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With a new Democratic governor and Democrats controlling 
both chambers of the Legislature, including many lawmakers 
with limited knowledge of agriculture, Oregon’s farm community 
faces an uphill battle in the 2023 Legislature.

One piece of good news?

Oregon’s farm lobby works together exceptionally well, according 
to Rocky Dallum, a lobbyist for Oregonians for Food and Shelter 
(OFS).

“We have a strong agricultural lobby,” Dallum said during a 
presentation at the Oregon Seed League’s Annual Meeting, 
December 5. “Roger Beyer, Katie Murray from OFS, your Farm 
Bureau team, all of the agriculture and natural resources 
community in Oregon stays together really strongly.

“That is not the case in every state,” Dallum added. “And 
sometimes, things haven’t been great in the Legislature over the 
last ten years for agriculture. But I think we’ve done a really good 
job based on the work and the support you all give by having a 
team of lobbyists and executive directors and staff who really 
work together.”

Dallum said the ag and forestry lobby meets regularly during the 
session to keep each other abreast of different bills and prepare 
strategy.

“We meet at least once a week for breakfast before we walk into 
the Capitol,” Dallum said. “During the ag overtime debate and 
proposal, we probably had meetings three times a day. We had 
lobbyists, executive directors and growers who would jump on 
Zoom calls or meet at the Farm Bureau Building at six a.m.”

The meetings help lobbyists work out any differences before 
they enter the Capitol, Dallum said, and when they go before 
legislators, their messages are aligned.

“We keep our fights, whether it is dairy versus grass seed or wheat 
versus sheep growers, we keep our fights behind closed doors 
and we figure out how we work together so we don’t compromise 
the work that we can all do,” Dallum said.

Another plus for the Oregon farm community as the industry 
looks ahead to the 2023 session is an increase of farmer-
legislators in recent years.

“We have more farmer and rancher legislators now,” Dallum said. 
“We’ve got a lot of people who are actual ag producers. We’ve got 
wine growers, we’ve got sheep growers, we’ve got wheat farmers, 
we’ve got hay farmers, we’ve got grass seed growers and we’ve got 
people in the trucking industry who understand our issues.
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Rocky Dallum at Seed League in December discussing 

Oregon's ag lobby.
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Oregon’s Ag Lobby: A Plus for Farmers continued

Phil Rolston, a ryegrass seed researcher from Lincoln 
University in New Zealand, is the featured speaker at OSU 
Extension Service’s Winter Seed and Cereal Crop Production 
Meetings, January 10 and 11 in Salem, Albany and Forest 
Grove.

Rolston will provide a presentation titled, “Forty years of 
Ryegrass Seed Production Research: What Have We Learned.”

Also on the agenda, OSU Extension Entomologist Navneet 
Kaur will provide research updates on symphylan and billbug 
management; USDA-ARS plant pathologist Hannah Rivedal 
will provide grass seed pathology updates on yellow dwarf 
virus; OSU Extension Seed Specialist Nicole Anderson will 
present “Can Nitrogen Efficiency be Improved in Grass Seed 
Crops;” USDA-ARS weed scientist Clint Mattox will speak on 
“Managing Annual Bluegrass in Grass Seed Production;” and 

USDA-ARS entomologist Seth Dorman will provide updates on 
armyworm and cutworm monitoring and management.

Two meetings will take place Tuesday, January 10, with the first 
running from 8:30 a.m. to noon at Roth’s Hospitality Center, 
1130 Wallace Road, West Salem, and the second running from 
1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Linn County Fair & Expo Center, 3700 
Knox Butte Road, Albany.

The final meeting will take place Wednesday, January 11, at the 
Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 2810 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove, running 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

Meeting organizers ask that you preregister at https://beav.
es/5hD. People needing help preregistering are asked to call 
Christy Tanner at 541-570-5642.

Two ODA pesticide recertification credits are available.

