawmakers, at the urging of ag lobbyists, sought 
funding to learn about agriculture’s effect on water quality in the 
Willamette Valley.

The Salt Creek Watershed study started last year and is now the 
study’s centerpiece.

Godwin said he plans to share data with the grower-cooperators 
in Polk County this summer so they can “reference how the data 
describes soil and plant water conditions compared to their 

historical approaches and understanding of conditions that 
influence their irrigation decisions.”

“The goal is to apply the amount of water the plants need to 
produce high yields and quality, while minimizing water losses 
to the air and soil beneath the root zones. It sounds simple, but it 
is extremely complex,” Godwin said. “Plus, since the amount of 
water is limited, they have to decide when, where and how much 
to apply and when to save it for later or other crops.”

Godwin has submitted a grant to enhance what he is doing in the 
Salt Creek project and to take what he finds there and present 
it to growers throughout the Willamette Valley in educational 
workshops and trainings. Talking to Willamette Valley farmers, he 
said, will help him deliver educational workshops and trainings 
relevant to the Valley’s famers and could help inform future 
research direction.

“I would like to talk with growers who are irrigating grass seed or 
hazelnuts to understand what their challenges are and how what 
we might do in the future would help them, so that as we plan 
workshops and trainings in the future, it is relevant to them,” he 
said.

Godwin noted that growers in Central and Eastern Oregon have 
long been dialing in their understandings of how to work with 
limited water supplies. “But here in Western Oregon, it is much 
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Extension Faculty Wants to Talk Water with Seed Growers

Former Polk Soil and Water Conservation District Farm Specialist 

Jackson Morgan downloads data from a weather station on a Polk 

County farm as part of an OSU study into optimizing ag water use.

continued on page 3
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Extension Faculty Wants to Talk Water with Seed Growers continued
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more variable,” he said. “There are a lot of specialty crops and 
there is not as much research on how much water 
the crops need.”

Last year provided a case in point, Godwin said, in 
that some growers who have access to irrigation 
water either didn’t have enough or failed to get it 
on in time.

“You have to start early,” he said. “It is much 
easier to maintain soil moisture than to gain soil 
moisture.

“Once the crop gets low soil moisture and the temperatures get 
warm, it is really difficult to apply enough irrigation so that it 

soaks into the soil for the crop, because the evaporation rates are 
so high,” he said. “It is like you can’t put it on fast enough, or if 
you did, it would just run off the surface.”

Added to the difficulties in optimizing irrigation 
supplies is a lack of instrumentation in Western 
Oregon to measure soil moisture. “Folks may be 
using weather-station data, but there is not a lot of 
soil moisture data or sensors in the ground to have 
an idea of how much water is really there.

“That is another aspect we are hoping to do here, 
trying to help growers gather data and use that to 
help them make decisions,” he said.

Godwin can be reached by email at derek.godwin@oregonstate.
edu or by phone at 503-510-7582.

continued from page 2

Oregon State University’s 2021 Seed Production Research Reports 
publication is out, marking the publication’s 40th anniversary.

Published with a grant from the Oregon Seed Council, the 
publication includes reports on research into several seed crops, 
including tall fescue, perennial ryegrass, fine fescue, Kentucky 
bluegrass and red clover.

Production issues covered include the effects of a plant growth 
regulator on fine fescue seed yields and on dryland perennial 
ryegrass seed crops; efficacy of aphid control options in red 
clover grown for seed; prospects for wireworm management 
in grass seed production systems; slug pests of grass seed 
production systems; a look at sulfosulfuron for roughstalk 
bluegrass control in Kentucky bluegrass seed crops; and post-
harvest residue management practices in tall fescue, looking 
specifically of how different practices affect carbon stocks.

The publication is edited by OSU Regional Extension Agronomist 
Nicole Anderson; OSU Weed Scientist Emeritus Carol Mallory-
Smith; Area Extension Agronomist for Northeast Oregon Darrin 
Walenta; and Central Oregon IPM Specialist John Spring.

Multiple parties participated in writing the publication’s reports, 
including OSU Extension faculty and outside sources, such as 
USDA Agricultural Research Service scientists Kristin Trippe and 
V.A. Manning.

“I think the OSU seed report is just a really good way to share 
scientific data directly back to the grower audience in a format 

that is grower-friendly,” 
Anderson said. “The articles 
are short, not written in a 
journal-article format but 
in a more practitioner-
friendly manner using units 
and language that growers 
and fieldmen can easily 
understand.

“It is sound, peer-reviewed 
science that is written in 
a practitioner-friendly 
manner and should 
be directly applicable to either current 
research projects or current issues going on out in the field,” she 
said.

“And I think it is a big deal that this is the 40th anniversary of 
this report,” Anderson said. “That shows the kind of long-term 
commitment OSU has had to the seed industry.”

The report is available online at https://cropandsoil.
oregonstate.edu/seed-crops/seed-production-research-
reports.

To request a hard copy of the publication, contact Anderson at 
nicole.anderson@oregonstate.edu.

New OSU Seed Production Research Report Now Available

“You have to start early.  

It is much easier to maintain 

soil moisture than to  

gain soil moisture.” 
 

Derek Godwin
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As expected, Oregon OSHA on May 10 made permanent worker 
protection standards for heat and wildfire smoke that were 
previously instituted on a temporary basis.

The new rules, which are explained in more detail in the Spring 
Issue of Oregon Seed Magazine, are initiated at certain trigger 
points.

Heat Rules

In regard to high temperatures, at 80 degrees heat index, under 
the rules, employers must provide employees shade and an 
adequate supply of drinking water.

At 90 degrees, the rules include a requirement that shift managers 
or supervisors are accessible to employees, and employees must 
be monitored and observed for alertness or symptoms of heat 
illness. Employers also are required to provide a cool-down 
rest period in the shade of ten minutes for every two hours of 
work when working in temperatures with a heat index above 90 
degrees.

Included in the new rules are training obligations on the 
environmental and personal risk factors for heat illness. Also, 
according to the rules, it is the responsibility of the employer to 
notify workers when reaching different points on the heat index 
scale. 

Wildfire Smoke

The wildfire smoke rules put in place by Oregon OSHA kick in 
based on the air quality index, or AQI.

Employers are required to notify employees when the AQI 
reaches 101, and to provide respiratory protection in the form 
of N95 face masks if an employee requests it. At an AQI of 101, 

air quality is considered unhealthy for those with compromised 
respiratory systems. 

At an AQI of 201, employers are again required to notify workers 
that the index has been reached and to insist workers wear N95 
masks if they wish to continue working.

If continuing to work when the AQI hits 500, Oregon OSHA 
requires workers to wear a hazmat respiratory system with 
attachable filters.

As in the rules addressing heat illness, training obligations are in 
place for the wildfire smoke rules, including a rule that employers 
train employees on how to find AQI information, which can be 
found on most weather apps.

Employers also must ensure that employees know how to use 
respiratory protection and know where to find it.

For a more thorough look at the new rules, see the Spring Issue of 
Oregon Seed Magazine.

Worker Safety Heat, Smoke Rules Made Permanent

Calendar

December 5-6 Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Conference Center, Salem, Oregon.  
 Visit seedleague.org for more information
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