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Warmest October on Record Threatens Crop Health
It’s one of the driest Octobers on record, and it threatens both
existing stands of seed crops and newly planted tall fescue and
red clover seed fields.
According to the National Weather Service, so far, this October
has been the warmest on record with the average temperature at
the Portland airport hitting 66.7 degrees, or 4.3 degrees warmer
than any on record. Also, in only one other year since record
keeping began in 1940, has there been no measurable rain thus
far into October.
Statewide Extension Seed Production Specialist Nicole Anderson
said growers need to keep an eye on dryland tall fescue and red
clover that was planted this fall. And be prepared to pull out those
acres in favor of spring-planted tall fescue or spring wheat next
spring if those stands don’t appear to be healthy.
Still, Anderson advised growers to be cognizant of how much
wheat they are planting and to try and avoid planting wheat on
wheat.

“Many of us thought rain would eventually come, and so they
drove into the dust with their drills and then have been waiting,”
Anderson said. “And we’ve just waited much longer than anybody
anticipated.”

“You need to be thinking about next year and trying not to set
yourself up for too much wheat-on-wheat ground, because that is
when you become susceptible to take-all disease,” Anderson said.

Fall-planted tall fescue and red clover need soil moisture to
germinate and establish roots before winter temperatures dip
below freezing, Anderson said. And with rains only now expected,
which is about three weeks later than normal, in many cases, that
early growth just didn’t occur.

The late fall also has compromised weed control and insect
control efforts, which, in both cases, typically need irrigation or
rains to incorporate crop protection products.

“Time will tell,” Anderson said. “The conditions this winter will
decide whether or not those planted tall fescue and clover acres
make it or not.

“There really hasn’t been much of an opportunity to get an early
start on weed management and sprout control in dryland grass
seed fields,” Anderson said. “And there has been a fair amount
of insect damage, whether that is from true armyworms or from

“I think we are fine with perennial ryegrass,” she added. “And
crimson clover you can plant almost all winter, so we are fine
there, as well.”

continued on page 2

Also, growers planting winter wheat should be just fine, Anderson
said, as OSU recommends planting wheat in the second half of
October in the Willamette Valley to minimize issues with diseases.
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the bluegrass billbug. Getting good control of those pests with no
soil moisture and basically insoluble insecticides has been very
difficult and not dependable.”

anything you need to get planted gets planted first, because this
could be our last opportunity. So, if you have wheat acres left to
cover, get it in.

Anderson added that growers are probably looking at a two-shot
herbicide program this fall, rather than a three-shot program,
given the late start. One good piece of news here, she said, is that
weed pressure could be lower this year.

“And the next step should be weed and sprout management.
So, whatever herbicide you need to get washed in, get it down.
Then fertilize. Especially on established tall fescue, that needs to
happen relatively soon.”

“Just like it is harder for crop seeds to germinate under cooler
temperatures, it is also harder for weed seeds to germinate under
cooler temperatures,” she said. “Time will tell. We will have to
observe this. But if we have any luck at all, maybe we will have a
little less aggressiveness in the weed pressure, just because soil
temperatures are dropping.”

Anderson also advised growers to keep an eye out on established
dryland seed fields next year to see how they are responding
when they start greening back up.
“We need to watch these established dryland fields that haven’t
had any fall irrigation, and see how they look once we come out of
the winter,” Anderson said. “Is this going to cause any kind of seed
yield reduction next summer is the question.

Fertilizer applications also have been affected by the lack of rain
this fall, Anderson said. “We haven’t been able to put fertilizer
down in dryland fields, because there is no way to incorporate it
without precipitation. Some urease inhibitors have been used,
but those products do not prevent ammonia losses forever,”
Anderson said.

“I don’t think we will be able to tell until we start to look at the
crop next spring and evaluate reproductive tillers, and it may vary
by soil type and grass variety. My guess is some varieties are more
tolerant to this than others,” she said.
“The plants have just been out there for a really long time without
any water,” Anderson said. “They have not gone through the fall
green-up period that they would normally do.”

“But it is not necessarily late,” she added. “It is just that now we’ve
got a whole lot of work to do in a limited time period.”
With rains expected at the end of the week and into next week,
Anderson advised growers to prioritize needs. “Make sure

OFS Supporting Drazan
Oregonians for Food and Shelter has contributed to the
campaigns of both unaffiliated gubernatorial candidate Betsy
Johnson and the Republican candidate Christine Drazan. In its
Voters’ Guide, however, the organization came out in support of
Drazan.
OFS also has come out in support of Republican Cliff Bentz for
Oregon’s 2nd Congressional District, but has taken no position on
the other five Congressional races in Oregon. Like the Oregon
Farm Bureau, OFS is supporting Cheri Helt in the non-partisan
race for Labor Commissioner.