Extension Production Meetings Set

“And that has been valuable the last couple of years, because they 
can build relationships that those of us as lobbyists or citizens 
can’t, because they are in the lunch room together, they are on 
the House floor, the Senate floor together,” Dallum said. “They 
can have more one-on-one conversations.”

Oregon, like the rest of the United States, didn’t get the red wave 
some had hoped during the mid-term elections in November. But 
Republicans did peel back some seats from Democrats, Dallum 
said, and were able to remove the super majority advantage 
that Democrats enjoyed last session, an advantage that allowed 
Democrats to pass tax increases without a single Republican vote.

“The trend in the last four years is that Republicans are making 
up a little ground,” Dallum said. “That is meaningful when 

considering we just went through redistricting and Democrats 
controlled the map.”

One of the biggest jobs before farm lobbyists in 2023 will be to 
educate the twenty-two legislators that will be taking seats at the 
Capitol for the first time this year.

“The opportunity in that is it allows us to reeducate, start 
the deck fresh with a lot of folks, particularly coming after a 
contentious election cycle,” Dallum said.

“I tend to be overly optimistic in what we can do in natural 
resources and ag,” Dallum said. “But I think there are a lot of 
Portland-area folks that we can sit down with and get them to be 
more open-minded about our industry.”

continued from page 2
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After a two-year hiatus, the Oregon Ryegrass Growers 
Association’s Annual Meeting is back, Wednesday, January 18, at 
the Linn County Fair & Expo Center in Albany.

Agenda items include a market report, a straw update, a 
presentation on Anguina nematodes in ryegrass from USDA 
ARS plant pathologist Hannah Rivedal and a presentation on 
phosphorus and potassium management in ryegrass from OSU 
Extension agronomist Christy Tanner. Tanner also will be doing 
a presentation on measuring vole damage using drones, and 
OSU weed scientist Pete Berry will provide an update on weed 
management projects.

The market report will be provided by Smith Seed Services. John 
Szczepanski from the U.S. Forage Exports Council will provide 
the straw update.

The meeting starts with registration at 7:45 a.m. and concludes 
with a raffle at 2:30 p.m. The meeting includes a prime rib lunch 
and an Oregon Ryegrass Growers Association Service Award 
presentation. The meeting also includes a poster session in 
conjunction with the morning break at 10 a.m.

Membership dues are $25 for those pre-registered, and $30 at the 
door.

Ryegrass Growers Meeting Returns

Calendar

January 10 OSU Extension Service Winter Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Roth’s 1130 Wallace Rd NW, Salem
January 10 OSU Extension Service Winter Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 1:30 p.m. 
 Linn County Fair & Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany
January 11 OSU Extension Service Winter Seed and Cereal Crop Production Meeting, 8:30 a.m. 
 Forest Grove Elks Lodge, 2810 Pacific Ave., Forest Grove
February 1 Oregon Clover Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville
February 1 Oregon Clover Growers Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Wilsonville Holiday Inn, Wilsonville
February 13 Oregon Fine Fescue Commission Meeting, 7 a.m., Roth’s 1130 Wallace Rd NW, Salem
February 20 Oregon Tall Fescue Commission Meeting, 6 p.m., Roth’s 1130 Wallace Rd NW, Salem

CONNECT WITH US
To sign-up for this e-newsletter or for archived issues, please visit:  http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update 

THE E-NEWSLETTER
The goal of this e-newsletter is to provide timely updates to Oregon seed producers and field reps. It includes a snapshot of what’s happening currently with respect to 
weather, pest and disease outbreaks, harvest, label updates, and other management activities. Growers or field reps can provide input anytime at mitchlies@comcast.net.

http://www.oregonseedcouncil.org/seed-update
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The Inflation Reduction Act that Congress passed this past year 
provides for $391 billion in spending on energy and climate 
change, including significant resources for ag conservation and 
Farm Bill programs over the next ten years, according to Ethan 
Mathews, director of government affairs for Wilbur-Ellis.

In a presentation at the Oregon Seed League’s Annual Meeting 
December 6, Mathews highlighted the bill as a significant 
achievement last year. He noted that biofuel feedstock growers 
were happy to see the bill’s passage. And the bill could provide 
incentives for producers to plant cover crops as part of expanding 
ag conservation programs.

As for the Farm Bill that Congress will take up this year, Mathews 
framed it as “a big opportunity for us to shape the future of farm 
policy.” What the bill is going to look like is unknown at this 
point, Mathews said. “But we do know it is going to be the most 
expensive Farm Bill in history.”

The cost projections for mandatory programs alone are running 
at $1.295 trillion, he said, with the vast majority of that in the 
nutrition title.

“We also know that there is going to be an emphasis on climate 
in this Farm Bill,” Mathews said. “How they are going to frame 
that remains to be seen, but it is important for U.S. producers 
and companies like mine to be involved to help lawmakers 
understand the practicalities of actually farming and producing 
crops, so we are hoping to be a part of that conversation.”

On the regulatory front, Mathews said to expect the Biden 
Administration to revise Waters of the U.S. to be more expansive 
than the current definition. “Of course, this is hugely impactful 
for us,” he said. “It affects what you can do on the land.”

The Biden EPA also recently announced plans to update the 
Endangered Species Act workplan in a way that will place more 
restrictions on growers and applicators of pesticides, Mathews 
said. The workplan includes proposals to restrict pesticide 
applications if rain is projected within a forty-eight-hour window 
and increased no-spray buffers.

“We are working with the EPA to help them understand what 
this proposal will mean for those of us who are working on the 
ground,” he said. “They are accepting comments on this for the 
next couple of months.”

Also important for producers, Mathews said, is that the Pesticide 
Registration Improvement Act (PRIA) expires September 30, 
2023. The act requires EPA to provide a timeline for pesticide 
registrants on when products can expect to be registered.

“This is important,” Mathews said. “Considering that to bring a 
new active ingredient to market it takes $300 million and eleven 
years, there needs to be certainty in terms of when you can expect 

to go to market and get a return on that investment. Otherwise, it 
is very difficult to justify these long-term investments.”

Currently, he said, EPA is not moving on its timelines as the law 
requires, largely because staff numbers at EPA have shrunk from 
once 900 full-time employees to 600 today. “We need to get PRIA 
reauthorized to ensure that we have products in the pipeline that 
are coming to growers.”

As for specific pesticides that are in danger of having uses 
canceled or labels altered, Mathews said two are most at risk: 
dicamba and atrazine.

“Dicamba is registered through 2025, but there has been a lot 
of back and forth on this product, and I think that is going to 
continue,” he said. “There is litigation right now in an Arizona 
District Court that is advancing on an expedited briefing 
schedule. We expect there will be a decision on this as early as 
April.”

As for atrazine, EPA is proposing significant new restrictions on a 
new label, Mathews said, including a use rate cap of two pounds 
per acre and banning use of the product if there is a forecast of 
rain in the next forty-eight hours.

One good piece of news to come out of Washington, D.C., of 
late is that the USDA has announced a fertilizer production 
expansion program with the aim of increasing domestic supplies 
of American-made fertilizer, Mathews said.

“They have allotted $500 million for this,” he said. “Now, $500 
million might sound like a lot of money, but when you consider 
the expense of opening a new potash line, or a large-scale plant, 
it is rather inconsequential, but it is at least a step in the right 
direction to recognize the issues that we have here.

“Hopefully we will see some good news on this and we will see 
some normalization of the fertilizer market,” he said.

Good and Bad News in Politics and Policy Report from D.C.
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Following some basic steps can help growers and spray 
applicators avoid issues with pesticide drift when spraying next 
to sensitive crops and areas, according to an official with the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture.