OFS, of which Oregon Seed Council is a member, commented on
Johnson’s stellar record of defending Oregon’s natural resources
sector and said it has worked with both Drazan and Johnson to
achieve success on many issues affecting farming and forestry.
But as the 2022 General Election neared, on October 18, the
organization came out in support of Drazan, believing she has
the better opportunity to be the first non-Democrat to inhabit
Oregon’s Governor’s Office in more than thirty years.

Also like the Farm Bureau, in its opening page, OFS stressed the
importance of voting, noting that getting out to vote is even more
important this year than normal. “The final result in any contest
could literally come down to a few hundred votes. Your vote this
year is even more critical.”

“As we close in on election day, and with so much dissatisfaction
expressed by Oregonians, we believe that taking a position is best
for our members,” OFS wrote in announcing its endorsement.
“Christine offers the greatest opportunity for much needed
change in Salem and has a strong path to victory.”

For a complete list of OFS endorsements, go to https://www.
ofsonline.org/voters-guide.
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Farm Bureau, AG-PAC Endorse Drazan, Erickson, Chavez-DeRemer
According to many pundits, Oregon voters have their best chance
in over thirty years to change the makeup of its executive and
legislative branches.

OFB opposes Measure 111, which
among other provisions, amends the
Oregon Constitution to establish
health care as a fundamental
right. The state’s leading farm
organization also opposes
Measure 113, which seeks to
penalize legislators for walking
out on sessions. And OFB opposes
Measure 114, which requires a permit
from local law enforcement to acquire a firearm and criminally
prohibits certain ammunition magazines.

From a governor’s race that is now considered a “toss-up” to an
opportunity to eliminate the supermajority Democrats hold in
the House, the political climate in Oregon appears to be shifting.
But, according to farm and forest organizations, to realize
these changes, it is incumbent on the farming and ranching
communities to get out and vote.
“None of this change is going to happen on its own,” according
to the Oregon Farm Bureau’s introduction to its 2022 Election
Guide. “This is going to take everyone showing up and standing
strong. Farmers and ranchers have the power to tip the scales in
the upcoming November election, but we need you to make your
voice heard at the ballot box.”

OFB also weighs in on House and Senate races, many of
which are expected to be close this November. Included in its
endorsements are Kevin Mannix in what is expected to be a hotly
contested race for the House District 21, and farmers Jami Cate in
House District 11, Shelly Boshart Davis in House District 15, Anna
Scharf in House District 23 and Bobby Levy in House District 58.

In its Election Guide, the Oregon Farm Bureau is endorsing
former House Minority Leader Christine Drazan for Governor
over Independent Betsy Johnson and Democrat Tina Kotek. In
federal races, OFB is supporting Republican incumbent Cliff
Bentz in Oregon’s 2nd Congressional District; Republican Lori
Chavez-DeRemer in the 5th Congressional District over Democrat
Jamie McLeod-Skinner, who unseated incumbent Kurt Schrader
in the Democratic primary; and Republican Mike Erickson in the
hotly contested 6th Congressional District over Democrat Andrea
Salinas.

“It is critical that Farm Bureau members have strong allies in
the Capitol who value agriculture and will reliably stand up for
farmers, ranchers, foresters and our rural communities,” the OFB
wrote in its introduction. “Now is our opportunity for change.
Please show up in November and get your neighbors to do the
same.”
For a complete look at the Oregon Farm Bureau’s 2022 Election
Guide, go to https://oregonfb.org/ifarmivote/.

Also in statewide races, OFB is supporting Cheri Helt for Labor
Commissioner.

For a complete look at Oregon AG-PAC endorsements,
go to https://www.ag-pac.org/2022-general-electionendorsements.

Oregon AG-PAC also supports Helt for Labor Commissioner, as
well as backing Bentz, Chavez-DeRemer and Erickson for Oregon
congressional seats.

Calendar
October 26

Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s 1130 Wallace Rd NW, Salem

November 29

Oregon Ryegrass Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

December 5

Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Salem Convention Center, Salem

December 5-6

Oregon Seed League Annual Convention, Salem Convention Center, Salem
Visit seedleague.org for more information

December 7

Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 6 p.m. Golden Valley Brewery, 980 NE 4th St, McMinnville

December 15

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m. Cascade Grill, 110 Opal St N.E., Albany

The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening currently with respect to
weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.
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