Speaking at the Oregon Seed League’s Annual Meeting December 
6 in Salem, Gilbert Uribe, Pesticides Program Manager at ODA, 
said the first steps growers and applicators should take to avoid 
issues with drift include communicating with neighbors and 
reading and following label directions on pesticide products.

“Always read the label, because it contains information that helps 
maximize the pesticide’s effectiveness and minimizes the risk 
while being used. Knowing is half the battle,” Uribe said.

“The label will have information on buffers, maximum wind 
speed if applicable, the nozzle type that should be used, the 
nozzle height, droplet size and it will include other restrictions if 
they apply,” Uribe said.

It is also important to be 
aware of the wear and tear 
on nozzles, he said, and 
to know the area where a 
product is being applied.

“One thing to keep in mind 
is there are some crops that 
are especially sensitive to 
what is being applied, such 
as tomatoes, strawberries, 
hemp and cannabis, due to 
the extensive monitoring 
that goes on with that 

crop, and vineyards,” Uribe said. “We hear a lot of problems with 
surrounding vineyards that are especially sensitive to herbicide 
applications, especially volatile ones that can move off site and 
cause damage to plants.”

Drift occurs two ways, Uribe said, through off-site movement 
caused by wind, inversions or temperature, and through 
volatilization, where a product volatizes and moves off site. 
Generally, the finer the droplet size, the more easily it will move 
offsite. Nozzle height also will affect drift.

Also, certain products will volatilize more than others, he said, so 
be aware of that.

Knowing what is going on around an application site can be 
another step to minimizing issues with drift, Uribe said.

“The other thing to keep in mind is that there could be other 
people around while you are making applications around 
schools, areas with water or any other public residential areas, 
such as day care centers or bike paths that may be near fields 
where an application is taking place,” he said.

“The other thing to be cognizant of is the presence of workers or 
other people in neighboring fields or your own fields when you 
are making applications,” he said.

An applicator also should be cognizant of the growth stage of 
neighboring crops, Uribe said. Certain crops, for example, are 
extremely susceptible to pesticide drift during certain growth 
stages.

“It makes it challenging, because you not only have to deal with 
the appropriate timing of whether the (target) pest is there,” he 
said, “but also whether the weather is appropriate for what you 
are applying and whether it is appropriate for what is going on 
around the field of application.”

Communicating with an applicator also can be important in 
cases where a grower hires a custom applicator.

“The grower or the owner of the field may be aware that there 
is a bike path that runs nearby,” Uribe said. “But the custom 
applicator may not be aware of that. So, make sure that there 
is communication between all parties involved and that the 
applicator is aware of things to look out for.

“It is all a part of coexistence, not only between you and your 
neighbors, but also with the people who are working around you 
and with you,” he said.

Uribe, who started this past fall as Pesticide Program manager, 
replacing Rose Kachadoorian, who retired, said the department 
will send an investigator out to a site to monitor an application 
if requested to do so. Having an investigator onsite during an 
application can help in cases where an applicator is concerned 
that he or she will generate complaints.

“If somebody calls and complains, then you can say that ODA 
investigators were present at the site and observing, and then we 
don’t have to initiate an investigation,” Uribe said.

“This tends to happen in cases where there may be concerns over 
chronic complainers or you are worried that there are going to be 
complaints from a specific site,” he said.

Uribe advised growers to keep a record of pesticide applications, 
including prevailing weather conditions during applications. 
“That way you have a record in case somebody says that there 
was drift, and you took wind measurements and it wasn’t above a 
certain speed and the temperature wasn’t above the cutoff point.

“Making sure you have that in your records, even though they 
may not be required, will cover you if there are allegations that 
some things were done incorrectly or at an inappropriate time,” 
Uribe said.

Uribe also advised growers to get to know their local pesticide 
investigator. “It will make communication easier,” he said.

Steps to Avoid Pesticide Drift

ODA's Gilbert Uribe at Seed League 

in December giving tips on avoiding 

pesticide drift.




